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PRINTING APPARATUS, PRINTING
SYSTEM, METHOD OF CONTROLLING
PRINTING APPARATUS, METHOD OF
CONTROLLING PRINTING SYSTEM, AND
STORAGE MEDIUM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a printing apparatus, a
printing system, a method of controlling a printing appara-
tus, a method of controlling a printing system, and a storage
medium.

Description of the Related Art

Among printing apparatuses, there 1s a printing apparatus
configured to communicate directly with any of an image
capturing device such as a digital camera, a multifunctional
terminal such as a smartphone, a host computer, and the like
(hereinafter collectively referred to as a “host device”)
without the intermediary of a printer driver. This printing
apparatus performs printing based on data transmitted
through direct communication from the host device.

Meanwhile, among printing apparatuses of an inkjet print-
ing type, there 1s a printing apparatus that enables replace-
ment of a print head to be attached thereto. Replacement of
the print head may result in a change 1n a printable color, and
the like. In other words, a printable condition with the
printing apparatus (heremafter referred to as a “printability
condition”) may be changed. Among the printing appara-
tuses, there 1s a printing apparatus provided with a function
to notily a host device of a change in the printability
condition in the case where the change in the printability
condition takes place. However, the host device does not
always reflect the changed printability condition. In the case
where the host device does not reflect the changed print-
ability condition, the printability condition at the printing
apparatus disagrees with the printability condition recog-
nized by the host device regarding the printing apparatus.
Occurrence of the disagreement brings about a situation
where the printing 1s not properly conducted.

Japanese Patent No. 3919716 describes a technique in
which, 1n the case where a printability condition at a printer
1s changed, the printer establishes reconnection to a host
device and thus causes the host device to obtain the changed
printability condition.

However, even 1f the reconnection 1s established in accor-
dance with the technique according to Japanese Patent No.
3919716, there still exists a host device that does not obtain
the updated printability condition. In particular, various
applications (hereinafter referred to as “apps”) for printing
have been developed 1n recent years. If such an app 1s not
compatible with a change in a printability condition at a
printing apparatus, then a host device does not retlect the
changed printability condition. As a consequence, the print-
ability condition recognized by the host device disagrees
with the printability condition at the printing apparatus.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A printing apparatus according to an aspect of the present
invention 1s a printing apparatus provided with a carrniage
capable of loading multiple types of print heads, and con-
figured to print an 1mage by causing the carriage to scan a
printing sheet. The printing apparatus includes a service
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2

providing unit which 1s configured, 1n a case where the print
head loaded on the carriage corresponds to a first head
configuration, to provide a host device with a first printing
service using a first identifier to 1dentily the printing appa-
ratus, and 1 a case where the print head loaded on the
carriage corresponds to a second head configuration being

different from the first head configuration, to provide the
host device with a second printing service using a second
identifier being different from the first identifier.

Further features of the present mvention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a diagram schematically showing an inkjet
printer;

FIG. 2 1s a diagram to explain printable regions of print
heads;

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram showing a configuration of a
printing system;

FIG. 4 1s a diagram showing functional blocks of the
printing system;

FIG. § 1s a diagram showing a processing sequence
between a host device and a printer;

FIG. 6 1s a schematic diagram of a printer loading black
print heads;

FIG. 7 1s a diagram to explain printable regions of print
heads:

FIG. 8 1s a flowchart to explain a processing tlow of a
printer;

FIG. 9 15 a flowchart to explain another processing flow
ol a printer;

FIG. 10 1s a diagram schematically showing an inkjet
printer; and

FIG. 11 1s a diagram to explain printable regions of print

heads.

DESCRIPTION OF TH

(L]

EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings. It 1s to be noted that
the following embodiments are not intended to limit the
scope of the present invention. In the meantime, a solution
of the present mvention does not always require a combi-
nation of all the features described 1n any of the embodi-
ments. Note that identical constituents will be explained
while designating 1dentical reference numerals. In addition,
relative arrangements, shapes, and other factors of the
constituents described 1n the embodiments are merely exem-
plary and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention
thereto.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 1s a diagram schematically showing an inkjet
printer (hereinafter referred to as a “printer’”) representing an
example of a printing apparatus according to an embodiment
of the present invention. As shown 1n FIG. 1, a printer 100
includes a carriage 103 located on a frame that constitutes a
constructional material of the printer. The carriage 103

performs reciprocating scanning in an X direction along a
guide 104.

A first print head 101L and a second print head 101R can
be attached onto the carriage 103. The first print head 101L
loads multiple nozzles for ejecting inks. These nozzles form
nozzle arrays corresponding to 1nks of multiple colors. In the
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example of FIG. 1, the first print head 101L loads a cyan
nozzle array 102LC, a magenta nozzle array 102LM, and a
yellow nozzle array 102LY. Likewise, the second print head
101R loads multiple nozzles for ejecting inks of the same
colors as the inks loaded on the first print head 101L.
Specifically, the second print head 101R loads a cyan nozzle
array 102RC, a magenta nozzle array 102RM, and a yellow
nozzle array 102RY. The first print head 101L and the second
print head 101R have the same structure. Specifically, the
shape and the configuration of the nozzle arrays of the first
print head 101L are the same as those of the second print
head 101R. Moreover, the first print head 101L and the
second print head 101R are attached to the carriage 103 so
as to establish a positional relation that 1s point-symmetric to
cach other. Accordingly, in FIG. 1, the cyan nozzle arrays
(102L.C and 102RC) are located on two ends 1n a scanning
direction (the X direction) in the carriage 103 while the
yellow nozzle arrays (102LY and 102RY) are located on an
iner side of the carriage 103.

In the printer 100, the nozzles are arranged 1n a direction
(a Y direction) orthogonal to a width direction (the X
direction) of a printing sheet 106. The printer 100 15 a
so-called serial printing type printer, 1n which the carriage
103 that loads the print heads conducts recording (printing)
by performing the scanning 1n the X direction along the
guide 104. A resolution of the nozzle layout of the nozzle
array ol each ink color 1s 1200 dpa.

The printer 100 1ncludes a sheet guide 107 located on the
left side 1n plan view of FIG. 1. In the following, 1f this
specification describes the “left side” (or simply the “left™)
or the “right side” (or simply the “right”), such description
represents a left or right positional relation in the applicable
drawing 1n the case of viewing the drawing from the front.
Accordingly, 1n the example of FIG. 1, the sheet guide 107
1s provided on the left side of the printer 100.

A conveyance roller 105 (as well as other rollers that are
not shown) 1s rotated by a drive force of a motor (not
shown), whereby the printing sheet 106 representing an
example of a printing medium to print an image 1s conveyed
in a sheet conveyance direction m FIG. 1 along the sheet
guide 107. In the printer 100, a left end of the printing sheet
106 comes 1nto contact with a right end of the sheet guide
107 regardless of the size of the printing sheet 106. As the
printing sheet 106 1s conveyed to a predetermined position,
a printing operation takes place while using the first print
head 101L and the second print head 101R. Specifically, inks
are ejected from a predetermined number of nozzles 1n the
first print head 101L and a predetermined number of nozzles
in the second print head 101R depending on printing data,
respectively. Thus, an image equivalent to one scanmng,
width corresponding to the nozzle arrays of the print heads
1s printed on the printing sheet. After the image equivalent
to the one scanning width 1s printed, the printing sheet 106
1s conveyed 1n the sheet conveyance direction for a width
corresponding to the nozzle arrays, and then another image
equivalent to one scanning width 1s printed. An 1mage
equivalent to one page, for example, can be printed by
repeating the conveyance of the printing sheet 106 and 1nk
gjecting operations from the respective print heads to the
printing sheet 106 as described above.

FI1G. 2 1s a diagram to explain printable regions of the first
print head 101L and the second print head 101R of the
printer 100 described 1n FIG. 1. FIG. 2 illustrates a sche-
matic diagram 1n the case of viewing the first print head
101L and the second print head 101R i FIG. 1 from
sideways, and also illustrates the printable regions. The
constituents denoted by the same reference numerals as
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those 1n FIG. 2 have the same configurations as those i FIG.
1, and explanations thereol will be omitted. In FIG. 2,
positions X1, X2, X3, and X4 represent positions in the X
direction on the sheet surface of the printing sheet 106,
namely, represent the following positions:

X1=a left end of a region printable by the first print head
101L;

X2=a left end of a region printable by the second print
head 101R:

X3=a right end of the region printable by the first print
head 101L:; and

X4=a right end of the region printable by the second print
head 101R.

Meanwhile, in FIG. 2, regions P1 to Pé represent regions
in the X direction on the sheet surface of the printing sheet
106, namely, represent the following regions:

Pl1=the region printable by the first print head 101L;

P2=the region printable by the second print head 101R;

P3=a region printable only by the first print head 101L;

Pd=a region printable by both the first print head 101L
and the second print head 101R;

P5=a region printable only by the second print head 101R;
and P6=a region printable by at least one of the print heads.

