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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
MULTI-STAGE REFRIGERATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This Application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 15/504,693, which 1s incorporated herein by
reference and claims priority from PCT Patent Application
Ser. No. PCT/US16/61077, filed on Nov. 9, 2016, which
claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
62/252,855, filed Nov. 9, 2015, which are incorporated

herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure generally relates to systems and
methods for multi-stage refrigeration. More particularly, the
present disclosure relates to multi-stage refrigeration in
mixed refrigerant and cascade refrigeration cycles using one
or more liquid motive eductors also referred to as jet pumps
and ejectors.

BACKGROUND

Multi-stage refrigeration processes are typically classified
as either a mixed refrigerant cycle or a cascade refrigeration
cycle. In the mixed refrigerant cycle, a refrigerant of spe-
clalized composition 1s employed to chill the fluid from
ambient conditions to a state where it can be liquefied using
an expansion valve.

In the typical cascade relrigeration cycle, successive
expansion valves are used to gradually liquety the fluid. The
partially liquefied fluid 1s then distributed to a flash drum.
The liquid from the flash drum i1s distributed for further
chulling to subsequent flash drum stages. Vapors from the
flash drums are compressed and condensed with a refriger-
ant.

In FIG. 1, a schematic diagram illustrates a conventional
cascade relrnigeration system 100 for ethylene export. An
cthylene feed stream 101 at supercritical conditions from a
pipeline 1s dehydrated using a two-bed dehydration unit. The
dehydration unit operates in batch operation, where one bed
102 1s dehydrating the ethylene feed stream 101 and the
other bed 103 1s regenerating. In regeneration mode, a
portion of the dehydrated ethylene stream 111 from dehy-
dration bed 102 enters a regeneration heater 104. The heated
dehydrated ethylene stream 111 then enters dehydration bed
103 to regenerate dehydration bed 103. A water saturated
cthylene stream 105 from dehydration bed 103 1s condensed
in an air cooler 106 and removed using a knock-out drum
1077, which 1s also referred to as a separator, to separate the
water saturated ethylene stream 1035 and a condensed water
stream 108. The water saturated ethylene stream 105 1s
compressed 1 a compressor 109 and the compressed water
saturated ethylene stream 110 1s returned to mix with
cthylene feed stream 101.

The remaining portion of dehydrated ethylene stream 111
1s chilled through three separate heat exchangers 112, 113,
114. Each heat exchanger cools the dehydrated ethylene
stream 111 using a conventional propylene refrigerant sys-
tem shown with dotted lines. The chilled dehydrated ethyl-
ene stream 1135 i1s let-down to its condensation pressure at
ambient conditions using let down valve 117 to produce
flashed ethylene stream 118. The flashed. ethylene stream
118 enters a tflash drum 120, which 1s also reterred to as an
economizer, where 1t 1s mixed with a recycled ethylene
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stream 135 and tlashed. The flashed ethylene vapor stream
122 mixes with a lower pressure compressed ethylene

stream 124, which 1s then compressed 1n a compressor 125
to produce a higher pressure vapor ethylene stream 126. The
vapor ethylene stream 126 1s subsequently chilled through
the propylene refrigerant system using three separate heat
exchangers 128, 130 132. The chilled condensed liquid
cthylene stream 133 enters an accumulator 134 where any
inert substances are vented in the accumulator 134 as they
build up 1n the process and the recycled ethylene stream 135
1s produced.

A liquid ethylene stream 136 from the flash drum 120 1s
expanded through an expansion valve 138 to produce a
chulled two-phase fluid ethylene stream 140. The chilled
two-phase fluid ethylene stream 140 enters another flash
drum 142 where 1t 1s flashed. The flashed vapor ethylene
stream 144 1s mixed with a compressed ethylene stream 157
and then compressed in a compressor 143 to produce the
compressed ethylene stream 124. The compressed ethylene
stream 124 1s then mixed with the higher pressure flashed
cthylene vapor stream 122. The liqud ethylene stream 146
from flash drum 142 1s expanded through another expansion
valve 148 to produce a chilled two-phase fluid ethylene
stream 150. The chilled two-phase fluid ethylene stream 150
enters another flash drum 1352 where 1t 1s flashed. The flashed
vapor cthylene stream 154 1s mixed with a compressed
cthylene boil-ofl-gas stream 163 and then compressed 1n a
compressor 155 to produce the compressed ethylene stream
157. The liquid ethylene stream 156 1s either distributed to
a cryogenic tank 158 for storage or transported to another
site. The ethylene boil-off-gas stream 160 from the cryo-
genic tank 158 1s compressed in a compressor 162 to
produce the compressed ethylene boil-ofl-gas stream 163.

