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(57) ABSTRACT

A flow sensor comprises a tlow restriction disposed within
a passage such that a fluid passing through the passage must
pass through the flow restriction. The flow sensor also has an
upstream pressure sensor coupled to the passage at a point
upstream of the flow restriction and configured to measure
and provide an upstream pressure of the flud within the
passage, a downstream pressure sensor coupled to the pas-
sage at a pomnt downstream of the flow restriction and
configured to measure and provide a downstream pressure of
the fluid within the passage, and a temperature sensor
coupled to the passage and configured to measure and
provide a temperature of the fluid within the passage. The
flow sensor also 1includes a tlow sensor processor coupled to
the upstream and downstream pressure sensors and the
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temperature sensor and configured to accept measurements
therefrom and calculate a compensated flow rate based at
least 1n part on the measured pressures and temperature.

20 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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FLOW SENSOR

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 13/931.,486, filed Jun. 28, 2013, enfitled “FLOW SEN-
SOR;” which 1s related to co-pending U.S. application Ser.
No. 13/931,566, filed Jun. 28, 2013, U.S. Pat. No. 9,707,369,
entitled “MODULAR FLOW CASSETTE;” U.S. applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/931,418, filed Jun. 28, 2013, U.S. Pat. No.
9,433,743, entitled “VENTILATOR EXHALATION FLOW
VALVE;” and U.S. application Ser. No. 13/931,496, filed
Jun. 28, 2013, entitled “FLUID INLET ADAPTER,” the
disclosure of each of which 1s incorporated herein by
reference in 1ts entirety for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure generally relates to measurement
of gas tlow rates and, 1n particular, to accurate measurement
of the tlow rate of multiple gases.

Patients with respiratory injury, such as chronic respira-
tory failure, may be provided with a respirator to assist with
their breathing or, 1n severe cases, take over the breathing
function entirely. Respirators typically provide a flow of atr,
or other breathing gases, at an elevated pressure during an
inhalation interval, followed by an exhalation interval where
the pressurized air 1s diverted so that the air within the
patient’s lungs can be naturally expelled.

Conventional respirators may be configured to accept one
or more breathing gases, for example “pure oxygen” or
“heliox 80/20” (a mixture of 80% helium with 20% oxygen)
from external sources. The exact gas mixture delivered to
the patient, however, may be a mixture of various breathing,
gases since the specific percentage required for a particular
patient may not be commercially available and must be
custom mixed in the respirator.

It 1s important to provide precisely the specified tlow rate
of gas to the patient, particularly for neonatal patients whose
lungs are small and very susceptible to damage from over-
inflation.

SUMMARY

It 1s advantageous to provide an accurate flow measure-
ment of a variety of gases and gas mixtures over a range of
temperatures and flow rates.

In certain embodiments, a flow sensor 1s disclosed that
comprises a flow restriction disposed within a passage such
that a fluid passing through the passage must pass through
the tlow restriction, an upstream pressure sensor coupled to
the passage at a point upstream of the tlow restriction and
configured to measure and provide an upstream pressure of
the fluid within the passage, a downstream pressure sensor
coupled to the passage at a point downstream of the tlow
restriction and configured to measure and provide a down-
stream pressure of the fluid within the passage, a tempera-
ture sensor coupled to the passage and configured to mea-
sure¢ and provide a temperature of the fluid within the
passage, and a flow sensor processor coupled to the
upstream and downstream pressure sensors and the tempera-
ture sensor and configured to accept measurements there-
from and calculate a compensated flow rate based at least 1n
part on the measured pressures and temperature.

In certain embodiments, a method 1s disclosed that
includes the steps of identifying a fluid passing through a
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2

flow restriction, measuring a pressure drop across the tlow
restriction, retrieving compensation parameters that com-
prise information associated with characteristics of the i1den-
tified flmd flowing through the flow restriction, and calcu-
lating with a processor a compensated flow rate.

