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(57) ABSTRACT

A surgical drape that 1s configured to have a portion thereof
releasably secured to a skin fold and apply a force thereto so
as to maintain the skin fold 1n a biased position away from
an 1ncision site. The surgical drape includes a body having
a lower portion and an upper portion contiguously formed.
The body 1ncludes a first side and a second side and further
has an adhesive pad secured to the second side of the lower
portion of the body. The upper portion of the body includes
a first arm member and a second arm member wherein the
arm members extend upward towards a patient’s head
ensuing the surgical drape being superposed a patient. The
first arm member and second arm member are oriented to be
angularly outward and further define the lateral sides of a
void. The void 1s configured to accommodate a patient torso.

6 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
SURGICAL DRAPE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to medical proce-
dure devices, more specifically but not by way of limitation,
a surgical drape particularly designed for obese patients
wherein the surgical drape 1s configured to maintain skin
folds away from an incision site.

BACKGROUND

Surgical and medical procedures require that sterile field
be present 1n order to avoid infections. A common device
that 1s deployed during a surgical or medical procedure 1s a
surgical drape. Conventional surgical drapes are employed
to keep a surgical site sterile from any adjacent non-sterile
surfaces and the surroundings so as to attempt to reduce the
infection potential to a patient. Commonly used surgical
drapes are typically manufactured sterile so as to aid in the
prevention ol infection. Conventional surgical drapes are
manufactured from a sterile cloth and are typically draped
over a desired portion of the body adjacent to and surround-
ing the surgical site such as but not limited to an incision
site.

One 1ssue with conventional surgical drapes 1s their
inability to be secured to a body surface and/or portion and
hold the surface or portion in a desired position. A typical
surgical drape 1s superposed a desired location but 1s unable
to accommodate features such as but not limited to skin folds
that may propagate mto an incision site during a medical
procedure. For large obese patients skin folds can be 1n areas
where an 1ncision site must be made and present a challenge
to manage during the surgical procedure. Movement of these
skin folds during a procedure presents various risks and
complications for the surgeon and the patient.

Accordingly, there 1s a need for a surgical drape that 1s
configured to releasably secure to a patient and 1n particular
a skin fold wherein the surgical drape i1s configured to
maintain the skin fold in a biased position away from an
1ncision site.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s the object of the present invention to provide a
surgical drape that 1s configured to maintain a skin fold 1n a
biased position away from an incision site that includes a
body manufactured from sterile cloth that i1s planar in
manner.

Another object of the present imnvention 1s to provide a
surgical drape operable to provide a sterile field adjacent to
a surgical area wherein the body has a first side and a second
side.

A further object of the present invention 1s to provide a
surgical drape that 1s configured to maintain a skin fold 1n a
biased position away from an incision site wherein the body
includes lower portion and an upper portion that are con-
tiguous.

Still another object of the present invention 1s to provide
a surgical drape operable to provide a sterile field adjacent
to a surgical area wherein the upper portion includes a first
arm and a second arm.

An additional object of the present invention 1s to provide
a surgical drape that 1s configured to maintain a skin fold 1n
a biased position away from an 1ncision site wherein a void
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1s present intermediate the first arm and second arm of the
upper portion of the body so as to accommodate a torso of
a patient.

Yet a turther object of the present imvention 1s to provide
a surgical drape operable to provide a sterile field adjacent
to a surgical area wherein the lower portion of the body
includes an adhesive pad on the second side thereof.

Another object of the present invention 1s to provide a
surgical drape that 1s configured to maintain a skin fold 1n a
biased position away from an incision site wheremn the
adhesive pad on the second side of the body extends the
width of the lower portion and 1s configured to releasably
secure to a skin fold.

To the accomplishment of the above and related objects
the present mvention may be embodied 1n the form illus-
trated 1n the accompanying drawings. Attention 1s called to
the fact that the drawings are illustrative only. Variations are
contemplated as being a part of the present invention,
limited only by the scope of the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete understanding of the present invention
may be had by reference to the following Detailed Descrip-
tion and appended claims when taken in conjunction with
the accompanying Drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a top view of an embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 2 1s a bottom view of an embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of the present invention 1n
use.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to the drawings submitted herewith,
wherein various elements depicted therein are not necessar-
1ly drawn to scale and wherein through the views and figures
like elements are referenced with 1dentical reference numer-
als, there 1s 1llustrated a surgical drape 100 constructed
according to the principles of the present mnvention.