While a cascade refrigeration cycle 1s the easiest to
operate because of 1ts reliance on a single refrigerant, 1t can
be less energy ellicient than a mixed refrigerant process.
This 1s because a cascade refrigeration system employs
staged flashes to primarily recover energy, whereas a mixed
refrigerant system can be closely matched to the cooling
curve ol the commodity to be chilled. Traditionally, energy
recovery mvolving the expansion valves 1n both processes
has focused on hydraulic expanders or turbines, which add
complexity and capital cost because they require mechanical
equipment, hydraulic seals and a sink to utilize the recovered
energy. The recovered energy is thus, not typically rede-
ployed 1n the process itself. Liquid motive eductors have
also been employed 1n refrigeration processes, but have
either been used as a replacement for refrigerant compres-
sion or as a means to control the liquid refrigerant level,
rather than taking advantage of the staged flashes present in
a cascade refrigerant system to recover energy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure 1s described below with references
to the accompanying drawings 1in which like elements are
referenced with like reference numerals, and 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic diagram 1illustrating one embodi-
ment of a conventional cascade refrigeration system for
cthylene export.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic diagram 1llustrating one embodi-
ment of an open multi-stage refrigeration system according
to the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 1s a schematic diagram 1llustrating one embodi-
ment of an open multi-stage refrigeration system for pro-
ducing ethylene using a preexisting cascade refrigeration
cycle that 1s retrofitted with the system 1n FIG. 2.
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FIG. 4 1s a schematic diagram illustrating one embodi-
ment of an open multi-stage refrigeration system for pro-

ducing ethylene using a cascade refrigeration cycle that 1s
constructed with the system i FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 1s a schematic diagram illustrating one embodi-
ment of a closed multi-stage refrigeration system according,
to the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

(L]

The present disclosure overcomes one or more deficien-
cies 1n the prior art by providing systems and methods for
multi-stage refrigeration in mixed refrigerant and cascade
refrigeration cycles using one or more liquid motive educ-
tors.

In one embodiment, the present disclosure includes a
multi-stage refrigeration system, comprising: 1) an eductor
in flmd communication with a first vapor line and one of a
liquid source and a supercritical fluid source; 11) a flashdrum
in fluild communication with the educator, the flashdrum
connected to a second vapor line, a liquid line at a bottom
of the flashdrum and a two-phased fluid line; 111) a first
expansion valve directly connected to the liquid line and a
chulled two-phased fluid line downstream from the flash-
drum and the first expansion valve; 1v) another tlashdrum 1n
fluid communication with the chilled two-phased fluid line
and connected to the first vapor line; v) another liquid line
connected to the another flashdrum; v1) a second expansion
valve 1 fluid communication with the another liquid line
and connected to another chilled two-phase fluid line; vi1) an
accumulator 1n fluid communication with the another chilled
two-phased fluid line and connected to a third vapor line;
and vi11) another accumulator 1n fluid communication with
the first vapor line, the second vapor line, the vapor line and
the educator.

