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SYSTEMS AND APPARATUSES FOR
CARPORT WITH INTEGRATED
PRECIPITATION AND CABLE
MANAGEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 15/936,021, filed Mar. 26, 2019, which claims the

benefit of U.S. Design application No. 29/639,281 (now
U.S. Pat. No. D850,363), which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Application No. 62/593.,475, filed Dec. 1, 2017
and U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/608,329 filed Dec.
20, 20177, which are all incorporated herein by reference 1n
their entirety.

BACKGROUND

The “background” description provided herein 1s for the
purpose of generally presenting the context of the disclo-
sure. Work of the presently named inventors, to the extent it
1s described 1n this background section, as well as aspects of
the description which may not otherwise qualily as prior art
at the time of filing, are neither expressly or impliedly
admuitted as prior art against the present invention.

To reduce dependence on fossil fuels (both domestic and
imported) and reduce the negative environmental impacts of
such fuel emissions, there 1s a need to increase the distrib-
uted power generation base. Similarly, there 1s a need to
maximize the value and productivity of single-use real estate
to facilitate such things as mounting for PV or solar mod-
ules, shade for cars, shade for outdoor activities and other
events and purposes. Complications and limitations associ-
ated with rooftop nstallations make incorporating solar
power generation systems 1n underutilized open spaces one
such means of addressing these needs. This will necessitate
an increase ol the electrical transmission infrastructure.

Conventional support structures for PV power systems are
typically designed such that the module arrays are oriented
along a single slope plane. Several drawbacks of these
structures include limited sight lines from beneath the struc-
tures, avalanching of snow and ice from the system, and
dificulty of deployment on parking lots that are not 1deally
geographically oriented. Accordingly, there 1s a need for an
improved solar power generation assembly and methods for
providing same.

SUMMARY

The foregoing paragraphs have been provided by way of
general introduction, and are not intended to limait the scope
of the {following claims. The described embodiments,
together with further advantages, will be best understood by
reference to the following detailed description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

According to embodiments of the disclosed subject mat-
ter, a carport includes a casting, wherein a first brace and a
second brace on a {irst side of the casting support a canopy,
and a third brace and a fourth brace on a second side of the
casting also support the canopy. One or more of the {first
brace and the third brace are configured for electrical cable
management, wherein electrical cables disposed within the
first brace extend from the canopy through the first side of
the casting, and electrical cables disposed within the third
brace extend from the canopy through the second side of the
casting. Additionally, one or more of the second brace and
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2

the fourth brace are configured for precipitation manage-
ment, wherein a gutter system integrated into the canopy
directs precipitation to the second brace and the fourth brace,
and the second brace and the fourth brace direct the pre-
cipitation from the canopy toward the casting.

According to embodiments of the disclosed subject mat-
ter, a support structure includes a casting, wherein support
structure includes a first brace and a second brace on a first
side of the casting and a third brace and a fourth brace on a
second side of the casting, wherein one or more of the first
brace and the third brace are configured for electrical cable
management, wherein electrical cables are disposed within
the first brace extend through the first side of the casting, and
clectrical cables disposed within the third brace extend
through the second side of the casting. Additionally, one or
more of the second brace and the fourth brace are configured
for precipitation management, wherein precipitation tlows
through the second brace and the fourth brace to direct
precipitation toward the casting.

According to embodiments of the disclosed subject mat-
ter, a dual-tilt carport includes a casting. Additionally, the
dual-tilt carport includes a first brace and a second brace on
a first side of the casting supporting a first portion of a
canopy, wherein the first portion of the canopy 1s tilted at a
first predetermined tilt angle. Further, the dual-t1ilt carport
includes a third brace and a fourth brace on a second side of
the casting supporting a second portion of the canopy,
wherein the second portion of the canopy 1s tilted at a first
predetermined tilt angle, wherein the first portion of the
canopy 1s longer than the second portion of the canopy.
Additionally, one or more of the first brace and the third
brace are configured for electrical cable management,
wherein electrical cables disposed within the first brace
extend from one or more of the first portion of the canopy
and the second portion of the canopy through the first side
of the casting, and electrical cables disposed within the third
brace extend from one or more of the first portion of the
canopy and the second portion of the canopy through the
second side of the casting. Additionally, one or more of the
second brace and the fourth brace are configured for pre-
cipitation management, wherein a gutter system integrated
into the first and second portion of the canopy directs
precipitation to the second brace and the fourth brace, and
the second brace and the fourth brace direct the precipitation
from the first and second portion of the canopy toward the
casting.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete appreciation of the disclosure and many
of the attendant advantages thereof will be readily obtained
as the same becomes better understood by reference to the
following detailed description when considered 1n connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary solar power generation
assembly according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter;

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary solar power generation
assembly according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter:

FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary solar power generation
assembly according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter:

FIG. 4A depicts an exemplary single-tilt carport at a first
predetermined tilt angle according to one or more aspects of
the disclosed subject matter;
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FIG. 4B depicts an exemplary single-tilt carport at a
second predetermined tilt angle according to one or more
aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. SA depicts an exemplary dual-tilt carport 1 a first
predetermined tilt angle configuration according to one or
more aspects of the disclosed subject matter:

FIG. 5B depicts an exemplary dual-tilt carport 1n a second
predetermined tilt angle configuration according to one or
more aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 5C depicts an exemplary dual-tilt carport in a third
predetermined tilt angle configuration according to one or
more aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary precipitation flow according
to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 7A depicts an exemplary external portion for pre-
cipitation management according to one or more aspects of
the disclosed subject matter:

FIG. 7B depicts an exemplary internal portion for pre-
cipitation management according to one or more aspects of
the disclosed subject matter:

FIG. 8 depicts an exemplary integrated charging station
according to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject
matter:

FIG. 9 depicts exemplary integrated lighting according to
one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 10 depicts exemplary purlin connection according to
one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter:

FIG. 11A depicts an exemplary casting according to one
or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter:

FIG. 11B depicts an exemplary casting according to one
or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 12A depicts an exemplary placement for an inverter
according to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject
maftter;

FIG. 12B depicts an exemplary placement for an inverter
according to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject
matter;

FIG. 13A depicts an exemplar) column-to-brace weld-
ment according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter:

FIG. 13B depicts an exemplary column-to-brace casting
according to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject
matter:

FIG. 14A depicts a perspective view ol an exemplary
crossbeam according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter:

FIG. 14B depicts a lengthwise end view of an exemplary
crossbeam according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter;

FIG. 15A depicts an exemplary connection of a cross-
beam connected to a purlin according to one or more aspects
of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 15B depicts an exemplary connection apparatus
configured to attach a crossbeam to a purlin according to one
or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 16A depicts an exemplary row of photovoltaic
modules according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter;

FIG. 16B depicts an exemplary purlin coupler according
to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 16C depicts an exemplary purlin end cap according
to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter;

FIG. 16D depicts an end view of an exemplary purlin
coupler according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter; and

FIG. 16E depicts an exemplary washer block according to
one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter.
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4
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The description set forth below 1n connection with the
appended drawings 1s intended as a description of various
embodiments of the disclosed subject matter and 1s not

necessarily intended to represent the only embodiment(s). In
certain mnstances, the description includes specific details for

the purpose of providing an understanding of the disclosed
subject matter. However, it will be apparent to those skilled

in the art that embodiments may be practiced without these
specific details. In some 1instances, well-known structures
and components may be shown in block diagram form 1in
order to avoid obscuring the concepts of the disclosed
subject matter.

Retference throughout the specification to “one embodi-
ment” or “an embodiment” means that a particular feature,
structure, characteristic, operation, or function described 1n
connection with an embodiment 1s 1ncluded 1n at least one
embodiment of the disclosed subject matter. Thus, any
appearance of the phrases “in one embodiment” or “in an
embodiment” 1n the specification 1s not necessarily referring
to the same embodiment. Further, the particular features,
structures, characteristics, operations, or functions may be
combined 1n any suitable manner in one or more embodi-
ments. Further, 1t 1s intended that embodiments of the
disclosed subject matter can and do cover modifications and
variations of the described embodiments.

It must be noted that, as used 1n the specification and the
appended claims, the singular forms “a,” *“an,” and “the”
include plural referents unless the context clearly dictates
otherwise. That 1s, unless clearly specified otherwise, as
used herein the words “a” and ““an” and the like carry the
meaning of “one or more.” Additionally, it 1s to be under-
stood that terms such as “left,” “right,” “top,” “bottom,”
“front,” “rear,” “side,” “height,” “length,” “width,” “upper,”
“lower,” “interior,” “exterior,” “inner,” “outer,” and the like
that may be used herein, merely describe points of reference
and do not necessarily limit embodiments of the disclosed
subject matter to any particular orientation or configuration.
Furthermore, terms such as “first,” “second,” *“third,” etc.,
merely 1dentily one of a number of portions, components,
points of reference, operations and/or functions as described
herein, and likewise do not necessarily limit embodiments of
the disclosed subject matter to any particular configuration
or orientation.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference
numerals designate 1dentical or corresponding parts
throughout the several views.

FIGS. 1-3 depict exemplary solar power generation
assemblies 100, 200, 300 including a casting support struc-
ture supporting one or more canopies including a plurality of
solar or photovoltaic modules configured for solar power
generation. In  general, the casting support structure
clegantly and seamlessly integrates precipitation manage-
ment, electrical cable management, lighting, and electric
vehicle charging features with the solar power generation
assembly.