An embodiment of the present invention 1s discussed
herein with reference to the figures submitted herewith.
Those skilled in the art will understand that the detailed
description herein with respect to these figures 1s for
explanatory purposes and that it 1s contemplated within the
scope ol the present mnvention that alternative embodiments
are plausible. By way of example but not by way of
limitation, those having skill 1n the art in light of the present
teachings of the present invention will recognize a plurality
of alternate and suitable approaches dependent upon the
needs of the particular application to implement the func-
tionality of any given detail described herein, beyond that of
the particular implementation choices 1n the embodiment
described herein. Various modifications and embodiments
are within the scope of the present invention.

It 1s to be further understood that the present invention 1s
not limited to the particular methodology, materials, uses
and applications described herein, as these may vary. Fur-
thermore, 1t 1s also to be understood that the terminology
used herein 1s used for the purpose of describing particular
embodiments only, and 1s not intended to limit the scope of
the present mvention. It must be noted that as used herein
and 1n the claims, the singular forms “a”, “an” and “the”
include the plural reference unless the context clearly dic-
tates otherwise. Thus, for example, a reference to “an

element” 1s a reference to one or more elements and includes
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equivalents thereof known to those skilled in the art. All
conjunctions used are to be understood 1n the most inclusive
sense possible. Thus, the word “or” should be understood as
having the definition of a logical “or” rather than that of a
logical “exclusive or” unless the context clearly necessitates
otherwise. Structures described herein are to be understood
also to refer to functional equivalents of such structures.
Language that may be construed to express approximation
should be so understood unless the context clearly dictates
otherwise.

References to ‘“one embodiment”, “an embodiment”,
“exemplary embodiments™, and the like may indicate that
the embodiment(s) of the invention so described may
include a particular feature, structure or characteristic, but
not every embodiment necessarily includes the particular
feature, structure or characteristic.

Referring 1in particular to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 herein the
surgical drape 100 includes body 10 that 1s planar in manner
and manufactured from a flexible sterile material. It 1s
contemplated within the scope of the present invention that
the body 10 could be manufactured from various diflerent
materials and further could be constructed so as to either be
disposable or reusable with the proper sterile treating. The
body 10 includes a first side 11 and a second side 12.
Ensuing being superposed a patient, the first side 11 of the
body 10 1s distal to the patient and the second side 12 1s
adjacent to the patient.

The body 10 includes a lower portion 15 and an upper
portion 20 that are contiguously formed. The lower portion
15 of the body 10 1s generally rectangular in shape and
includes lower perimeter edge 16 that extends the width of
the lower portion 15 of the body 10. It 1s contemplated
within the scope of the present invention that the body 10 1s
manufactured having a width that 1s suitable to accommo-
date a the torso area of a large human being. The lower
portion 15 1ncludes upper edge 17, which 1s configured to
define the void 40 that 1s further discussed herein.

The upper portion 20 of the body 10 includes a first arm
member 22 and a second arm member 24 wherein the first
arm member 22 and second arm member 24 are located on
opposing sides of the body 10. The first arm member 22
includes a lower section 26 and an upper section 27 con-
tiguously formed wherein the upper section 27 1s outwardly
angular in manner with respect to the lower portion 26
creating the left mner perimeter edge 28 which assists 1n
defining the void 40 as will be further discussed herein. The
second arm member 24 1s constructed similarly to the first
arm member 22. The second arm member 24 includes a
lower section 32 and an upper section 34 that are contigu-
ously formed wherein the upper section 34 1s outwardly
angular with respect to the lower section 32. The outwardly
angular arrangement of the first arm member 22 and second
arm member 24 create the void 40. Defining the void 40 are
the left inner perimeter edge 28, the right mner perimeter
edge 38 and the upper edge 17. The void 40 1s configured to
accommodate a human torso. In a desired application, the
lower portion 15 of the body 10 1s secured to a patient
abdomen and the first arm member 22 and second arm
member 24 extend upward towards the head of the patient.
The void 40 accommodates the torso of the patient as shown
herein 1n FIG. 3.