In the printer 100 described 1in FIG. 1, the region P3 1s
printed by the first print head 101L. The region P5 1s printed
by the second print head 101R. The region P4 1s printed by
both the first print head 101L and the second print head
101R. The following aspects are available for a method of
printing the region P4;

1. The entire region P4 1s printed 50% by the first print
head 101L and 50% by the second print head 101R;

2. A sub-region 1n the region P4 located on the left side of
a predetermined position X 1s printed by the first print head
1011, and the remaining sub-region on the right side 1s
printed by the second print head 101R; and

3. The percentage of use of the heads 1s changed stepwise
such that the lett side of the region P4 1s printed by using the
first print head 101L more and the right side thereof 1is
printed by using the second print head 101R more.

In this embodiment, widths of the respective regions are
as follows:

P1=120 mm:;

P2=120 mm:;

P4=30 mm; and

P6=210 mm.

Since the A4 size has dimensions of 210x297 mm, it 1s
possible to print a printing sheet of the A4 width by using
both the first print head 101L and the second print head
101R. In the meantime, even 1n the case of using the first
print head 101L only, it 1s possible to print a printing sheet
having a size (a photograph size) up to the 4x6 size (about
102 mmxabout 152 mm).

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram showing a configuration of a
printing system of this embodiment. The printing system
includes the printer 100 shown in FIG. 1, and a host device
300. Examples of the host device 300 include a computer
such as a personal computer, an image capturing device such
as a camera, a multifunctional terminal such as a smartphone
and a tablet, and so forth.

The host device 300 includes a CPU 301, a RAM 302, an
HDD 303, a data transier I'F (interface) 304, an mput I/F
305, and a display I'F 306. The CPU (central processing
unit) 301 executes processing 1n accordance with programs
held by the HDD (hard disk drive) 303 and the RAM
(random access memory) 302. The RAM 302 is a volatile
storage which temporarily holds programs and data. Mean-
while, the HDD 303 is a non-volatile storage which holds
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programs and data likewise. Moreover, the HDD 303 holds
a printer list to be described later. Here, another storage
device such as an SDD (solid state drive) may be used as the
non-volatile storage. The data transier I'F 304 controls
transmission and reception of data to and from the printer
100. As a connection method for the data transmission and
reception, 1t 1s possible to use USB (universal serial bus),
IEEE 1394, a LAN (local area network), the Internet, and the
like. The connection may be wired or wireless. The input I/'F
305 1s an I/F to control an HID (human interface device)
such as a keyboard, a mouse, a touch panel, and the like. A
user can perform an mput through this I’F. The display I/F
306 controls display on a display unit (not shown). The
display unit may be incorporated in the host device 300, or

an external display unit may be used instead.
The printer 100 includes a CPU 311, a RAM 312, a ROM

313, a data transfer I'F 314, a first head controller 3151, a
second head controller 315R, an 1image processing accelera-
tor 316, and a scanner controller 317. The CPU 311 executes
processing ol the respective embodiments to be described
later 1n accordance with programs held by the ROM 313 and
the RAM 312. The RAM 312 is a volatile storage which
temporarily holds programs and data. Meanwhile, the ROM
313 1s a non-volatile storage which can hold programs and
table data to be created in the processing of the respective
embodiments to be described later.

The data transfer I/F 314 controls transmission and recep-
tion of data to and from the host device 300. The first head
controller 315L supplies printing data to the first print head
101L shown 1n FIG. 1, and controls an ejection operation of
the first print head 101L. Specifically, the first head control-
ler 315L can be configured to read control parameters and
the printing data from a predetermined address 1n the RAM
312. As the CPU 311 writes the control parameters and the
printing data into the predetermined address in the RAM
312, the processing is 1nitiated by the first head controller
315L and ink ejection from the first print head 101L 1s
carried out. Likewise, the second head controller 315R
supplies printing data to the second print head 101R shown
in FIG. 1, and controls an ejection operation of the second
print head 101R. The image processing accelerator 316 1s
formed from hardware and 1s configured to execute the
image processing faster than the CPU 311. Specifically, the
image processing accelerator 316 can be configured to read
parameters and data necessary for the image processing
from a predetermined address in the RAM 312. Then, as the
CPU 311 wrnites the parameters and the data into the prede-
termined address in the RAM 312, the image processing,
accelerator 316 1s activated and predetermined 1mage pro-
cessing 1s carried out. Here, the image processing accelera-
tor 316 1s not an indispensable element, and the image
processing can be of course executed only by means of the
processing by the CPU 311 depending on the specifications
of the printer and the like. The scanner controller 317
controls scan processing.

FIG. 4 1s a diagram showing functional blocks of the
printing system shown in FIG. 3. The host device 300
includes a printing app 400. The printing app 400 includes
a printing device name obtaining unit 401, a printability
information obtaining unit 402, a printing job acceptable
state obtaining unit 403, a printing job transmitting unit 404,
and a printing result receiving unit 405. The respective units
included in the printing app 400 are implemented by the
CPU 301 that functions as the respective units of the host
device 300 mn FIG. 4 as a consequence of the CPU 301
reading the programs stored 1n the HDD 303 out to the RAM
302 and executing the programs. The printing app 400 1s an
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application for performing direct printing by the printer 100
without using a printer driver. Various applications are
provided as the printing app 400 from printer manufacturers,
OS (operating system) vendors, and so forth. While a single
printing app 400 1s shown as an example 1 FIG. 4, the host
device 300 may include multiple printing apps. Other print-
ing apps can also be provided with configurations similar to
the printing app 400. The printing app 400 can recognize the
presence ol the printer 100 on a network by use of network
protocols each used for a corresponding printing service.

The printing device name obtaining unit 401 obtains a
printing device name of the printer 100. For example, the
printing device name obtaining unit 401 obtains the printing
device name of the printer 100, which 1s discovered by
searching for a printer available 1n a network. The printing
device name 1s a name to i1dentily the printer 100. In general,
a model number or the like of the printer 100 1s used as the
printing device name.

The printability information obtaining unit 402 obtains
printability information on the printer 100 from the printer
100. The printability information 1s mnformation concerning,
printability conditions used for printing by the printer 100
such as the number of colors, a printing sheet type, a printing,
sheet size, and a printing color mode. The number of colors
represents the number of colors of inks usable by the printer
100. The printing sheet type represents the type of the sheet
such as plain paper and glossy paper, which 1s determined
based on the 1nks loaded 1n the print heads of the printer 100,
and so forth. The printing sheet size represents the sheet size
printable by the printer 100. The printing color mode rep-
resents an available color mode such as a colored mode, a
monochrome mode, and a special color (such as metallic)
mode.

The printing app 400 conducts the processing for search-
ing for the printer available 1n the network, for example. At
this time, the discovered printer is registered with an avail-
able printer list stored (held) in the HDD 303. In the case of
registering the printer, the printing device name obtained by
the printing device name obtaining unit 401 1s used as the
name to be displayed on the list, and processing for asso-
clating the printability information obtained by the print-
ability information obtaining unit 402 with the printer and
registering the associated printability information 1s con-
ducted. In other words, the HDD 303 stores the printing
device name and the printability information associated with
cach other. Here, among the printing apps 400, there 1s a
printing app designed not to cause the printability informa-
tion obtaining unit 402 to obtain the printability information
again concerning the printer which has already been regis-
tered with the available printer list. Alternatively, there 1s a
printing app designed not to update the registered printabil-
ity information concerning the printer with printability infor-
mation to be obtained again, because, even 11 the printability
information obtaining unit 402 obtains printability informa-
tion again, the relevant printability information (other print-
ability information) concerning the printer has already been
registered with the printer list. In other words, among the
printing apps 400, there 1s a printing app designed not to
rewrite the printability information once stored 1n the HDD
303. In the above-described printing app 400, 11 the con-
figuration of the print heads of the printer 100 1s changed as
described later and the printability information 1s changed 1n
connection therewith, the change 1n information will not be
reflected therein. As a consequence, the printability condi-
tion at the printer 100 disagrees with the printability con-
dition recognized by the printing app 400. According to the
processing to be described below, 1t 1s possible to reduce




US 10,493,784 B2

7

occurrence of the disagreement in the printing app 400.
Details will be described later.

The description of the respective units of the printing app
400 will be continued.

The printing job acceptable state obtaining umt 403
obtains a printing job acceptable state of the printer 100. If
information indicating that 1t 1s 1mpossible to accept a
printing job 1s obtained, the printing job transmitting unit
404 does not transmit the printing job to the printer 100. If
information indicating that 1t i1s possible to accept the
printing job 1s obtained, the printing job transmitting unit
404 transmuits the printing job to the printer 100. The printing
10b transmitting unit 404 transmits the printing job for
causing the printer 100 to execute printing by using image
data and the like stored 1n the HDD 303. The printing result
receiving unit 405 receives from the printer 100 a processing,
result of the printing job transmitted from the printing job
transmitting unit 404.