More specifically, FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary solar
power generation assembly 100 according to one or more
aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one implementa-
tion, the solar power generation assembly 100 1s a dual-tilt
carport. However, the solar power generation assembly 100
can be a service station, a canopy for shade or otherwise, a
garage or any other functional and/or aesthetic structure, for
example.

In one implementation, the dual-tilt carport has an asym-
metric canopy, wherein a {irst portion 150 of the canopy 1s
longer than a second portion 1355 of the canopy. Additionally,
the first portion 150 of the canopy can be tilted at a first
predetermined tilt angle and the second portion 155 of the
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canopy can be titled at a second predetermined tilt angle.
Generally, the one or more predetermined tilt angles of the
solar power generation assemblies 100, 200, 300 are based
on geographical location, which includes considering what
predetermined tilt angles are optimal for solar power gen-
eration 1n that geographical location. Alternatively, or addi-
tionally, the predetermined tilt angles are based on the
orientation of the solar power generation assembly, which
includes considering how many degrees ofl azimuth the
solar power generation assembly 1s oriented.

The casting 130 1s attached to the column 105. In one
implementation, the casting may be 1 the form of a Y-cast-
ing. However, other shapes and/or form factors for casting
are possible. A first brace 110, a second brace 115, a third
brace 120, and a fourth brace 125 connect the casting 130 to
the crossbeam 135. As a result, the column 105, casting 130,
and first brace 110, second brace 115, third brace 120, and
fourth brace 125 provide a support structure. In one 1mple-
mentation, the support structure 1s a Y’ support structure,
but other shapes and/or form factors are possible. Further,
the crossbeam 135 supports a plurality of purlins 140, and
the purlins 140 support a plurality of solar or photovoltaic
modules 145. In one implementation, each purlin supports a
row of photovoltaic modules 145. The first, second, third,
and fourth brace 110, 115, 120, 125 can be manufactured at
different lengths based on the predetermined tilt angle.

Additionally, 1n one implementation, the solar power
generation assembly 100 includes a plurality of columns
105. The distance between each column 105 can be based on
geographic location and corresponding expected weather 1n
that geographic location. For example, because snow can be
reasonably expected each winter in the northeastern portion
of the United States, for example, the columns 105 can be
placed closer together to more robustly support the weight of
any snowlall. On the other hand, because snow 1s less likely
in the western portion of the Umited States (e.g., California),
the columns 105 can be placed farther apart. Table 1 includes
an exemplary number of columns 105 and column spacing
for expected snowiall 1n certain geographical regions.

East Coast, 40 pounds per
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first set of photovoltaic modules 245 belonging to the first
canopy 260. The second canopy 265 includes a second
crossbeam 250 and a second set of photovoltaic modules
2355 belonging to the second canopy 265. The {first cross-
beam 235 and the second crossbeam 250 do not directly
connect. Additionally, the first set of photovoltaic modules
245 and the second set of photovoltaic modules 255 do not
directly connect. As a result, the first brace 210 and the
second brace 215 support the first canopy 260, and the first
brace 210 and the second brace 215 are each manufactured
to a predetermined length based on the predetermined tilt
angle of the first canopy 260. Additionally, the third brace
220 and the fourth brace 225 support the second canopy 265,
and the third brace 220 and the fourth brace 240 are each
manufactured to a predetermined length based on the pre-
determined tilt angle of the second canopy 265.

FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary solar power generation
assembly 300 according to one or more aspects of the
disclosed subject matter. The solar power generation assem-
bly 300 also shares similar components as the solar power
generation assemblies 100, 200 (e.g., casting and column).
In one implementation, the solar power generation assembly
300 1s a single-tilt carport. The solar power generation
assembly 300 includes a casting 330 attached to a column
305. A first brace 310, a second brace 315, a third brace 320,
and a fourth brace 325 connect the casting 330 to a cross-
beam 335. The crossbeam 335 supports a plurality of purlins
340, and the purlins 340 support a plurality of photovoltaic
modules 345. For example, each purlin 340 supports a row
of photovoltaic modules 345. The first brace 310, the second
brace 315, the third brace 320, and the fourth brace 325 are
manufactured at different lengths based on the predeter-
mined tilt angle of the single-tilt carport.