The subject matter of the present disclosure 1s described
with specificity, however, the description itself 1s not
intended to limit the scope of the disclosure. The subject
matter thus, might also be embodied 1n other ways, to
include different structures, steps and/or combinations simi-
lar to and/or fewer than those described herein, 1n conjunc-
tion with other present or future technologies. Moreover,
although the term “step” may be used herein to describe
different elements of methods employed, the term should not
be interpreted as implying any particular order among or
between various steps herein disclosed unless otherwise
expressly limited by the description to a particular order. The
pressures and temperatures described herein are exemplary
and only for purposes of illustration. The various streams
described herein may be carried i a line. Although the
present disclosure may be may be implemented 1n certain
cascade refrigeration cycles described herein, it 1s not lim-
ited thereto and may also be mmplemented in any other
multi-stage reifrigeration process including other cascade
refrigeration cycles and mixed refrigerant cycles to achieve
similar results.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a schematic diagram illustrates
one embodiment of an open multi-stage refrigeration system
200 according to the present disclosure. A source 202
supplies a liquid stream or a supercritical fluid stream to an
eductor 204. A first vapor stream 226 enters the eductor 204
at a lower pressure than a pressure at the source 202 of the
liquid stream or a supercritical fluid stream to achieve partial
liquefaction and produce a two-phase fluid stream 206
comprising the first vapor stream 226 in a compressed state
and one of the liquid stream and the supercritical fluid
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stream. The two-phase fluid stream 206 from the eductor
204 enters a flash drum 208 where 1t 1s flashed to produce a
liquid stream 210 and a second vapor stream 212 at a higher
pressure than the pressure of the first vapor stream 226. The
liqguid stream 210 from the flash drum 208 enters a first
expansion valve 218 where 1t 1s expanded to produce a
chulled two-phase fluid stream 220. The chilled two-phase
fluid stream 220 enters another flash drum 222 where 1t 1s
flashed to produce the first vapor stream 226 and another
liquid stream 224. The another liquid stream 224 from the
another tlash drum 222 enters a second expansion valve 228
where 1t 1s expanded to produce another chilled two-phase
fluad stream 230. The system 200 may be implemented 1n
any multi-stage refrigeration process and utilizes one or
more liqud motive eductors to raise the lower stage vapor
pressure, lower the feed gas pressure and improve the energy
clliciency of any multi-stage refrigeration process.

The following description refers to FIGS. 3-4, which
illustrate different embodiments of multi-stage refrigeration
systems according to the present disclosure. In each embodi-
ment, the system 200 illustrated in FI1G. 2 1s used to improve
the energy efliciency of producing ethylene 1n a cascade
refrigeration cycle. In FIG. 3, a schematic diagram illustrates
one embodiment of an open multi-stage refrigeration system
300 for producing ethylene using a preexisting cascade
refrigeration cycle that 1s retrofitted with the system 200. In
FIG. 4, a schematic diagram 1llustrates one embodiment of
an open multi-stage refrigeration system 400 for producing
cthylene using a cascade relrigeration cycle that 1s con-
structed with the system 200. Each system 300, 400 1n FIGS.
3-4, respectively, illustrates new components used 1n the
system 200 with a dashed line to distinguish the components
used in the conventional cascade refrigeration system 100 in
FIG. 1. The system 200 therefore, may be easily 1imple-
mented 1n different preexisting and newly constructed multi-
stage refrigeration systems.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the system 300 includes a source
302 that supplies a liquid stream or a supercritical fluid
stream to an eductor 304. In this embodiment, the source 302
1s a portion of the chilled dehydrated ethylene stream 115.
An ethylene vapor stream 326 enters the eductor 304 at a
pressure about thirty-four times lower than a pressure at the
source 302 of the liquid stream or a supercritical fluid stream
to achieve partial liquefaction and produce a two-phase
cthylene fluid stream 306 comprising the ethylene vapor
stream 326 1 a compressed state and one of the liquid
stream and the supercritical flmd stream. The two-phase
cthylene fluid stream 306 from the eductor 304 enters the
flash drum 120 where it 1s flashed to produce a liquid
cthylene stream 136 and a flashed ethylene vapor stream 122
at a pressure about four times higher than the pressure of the
cthylene vapor stream 326. The liqud ethylene stream 136
from the flash drum 120 enters an expansion valve 138
where 1t 1s expanded to produce a chilled two-phase fluid
cthylene stream 140. The chilled two-phase tfluid ethylene
stream 140 enters another flash drum 142 where 1t 15 flashed
to produce the flashed vapor ethylene stream 144 and
another liquid ethylene stream 146. A portion of the flashed
vapor ethylene stream 144 1s expanded 1n a new expansion
valve 308 to produce the ethylene vapor stream 326. The
another liquid ethylene stream 146 from the flash drum 142
enters another expansion valve 148 where 1t 1s expanded to
produce another chilled two-phase flmd ethylene stream
150.