Next, the configuration of the printer 100 will be
described. The printer 100 1ncludes a left head information
obtaining unit 411, a right head information obtaining unit
412, a list storing unit 413, a printing processing unit 414,
a head replacement instruction accepting unit 415, and a
printing service providing unit 416. The printing service
providing unmit 416 includes a printing device name disclos-
ing unit 421, a printability information transmitting unit 422,
a printing job acceptable state transmitting unit 423, a
printing job receiving unit 424, and a printing result trans-
mitting unit 425.

The left head information obtaining unit 411 obtains
information (such as a head type ID) on the print head
loaded on the left side of the carriage 103. The right head
information obtaiming unit 412 obtains mnformation on the
print head loaded on the right side of the carriage 103. The
left head information obtaining unit 411 and the right head
information obtaimng umt 412 are formed from the first
head controller 315L and the second head controller 315R.

The list storing unit 413 1s formed from the ROM 313,
which stores a head configuration list and stores a printabil-
ity imnformation list. Details of the head configuration list and
the printability information list will be described later.

The printing processing unit 414 executes printing pro-
cessing based on the printing data transmitted from the
printing service providing unit 416. The printing processing,
unit 414 1s formed from the first head controller 3151, the
second head controller 315R, the image processing accel-
erator 316, the CPU 311, and the like.

The head replacement instruction accepting umt 415
accepts an instruction to replace a print head. Moreover, the
head replacement 1nstruction accepting unit 415 notifies the
printing service providing unit 416 of completion of replace-
ment of the print head.

The printing service providing unit 416 provides a print-
ing service to the printing app 400 of the host device 300.
The CPU 311 reads programs stored 1in the ROM 313 out to
the RAM 312, and implements the head replacement
instruction accepting unit 415 and the printing service
providing unit 416. Thus, the CPU 311 functions as and
realizes the head replacement instruction accepting unit 415
and the printing service providing unit 416 (as well as the
respective units 1mcluded 1n the printing service providing,
unit 416).

The printing device name disclosing unit 421 discloses
the printing device name to respective host devices includ-
ing the host device 300. The printability information trans-
mitting unit 422 transmits the printability information to the
respective host devices including the host device 300. The
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printing job acceptable state transmitting unit 423 transmits
a printing job acceptable state to the respective host devices
including the host device 300. Each of the printing device
name disclosing unit 421, the printability information trans-
mitting unit 422, and the printing job acceptable state
transmitting unit 423 may transmit the information to the
host device 300 1n the form of a push type, or transmit the
information to the host device 300 in the form of a pull type.
Specifically, the printing service providing unit 416 can
actively transmait the information to the printing app 400 1n
the form of broadcasting, for example (the push type).
Alternatively, the printing service providing unit 416 may
transmit the information to the host device 300 in the case
of being requested by the printing app 400 (the pull type).

The printing job receiving umt 424 receives the printing
10b from the host device 300. The printing job receiving unit
424 requests the printing processing unit 414 for the printing
processing of the received printing job. The printing result
transmitting unit 425 transmits a printing result of the
printing job accepted by the printing job receiving unit 424
to the host device 300.

FIG. 5 1s a diagram showing an example of a processing,
sequence between host device 300 and the printer 100 1n the
case of carrying out the printing service. In FIG. §, steps
S501 to S507 represent the processing by the host device
300. Steps S511 to S517 represent the processing by the
printer 100. In step S501, the processing by the host device
300 1s started. For example, a user imitiates the printing app
400, thereby starting the processing. In step S311, the
processing by the printer 100 1s started.

In step S512, the printing service providing unit 416 of the
printer 100 confirms that the printer 100 1s printable, and
starts the printing service. Specifically, the printing service
providing unit 416 sets a state of the printer 100 to a Ready
state.

In step S502, the printing app 400 of the host device 300
carries out a printing service Discovery. In step S513, the
printing service providing unit 416 responds to the printing
service Discovery, and notifies that the printer 100 1s an
apparatus that can provide the printing service. At this time,
the printing service providing unit 416 notifies the host
device 300 of the printing device name of the printer 100.

In step S503, the printing app 400 of the host device 300
obtains the printability information. In the case where the
printer 100 1s an unknown device, the printing app 400
inquires at the printer 100 about the printability information.
Then, the printing app 400 obtains the printability informa-
tion which 1s transmitted from the printer 1n step S514 in
response to the mquiry. Meanwhile, 1n the case where the
printer 100 1s a known device, the printing app 400 obtains
the printability information which 1s registered with and held
by the printing app 400 that has been obtained already. In
other words, 1t the printer 100 1s the known device, the
printing app 400 does not obtain the printability information
from the printer 100.

In step S504, the host device 300 constructs and displays
a user interface (Ul) for creating the printing job based on
the printability information obtained in step S503. Specifi-
cally, based on the printability information on the printer
100, the host device 300 performs display control of the UI
including a display that 1s suitable for the printer 100 such
as a printing size, a printable sheet size, a printable sheet
type, a used ik type, and the like, as well as a display of
options suitable for the printer 100. Here, 1f there 1s a change
in the printability condition of the printer 100 and the host
device 300 does not obtain the printability information from
the printer 100 1n the processing in step S503, the details of
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the change are not reflected 1n step S504. In other words, the
UI not suitable for the printer 100 may be displayed. As a
consequence, a printing job that disagrees with the current
printability condition of the printer 100 may be constructed.
In the processing of this embodiment described below, a
technique for suppressing the occurrence of the disagree-
ment will be explained.

In step S503, the host device 300 1ssues a printing job. In
step S5135, the printer 100 receives the printing job and
performs the printing. As the printing of the printer 100 1s
completed, the printer 100 notifies the host device 300 of
completion of the printing 1n step S516. In step S506, the
host device 300 receives the printing completion notifica-
tion. The printing app 400 displays the completion of the
printing. Then, the host device 300 proceeds to step S507
and the printer 100 proceeds to step S517, respectively, and
the series of the printing service processing 1s completed.

Note that the processing of FIG. 5 explains the aspect of
the pull type 1n which host device 300 sends a request to the
printer 100 and the printer 100 responds to the request.
However, as mentioned previously, the processing may take
the form of a so-called push type 1n which the printer 100
voluntarily transmits information to the host device 300 (as
well as not-1llustrated other host devices) present on the
network.

Next, a description will be given of an example 1n which
different print heads are loaded on the carriage 103 of the
printer 100.

FIG. 6 1s a diagram 1n which the printer 100 1llustrated in
FIG. 1 loads a third print head 601L and a fourth print head

601R, cach of which loads only a black ink. The third print
head 601L and the fourth print head 601R have the same
shape and the same size as the first print head 101L and the
second print head 101R and can replace the print heads on
the carniage 103. In FIG. 6, configurations other than the
third print head 601L and the fourth print head 601R are the
same as those i FIG. 1 and explanations thereol waill
therefore be omitted.

The third print head 601L loads a black nozzle array
602LK for ejecting the ink. Likewise, the fourth print head
601R also loads a black nozzle array 602RK for rejecting the
ink of the same color as the 1nk loaded on the third print head
601L.

In the case where the printer 100 loads the first print head
101L and the second print head 101R capable of performing
color printing, the printer 100 can perform monochrome
printing and color printing. Meanwhile, 1n the case where
the printer 100 loads the third print head 601L and the fourth
print head 601R, the printer 100 can perform the mono-
chrome printing. Here, in order to express the black 1n the
course of performing the monochrome printing or the color
printing by using the three colors of CMY inks, then
so-called composite-black processing may be conducted so
as to express the gray and black by printing 1n the three
colors while changing proportions of the inks as appropriate.

FIG. 7 1s a diagram to explain printable regions of the

third print head 601L and the fourth print head 601R of the
printer 100 described in FIG. 6. FIG. 7 illustrates a sche-
matic diagram 1n the case of viewing the third print head
601L and the fourth print head 601R in FIG. 6 from
sideways, and illustrates the printable regions.

Positions XK1 to XK4 and regions PK1 to PKé6 1n FIG.
7 are assumed to be the same as the positions X1 to X4 and
the regions P1 to P6 1n FIG. 2. Here, 1n a strict sense, 1t 1s
possible to apply a different setting from that in FIG. 2.
Specifically, assuming that P 1s a distance between the cyan
nozzle array 102LC and the yellow nozzle array 102LY
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loaded on the first print head 101L, then 1t 1s also possible
to apply the following settings:

PK1=P1+P;

PK2=P2+P;

PK4=P4+P; and

PK6=P6+P.