In certain embodiments, a ventilator 1s disclosed that
includes an output flow channel configured to mate with a
supply limb, an input flow channel configured to accept a
gas Irom a source, and a flow sensor that has a flow
restriction disposed within a passage coupled between the
input flow channel and the output flow channel such that the
gas passing through the passage must pass through the tlow
restriction, an upstream pressure sensor coupled to the
passage at a point upstream ol the flow restriction and
configured to measure and provide an upstream pressure of
the gas within the passage, a downstream pressure sensor
coupled to the passage at a point downstream of the tlow
restriction and configured to measure and provide an down-
stream pressure of the gas within the passage. The flow
sensor also has a temperature sensor coupled to the passage
and configured to measure and provide a temperature of the
gas within the passage and a flow sensor processor coupled
to the upstream and downstream pressure sensors and the
temperature sensor and configured to accept measurements
therefrom and calculate a compensated flow rate based at
least 1n part on the measured pressures and temperature.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide further understanding and are incorporated in and
constitute a part of this specification, illustrate disclosed
embodiments and together with the description serve to
explain the principles of the disclosed embodiments. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 depicts a patient using an exemplary ventilator
according to certain aspects of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are front and rear views of an exemplary
ventilator according to certain aspects of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram of an exemplary flow sensor
according to certain aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4A depicts an exemplary tflow cassette according to
certain aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4B 1s a cross-section of the flow cassette of FIG. 4A
according to certain aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4C 1s an enlarged view of a portion of FIG. 4B
showing an exemplary flow sensor according to certain
aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 1s a flow chart of an exemplary flow measurement
process according to certain aspects of the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It 1s advantageous to provide an accurate flow measure-
ment of a variety of gases and gas mixtures over a range of
temperatures and flow rates.

The disclosed systems and methods of measuring flow
rates and compensating for the composition of the gas or gas
mixture as well as the temperature of the measured gas
provides increased accuracy compared to flow measure-
ments made within conventional ventilators.

In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth to provide a full understanding of the
present disclosure. It will be apparent, however, to one
ordinarily skilled in the art that embodiments of the present
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disclosure may be practiced without some of the specific
details. In other instances, well-known structures and tech-
niques have not been shown in detail so as not to obscure the
disclosure. In the referenced drawings, like numbered ele-
ments are the same or essentially similar. Reference numbers
may have letter suflixes appended to indicate separate
instances of a common element while being referred to
generically by the same number without a suihix letter.

While the discussion herein 1s directed to a ventilator for
use 1n a hospital, the disclosed concepts and methods may be
applied to environments, such as a home or long-term care
tacility, and other fields, such as deep-sea diving, that would
benefit from accurate flow measurement of a variety of gas
mixtures. Those of skill in the art will recognize that these
same features and aspects may also be applied to the sensing
of flow rates of other fluids besides medical gases.

Within this document, the term “gas” shall be interpreted
to mean both a single material in gaseous form, for example
oxygen, and a mixture of two or more gases, for example air
or heliox. A gas may include water or other liquids 1n the
form of vapor or suspended droplets. A gas may also include
solid particulates suspended in the gas.

Within this document, the term “pure,” when used with
reference to a gas, means that the gas meets commonly
accepted medical standards for purity and content.

Within this document, the term “heliox” means a mixture
of pure oxygen and pure helium. The mixture may contain
a designated percentage of each gas, for example “heliox
70/30” containing approximately 70% helium and 30%
oxygen. Heliox may contain trace amounts of other gases.

Within this document, the term “temperature sensor”
means a device configured to measure temperature and
provide a signal that 1s related to the measured temperature.
A temperature sensor may include electronics to provide a
drive current or voltage and/or measure a current or voltage.
The electronics may further include conditioning and con-
version circuitry and/or a processor to convert the measured
value to a signal that may be 1n analog or digital form.

Within this document, the term “pressure sensor’” means
a device configured to measure a gas pressure and provide
a signal that 1s related to the measured pressure. A pressure
sensor may include electronics to provide a drive current or
voltage and/or measure a current or voltage. The electronics
may further include conditioning and conversion circuitry
and/or a processor to convert the measured value to a signal
that may be 1n analog or digital form. The pressure may be
provided in absolute terms or “gauge” pressure, 1.€. relative
to ambient atmospheric pressure.