It should be appreciated that the casting support configu-
ration allows for common structural members for each of the

solar power generation assemblies 100, 200, 300 including
the columns 105, 205, 305; the braces 110, 115, 120, 125,

210, 215, 220, 225, 310, 315, 320, 325; and the crossheams

square foot (pst) of snow West Coast East Coast, 50 pst
Modules Total Col Space Col Space Col Space
Series “Up” Length (ft) # Column (ft) # Column (ft) # Column (1t)
E-83 kW 6 138.9 5 29.5 4 37.5 7 20.7
E-66 kW 6 104.2 4 28.1 3 38.5 5 22.1
E-43 kW 6 69.5 3 25.7 2 40.7 4 18.7
X-83 kW 6 125.0 5 26.6 4 33.7 7 18.6
X-66 kW 6 93.8 4 25.3 3 34.6 5 19.9
X-43 kW 6 62.5 3 23.1 2 36.6 4 16.9

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary solar power generation
assembly 200 according to one or more aspects of the
disclosed subject matter. In one 1mplementation, the solar
power generation assembly 200 1s a dual-tilt carport,
wherein the dual-tilt carport has a symmetric canopy where
a first portion of the canopy (e.g., first canopy 260) 1s the
same length as a second portion of the canopy (e.g., second
canopy 263). Solar power generation assembly 200 includes
components that can also be used 1n solar power generation
assembly 100. For example, the solar power generation
assembly 1ncludes casting 230, column 205, first brace 210,
second brace 215, third brace 220, fourth brace 225, and
purlins 240. However, the solar power generation assembly
200 includes a first canopy 260 and a second canopy 265.
The first canopy 260 includes a first crossbeam 235 and a
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135, 235, 335. However, the crossbeams may be manufac-
tured for different predetermined tilt angles and the braces
may be manufactured at different lengths to accommodate
for the different predetermined tilt angles. For example, the
first brace 110 and the second brace 1135 1n FIG. 1 will be
longer when the first portion 150 of the canopy 1s at a 15
degree tilt angle compared to a 10 degree tilt angle. How-
ever, the first brace 110 and the second brace 115 1n FIG. 1
for a 10 degree tilt angle can be the same lengths as the first
brace 210 and the second brace 215 1n FIG. 2 for a 10 degree
t1lt angle even though the braces are for different solar power
generation assemblies, which provides a significant cost
savings 1n manufacturing.

In one implementation, the tilt angle 1s measured relative
to an axis that 1s perpendicular to a lengthwise axis of the
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column 105, 205, 305. In other words, if the column 105,
205, 305 1s vertical, a horizontal axis perpendicular to the
vertical column 1s the reference (i.e., 0 degree tilt angle) for
measuring the tilt angle of the one or more canopies or one
or more portions of canopies of the solar power generation
assembly.

Although the canopy 1s described as a solar canopy, the
disclosure 1s not limited to solar canopies and the imnventive
aspects described herein can be used with any canopy,
awning or rooi structure.

FIG. 4A depicts an exemplary single-tilt carport 405 at a
predetermined tilt angle according to one or more aspects of
the disclosed subject matter. In one implementation, the
predetermined tilt angle of the single-tilt carport 405 1s 10
degrees. However, the predetermined tilt angle of the single-
t1lt carport 405 can be 1 degree to 20 degrees. Thus, the exact
t1lt angle 1s not limiting on the present disclosure.

FIG. 4B depicts an exemplary single-tilt carport 410 at a
predetermined tilt angle according to one or more aspects of
the disclosed subject matter. In one implementation, the
predetermined tilt angle of the single-tilt carport 410 1s 15
degrees. However, the predetermined tilt angle of the single-
t1lt carport 410 can be 1 degree to 20 degrees. Thus, these tlt
angles are merely exemplary, and other tilt angles are
possible without departing from the present disclosure.

FIG. 5A depicts an exemplary dual-tilt carport 505 1n a
first predetermined tilt angle configuration according to one
or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one
implementation, the first predetermined tilt angle configu-
ration includes a first portion 520 of the canopy having a tilt
angle of 2 degrees and a second portion 325 of the canopy
having a tilt angle of 4 degrees.

FIG. 8B depicts an exemplary dual-tilt carport 510 1n a
second predetermined tilt angle configuration according to
one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one
implementation, the second predetermined tilt angle con-
figuration mcludes a first portion 530 of the canopy having
a t1lt angle of 10 degrees and a second portion 535 of the
canopy having a tilt angle of 4 degrees.

FIG. 5C depicts an exemplary dual-tilt carport 515 1n a
third predetermined tilt angle configuration according to one
or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one
implementation, the third predetermined tilt angle configu-
ration includes a first portion 540 of the canopy having a tilt
angle of 15 degrees and a second portion 545 of the canopy
having a tilt angle of 4 degrees.

Referring to FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 5A-35C, 1t should be
appreciated that portions of the solar power generation
assemblies can use the same components for multiple solar
power generation assemblies. For example, the casting may
be the same component for each of the solar power genera-
tion assemblies. More specifically, the first and second brace
can be used for both solar power generation assembly 4035
and solar power generation assembly 510 because the tilt
angle of the solar power generation assembly 405 and the tilt
angle of the first portion of the solar power generation
assembly 510 are the same. As a result, manufacturing costs
can be reduced significantly.

FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary precipitation flow 605 for
solar power generation assembly 600 according to one or
more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one 1mple-
mentation, solar power generation assembly 600 can have an
asymmetrical canopy like solar power generation assembly
100. However, 1t should be appreciated that the precipitation
flow 605 has generally the same flow for each solar power
generation assembly 100, 200, and 300 configuration in that
the precipitation tlow 1s eventually directed to one or more
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braces (e.g., the second brace and/or fourth brace) and
through the casting (e.g., casting 130, 230, 330). More
specifically, precipitation can initially collect 1n a gutter
system between rows of photovoltaic modules which drain
to each crossbeam. Each crossbeam directs precipitation
toward a corresponding brace (e.g., the second brace 115,
215, 315 and/or the fourth brace 125, 225, 325). Then the
one or more braces direct precipitation to the casting where
a gutter can be disposed within or adjacent to the column
where the precipitation flow 605 terminates.

In one implementation, the casting and corresponding
braces are configured such that at least one of the precipi-
tation management braces (e.g., second brace 113) 1s posi-
tioned to connect to the crossbeam of the canopy at a lowest
point of the canopy to assist in removal of precipitation from
the canopy.

Additionally, FIG. 6 depicts a zoomed 1n view of a gutter
610 disposed within a crossbeam 615, wherein the gutter
610 1s configured to direct the precipitation tlow 605 to the
water management brace (e.g., the second brace 115, 215,
315 and/or the fourth brace 125, 225, 325).

FIG. 7A depicts an exemplary external portion 7035 for
precipitation management according to one or more aspects
of the disclosed subject matter. In one 1implementation, a
brace 710 includes an external portion 705 of a precipitation
management system for the power generation assembly,
wherein the external portion 703 1s a gutter attached to the
brace 710. More specifically, the external portion 1s disposed
outside of the brace 710.

FIG. 7B depicts an exemplary internal portion 720 for
precipitation management according to one or more aspects
of the disclosed subject matter. In one implementation, the
internal portion 720 1s disposed inside the brace 710.

Referring to FIGS. 7A and 7B, both the external portion
715 and the internal portion 720 are portions of the precipi-
tation flow 605 1n FIG. 6 configured to assist in removing
precipitation from the one more canopies. Additionally, 1t
should be appreciated that brace 710 can correspond to the
fourth brace 125, 225, 325. Additionally, the second brace
115, 215, 315 can also be similarly configured to assist in
removing precipitation from the one or more canopies.

FIG. 8 depicts an exemplary integrated charging station
815 according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter. In one implementation, the charging station
815 15 integrated into a column 820, wherein the column 820
1s configured to support a portion of a solar power generation
assembly. The column 820 can be part of a Y-structural
support configuration that includes a casting (e.g., casting
130, 230, 330) and a plurality of braces configured to
support electrical cable and precipitation management. In
one implementation, one or more of braces 8035 and 810 are
configured for electrical cable management. For example,
clectrical cables can be disposed 1n one or more of the braces
805 and 810 such that the electrical cables can run from the
photovoltaic modules 1n a canopy of the solar power gen-
eration assembly to the charging station 815. More specifi-
cally, the electrical cables can run from the photovoltaic
modules, through one or more of the braces 805 and 810,
through the casting, and through the column to the charging
station 815. It should be appreciated that the charging station
815 can represent one or more charging stations integrated

into the column 820. Additionally, brace 805 can correspond
to the first brace 110, 210, 310, and the brace 810 can

correspond to the third brace 120, 220, 320.

FIG. 9 depicts exemplary integrated lighting 905 accord-
ing to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In
one implementation, the lighting 905 is integrated into one
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or more purlins 1n a solar power generation assembly (e.g.,
solar power generation assembly 100, 200, 300). The light-
ing 905 can be LED lights recessed 1into one or more of the
purlins. Additionally, the electricity required to operate the
lighting 905 can be provided by the photovoltaic modules.

FIG. 10 depicts exemplary purlin connection according to
one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one
implementation, assembling a solar power generation
assembly includes installing rows of photovoltaic modules,
wherein each row of photovoltaic modules 1s connected to
one or more purlins. For example, a first row of photovoltaic
modules 1005 can be connected to a first purlin 1015 and a
second row of photovoltaic modules 1010 can be connected
to a second purlin 1020. The second row of photovoltaic
modules 1010 and corresponding second purlin 1020 can be
connected to the first row of photovoltaic modules 1005 and
corresponding first purlin 1015 as indicated by purlin con-
nection arrow 1025. In one implementation, the first purlin
1015 and second purlin 1020 can be connected via a purlin
coupler (e.g., see FIG. 16, purlin coupler 1605).