Secured to the second side 12 of the lower portion 15 1s
adhesive pad 50. The adhesive pad 50 1s secured to the
second side utilizing suitable durable techniques. The adhe-
stve pad 50 1s configured to be releasably secured to a
portion of the patient such as but not limited to a skin fold
and maintain 1n a biased position away from an 1ncision site.
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It 1s contemplated within the scope of the present invention
that various suitable adhesives could be utilized on the
adhesive pad 50 to achieve the desired objective. The
adhesive pad 50 1s sized so as to substantially cover the
second side 12 of the lower portion 135 1n order to ensure the
ability to engage a skin fold that extends the width of the
abdomen of the user. While the adhesive pad 50 1s 1llustrated
and discussed herein as substantially covering the second
side 12 of the lower portion 15, it 1s contemplated within the
scope of the present invention that the size of the adhesive
pad 50 could be altered and further additional quantities
thereol could be provided 1n order to accomplish the desired
objective stated herein.

FIG. 3 herem illustrates the surgical drape 100 in use.
Subsequent being superposed a patient the adhesive pad 50
1s secured to the abdomen of the patient and 1n particular a
skin fold thereof that needs to be maintained in a biased
position away from an incision site. The adhesive pad 50 1s
secured to a skin fold and the first arm member 22 1s passed
under the left arm of the patient and the second arm member
24 15 passed under the right arm of the patient. The first arm
member 22 and second arm member 24 are of suitable length
to have the ends 57,59 thereof secured to the table on which
the patient 1s superposed. During the process of securing the
first arm member 22 and second arm member 24 suilicient
tension 1s applied thereto 1n order to employ adequate force
so as to move the skin fold to which the adhesive pad 50 1s
secured so as to maintain the skin fold 1n a biased position
away from an incision site. It 1s contemplated within the
scope of the present invention that the first arm member 22
and second arm member 24 could be configured with
fasteners such as but not limited to hook and loop fasteners
in order to facilitate the securing thereof to a table. Those
skilled in the art should recognize that numerous techniques
and elements could be incorporated 1n the first arm member
22 and second arm member 24 so as to accomplish the
ability to secure to a table and apply a force to the lower
portion 15.

In the preceding detailed description, reference has been
made to the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof,
and 1n which are shown by way of illustration specific
embodiments in which the imvention may be practiced.
These embodiments, and certain variants thereof, have been
described 1n suflicient detail to enable those skilled 1n the art
to practice the invention. It 1s to be understood that other
suitable embodiments may be utilized and that logical
changes may be made without departing from the spirit or
scope ol the mvention. The description may omit certain
information known to those skilled in the art. The preceding
detailed description 1s, therefore, not intended to be limited
to the specific forms set forth herein, but on the contrary, 1t
1s 1ntended to cover such alternatives, modifications, and
equivalents, as can be reasonably included within the spirit
and scope of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A surgical drape configured to have a portion thereof
releasably secured to a portion of a patient comprising;

a body, said body being planar in manner, said body
having a first side and a second side, said body con-
figured to be superposed a patient, said body having a
lower portion and an upper portion, said lower portion
and said upper portion of said body being contiguously
formed, said upper portion of said body having a first
arm member and a second arm member, said first arm
member and said second arm member being located on
opposing sides of the body, wherein said first arm
member 1mcludes a lower section and an upper section
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wherein the upper section of the first arm member 1s
ortented 1n an angularly outward position with respect
to the lower section of the first arm member and

6

portion being contiguous with said leit inner perimeter
edge and said right inner perimeter edge so as to define
a void, said void being configured to accommodate a

patient torso;
an adhesive pad, said adhesive pad being secured to said

lower portion of said body, said adhesive pad being

located on said second side of said body, said adhesive
pad configured to be releasably secured to a portion of

a patient, said adhesive pad configure to substantially
10 cover the lower portion of said body; and

wherein the first arm member and second arm member are

configured to be secured to a table so as to employ a
force on said lower portion of said body 1n order to
maintain the skin fold of the patient in a biased position
away from an 1ncision site.

4. The surgical drape as recited in claim 3, wherein the
first arm member and second arm member include ends, said
ends being configured to be secured to a table.