Within this document, the term “Hall effect sensor’” means
a device configured to detect the presence ol a magnet or
other magnetic element without making physical contact
(non-contacting). A temperature sensor may include elec-
tronics to provide a drive current or voltage and/or measure
a current or voltage. The electronics may further include
conditioning and conversion circuitry and/or a processor to
convert the measured value to a signal that may be 1n analog
or digital form.

FIG. 1 depicts a patient 10 using an exemplary ventilator
100 according to certain aspects of the present disclosure. In
this example, the ventilator 100 1s connected to the patient
10 a supply tube or “limb” 104 and a return or exhaust limb
106. There may be a conditioning module 108 coupled to the
supply limb 104 that may, for example, warm or humidily
the air passing through the supply limb 104. The supply and
exhaust limbs 104, 106 are both coupled to a patient
interface device 102 that, 1n this example, 1s a mask that fits
over the mouth of the patient 10. In other embodiments (not
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4

shown 1n FIG. 1), the patient interface device 102 may
include a nasal mask, an intubation device, or any other
breathing interface device as known to those of skill in the
art.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are front and rear views of the ventilator
100 according to certain aspects of the present disclosure.
The ventilator 100 has a housing 110 with an attached user
interface 115 that, in certain embodiments, comprises a
display and a touchscreen. In FIG. 2A, 1t can be seen that the
front of the housing 110 includes a supply port 1535 for a
supply limb, such as supply limb 104 1n FIG. 1, and a return
port 150 for a exhaust limb, such as exhaust limb 106 1n FIG.
1. The return port 150 may be mounted over an access door
152 that provides access to a filter (not visible 1n FIG. 2A)
that filters and absorbs moisture from the exhaled breath of
the patient 10. In certain embodiments, there may also be a
front connection panel 160 for connection to, for example,
external instruments, sensors, or sensor modules. FIG. 2B
shows a rear view of the ventilator 100 with a gas inlet
adapter 120, an air intake port 140, and a power interface
130 that may include a power plug connector and a circuit
breaker reset switch. There may also be a rear interface panel
165 for connection to external instruments or a network
interface cable. A tlow cassette 200 1s installed within the
housing 110 behind the gas inlet adapter 120 and 1n fluid
communication between the inlet connector 126 shown 1n
FIG. 2B and the supply port 155 shown in FIG. 2A.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram of an exemplary flow cassette
200 according to certain aspects of the present disclosure.
The flow cassette 200 includes an 1nlet 222 that 1s configured
to sealingly mate with an input flow channel, for example a
coupler 122 of the gas inlet adapter 120. The gas inlet
adapter 120 also has an inlet connector (not shown 1n FIG.
3) that 1s flmdly connected to the coupler 122. Various
breathing gases and gas mixtures are associated with indi-
vidually unique connector types, sizes, and configurations,
wherein the association 1s generally recognized 1n the medi-
cal industry. Each gas inlet adapter 120 has one or more 1nlet
connectors that are adapted to respectively accept a connec-
tor that 1s unique to a certain type of gas or gas mixture. The
number and placement of magnets 124 are uniquely asso-
ciated with the inlet connector that will be coupled to the
inlet of the flow cassette 200 when that gas inlet adapter 120
1s 1nstalled 1n a ventilator and thereby mated with the tlow
cassette 200. In certain embodiments, the gas inlet adapter
120 may be configured to accept one or more of a standard
composition of ambient air, a pure oxygen, and a heliox gas
mixture.