Referring now to FIG. 4, the system 400 includes a source
that supplies a liquid stream or a supercritical fluid stream to
an eductor 404. In this embodiment, the source is the flashed
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cthylene stream 118. An ethylene vapor stream 426 enters
the eductor 404 at a pressure about thirty-four times lower
than a pressure at the source of the liqud stream or a
supercritical fluid stream to achieve partial liquefaction and
produce a two-phase ethylene fluid stream 406 comprising
the ethylene vapor stream 426 1n a compressed state and one
of the liquid stream and the supercritical fluid stream. The
two-phase ethylene fluid stream 406 from the eductor 404
enters the flash drum 120 where it 1s flashed to produce a
liquid ethylene stream 136 and a flashed ethylene vapor
stream 122 at a pressure about four times higher than the
pressure of the ethylene vapor stream 426. The liquid
cthylene stream 136 from the flash drum 120 enters an
expansion valve 138 where it 1s expanded to produce a
chulled two-phase flmd ethylene stream 140. The chilled
two-phase fluid ethylene stream 140 enters another tlash
drum 142 where 1t 1s flashed to produce the ethylene vapor
stream 426 and another liquid ethylene stream 146. The
another liquid ethylene stream 146 from the flash drum 142
enters another expansion valve 148 where 1t 1s expanded to
produce another chilled two-phase flmd ethylene stream
150. The chilled two-phase fluid ethylene stream 150 enters
another tlash drum 152 where 1t 1s flashed. A flashed vapor
cthylene stream 408 1s mixed with a compressed ethylene
boil-off-gas stream 163 and then compressed 1n a compres-
sor 410 to produce a compressed ethylene stream 412. The
flashed ethylene vapor stream 122 mixes with the lower
pressure compressed ethylene stream 412, which 1s then
compressed 1n a compressor 125 to produce a higher pres-
sure vapor ethylene stream 126.

Referring now to FIG. 5, a schematic diagram illustrates
one embodiment of a closed multi-stage refrigeration system
500 according to the present disclosure. The system 500
includes a source 302 of a liqud stream or a supercritical
fluid stream from an accumulator 562 that 1s supplied to an
eductor 504. A first vapor stream 526 enters the eductor 504
at a lower pressure than a pressure at the source 502 of the
liquid stream or a supercritical fluid stream to achieve partial
liquefaction and produce a two-phase fluid stream 506
comprising the first vapor stream 526 1n a compressed state
and one of the liquid stream and the supercritical fluid
stream. A portion of the two-phase fluid stream 506 from the
eductor 504 enters a first heat exchanger 507a where 1t 1s
vaporized to produce a vaporized refrigerant 507¢ and
another portion of the two-phase fluid stream 506 from the
eductor 504 enters a first expansion valve 5075 where 1t 1s
expanded to produce a partially expanded refrigerant 5074.
The vaporized refrigerant 507¢ and the partially expanded
reirigerant 5074 enter a flash drum 3508 where they are
mixed and flashed to produce a liquid stream 510 and a
second vapor stream 512 at a higher pressure than the
pressure of the first vapor stream 526. The liquid stream 510
from the flash drum 508 enters a second expansion valve 518
where 1t 1s expanded to produce a chilled two-phase fluid
stream 520. A portion of the chilled two-phase fluid stream
520 from the second expansion valve 518 enters a second
heat exchanger 521a where 1t 1s vaporized to produce
another vaporized refrigerant 521¢ and another portion of
the chilled two-phase fluid stream 520 from the second
expansion valve 518 enters a third expansion valve 5215
where 1t 1s expanded to produce another partially expanded
reirigerant 521d. The another vaporized refrigerant 521¢ and
the another partially expanded refrigerant 5214 enter another
flash drum 522 where they are mixed and flashed to produce
a third vapor stream 326 and another liquid stream 3524. The
another liqud stream 524 from the another flash drum 522
enters a fourth expansion valve 528 where 1t 1s expanded to
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produce another chilled two-phase fluid stream 530. The
another chilled two-phase fluid stream 530 enters a third
heat exchanger 534 where 1t 1s vaporized to produce another
vaporized refrigerant 536. The another vaporized refrigerant
536 enters another accumulator 538 where any residual
condensation 1s retained to produce a completely vaporized
refrigerant 540. The completely vaporized refrigerant 540
enters a first compressor 542 and 1s compressed to produce
a compressed refrigerant 544. The compressed refrigerant
544 1s mixed with all or a portion of the third vapor stream
526 belore entering a second compressor 548 to produce
another compressed refrigerant 550 at a higher pressure. A
portion of the third vapor stream 526 may be directed to pass
through control valve 546 where 1t 1s directed to enter the
educator 504. The another compressed refrigerant 550 1s
mixed with the second vapor stream 3512 before entering a
third compressor 552 where i1t 1s compressed to produce
another compressed refrigerant 554. The another com-
pressed refrigerant 554 enters a fourth heat exchanger 558
where 1t 1s condensed to produce a liquid retfrigerant 560.
The liquid refrigerant 560 enters the accumulator 362 where
any residual vapor 1s retained to produce the source 502 of
a liquid stream or a supercritical fluid stream. The system
500 may be implemented 1n any multi-stage refrigeration
process and utilizes one or more liquid motive eductors to
raise the lower stage vapor pressure, lower the feed gas