In one 1mplementation, the first row of photovoltaic
modules 1005 and corresponding purlin 1015 can span two
crossbeams 1030, and subsequent rows ol photovoltaic
modules and corresponding purlins (e.g., the second row of
photovoltaic modules 1010 and second purlin 1020) span
one or more crossbeams 1030. As a result, the one or more
rows ol photovoltaic modules, corresponding purlins, and
crossbeams form one or more canopies of a solar power
generation assembly. Alternatively, or additionally, the one
or more purlins and photovoltaic modules 1005 can be
pre-assembled and lifted as an assembly, as one of ordinary
skill would recognize.

FIG. 11 A depicts an exemplary casting 1103 according to
one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one
implementation, the casting 1103 1s a one piece casting. The
casting 1105 can include a first receiving portion 1125 and
a second receiving portion 1140 for the braces on each side
of the support structure. In one 1mplementation, the receiv-
ing portions 1125, 1140 1s square to receive square braces.
However, other shapes and/or form factors are possible.

Additionally, the casting 11035 can be manufactured such
that each receiving portion 1123 i1s at a predetermined angle
regardless of the type of solar power generation assembly
100, 200, or 300. As a result, the same casting 1105 can be
used for each type of solar power generation assembly 100,
200, 300, and for any tilt angle of any canopy or portion of
the canopy. Instead of adjusting the angles of the receiving,
portions 1125 of the casting 1105, the lengths of the braces
are adjusted to accommodate corresponding tilt angles.
Because the same casting 1105 can be used for each type of
solar power generation assembly 100, 200, 300, manufac-
turing costs can be significantly reduced and installation
efliciency can be improved, for example.

In one implementation, the receiving portion 1125
includes a first hole 1130 and the receirving portion 1140
includes a second hole 1135. The hole 1130 and the hole
1135 can be mirrored on the opposite side of the casting
1105. The first hole 1130 can be configured for electrical
cable management such that electrical cables running
through the brace that connects to the corresponding receiv-
ing portion 1125 enter the casting 1105 through hole 1130.
The second hole 1135 can be configured for precipitation
management such that precipitation running through the
brace connected to the corresponding receiving portion 1140
runs through hole 1135. The second hole 1135 can having a
larger diameter than hole 1130 to accommodate for the
precipitation. It should be appreciated that the first receiving,
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portion 1125, the first hole 1130, the second receiving
portion 1140, and the second hole 1135 are mirrored on an
opposite side of the casting 11035 to provide the same brace
connection features, as well as the option for the same
clectrical cable and precipitation management features.
FIG. 11B depicts an exemplary casting 1110 according to
one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one
implementation, the casting 1110 1s a two piece casting
including a first casting piece 1115 and a second casting
piece 1120. It should be appreciated that the receiving
portions, as well as the electrical cable and precipitation

management features described in FIG. 11 A also apply to the
casting 1110 depicted 1n FIG. 11B. Any desirable number of
pieces or components can be assembled to form a casting.

FIG. 12 A depicts an exemplary placement for an electrical
component or accessory (e.g. inverter) 1215 according to
one or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one
implementation, the inverter 1215 spans between a {irst
purlin 1205 and a second purlin 1210.

FIG. 12B depicts an exemplary placement for the inverter
1215 according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter. In one implementation, the mverter 12135 1s
positioned at an end of a crossbeam 1220. Additionally, 1t
should be appreciated that the distance measurements 1ndi-
cated 1n FIG. 12B are exemplary and can change based on
column height, tilt angle, and the like.

In one implementation, the inverter 1215 1s configured to
invert direct current from the photovoltaic modules to alter-
nate current for the one or more integrated charging station
815, for example. Additionally, 1t should be appreciated that
different numbers and/or sizes of inverters can be used based
on the size of the solar power generation assembly.

FIG. 13A depicts an exemplary column-to-brace weld-
ment 1305 according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter. In one 1mplementation, the braces on each
side of a column are welded to a portion of the column-to-
brace weldment 1305 that 1s then attached to the column.
The column-to-brace weldment 1305 can reduce a number
of parts (e.g., fasteners) required to secure the braces to the
column.

FIG. 13B depicts an exemplary column-to-brace casting,
1310 according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter. In one implementation, the braces on each
side of a column are attached to a casting via fasters in the
column-to-brace casting 1310 configuration. The column-
to-brace casting 1310 reduces fabrication cost because there
1s no welding, there 1s optimization of material for casting,
it maximizes shipping volume, and the like. Additionally,
more bolting points allows for tolerance adjustments.

Regarding FI1G. 13A and FIG. 13B, 1t should be appreci-
ated that all aspects of precipitation and electrical cable
management apply to both the column-to-brace weldment
1305 and the column-to-brace casting 1310. Unless specifi-
cally stated, any reference herein referring to “casting” or
“casting structure” may be or include the column-to-brace
weldment 1305 or the column-to-brace casting 1310.