The let 222 1s fluidly connected to a passage 223 that
runs through the flow cassette 200 to an outlet 232 that 1s
configured to sealingly mate with an output tlow channel of
the ventilator 100 that, for example, leads to the supply limb
104. In this example embodiment, there are several elements
disposed along the passage 223, including a check valve
260, a filter 264, a porous disk 410 and a valve 300. In
certain embodiments, some of these elements may be omit-
ted or arranged 1n a different order along the passage 223. In
this embodiment, the flow cassette 200 also includes a Hall
cllect sensor 258 configured to detect the number and
placement of the magnets 124 of the gas inlet adapter 120.
By comparing the detected number and placement of the
magnets 124 to stored information associating the number
and placement of the magnets 124 with gases that will be
accepted by the ilet connector that 1s coupled to the inlet of
the flow cassette 200, the processor 252 can automatically
determine what gas will be provided through the gas inlet
adapter 120 as installed in the ventilator 100. In other
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embodiments, the gas inlet adapter 120 may include another
type of indicator, for example a machine-readable element,
that 1s associated with the configuration of the gas inlet
adapter 120 and the flow cassette 200 may include a sensor
that 1s capable of reading the machine-readable element and
thereby automatically detecting the configuration of the gas
inlet adapter 120.

The tlow cassette 200 includes a flow sensor 400 that has
a flow restriction 410 that, 1n this example, 1s a porous disk
disposed 1n passage 223 such that all gas flowing through the
passage 223 must pass through the porous disk 410. The
flow sensor 400 also includes an upstream pressure sensor
420A and downstream pressure sensor 4208 with gas pas-
sages 424 from the sensors to sensing ports 421 A and 421B
disposed 1n the passage 223 on upstream and downstream
sides, respectively, of the porous disk 410. There 1s also a
temperature sensor 270 that has a temperature sensing
clement 271 disposed in the passage 223. In conjunction
with the knowledge of which gas i1s flowing through the
porous disk 410, derived from the configuration of the gas
inlet adapter 120 as indicated by the magnet 128 and sensed
by the Hall eflect sensor 258, and the knowledge of the
temperature of the gas, as measured by the temperature
sensor 270, the pressure drop can be used to determine the
true tlow rate, sometimes referred to as “the compensated
flow rate,” of the gas that 1s passing through the porous disk
410.

The pressure drop across the porous disk 410 1s related in
a monotonic way to the rate of gas passing through the
porous disk 410. The porous disk 410 1s characterized as to
its tlow resistance characteristics with a selection of gases
and gas mixtures at a standard temperature. Without being
bound by theory, certain gases, such as helium, have a
smaller molecular size and pass more easily through the
thickness of the porous disk 410 compared to a gas, such as
nitrogen, with a larger molecule. Thus, a certain pressure
drop will indicate a first flow rate for a small-molecule gas
and a second, lower flow rate for a large-molecule gas. Gas
mixtures will tend to have flow rates that retlect the per-
centage composition of the gases that make up the gas

mixture. In certain embodiments, the pressure drops of

certain predetermined medical gases and gas mixtures are
specifically characterized for the porous disk 410 and stored
in a look-up table contained 1n the memory 254 of the
clectronics module 250. The temperature of a gas also
allects the pressure drop for a given flow rate of that gas
flowing through the porous disk 410. In certain embodi-
ments, the effect of the gas temperature 1s also characterized
tor the porous disk 410 and stored in the memory 254. In
certain embodiments, the characterization of the flow char-
acteristics of the porous disk 410, also referred to herein as
“compensation parameters,” are combined for gas type and
temperature 1n a single look-up table. Those of skill 1n the art
will recognize that such compensation parameters may be
stored 1n other forms, for example equations that include
scaling parameters, to enable conversion of a raw pressure
drop measurement into an accurate tlow rate.

The tlow cassette 200 1includes an electronics module 250.
In certain embodiments, the conversion of the raw pressure
measurements by pressure sensors 420A, 4208 1nto a pres-
sure drop measurement 1s accomplished 1n a separate pres-
sure sensing electronics 422 and provided to a flow sensor
processor 252. In certain embodiments, the pressure sensing,
clectronics 422 may provide the processor 252 with indi-
vidual pressure signals for pressures that are upstream and
downstream of the porous disk 410. In certain embodiments,
there may also be a front connection panel 160 for connec-
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tion to, for example, external instruments, sensors, or sensor
modules. In certain embodiments, the pressure sensors
420A, 420B may provide the raw signals directly to the
processor 252. In certain embodiments, the pressure sensors
420A, 420B may include conversion circuitry such that each
sensor 420A, 4208 provides a pressure signal directly to the
processor 252.