Although the aspect of using the print heads of the same
type (either CMY or black only) for the right and left print
heads has been described, the present invention 1s not
limited only to this configuration. One of the print heads
may be a print head of a different type from the other print
head. Meanwhile, one of the print heads may not be loaded
instead. In any of these conditions, the printer 100 can
perform the printing on the printing sheet.

Next, a description will be given of processing 1n the case
of replacing the print heads loaded on the printer 100. If the
loaded print heads are replaced, the printability condition of
the printer 100 may be changed accordingly. The following
scene assumes a case 1 which the print heads loaded on the
printer 100 are replaced after the printer 100 establishes
connection to the host device 300. In other words, the
following scene assumes a case in which the print heads
loaded on the printer 100 are replaced 1n the case where the
printing app 400 of the host device 300 has registered the
printer 100 already. In the case where the print heads are
replaced as described above, this embodiment performs
processing for reducing the chance of causing the host
device 300 to 1ssue the printing job under a printing condi-
tion that cannot be dealt with the printer 100. In other words,
a description will be given of an aspect where the printer 100
performs such processing with which the printability con-

dition changed at the printer 100 1s retlected at the host
device 300.

Table 1 1s a head configuration list showing combinations
of a left-hand loaded head (also referred to as a “left head”)
and a right-hand loaded head (also referred to as a “right
head™) to be loaded on the printer 100, and printing modes
and printable sizes available for printing 1n these combina-
tions. Here, as mentioned previously, the printer 100 1s
provided with the sheet guide 107 located on the left side.
Accordingly, the left head 1s supposed to be always used at
the time of ordinary printing.

TABLE 1

Head Configuration List of First Embodiment

Color

Configuration Left-hand Right-hand Printing Monochrome
Number Loaded Head  Loaded Head Width Printing Width

1 color color 210 mm 210 mm

2 black black NA 210 mm

3 color none/black 120 mm 120 mm

4 black none/color NA 120 mm

In view of Table 1, the printer 100 has the following
characteristics depending on the combinations of the types
of the loaded print heads. Here, a color print head 1s a print
head provided with the CMY nozzle arrays such as the first
print head 101L. Meanwhile, a black print head 1s a print
head provided only with the black nozzle array such as the
third print head 601L.:

If the left head 1s the color print head, then 1t 1s possible
to perform both the color printing and the monochrome
printing (see configuration numbers 1 and 3);

If the left head 1s the black print head, then 1t is not
possible to perform the color printing but 1s possible to
perform the monochrome printing (see configuration
numbers 2 and 4);
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If the right head and the leit head are of the same type,
then 1t 1s possible to print up to 210 mm by using both
of the right and left print heads (see the configuration
numbers 1 and 2); and

If the rnight head 1s of the diflerent type from that of the left
head, then 1t 1s possible to print up to 120 mm by using

the left print head without using the right head (see the
configuration numbers 3 and 4).
Here, the head configuration list of Table 1 represents a
list applicable to a case 1n which the sheet guide 107 1is
provided on the left side of the printer 100. In the case where
the sheet guide 107 1s provided on the right side of the
printer 100, then 1t 1s possible to use another head configu-
ration list created based on the type of the right head as the
standard.
FIG. 8 1s a tlowchart for explaining the processing by the
printer 100 of this embodiment. In the processing to be
described below, the printer 100 1s assumed to be 1n the state
of the configuration number 1 on Table 1 1n an 1nitial state.
In other words, the color print heads are assumed to be
loaded as the right and left print heads on the carriage 103
(1.e., representing the configuration illustrated in FIG. 1).
First, power-on processing of the printer 100 1s executed
in step S801. Thus, power 1s supplied to the respective units
in the printer 100.
Next, 1n step S802, the left head information obtaining
unit 411 obtains a type 1D of the left side print head loaded
on the carrtage 103. The type ID 1s obtained by reading a
prescribed component value of the print head, for instance.
By obtaining the type 1D, 1t 1s possible to specily whether the
left side print head 1s the color print head or the black print
head. Here, the type ID of the left head turns out to be
“color”. The type ID of the left head thus obtained 1is
provided to the printing service providing unit 416.
Next, 1n step S803, the right head information obtaining
unit 412 obtains a type ID of the right side print head loaded
on the carriage 103. Here, the type ID of the right head turns
out to be “color”. The type ID of the right head thus obtained
1s provided to the printing service providing unit 416.
Next, 1n step S804, the printing service providing unit 416
refers to the head configuration list stored 1n the list storing
unit 413 by using the type ID of the left head and the type
ID of the night head, and sets up the configuration number
of the printer 100. Specifically, the configuration number 1s
set up based on the type IDs of the night and left heads
obtained in steps S802 and S803 and on the head configu-
ration list of Table 1. Here, the configuration number turns
out to be “1” as mentioned previously.
Next, 1 step S805, the printing service providing unit 416
starts the printing service to the external host device 300.
This step includes the following processing:
disclosure of the “‘printing device name” to the host
device 300:

transmission of the “printability information™ in response
to the mquiry from the host device 300;

transmission of the “printing job acceptable state” in
response to the inquiry from the host device 300; and

transmission ol a “printing device status™ 1n response to
the inquiry from the host device 300.

As described above, the disclosure and transmission of
these pieces of information may be carried out 1n the form
of the push type or the pull type. Generally, in the case where
the printing app 400 of the host device 300 registers the
printer 100 for the first time, the host device 300 inquires at
the printer 100 about the printability condition. Then, the
host device 300 registers the printability condition with the
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printing app 400 based on the “printability information”™
transmitted from the printer 100.

Table 2 1s a list of the printability information correspond-
ing to the head configuration list of Table 1. The configu-
ration numbers on Table 1 correspond to configuration
numbers on Table 2, respectively. As shown 1n Table 2, in
this embodiment, if the head configurations of the print
heads (the combination of the right and left print heads) are

different, then the printer 100 discloses the printing device
names diflerent from each other. Specifically, 11 the configu-
rations of the loaded heads are changed, the printer 100
discloses the printing device names corresponding to the
changed head configurations. For this reason, the host device
300 1s expected to execute processing as 1f 1t 1s 1n the case
of discovering a new diflerent printer. In other words, as the
printing app 400 of the host device 300 discovers a new
available printer, the printing app 400 acquires the print-
ability information on that printer and executes the process-
ing for setting the printability condition on the printer. For
this reason, 1t 1s possible to reduce the occurrence of the
disagreement between the printability condition of the
printer and the printability condition recognized by the host
device 300 (the printing app 400).

TABLE 2

Printing Device Names and Printability Information of First Embodiment

Config- Printability Information
uration Printing Printing
Number Printing Device Name Colors Width Ink
1 PRINTER _CMY_ A4 BK & 210 mm 3 COLORS:
COLOR CMY
2 PRINTER_ K A4 BK 210 mm 1 COLOR: K
3 PRINTER _CMY_4x6 BK & 120 mm 3 COLORS:
COLOR CMY
4 PRINTER__K_ 4x6 BK 120 mm 1 COLOR: K

In the processing of step S805, the printing service
providing unit 416 discloses and transmits the “printing
device name” and the “printability mformation™ stated on
Table 2 based on the configuration number that 1s set up 1n
step S804. In the above-described example, the configura-
tion number 1s “1”. Accordingly, the “printing device name”
and the “printability information™ to be disclosed and trans-
mitted are as follows:

the printing device name: PRINTER_CMY _A4;

the printability information:

the printing colors=BK & COLOR;
the printing width=210 mm; and
the 1nk=3 colors: CMY.

The various pieces of the printability information thus
transmitted are used as the printability conditions as follows
by the host device 300, for example:

the printing colors: options selectable by the host device

300 1n the case of selecting the printing mode;
the printing width: an option selectable by the host device
300 n the case of selecting the printing sheet size; and
the ink: the number of 1inks 1n the case where the host
device 300 indicates 1nk residual amounts and the like.

The printability immformation to be transmitted from the
printer 100 to the host device 300 1s not limited only to the
above-described example. In addition, depending on the
information on the colors and the inks, information such as
the printing color mode, the printing sheet type, and the like
may also be transmitted as the printability information to the
host device 300. Of the items included in the printability
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information, the host device 300 can arbitrarily set as to
which 1tems are to be used as the printability information. In
the meantime, the printer 100 may transmit only the infor-
mation on the items 1inquired from the host device 300 as the
printability information.