pressure and improve the energy efliciency of any multi-
stage refrigeration process.

EXAMPLES

As demonstrated by the comparison of simulated data 1n
Table 1 below, the power consumption in holding mode for
producing ethylene 1s noticeably less using the open multi-
stage relrigeration system illustrated 1in FIG. 3 compared to
the conventional cascade refrigeration system illustrated in
FIG. 1. The holding mode represents the cryogenic tank
when the process 1s producing ethylene and filling the tank
in preparation for ship loading. Likewise, the comparison of
simulated data in Table 2 below demonstrates the power
consumption in holding mode for producing ethane 1is
noticeably less using the open multi-stage refrigeration
system 1illustrated 1n FIG. 2 for producing ethane compared
to a conventional cascade refrigeration system for producing
cthane.

TABLE 1
FIG. 1 FIG. 3
Feed Rate t/hr 60 60
Inlet pressure Psig 950 950
Refrigerant Cooling MMBtu/hr 17.4 17.2
Duty
Power Consumption Hp 8993 8060
(Holding Mode)
TABLE 2
Conventional Cascade
Refrigeration Cycle FIG. 2
Feed Rate t/hr 57 57
Inlet pressure psig 1200 1200
Power Consumption  hp 7,682 7,013

(Holding Mode)
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While the present disclosure has been described 1n con-
nection with presently preferred embodiments, 1t will be
understood by those skilled 1n the art that 1t 1s not intended
to limit the disclosure to those embodiments. It 1s therefore,
contemplated that various alternative embodiments and
modifications may be made to the disclosed embodiments
without departing from the spirit and scope of the disclosure
defined by the appended claims and equivalents thereof.

The 1nvention claimed 1s:

1. A multi-stage refrigeration system, comprising:

an eductor 1n fluid communication with a first vapor line

and one of a liqmd source and a supercritical fluid
SOUrce;

a flashdrum 1n fluild communication with the eductor, the
flashdrum connected to a second vapor line, a liquad
line at a bottom of the flashdrum and a two-phase tluid
line:

a {irst expansion valve directly connected to the liqud line
and a chilled two-phase fluid line downstream from the
flashdrum and the first expansion valve;

another flashdrum in fluid communication with the chilled
two-phase flud line and connected to the first vapor
line:

another liquid line connected to the another flashdrum;
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a second expansion valve 1n fluid communication with the
another liquid line and connected to another chilled
two-phase fluid line;

an accumulator in direct flud communication with a
vaporized refrigerant line and a third vapor line; and

another accumulator 1n fluid communication with the first
vapor line, the second vapor line, the third vapor line
and the eductor.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the one of the liquid

source and the supercritical fluid source comprise ethylene.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the one of the liquad
source and the supercritical fluid source comprise ethane.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the pressure 1n the first
vapor line 1s at least four times lower than the pressure 1n the
second vapor line.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein a pressure at the one of
the liquid source and the supercritical fluid source 1s higher
than a pressure in the first vapor line.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the pressure at the one
of the liquid source and the supercritical fluid source 1s at
least thirty-four times higher than the pressure in the first
vapor line.
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