In certain embodiments, the temperature sensor 270 pro-
vides a signal that includes a temperature to the pressure
sensing electronics 422. In certain embodiments, the tem-
perature sensor 270 provides this temperature signal directly
to the processor 252. In certain embodiments, the tempera-
ture sensing element 271 may be connected directly to the
pressure sensing electronics 422 or to the processor 252. In
certain embodiments, the temperature sensor 270 may be
configured to sense the gas temperature over a range of
temperatures of at least 5-50° C. In certain embodiments, the
temperature sensor 270 may be configured to sense the gas
temperature over a range of temperatures of at least 5-50° C.

The processor 252 1s connected to the memory 254 and an
interface module 256 as well as the sensors 270, 420A, and
420B. The various drive, sensing, and processing functions
of these sensors 270, 420A, and 4208 may be accomplished
in various different modules, such as the processor 2352 and
pressure sensing electronics 422, depending on the particu-
lar design and layout of the flow cassette 250 without
departing from the scope of this disclosure. For example, a
processor 252 may be configured to provide a supply an
clectrical current directly to the temperature sensing element
271 and to directly measure a voltage drop across the
temperature sensing element 271 without the need for inter-
vening electronics. All functions disclosed herein may be
accomplished 1n the block elements of FIG. 3 as described
or 1n alternate blocks and the blocks depicted 1n FIG. 3 may
be combined or divided without departing from the scope of
this disclosure.

The memory 254 1s configured to store operating instruc-
tions for the processor 252 and data that may include
calibration data for the sensors 258, 270, 420A, and 420B.
The data may also include information, as discussed above,
such as equations or look-up tables to use the two pressure
measurements from pressure sensors 420A and 420B and the
temperature measurement from the temperature sensor 270
to determine a flow rate through the porous disk 410. In
certain embodiments, the memory comprises non-volatile
memory such as magnetic disk, a solid-state memory, a flash
memory, or other non-transient, non-volatile storage device
as known to those of skill in the art.

The processor 252 1s also operatively coupled to the valve
300 and 1s capable of actuating the valve 300. The inter-
connection of the processor 252 with the other elements as
shown 1n FIG. 3 may be accomplished by direct connection
via any technology known to those of skill in the art, for
example twisted-pair wires or fiber-optic cables, or via a
network connection with microprocessors embedded 1n the
other elements. The interface module 256 may include
signal transceivers for wired or wireless communication
with other devices within the ventilator 100 or may connec-
tor to an external interface, such as the rear interface panel
165 shown 1n FIG. 2B, to communicate with devices exter-
nal to the ventilator 100.

FIG. 4A depicts an exemplary tlow cassette 200 according,
to certain aspects of the present disclosure. The tflow cassette

200 has a body 210 with an inlet end 220 and an outlet end
230. At the inlet end 220, there 1s the inlet 222 that 1s
configured to sealingly mate with a coupler 122 (not shown

in FI1G. 4A) of a gas inlet adapter 120. The inlet end 220 may
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also include locating features 226, for example protruding
pins, that align the gas inlet adapter 120 to the inlet 222 and
a mating face 224 that provides a reference surface for the
mated gas inlet adapter 120. A solenoid 240 1s attached to the
body proximate to the outlet end 230 to drive a pressure
control valve (not visible 1 FIG. 4A) disposed within the
body 210. The electronics module 250 1s attached, in this
embodiment, to the top of the body 210. The details of the
clectronics module are discussed in greater detail with
respect to FIG. 3.

FIG. 4B 1s a cross-section of the tlow cassette of FIG. 4A
according to certain aspects of the present disclosure. The
dashed-line box 400 indicates the elements that make up the
flow sensor 400, which 1s discussed in greater detail with
respect to FIGS. 3 and 4C. The passage 223 that connects the
inlet 222 and outlet 232 1s visible 1n the cross-section of FIG.
4B, with the porous disk 410 disposed within the passage
223.