Meanwhile, 1n the processing of step S805, the printing
service providing unit 416 may receive an mquiry from the
host device 300 about a status of the printing device.
Specifically, there may be a case 1 which the host device
300 transmits a status mquiry command which inquires
about the status of the printing device. This status 1nquiry
command includes the printing device name. In the case of
receiving the status mnquiry command, the printing service
providing unit 416 responds the status of the printing device
(a printer status) to the host device 300 based on the printing
device name 1ncluded 1n the command. Specifically, 1f the
printing device name included in the command matches the
printing device name currently providing the service, the
printing service providing unit 416 responds the status of the
printing device to the host device 300. For instance, the
configuration number 1s “1” 1n the above-described
example. Accordingly, the printing service providing unit
416 responds the status of the printing device to the host
device 300 11 the printing device name included in the status
inquiry command 1s “PRINTER_CMY_A4”. For example,
as the status of the printing device, the printing service
providing unit 416 transmits a message “IDLE” representing,
that the printing device 1s capable of printing, or a message
“BUSY” representing one of printing unacceptable statuses,
as the response. On the other hand, if the printing service
providing unit 416 receives the status inquiry command that
includes a different configuration such as the printing device
name “PRINTER_K_A4”, the printing service providing
unit 416 does not send any response. As described above,
since the printer 100 does not send any response, the host
device 300 can learn that the printer of the relevant con-
figuration (the configuration identified by the printing device
name “PRINTER_K_A4”) i1s not available. As a conse-
quence, the host device 300 can demonstrate the status of the
target printer to the user by changing a color of an icon
corresponding to the printer corresponding to the printing
device status, or by 1indicating a text such as “not available”.
The example described herein 1s configured such that the
printer 100 causes the host device 300 to recognize the
unavailable status by not sending any response to the status
inquiry command. However, the present mvention 1s not
limited only to this example. The printer 100 may notily the
host device 300 of the unavailable status by a diflerent
method such as transmission of an error status as the
response.

Next, 1n step S806, the printer 100 determines whether or
not power-ofl 1s mstructed. If the power-ofl 1s mstructed, the
processing proceeds to step S807. In step S807, the printing,
service providing unit 416 terminates the printing service.
For example, the printing service providing unit 416 cuts oif
communication using a network protocol used 1n the print-
ing service. Thereatfter, the processing proceeds to step S808
where the printer 100 performs power-ofl processing and
then terminates the flow.

On the other hand, 1f the power-ofl 1s not instructed 1n step
S806, the processing proceeds to step S809.

In step S809, the head replacement 1nstruction accepting
unit 415 determines whether or not the head replacement
instruction 1s accepted. I1 the head replacement instruction 1s
not accepted, the processing proceeds to step S810. In step
S810, the printing service providing unit 416 determines
whether or not the printing job 1s received from the host
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device 300. If the printing job 1s not received, the processing
proceeds to step S806 and then the above-described pro-
cessing 1s repeated. 11 the printing service providing unit 416
determines that the printing job 1s received 1n step S810, the
processing proceeds to step S811.

In step S811, the printing processing unit 414 carries out
the printing processing of the printing job notified from the
printing service providing unit 416. At this point, the printer
100 has never caused any change 1n the printability condi-
tion. Accordingly, there 1s no chance of occurrence of the

disagreement with the printing job transmitted from the host
device 300.

Next, in step S812, the printing processing unit 414
determines whether or not the printing processing of the
received printing job 1s completed. The processing in step
S811 15 carried out until the printing processing 1s com-
pleted. If the printing processing 1s determined to be com-
pleted, the processing proceeds to step S806 and then the
above-described processing 1s repeated. On the other hand,
if the head replacement 1nstruction 1s accepted 1n step S809,
the processing proceeds to step S813.

In step S813, the printing service providing unit 416
terminates the printing service along with a start of head
replacement processing. For example, the printing service
providing umt 416 cuts ofl the communication using the
network protocol used 1n the printing service. At this point,
the printer 100 1s no longer recognized as the available
printing device by the external host device 300.

Next, 1in step S814, the printer 100 carries out the head
replacement processing. For example, the carriage 103 1s
moved to a head replacement position. Then, any of the
heads loaded on the carriage 103 1s replaced with a new head
by the user. Thuis embodiment will describe an example of
replacing both the right and left print heads with the black
print heads.

Next, in step S815, the printer 100 determines whether or
not the head replacement processing 1s completed. Specifi-
cally, the printer 100 determines the completion of the head
replacement processing as the user loads the print heads on
the carrtage 103 and then presses a head replacement
completion button or the like. The processing 1n step S814
1s performed until the head replacement processing 1s com-
pleted. The processing returns to step S802 1n the case of the
determination that the head replacement processing 1s com-
pleted. Thereatter, the processing 1s continued.

As described above, the printing service 1s terminated 1f
there 1s the head replacement instruction. Then, after the
head replacement 1s performed, the above-described pro-
cessing 1including the processing for obtaiming the head type
ID will be performed again. In the above-described example,
the head type IDs obtained 1n the repeated steps S802 and
S803 are different from those having been obtained 1n the
carlier steps S802 and S803. For this reason, the information
to be obtained 1n the respective steps will be different 1n the
following perspectives:

(Information Obtained 1n the Repeated Steps)

Step S802

the type ID of the left head="black™;

Step S803

the type ID of the right head="black™;
Step S804

the configuration number="<2";

Step S805

the printing device name: PRINTER_K_A4;
the printability information

the printing color=BK;

the printing width=210 mm; and

the ink=1 color: K.
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In this embodiment, as shown i Table 2, the printing
device names vary depending on the configurations of the
heads. Accordingly, 1n the repeated step S805, 11 the printing,
service 1s started by using the replaced head configuration,
the printing service to the external host device 300 1s started
while changing (updating) not only the printability informa-
tion but also the printed device name. In the case of not
changing the printing device name, that 1s, 1f only the
printability information i1s changed while keeping the print-
ing device name unchanged, then the host device 300
continues to recognize the printing device as the printing
device that has already been registered. The host device 300
may not obtain the printability information again regarding,
the printing device that has been registered, and may cause
the disagreement of the information. According to this
embodiment, 1 the head configuration 1s changed, the
printer 100 uses a different printing device name. In this
way, 1t 1s possible to cause the host device 300 to recognize

that the printing device 1s different and to obtain the print-
ability information.

The above-described example has explained the aspect of
replacing the print heads in the same printer 100. However,
the present embodiment 1s also useful 1n the case of using
multiple printers 100 of the same model number. For
instance, in the case where a printer 100X and a printer 100Y
are of the same model number, then the printers may take the
same printing device name. On the other hand, the printer
100X 1s assumed to be a printer for the monochrome printing
provided with the print head configuration as shown 1n FIG.
6 and the printer 100Y 1s assumed to be a printer for the color
printing provided with the print head configuration as shown
in FIG. 1, for example. In this case, if the host device 300
registers the printer 100X 1n the beginming, then the printer
having that printing device name 1s continuously recognized
as the printer for the monochrome printing. Accordingly,
even 1f the printer 100X 1s disconnected from the network
and the printer 100Y 1s newly connected thereto, the host
device 300 may continuously recognize the printer 100Y as
the printer for the monochrome printing. Thus, the disagree-
ment of the printability information may occur. As described
above, there may be the case in which the disagreement
occurs not only by the change of the head configuration of
the same printer 100 but also by the switching of the
connection of the printers 100 of the same model number.

In the processing of this embodiment, 11 the head con-
figuration of the print heads after the replacement 1s changed
from the head configuration of the print heads before the
replacement, the printing device name 1s also changed in
accordance with the change in the head configuration. For
this reason, the external host device 300 recognizes that the
printing service 1s started by the “unknown new device”.
Accordingly, the host device 300 obtains the printability
information corresponding to the changed head configura-
tion whereby the disagreement does not occur. In the mean-
time, 1n the case where the user further changes (returns) the
head configuration again to the configuration number “17,
the printer 100 1s recognized again as the “known color
printing device”. The printability information at the time of
recognition 1s the same as the printability information that
has been registered already. Accordingly, the disagreement
in the printability mformation does not occur between the
printer 100 and the host device 300.

Meanwhile, 1n the processing of this embodiment, upon
receipt of the status mquiry command from the host device
300, the printer 100 performs the processing to respond to
the host device 300 based on the printing device name
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included in the command. Among the host devices 300,
there 1s a host device which continues the storage of the

information on the printing device. For this reason, even 1f
the printing device name of the printer 100 1s changed, the
host device 300 may be 1n the state of being capable of
selecting the printing device name before the change.
Accordingly, the host device 300 may 1ssue the printing job
based on the printability information corresponding to the
printing device name before the change. As 1n the above-
described embodiment, as the printer 100 performs the
response based on the device name included in the status
inquiry command, the host device 300 can recognize a valid
printing device name or an invalid printing device name of
the printer 100. As a consequence, the host device 300 can
demonstrate the validity or invalidity of the printing service
corresponding to the printability information on the printer
100 more reliably to the user operating the host device 300.
In this way, it 1s possible to reduce the chance of 1ssuing the
printing job based on the printability information corre-
sponding to the printing device name before the change, and
thus to diminish the risk of occurrence of the disagreement
with the printing job.