FIG. 14 A depicts a perspective view of a crossbeam 1410
according to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject
matter. Additionally, arrow 14035 depicts a lengthwise end
view of the crossbeam as shown 1n FIG. 14B.

FIG. 14B depicts a lengthwise end view of the crossbeam
1410 along from the perspective of the arrow 14035 1n FIG.
14A according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter. The lengthwise end view of the crossbeam
1410 depicts space available for electrical cable and pre-
cipitation management.
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FIG. 15A depicts an exemplary connection of a cross-
beam 1505 connected to a purlin 1510 according to one or
more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one 1mple-
mentation, the crossbeam 1505 1s connected to the purlin
1510 via a connection apparatus 1515.

FIG. 15B depicts the connection apparatus 1515 config-
ured to attach the crossbeam 13505 to the purlin 1510
according to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject
matter. In one implementation, the connection apparatus
1515 1s configured to connect the crossbeam 1505 to the
purlin 1510 while leaving the crossbeam 1505 open for
clectrical cable and precipitation management.

FIG. 16 A depicts an exemplar) row of photovoltaic mod-
ules mcluding a purlin coupler 1605 and an end cap 1630
according to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject
matter. In one implementation, the purlin coupler 1605
connects two purlins together. Additionally, the purlin end
cap 1630 1s a cap secured to an end of the purlin. In one
implementation, the purlin end cap 1630 1s an aesthetic
component to improve the aesthetic look of the end of the
purlin. Additionally, the purlin end cap 1650 can prevent
precipitation from flowing out the end of the purlin, thereby
turther assisting the precipitation flow (e.g., precipitation
flow 1603) toward the braces of the support structure to
assist 1 removing precipitation from the one or more
canopies of the solar power generation assembly. Further,
the purlin end cap 1630 1s a structural component that joins
cach side of the purlin together, thus increasing the strength
of the purlin.

FI1G. 16B depicts the purlin coupler 1605 according to one
or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. In one
implementation, the purlin coupler 1605 includes a forged
washer block 1610 which can be secured to the purlin
coupler 1605 by hardware 1625 and nut 1620 to increasing
bearing area. Additionally, the purlin coupler 1605 can
include one or more rivet holes 1615.

FI1G. 16C depicts the purlin end cap 1630 according to one
or more aspects of the disclosed subject matter. The purlin
end cap 1630 can be secured to the purlin via hardware (e.g.,
hardware 1625 and nut 1620).

FIG. 16D depicts an end view of the purlin coupler 1605
according to one or more aspects of the disclosed subject
matter. Additionally, the end view of the purlin coupler 1605
depicts how the forged washer block 1s secured to the purlin
coupler 1605 via the hardware 1625 and nut 1620.

FIG. 16F depicts a perspective view of the forged washer
block 1610 according to one or more aspects of the disclosed
subject matter.

Having now described embodiments of the disclosed
subject matter, 1t should be apparent to those skilled in the
art that the foregoing 1s merely illustrative and not limiting,
having been presented by way of example only. Thus,
although particular configurations have been discussed
herein, other configurations can also be employed. Numer-
ous modifications and other embodiments (e.g., combina-
tions, rearrangements, etc.) are enabled by the present dis-
closure and are within the scope of one of ordinary skill 1n
the art and are contemplated as falling within the scope of
the disclosed subject matter and any equivalents thereto.
Features of the disclosed embodiments can be combined,
rearranged, omitted, etc., within the scope of the invention
to produce additional embodiments. Furthermore, certain
features may sometimes be used to advantage without a
corresponding use ol other features. Accordingly, Appli-
cant(s) intend(s) to embrace all such alternatives, modifica-
tions, equivalents, and variations that are within the spirit
and scope of the disclosed subject matter.
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The mnvention claimed 1s:

1. A solar power generation assembly, comprising;:

a vertical support column;

a canopy including a plurality of solar modules configured

for solar power generation;

a first brace and a second brace on a first side of the

support column and configured to support the canopy;

a third brace and a fourth brace on a second side of the

support column and configured to support the canopy;
and

a gutter system integrated into the canopy and directing

precipitation along one or more of the second brace and
the fourth brace to the support column,

wherein one or more of the first brace and the third brace

are configured to manage electrical cables extending
from the canopy to the support column.

2. The solar power generation assembly of claim 1,
wherein the canopy supported by the first brace, the second
brace, the third brace and the fourth brace i1s a single tilt
canopy, wherein the single tilt canopy 1s tilted at a single
predetermined tilt angle.