FIG. 4C 1s an enlarged view of a portion of FIG. 4B
showing the exemplary flow sensor 400 according to certain
aspects ol the present disclosure. In this example, the
pressure sensors 420A, 4208 are disposed within the pack-
age of the pressure sensing electronics 422 and connected to
the passage 223 by gas passages 424 leading to sensing ports
421A and 421B. The temperature sensing element 271 1s
exposed to the interior of the passage 223 and therefore 1n
contact with the gas within the passage 223. Seals 426, 1n
this example a pair of o-rings, provide a gas-tight seal
between the housing 210 and the tube extensions 428 for the
gas passages 424 and a feed-through 429 for the temperature
sensing element 271.

FIG. 5 1s a flow chart of an exemplary flow measurement
process 500 according to certain aspects of the present
disclosure. The process 500 starts in step 510 by determining
which gas or gas mixture, for example oxygen or heliox
70/30, will be tlowing through the flow sensor 400. In step
515, the gas pressures upstream and downstream of the tlow
restriction 410 are measured and a pressure drop across the
flow restriction 410 1s calculated 1n step 520. In step 525, the
processor 232 calculates an uncompensated flow rate based
at least partially on the pressure drop. The temperature of the
gas flowing through the flow sensor 400 1s measured 1n step
530 and 1n step 535 the processor 252 loads information
from the memory 254 that may include compensation
parameters related to the flow sensor 400. The processor 252
calculates a compensated flow rate using the retrieved
compensation parameters 1 step 340 and provides this
compensated flow rate, for example to a processor of the
ventilator 100, 1n step 345. Step 350 15 a decision point that
checks whether a “stop” command has been received, 1n
which case the process 500 branches along the “yes™ path to
the end and terminates. If a “stop” command has not been
received, the process 300 branches along the “no” path back
to step 515 and measures the pressures and temperature. The
process 500 will loop through the steps 315-550 until a
“stop” command 1s received.

In summary, it can be seen that the disclosed embodi-
ments of the flow sensor provide an accurate measurement
of a gas flow rate 1n a compact and modular form. The
accuracy of the flow rate may be improved by compensating
for one or more of the gas temperature and the gas compo-
sition. This compensation may be accomplished through
prior experimental calibration of the particular flow restric-
tion, e.g. porous disk, or calculations based on gas flow
theory. The modular form enables this subsystem to be
independently tested and calibrated as well as simplifying
assembly and replacement.
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The previous description 1s provided to enable any person
skilled 1n the art to practice the various aspects described
herein. While the foregoing has described what are consid-
cered to be the best mode and/or other examples, 1t 1s
understood that various modifications to these aspects will
be readily apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic
principles defined herein may be applied to other aspects.
Thus, the claims are not intended to be limited to the aspects
shown herein, but 1s to be accorded the full scope consistent
with the language claims, wherein reference to an element in
the singular 1s not intended to mean “one and only one”
unless specifically so stated, but rather “one or more.”
Unless specifically stated otherwise, the terms ““a set” and
“some” refer to one or more. Pronouns in the masculine
(e.g., his) include the feminine and neuter gender (e.g., her
and 1ts) and vice versa. Headings and subheadings, 1f any,
are used for convenience only and do not limit the invention.

To the extent that the terms “include,” “have,” or the like
are used 1n the description or the claims, such terms are
intended to be inclusive 1n a manner similar to the term
“comprise’” as “‘comprise” 1s interpreted when employed as
a transitional word 1n a claim.

It 1s understood that the specific order or hierarchy of
steps 1n the processes disclosed 1s an 1llustration of exem-
plary approaches. Based upon design preferences, 1t 1s
understood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps 1n the
processes may be rearranged. Some of the steps may be
performed simultaneously. The accompanying method
claims present elements of the various steps 1 a sample
order, and are not meant to be limited to the specific order
or hierarchy presented.