Note that all the printing device names in Table 2 include
“PRINTER_” 1n common. In other words, at least front parts
of the printing device names coincide with one another. This
1s due to the following reason. Specifically, 1n the case where
there are multiple printers 100, for example, the printers 100
are displayed serially on a printer list on the host device side
so as to allow easy selection by the user. In other words, 11
there are multiple printers 100 of the same model number
and the head configurations of the printers are different from
one another, the printers are displayed with different printing
device names on the printer list on the host device side. The
printing device names preferably have common portions.
For example, the printing device names preferably include a
machine type name and the like in common.

As described above, 1n this embodiment, in the case
where the head configuration 1s changed as a result of
replacing the print head, the printing device name i1s also
updated. Accordingly, the host device 300 recogmizes the
unknown new device. Thus, 1t 1s possible to cause the host
device 300 to reflect the printability information. As a
consequence, 1t 1s possible to reduce the chance of occur-
rence of the disagreement between the printing job 1ssued by
the host device 300 and the printability condition of the
printer 100.

Note that this embodiment has described the aspect of
changing the printing device name as an example. However,
the present invention 1s not limited only to this aspect. In
another aspect, a parameter may be changed as long as the
host device 300 (the printing app 400) 15 likely to recognize
the parameter as pertaining to a new printer. For example, in
a printing service using a network protocol such as “Bon-
jour”, “WSD (Web Services on Devices)”, and “UPnP”, an
identifier used for recognizing a device may be changed. In
other words, 11 the head configuration 1s changed 1n the case
where a first printing service using a first identifier 1s being,
provided, then a second printing service using a second
identifier may be provided instead.

Second Embodiment

The first embodiment has described the aspect 1n which,
the printer 100 stops the printing service to the host device
300 1n the case of accepting the head replacement instruc-
tion, then cuts off the connection to the host device 300, and
starts the printing service anew after the head replacement.
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However, the head replacement 1s carried out not only 1n the
case of replacement with the print heads of different types.
For example, 11 a print head formed integrally with an 1nk
tank 1s used, there 1s possibly as aspect of replacing the print
head which runs out of the ink. In the case of the processing
described 1n the first embodiment, the connection to the host
device 300 will be cut off 1f the ik runs out while the user
1s carrying out a printing job for a large number of pages and
the replacement with a new print head of the same type 1s
required. Here, the printing job 1s aborted as a consequence.

Accordingly, the second embodiment will describe an
aspect ol performing processing based on a result of deter-
mination as to whether head replacement conducted by the
user 1s head replacement corresponding to ink runout or
head replacement intended to change the printability condi-
tion. Note that the configurations of the printer 100 and the
host device 300 are the same as those described in the first
embodiment and explanations thereof will be omitted.

FI1G. 9 1s a flowchart for explaining the processing of this
embodiment. In this embodiment as well, the 1nitial state of
the printer 100 1s assumed to be of the head configuration of
the configuration number “1” 1n Table 1. Steps S901 to S912
are the same processing as steps S801 to S812 1n FIG. 8, and
explanations thereof will be omaitted.

In the first step S905 of this embodiment, the information
on the printer 100 to be transmitted to the external host
device 300 1s the same as that 1n the first step S805 of the
first embodiment, which 1s as follows:
the printing device name: PRINTER_CMY _A4;
the printability information:

the printing colors=BK & COLOR;

the printing width=210 mm; and

the 1nk=3 colors: CMY.

In this embodiment, 11 1t 1s determined 1n step S909 that
the head replacement 1nstruction 1s accepted, the processing,
proceeds to step S914.

In steps S914 and S9135, the head replacement processing,
1s performed as with the processing in steps S814 to S8135 1n
FIG. 8. A different feature from the processing in FIG. 8 1s
in that the processing to terminate the printing service in step
S813 1n FIG. 8 1s not carried out herein. Accordingly, unlike
the first embodiment, the head replacement processing 1s
carried out 1n this embodiment while not terminating the
printing service.

In the explanation of this flow, the head replacement to be
conducted by the user 1s assumed 1n the first place to be the
head replacement of the same type due to the ink runout.
Specifically, i1t 1s assumed that the user replaces only the
right head with a new color head and then presses a head
replacement button.

If 1t 1s determined that the head replacement 1s completed
in step S915, the processing proceeds to step S916. In steps
S916 and 5917, the head type IDs of the left and right heads
are obtained as with the steps S902 and S903.

Next, 1n step S918, the printing service providing unit 416
determines whether or not the configuration number 1is
changed. In the assumed processing mentioned above, the
configuration number at the point of step S918 1s “1”°, which
1s 1dentical to the configuration number at the point of step
S904. Accordingly, the result of determination turns out to
be NO. If the result of determination 1n step S918 1s NO, the
processing proceeds to step S906 and the above-described
processing 1s repeated thereafter. According to this process-
ing, if the configuration number i1s not changed, or 1n the
case of just the replacement with the print head of the same
type due to the mk runout and the like, then 1t 1s possible to
continue the printing service. For instance, with respect to
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the host device 300 which divides a series of printing into
multiple printing jobs and transmits the printing jobs, 1t 1s
possible to continue the printing service without cancelling
and aborting the printing jobs.

Next, a description will be given of the case in which the
user performs the replacement of the head of a different type
instead of the replacement of the head of the same type.
Specifically, the case i which the user replaces both the
right and left heads with black heads 1n step S914 will be

described as an example. In this case, the head type IDs of
the left and right heads obtained 1n steps S916 and S917 are
“black™. Accordingly, the configuration number at the point
of step S918 1s “2”. Hence, this configuration number does
not match the configuration number at the point of step
S904. Therefore, the configuration number 1s determined to

be changed 1n step S918, and the processing proceeds to step
S913.

In step S913, the printing service providing unit 416
terminates the printing service by performing the same
processing as that in step S813 i FIG. 8. Then, the pro-
cessing proceeds to step S904 and the above-described
processing 1s repeated thereatter.

According to the above-described processing, at the start
of the printing service in the next steps S904 and S905, the
pieces ol information turn out to be as follows:

Step S904

the configuration number="2";

Step S9035

the printing device name: PRINTER_K_A4;

the printability information

the printing color=BK;

the printing width=210 mm; and

the ink=1 color: K.

For this reason, as described 1n the first embodiment, the
host device 300 recognizes that a diflerent device has started
the printing service.

As described above, in this embodiment, the printing
service currently in action 1s terminated at a stage of the
change 1n the head configuration (that 1s, at a stage where 1t
1s definitely necessary to update the printing device name).
According to the above-described processing, 1f the head
replacement conducted by the user 1s the head replacement
to deal with the 1nk runout, then it 1s possible to maintain the
connection to the host device and to continue the printing job
without aborting the printing job. Hence, it 1s possible to
reliably transmit the printability information to the external
host device 300 as described in the first embodiment. As a
consequence, 1t 1s possible to reduce the chance of occur-
rence of the disagreement between the printing job 1ssued by
the host device 300 and the printability condition of the
printer 100.

Note that in the description of the first embodiment and
the second embodiment, only the transition from the state of
the configuration number “1” to the state of the configura-
tion number “2” has been described. However, a similar
ellect can be obtained 1n other aspects of a transition to a
state of a different configuration number or of a transition
from a state of a diflerent configuration number. The {first
embodiment and the second embodiment have mainly
described the example of the change 1n the “printing color”.
However, other printability conditions including the “print-
ing width”, the “ink”, and so forth may also be changed as
a result of a transition to a state of a different configuration
number. In this regard, according to the processing of the
first embodiment or the second embodiment, it 1s possible to
transmit these changes to the host device 300 as well.
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Meanwhile, in the first embodiment and the second
embodiment, a description 1s omitted in a case where no

print heads are loaded on the carriage 103 at all because 1t
1s not possible to provide any printing service in such a
situation. A situation 1n which no heads are loaded may arise
in the course of a transition of the head configuration. Even
in that case, the processing will be conducted appropriately
in accordance with the processing of the above-described
embodiments. For instance, let us assume a case 1n which the
heads loaded on the rnight and leit are both the color print
heads, and both the print heads are once removed to estab-
lish the state of not loading any heads and then color print
heads are loaded again. In this case, even though there 1s the
state of loading no heads 1n the middle, the right and left
heads remain as the color print heads and there 1s no change
in this respect in the case where the head configuration 1s
taken 1nto consideration as a whole. For this reason, it 1s not
necessary to terminate provision of the printing service to
the host device 300 and to start another printing service
under a different printing device name again. Here, i the
case ol the processing of the second embodiment, if an
unloaded state 1s set to a particular configuration number,
then the provision of the printing service will be stopped
once even 1n the case where there 1s eventually no change 1n
the head configuration even though there 1s an unloaded
state 1n the middle. Accordingly, 1n the case of the process-
ing ol the second embodiment, 1t 1s preferable not to set the
unloaded state to a particular configuration number so as to
reduce the unnecessary stop of the service.