3. The solar power generation assembly of claim 1,
wherein the canopy supported by the first brace, the second
brace, the third brace and the fourth brace 1s a symmetric
dual-tilt canopy, wherein a first portion of the symmetric
dual-tilt canopy 1s the same length as a second portion of the
symmetric dual-tilt canopy.

4. The solar power generation assembly of claim 1,
wherein the canopy supported by the first brace, the second
brace, the third brace and the fourth brace 1s an asymmetric
canopy, wherein a first portion of the asymmetric canopy 1s
longer than a second portion of the asymmetric canopy.

5. The solar power generation assembly of claim 4,
wherein the first portion of the asymmetric canopy 1s tilted
to a first predetermined angle, wherein lengths of the first
brace and the second brace correspond to the first predeter-
mined angle; and

wherein the second portion of the asymmetric canopy 1s

tilted to a second predetermined angle, and wherein
lengths of the third brace and the fourth brace corre-
spond to the second predetermined angle.

6. The solar power generation assembly of claim 5,
wherein the first and second predetermined angles are dii-
ferent.

7. The solar power generation assembly of claim 1,
wherein a first portion of the canopy 1s tilted at a first
predetermined tilt angle and includes a first predetermined
number of rows of photovoltaic modules and a second
portion of the canopy 1s tilted at a second predetermined talt
angle and includes a second predetermined number of rows
ol photovoltaic modules.

8. The solar power generation assembly of claim 1,
wherein the canopy includes a plurality of purlins, each
purlin being configured to support a row of photovoltaic
modules, a crossbeam being positioned perpendicular to
cach purlin and disposed between the first brace, the second
brace, the third brace, and the fourth brace and the plurality
of purlins.

9. The solar power generation assembly of claim 8,
wherein the purlins are configured to include integrated
lighting.

10. The solar power generation assembly of claim 1,
wherein the electrical cables are configured to provide
alternate current to an electric vehicle charging station
integrated in the solar power generation assembly.

11. The solar power generation assembly of claim 1,
wherein the canopy includes a first portion supported by the
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first brace and the second brace and a second portion
supported by the third brace and the fourth brace, the first
portion and the second portion of the canopy not being
directly connected.

12. A solar power generation assembly, comprising:

a support column;

a canopy having first and second canopy portions, the first
canopy portion including a first set of solar modules
configured for solar power generation and the second
canopy portion including a second set of solar modules
configured for solar power generation;

a plurality of braces arranged on a first side and a second
side of the support column, the plurality of braces being
configured to support the first and second canopy
portions; and

a gutter system integrated into the canopy and directing
precipitation from the canopy along at least one of the
plurality of braces,

wherein at least one of the plurality of braces are config-
ured to manage electrical cables extending from the
canopy to the support column.

13. The solar power generation assembly of claim 12,
wherein the first portion of the canopy 1s longer than the
second portion of the canopy; and wherein the first set of
solar modules supported by the first canopy portion includes
a greater number of solar modules than the second set of
solar modules supported by the second canopy portion.

14. The support structure of claim 12, wherein the first
portion of the canopy 1s tilted to a first predetermined angle,
wherein lengths of each of the plurality of braces on the first
side of the support column correspond to the first predeter-
mined angle;

wherein the second portion of the canopy 1s tilted to a
second predetermined angle, and wherein lengths of
cach of the plurality of braces on the second side of the

support column correspond to the second predeter-
mined angle.
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15. The solar power generation assembly of claim 14,
wherein the first predetermined angle i1s greater than the
second predetermined angle.

16. The support structure of claim 15, wherein the first
predetermined angle 1s between 2-4 degrees and the second
predetermined angle 1s between 10-15 degrees.

17. The support structure of claim 12, wherein the first
portion of the canopy i1s the same length as the second
portion of the canopy.

18. A dual-t1lt solar generation assembly, comprising:

a support column;

a plurality of braces on a first side of the support column

configured to support a first portion of a canopy;

a plurality of braces on a second side of the support
column configured to support a second portion of the
canopy; and

a gutter system integrated into the canopy and directing
precipitation along one or more of the plurality of
braces to the support column,

wherein one or more of the plurality of braces are con-
figured to manage electrical cables extending from the
canopy to the support column,

wherein the first portion of the canopy 1s longer than the
second portion of the canopy, and

wherein the first canopy portion includes a greater number
of solar modules than the second canopy portion.

19. The dual-tilt solar generation assembly of claim 18,
wherein the first portion of the canopy 1s tilted at a first
predetermined tilt angle and the second portion of the
canopy 1s tilted at a second predetermined tilt angle, and
wherein the first predetermined angle i1s greater than the
second predetermined angle.

20. The solar power generation assembly of claim 18,
wherein the canopy includes a plurality of purlins, each
purlin being configured to support a row of solar modules,
a crossbeam being positioned perpendicular to each purlin
and disposed between the plurality of braces and the plu-
rality of purlins.
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