Terms such as “top,” “bottom,” “front,” “rear” and the
like as used 1n this disclosure should be understood as
referring to an arbitrary frame of reference, rather than to the
ordinary gravitational frame of reference. Thus, a top sur-
face, a bottom surface, a front surface, and a rear surface
may extend upwardly, downwardly, diagonally, or horizon-
tally 1n a gravitational frame of reference.

A phrase such as an “aspect” does not imply that such
aspect 1s essential to the subject technology or that such
aspect applies to all configurations of the subject technology.
A disclosure relating to an aspect may apply to all configu-
rations, or one or more configurations. A phrase such as an
aspect may refer to one or more aspects and vice versa. A
phrase such as an “embodiment” does not imply that such
embodiment 1s essential to the subject technology or that
such embodiment applies to all configurations of the subject
technology. A disclosure relating to an embodiment may
apply to all embodiments, or one or more embodiments. A
phrase such an embodiment may refer to one or more
embodiments and vice versa.

The word “exemplary” 1s used herein to mean “serving as
an example or 1llustration.” Any aspect or design described
herein as “exemplary” 1s not necessarily to be construed as
preferred or advantageous over other aspects or designs.

No claim element 1s to be construed under the provisions
of 35 U.S.C. § 112, sixth paragraph, unless the element is
expressly recited using the phrase “means for” or, 1n the case
of a method claim, the element is recited using the phrase
“step for.”

e 4 4

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A flow sensor comprising:

a passage having an inlet and an outlet;

a flow restriction positioned to intersect the passage;

an upstream pressure sensor coupled to the passage
between the inlet and the flow restriction, the upstream
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pressure sensor configured to measure an upstream
pressure ol a gas within the passage;

a downstream pressure sensor coupled to the passage
between the flow restriction and the outlet, the down-
stream pressure sensor configured to measure a down-
stream pressure of the gas within the passage;

a filter coupled to the passage between the inlet and the
upstream pressure Sensor;

a temperature sensor coupled to the passage between the
inlet and the filter, the temperature sensor configured to
measure a temperature of the gas within the passage;
and

a flow sensor processor configured to calculate a com-
pensated tlow rate based on measurements received
from any of the upstream pressure sensor, the down-
stream pressure sensor, and the temperature sensor.

2. The flow sensor of claim 1, wherein the flow restriction

comprises a porous disk.

3. The flow sensor of claim 1, comprising pressure
sensing electronics coupled to the upstream pressure sensor
and the downstream pressure sensor and configured to
calculate a pressure drop measurement.

4. The tlow sensor of claim 3, comprising a package for
housing the upstream pressure sensor, the downstream pres-
sure sensor, the pressure sensor electronics, and the tem-
perature sensor, wherein the upstream pressure sensor 1s
connected to the passage through a first gas passage, the
downstream pressure sensor 1s connected to the passage
through a second gas passage, and the temperature sensor 1s
connected to the passage through a feed-through connected
to the passage between the inlet and the filter.

5. The flow sensor of claim 1, comprising a non-volatile
memory configured to store compensation parameters which
characterize flow resistance characteristics of the flow
restriction, the compensation parameters comprising a pres-
sure drop of at least one predetermined gas characterized for
the flow restriction.

6. The flow sensor of claim 5, wherein:

the non-volatile memory 1s configured to store executable
instructions;

the flow sensor processor 1s configured by retrieving the
executable instructions from the memory to further
retrieve the compensation parameters from the
memory; and

the calculation of the compensated flow rate 1s based at
least 1n part on the retrieved compensation parameters.

7. The flow sensor of claim 6, wherein:

the flow sensor processor 1s further configured to accept
an 1dentification of the gas that 1s passing through the
passage;

the compensation parameters comprise characteristics of
the tlow restriction that are related to a plurality of
predetermined gases;

the retrieved compensation parameters comprise charac-
teristics of the tlow restriction related to the 1dentified
gas; and

the calculation of the compensated tlow rate 1s based at
least 1n part on the retrieved compensation parameters
that are related to the identified gas.

8. The flow sensor of claim 7, wherein the plurality of

predetermined gases comprises one or more medical gases.