5. A surgical drape configured to have a portion thereof
releasably secured to a skin fold of a patient so as to maintain
the skin fold 1n a biased position away from an incision site
comprising:

a body, said body being planar in manner, said body
having a first side and a second side, said body con-
figured to be superposed a patient, said body having a
lower portion and an upper portion, said lower portion
and said upper portion of said body being contiguously
formed, said upper portion of said body having a first
arm member and a second arm member, said first arm
member and said second arm member being located on
opposing sides of the body, wherein said first arm
member 1ncludes a lower section and an upper section,
wherein the upper section of the first arm member 1s
ortented 1n an angularly outward position with respect
to the lower section of the first arm member, said lower
section and said upper section being contiguously

wherein the upper section of the second arm member 1s
oriented in an angularly outward position with respect >
to the lower section of the second arm member, said
lower section and said upper section being contigu-
ously formed, said lower section of said first arm
member being contiguous with said lower portion of
saild body and wheremn said second arm member
includes a lower section and an upper section, said
lower section and said upper section being contigu-
ously formed, said lower section of said second arm
member being contiguous with said lower portion of
said body; 15

a void, said void being intermediate said first arm member
and said second arm member, said void configured to
accommodate a torso of a patient;
an adhesive pad, said adhesive pad being secured to said
lower portion of said body, said adhesive pad being 2¢
located on said second side of said body, said adhesive
pad configured to be releasably secured to a portion of
a patient; and

wherein the first arm member and second arm member are
configured to be secured to a table so as to employ a 23
force on said lower portion of said body 1n order to
maintain the portion of the patient 1n a biased position
away from an 1ncision site.

2. The surgical drape as recited 1in claim 1, wherein the
portion of the patient to which the adhesive pad is secured 3
1s a skin fold.

3. A surgical drape configured to have a portion thereof
releasably secured to a skin fold of a patient so as to maintain
the skin fold 1n a biased position away from an incision site
comprising: 33

a body, said body being planar 1n manner, said body

having a first side and a second side, said body con-
figured to be superposed a patient, said body having a
lower portion and an upper portion, said lower portion

formed, said lower section of said first arm member

being contiguous with said lower portion of said body
and wherein said second arm member 1ncludes a lower

section and an upper section, said lower section and

and said upper portion of said body being contiguously 4Y . . . . .
formed, said upper portion of said body having a first said upper Seqtlon being contiguously formeglj Wl:l@l‘@lll
arm member and a second arm member said first arm the upper section of the second arm member 1s oriented
member and said second arm member being located on 1-all angl}larly outward position with respec.:t to the
opposing sides of the body, wherein said first arm lower section of the second arm member, said lower
member includes a lower section and an upper section, 4> Se_Ctlon_Of said secopd arill rqember being contiguous
said lower section and said upper section being con- W1 th Sa_ld IO,W et portion of Sa.ld boc?y,,
tiguously formed, wherein the upper section of the first a voud, sa}d void being intermediate .sald ﬁrst arm member
arm member is oriented in an angularly outward posi- and said second arm member,,‘ said void configured to
tion with respect to the lower section of the first arm accomplodate a torso Of‘? patient; .
member, said lower section of said first arm member 50 4l adhesive pad,, said E}dheswe pacil being >¢ cured to Sfald
being contiguous with said lower portion of said body lower portion of said b.o dy, Sal(.i adheswg pad be%ng
and wherein said second arm member includes a lower located on said second side of said body, said adhesive
section and an upper section, said lower section and pad fioniti‘gurzd to be releasably secured to a portion of
said upper section being contiguously formed, wherein 4 patieiit, ai
the upper section of the second arm member is oriented 55 wherein the first arm member and second arm member are
in an angularly outward position with respect to the configured t.o be secured.to . tablg > 45 tC.J employ a
lower section of the second arm member, said lower forc::e Ol said 1_0 wer portion Of. s:-augl body i 01‘(1?1" to
section of said second arm member being contiguous maintain the skin fold of the patient in a biased position
with said lower portion of said body, wherein said awdy from an incision site. . . .
«0 0. The surgical drape as recited in claim 35, wherein said

lower portion of said body further includes an upper
edge, said first arm member including a left inner
perimeter edge, said second arm member having a right
inner perimeter edge, said upper edge of said lower

adhesive pad substantially covers the lower portion of said
body.
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