Note that the second embodiment has described the
example 1n which the printer 100 determines whether the
head replacement i1s the head replacement for the ink
replacement or the head replacement that may affect the
printing condition, by checking whether or not the configu-
ration number 1s changed. However, the present invention 1s
not limited only to this example. In the case where the
combinations of the type I1Ds of the heads loaded on the right
and leit and the printability information corresponding to the
combinations are stored 1n different list formats, for
example, then 1t 1s possible to conduct the similar determi-
nation without using the configuration numbers.

Third Embodiment

The first and second embodiments have described the
example of the printer having the configuration in which
there 1s a region that cannot be printed with one of the print
heads 1n the case of printing a sheet 1n a predetermined size.
In this embodiment, a description will be given of an aspect
of using a type of a printer loading one black print head and
one color print head, each of which is capable of printing the
same printing region in the case of printing a sheet 1n a
predetermined size.

FIG. 10 1s a diagram schematically showing an inkjet
printer of this embodiment. In FIG. 10, configurations other
than a fifth print head 1001L and a sixth print head 1001R
to be loaded on a carriage 1003 are the same as those 1n FIG.
1 and explanations thereof will be omitted. The fifth print
head 1001L includes multiple nozzles for e¢jecting inks.
These multiple nozzles form nozzle arrays that correspond
to the ks of multiple colors. Specifically, the fifth print
head 1001L loads a cyan nozzle array 1002LC, a magenta
nozzle array 1002LM, and a yellow nozzle array 1002LY.

The sixth print head 1001R includes a black nozzle array
1002RK for ¢jecting the ink. In short, the fifth print head
1001L 1s a color print head and the sixth print head 1001R

1s a black print head.
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The printer 100 1s capable of performing the monochrome
printing and the color printing 1n the case where the printer

100 loads both the fifth print head 1001L capable of per-

forming the color printing and the sixth print head 1001R
capable of performing the black printing, and 1n the case
where the printer 100 loads only the fifth print head 1001L.

In the meantime, the printer 100 1s capable of performing the
monochrome printing 1n the case where the printer 100 loads
only the sixth print head 1001R capable of performing the
black printing.

FIG. 11 1s a diagram to explain printable regions 1n the
case of using the fifth print head 1001L and the sixth print

head 1001R. Explanations of constituents in FIG. 11 that
have been described 1n conjunction with FIG. 10 will be
omitted herein. In FIG. 11, positions X'1, X'2, X'3, and X'4
represent positions in the X direction on the sheet surface of
the printing sheet 106, namely, represent the following
positions:

X'1=a leit end of a region printable by the fifth print head
1001L;

X'2=a left end of a region printable by the sixth print head
1001R;

X'3=a night end of the region printable by the fifth print
head 1001L.; and

X'4=a right end of the region printable by the sixth print
head 1001R.

Meanwhile, regions P'1 to P'6 1n FIG. 11 represent regions
in the X direction on the sheet surface of the printing sheet
106, namely, represent the following regions:

P'1=the region printable by the fifth print head 1001L;

P'2=the region printable by the sixth print head 1001R;

P'3=a region printable only by the fifth print head 1001L;

P'4=a region printable by both the fifth print head 1001L
and the sixth print head 1001R;

P'S=a region printable only by the sixth print head 1001R;
and

P'6=a region printable by at least one of the print heads.

In this embodiment, a width of the region P'4 1s set to 210
mm”. Accordingly, 1t 1s possible to print a printing region
equivalent to the A4 width even by using the right and left
print heads or by using one of the heads only.

Table 3 summarizes combinations of the left head and the
right head to be loaded on the printer 100 of FIG. 10, and
printing modes and printable sizes available for printing in
these combinations.

TABLE 3

Head Configuration List of Third Embodiment

Color
Right-hand Printing Monochrome
Loaded Head Width Printing Width

Configuration Left-hand
Number Loaded Head

1 color black 210 mm 210 mm
2 none black NA 210 mm
3 color none 210 mm 120 mm

In view of Table 3, the printer 100 in FIG. 10 has the
following characteristics depending on the combinations of
the types of the loaded print heads:

I1 the color print head 1s attached as the left head, then it
1s possible to perform both the color printing and the
monochrome printing (see configuration numbers 1 and
3); and

If the black print head is attached as the right head, then
it 15 possible to perform the monochrome printing (see
configuration numbers 1 and 2).
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Meanwhile, regarding the printing width, 1t 1s possible to
print a width up to 210 mm by using any of the head
configurations. In this embodiment, every head configura-
tion represents an aspect that enables the printing for the
width up to 210 mm. Therefore, the sheet guide 107 does not
have to be fixed to the left side. In other words, this
embodiment may use a sheet guide which 1s located at a
central part of the printer 100 1n such a way as to be capable
of mpping the printing sheet 106, and 1s capable of adjusting
the size in the night-left direction.

FIG. 8 used for the description 1n the first embodiment
will be employed as an actual processing flow. The contents
of the processing are the same as those of the first embodi-
ment and explanations thereof will be omitted. However, the
contents to be transmitted to the external host device 1n step
S805 1n FIG. 8 are different from those 1n this embodiment.
The different features will be described below.

First, 1n this embodiment, the printer 100 1n FIG. 11 in the
initial state 1s assumed to be 1n the state of the configuration
number “1” 1n Table 3. Meanwhile, a list of the printability
information of the third embodiment 1s assumed to be as
shown 1n Table 4.

TABLE 4

Printing Device Names and Printability Information of Third Embodiment

Config- Printability Information

uration
Number Printing Device Name

Printing Printing
Colors Width Ink

1 PRINTER_CMYK__A4 BK & 210 mm 4 COLORS:
COLOR CMYK

2 PRINTER K A4 BK 210 mm 1 COLOR: K

3 PRINTER_CMY__A4 BK & 210 mm 3 COLORS:
COLOR CMY

In this case, the information to be transmitted to the
external host device 300 1n step S80S 1n FIG. 8 1s as follows.
Specifically, the “printing device name” and the “printability
information™ stated in Table 4 will be disclosed and trans-
mitted based on the configuration number:
the printing device name: PRINTER_CMYK_A4;
the printability information:

the printing colors=BK & COLOR;

the printing width=210 mm; and

the 1nk=4 colors: CMYK.

This embodiment assumes the case in which the user
removes the left side print head capable of performing the
color printing, and presses the head replacement completion
button without attaching a new print head. In this case, 11 the
processing 1n step S802 and so forth 1s performed again after
the completion of the head replacement processing in step
S814 1n FIG. 8, the pieces of the mnformation to be obtained
in the respective steps turn out to be as follows:

Step S802

the head type ID of the left head="none”;

Step S803

the head type ID of the right head="black™;

Step S804

the configuration number="2";

Step S803
he printing device name: PRINTER_K_A4;
he printability information
he printing color=BK;
he printing width=210 mm; and
he k=1 color: K.
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As described above, the printing device name 1s updated
as with the processing described in the first embodiment. For

this reason, the host device 300 can reflect the printability
information. As a consequence, 1t 1s possible to reduce the
chance of occurrence of the disagreement between the
printing job 1ssued by the host device 300 and the printabil-
ity condition of the printer 100.

While this embodiment has explained the processing
based on the flow of the first embodiment in FIG. 8, a similar
cllect 1s obtained by using the flow of the second embodi-
ment 1n FIG. 9 instead.

Meanwhile, 1n the description of this embodiment, only
the transition from the state of the configuration number “1”
to the state of the configuration number “2” has been
described. However, the same processing 1s performed in the
case of a transition to a state of a different configuration
number or of a transition from a state of a different con-
figuration number. The transition between such different
configuration numbers changes not only the “printing color”
but also other factors including the “ink™ and so forth.
Accordingly, 1t 1s also possible to transmit such other
changes to the host device 300.

Other Embodiments

The first to third embodiments have described the
example 1n which the carnage 103 can load multiple print
heads. However, the present invention 1s also applicable to
a printer in which the carriage 103 can load a single print
head. Regarding the processing 1n the case of applying the
present invention to the printer in which the carriage 103 can
load the single print head, a transition between the configu-
ration number “2” and the configuration number “3” shown
in Table 3 and Table 4 1n the third embodiment corresponds
to this case. In other words, according to the present inven-
tion, the number of print heads to be loaded at the same time
may be set to any number equal to or more than one as long
as the printer 1s provided with the carriage that can load at
least two types of the print heads.