9. The flow sensor of claim 7, wherein the plurality of
predetermined gases comprises any of a standard composi-
tion of ambient air, a pure oxygen, and a heliox gas mixture.

10. The flow sensor of claim 7, wherein the characteristics
of the flow restriction are predetermined for each of the
plurality of predetermined gases.
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11. A ventilator comprising:

a sensor configured to detect a number and placement of
at least one magnet of a gas inlet adapter, the number
and placement of the one or more magnets associated
with a gas;

an output flow channel configured to mate with a supply
limb, an mput flow channel configured to accept the gas
from a source; and

a flow sensor comprising;:

a passage having an inlet coupled to the input tlow
channel, and an outlet coupled to the output flow
channel;

a flow restriction positioned to intersect the passage;

an upstream pressure sensor coupled to the passage
between the 1inlet and the flow restriction, the
upstream pressure sensor configured to measure and
provide an upstream pressure ol the gas within the
passage;

a downstream pressure sensor coupled to the passage
between the flow restriction and the outlet, the down-
stream pressure sensor configured to measure and
provide a downstream pressure of the gas within the
passage;

a filter coupled to the passage between the inlet and the
upstream pressure sensor;

a temperature sensor coupled to the passage between
the inlet and the filter, the temperature sensor con-
figured to measure and provide a temperature of the
gas within the passage; and

a flow sensor processor configured to calculate a com-
pensated flow rate based on measurements received
from any of the upstream pressure sensor, the down-
stream pressure sensor, and the temperature sensor.

12. The ventilator of claim 11, wherein the flow restriction
comprises a porous disk.

13. The ventilator of claim 11, comprising pressure sens-
ing electronics coupled to the upstream pressure sensor and
the downstream pressure sensor and configured to calculate
a pressure drop measurement.

14. The ventilator of claim 13, comprising a package for
housing the upstream pressure sensor, the downstream pres-
sure sensor, the pressure sensor electronics, and the tem-
perature sensor, wherein the upstream pressure sensor 1s
connected to the passage through a first gas passage, the
downstream pressure sensor 1s connected to the passage
through a second gas passage, and the temperature sensor 1s
connected to the passage through a feed-through connected
to the passage between the inlet and the filter.

15. The ventilator of claim 11, comprising a non-volatile
memory configured to store compensation parameters which
characterize flow resistance characteristics of the flow
restriction, the compensation parameters comprising a pres-
sure drop of at least one predetermined gas characterized for
the flow restriction.

16. The ventilator of claim 15, wherein:

the non-volatile memory 1s configured to store executable

instructions;

the flow sensor processor 1s configured by retrieving the

executable instructions from the memory to further

retriecve the compensation parameters Irom the
memory; and

the calculation of the compensated tlow rate 1s based at

least in part on the retrieved compensation parameters.

17. The ventilator of claim 16, further comprising:

the gas inlet adapter having the at least one magnet

associated with the gas being supplied to the input tlow

channel; and
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a central processor coupled to the sensor and the flow
sensor processor, the central processor configured to
identify the gas that will be passing through the flow
sensor based on a detected orientation of the gas inlet
adapter, 5

wherein:

the flow sensor processor 1s further configured to accept
an 1dentification of the gas that 1s passing through the
flow sensor, the 1dentification based on the number and
placement of the at least one magnet of the gas inlet 10
adapter;

the compensation parameters comprise characteristics of
the flow restriction that are related to a plurality of
predetermined gases;

the retrieved compensation parameters comprise charac- 15
teristics of the tlow restriction related to the i1dentified
gas; and

the calculation of the compensated flow rate 1s based at
least 1n part on the retrieved compensation parameters
that are related to the identified gas. 20

18. The ventilator of claim 17, wherein the plurality of

predetermined gases comprises one or more medical gases.

19. The ventilator of claim 17, wherein the plurality of

predetermined gases comprises one or more of a standard
composition of ambient air, a pure oxygen, and a heliox gas 25
mixture.

20. The ventilator of claim 17, wherein the characteristics

of the tlow restriction are predetermined for each of the
plurality of predetermined gases.
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