In the meantime, the first to third embodiments have
described the print heads of two types of color sets as the
print heads to be loaded on the carriage 103, namely, the
“color print head loading the CMY 1nks” and the “mono-
chrome print head loading the Bk ink”. However, the present
invention 1s not limited only to these examples. For instance,
the present invention 1s applicable to aspects of using a
“special color print head loading inks in special colors
including orange, green, violet, and the like”, a “photo-
graphic print head loading 1nks such as light C, light M, light
Bk, and the like”, and so forth. In the meantime, the present
invention 1s also applicable to an aspect of using a “func-
tional printing print head loading any of inks contaiming
silver, a fluorescence, a fragrance, and the like”. In other
words, 1t 1s possible to achieve the eflects similar to the
cllects described 1n the first to third embodiments even in the
case of using print heads with which printability conditions
(such as the number of used ink colors, printing quality, a
printing purpose, and a type of an end product) are changed
depending on the combination of the print heads.

Meanwhile, the first to third embodiments have described
the example of the aspect 1n which the host device 300
includes the printing app 400. However, the present inven-
tion 1s not limited only to this aspect. The host device 300
may apply an aspect configured to output an 1nstruction to a
program for a printing service provided on a cloud, for
example, and to recerve a result therefrom. Meanwhile,
although the present invention has described the aspect 1n
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which the printing app 400 uses the signal network protocol
for the printing service. However, the printing app 400 may
be capable of using multiple network protocols for the
printing service. Here, the network protocol used by the
printing app 400 only needs to be capable of recognizing a
change 1 a device along with a change 1n the head con-
figuration of the printer 100. Moreover, the present invention
1s not limited only to the aspect to be applied to the printing
app 400 that does not obtain the printability information.
The present invention 1s naturally applicable to the host
device 300, which 1s configured to obtain the printability
information as appropriate in response to a change in the
head configuration.

Embodiment(s) of the present invention can also be
realized by a computer of a system or apparatus that reads
out and executes computer executable 1nstructions (e.g., one
or more programs) recorded on a storage medium (which
may also be referred to more fully as a ‘non-transitory
computer-readable storage medium’) to perform the func-
tions of one or more of the above-described embodiment(s)
and/or that includes one or more circuits (e.g., application
specific integrated circuit (ASIC)) for performing the func-
tions of one or more of the above-described embodiment(s),
and by a method performed by the computer of the system
or apparatus by, for example, reading out and executing the
computer executable instructions from the storage medium
to perform the functions of one or more of the above-
described embodiment(s) and/or controlling the one or more
circuits to perform the functions of one or more of the
above-described embodiment(s). The computer may com-
prise one or more processors (e.g., central processing unit
(CPU), micro processing unit (MPU)) and may include a
network of separate computers or separate processors to read
out and execute the computer executable instructions. The
computer executable instructions may be provided to the
computer, for example, from a network or the storage
medium. The storage medium may include, for example, one
or more of a hard disk, a random-access memory (RAM), a
read only memory (ROM), a storage of distributed comput-
ing systems, an optical disk (such as a compact disc (CD),
digital versatile disc (DVD), or Blu-ray Disc (BD)™), a
flash memory device, a memory card, and the like.

According to the present invention, 1t 1s possible to reduce
the chance of occurrence of the disagreement between the
printability condition of the printing apparatus and the
printability condition recognized by the host device.

While the present invention has been described with
reference to exemplary embodiments, 1t 1s to be understood
that the imvention 1s not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims 1s to be
accorded the broadest mterpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Applications No. 2017-071532, filed Mar. 31, 20177, and No

2017-228146, filed Nov. 28, 2017, which are hereby incor-
porated by reference wherein in their entirety.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A printing apparatus comprising:

a print unit including a carriage capable of loading a
plurality of types of print heads, and configured to print
an 1mage by causing the carriage to scan a printing
sheet: and

a service providing unit configured to provide a host
device with an identifier for a user to identily the
printing apparatus and a printing service corresponding
to the 1dentifier,
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wherein 1n a case where the print head loaded on the
carriage corresponds to a first head configuration, the

service providing unit provides the host device with a

first 1dentifier to identify the printing apparatus as a

printing apparatus of a first identification name, and
in a case where the print head loaded on the carriage

corresponds to a second head configuration being dii-

ferent from the first head configuration, the service

providing unit provides the host device with a second

identifier being different from the first identifier to

identily the printing apparatus as a printing apparatus

of a second 1dentification name which 1s different {from
the first identification name.

2. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the service providing unit includes a transmitting unit con-
figured to transmit printability information to the host
device, the printability information being information indi-
cating a printable condition with the printing apparatus.

3. The printing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein
the printability information varies depending on the type of
the print head loaded on the carriage.

4. The printing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein
the printability information varies depending on a position
of the print head loaded on the carriage.

5. The printing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein

the carriage 1s capable of loading a plurality of the print

heads, and

the printability information varies depending on a com-

bination of the print heads loaded on the carriage.

6. The printing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein
the printable condition 1n the first printing service 1s diflerent
from the printable condition 1n the second printing service.

7. The printing apparatus according to claim 2, wherein

at least one of the number of colors used in the printing

apparatus, a printable width, a printable sheet size, a
printing sheet type, and a printable color mode 1s
different between the first printing service and the
second printing service.

8. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the service providing unit stops the printing service that the
service providing unit 1s providing in a case where there 1s
an instruction to replace the print head loaded on the
carriage.

9. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the service providing unit stops the printing service that the
service providing unit 1s providing in a case where there 1s
an 1nstruction to replace the print head loaded on the
carriage, and furthermore, the head configuration of the print
head after the replacement 1s changed from the head con-
figuration of the print head before the replacement.

10. The printing apparatus according to claim 8, wherein
the service providing unit stops the printing service by
terminating communication using a network protocol used
in the printing service.

11. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the service providing unit continues the printing service that
the service providing unit 1s providing 1n a case where there
1s an 1instruction to replace the print head loaded on the
carriage, and furthermore, the head configuration of the print
head after the replacement 1s not changed from the head
configuration of the print head before the replacement.

12. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the service providing unit provides the first printing service
and the second printing service by using the same network
protocol.
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13. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

in a case where the service providing unit recerves a status
inquiry command from the host device, the service
providing unit makes a response based on an identifier
included in the command.

14. The printing apparatus according to claim 13, wherein

in a case where the i1dentifier included in the command 1s

different from an i1dentifier of the printing service that
the service providing unit 1s providing, the service
providing unit takes any of an action to make no
response or an action to make a response mdicating an
CITOY.

15. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
cach identifier 1s used to i1dentify the printing apparatus 1n
the printing service used by the host device.

16. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the first identifier 1s a first device name, and
the second identifier 1s a second device name.

17. The printing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein
at least a front part of the first device name coincides with
a front part of the second device name.

18. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the plurality of types of print heads at least include

a first print head loading only a black ink, and

a second print head loading cyan, magenta, and yellow

inks.

19. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the plurality of types of print heads include at least any one
of:

a print head loading 1nks of special colors including any

of orange, green, and violet;

a print head loading inks of colors including any of light

C, light M, and light Bk; and

a print head loading any of inks containing silver, a

fluorescence, and a fragrance.

20. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the plurality of types of print heads have sizes replaceable
with each other.

21. The printing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
printable regions with the plurality of types of print heads
are diflerent from each other.

22. A method of controlling a printing apparatus com-
prising a print unit including a carriage capable of loading a
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plurality of types of print heads, and configured to print an
image by causing the carriage to scan a printing sheet, the
method comprising:

a step of providing a host device with an 1dentifier for a
user to 1dentily the printing apparatus and a printing
service corresponding to the 1dentifier,

wherein, 1n a case where the print head loaded on the
carriage corresponds to a first head configuration, the
step includes providing the host device with a first
identifier to 1dentify the printing apparatus as a printing,
apparatus of a first identification name, and

in a case where the print head loaded on the carriage
corresponds to a second head configuration being dii-
ferent from the first head configuration, the step
includes providing the host device with a second 1den-
tifier being diflerent from the first identifier to identify
the printing apparatus as a printing apparatus of a
second 1dentification name which 1s different from the
first 1dentification name.

23. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
storing a program which causes a computer to perform a
method of controlling a printing apparatus comprising a
print unit including a carriage capable of loading a plurality
of types of print heads, and configured to print an 1mage by
causing the carriage to scan a printing sheet, the method
comprising;

a step of providing a host device with an i1dentifier for a
user to 1dentily the printing apparatus and a printing
service corresponding to the 1dentifier,

wherein, 1n a case where the print head loaded on the
carriage corresponds to a first head configuration, the
step 1ncludes providing the host device with a first
identifier to 1dentily the printing apparatus as a printing
apparatus of a first identification name, and

in a case where the print head loaded on the carriage
corresponds to a second head configuration being dif-
ferent from the first head configuration, the step
includes providing the host device with a second 1den-
tifier being different from the first identifier to identify
the printing apparatus as a printing apparatus of a
second 1dentification name which 1s different from the
first 1dentification name.
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