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(57) ABSTRACT

A job storage unit stores a print job. An 1image forming unit
forms a toner 1mage on a sheet. A fixing unit fixes the toner
image on the sheet by heating the toner image. A first
authentication unit communicates with a communication
medium 1n a first communication range. A second authen-
tication unit communicates with the communication
medium 1n a second communication range. A control unit
controls the fixing unit to be heated 1 the print job associated
with user mnformation 1s stored 1n the job storage unit when
the first authentication unit acquires the user information,
and controls the fixing unit to be heated 11 the print job
associated with the acquired user information is not stored 1n
the job storage unit when the second authentication unit

acquires the user information.
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IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s a continuation of, and claims priority
to, co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 16/001,030,
filed Jun. 6, 2018, which claims the benefit of priority from

Japanese Patent Application No. 2018-005372, filed Jan. 17,

2018, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by
reference in their entireties.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to an
image forming apparatus for reducing a standby time of a
user when performing a print job.

BACKGROUND

In the related art, an 1mage forming apparatus including
an authentication unit of authenticating an IC card in a
non-contact manner 1s known. The image forming apparatus
performs user authentication at a time at which a user with
the IC card enters a range that can be authenticated, and
when a print job associated with acquired user information
1s stored 1n a storage unit, heating of a fixing umt starts
immediately such that a standby time of a user 1s reduced.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a cross-sectional view of an image forming
apparatus 1n a first embodiment.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are functional block diagrams of the
image forming apparatus in the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram 1illustrating a first communication
range and a second commumnication range in the {first
embodiment.

FIG. 4 1s a flowchart 1llustrating a printing process in the
first embodiment.

FIG. 5 1s a flowchart illustrating a printing process in a
second embodiment.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart illustrating a printing process in a
third embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

However, since the image forming apparatus starts the
heating of the fixing unit at the time of the user authentica-
tion only when the print job 1s stored 1n the storage unit, for
example, when the user performs a function of copying and
faxing, the heating of the fixing unit does not start and an
unnecessary standby time occurs.

An object of some embodiments described herein 1s to
reduce the standby time of a user when performing the
function of the copying and the faxing by performing user
authentication at a time when the user with a communication
medium, such as an IC card, enters a range that can be
authenticated even 1f the print job associated with acquired
user nformation 1s not stored 1n a storage unit.

In order to solve the problem, the 1image forming appa-
ratus of the embodiment includes a job storage unit, an
image forming unit, a fixing unit, a first authentication unat,
a second authentication unit, and a control unit. The job
storage unit stores a print job. The 1image forming unit forms
a toner 1mage on a sheet. The fixing unit fixes the toner
image on the sheet by heating the toner image. The first
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authentication unit communicates with a communication
medium 1n a first communication range. The second authen-
tication unmit communicates with the communication
medium 1n a second communication range. When the first
authentication unit acquires the user information, 1f a print
10b associated with the user information 1s stored 1n the job
storage unit, the control unit controls the fixing unit to be
heated, and when the print job associated with the acquired
user information 1s not stored in the job storage unit, if the
second authentication unit acquires the user information, the
control unit controls the fixing unit to be heated.

Hereinalter, embodiments described herein will be
described with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

In the first embodiment, an 1mage forming apparatus 1
will be described as an example.

For example, the image forming apparatus 1 1s a multi-
function peripheral (MFP) which can form an image on the
sheet by a toner.

FIG. 1 1s a diagram 1llustrating the image forming appa-
ratus 1 according to a first embodiment. The 1image forming
apparatus 1 in the present embodiment includes a control
panel 10, a first authentication unit 12, a second authenti-
cation unit 14, a reading umt 16, a sheet feeding tray 18, an
image forming unit 20, a fixing unit 22, and a sheet output
unit 24.

The control panel 10 includes a display unit 10A and an
operation unit 10B. The display unit 10A 1s a display device
such as a liquid crystal display and an organic electrolumi-
nescence display (EL). The display unit 10A displays vari-
ous types of mmformation relating to the image forming
apparatus 1. The operation unit 10B includes a plurality of
buttons, and receives an operation of users. The operation
umt 10B outputs a signal 1 response to an operation
performed by the user to a control unit 30. The display umit
10A and the operation unit 10B may be configured as an
integrated touch panel.

The first authentication unit 12 and the second authenti-
cation unit 14 communicate with a communication medium
held by the user. For example, the communication medium
may be a mobile terminal such as a mobile phone and an IC
card. In the following description, the communication
medium 1s described as the IC card. The first authentication
unit 12 and the second authentication unit 14 can commu-
nicate with the communication medium, and are IC card
readers that perform user authentication by communicating,
with, for example, the IC card. When the user with the IC
card enters a range 1n which the first authentication unit 12
and/or the second authentication unit can perform authenti-
cation, the user mnformation 1s automatically acquired and a
corresponding imnformation is transmitted to a user determin-
ing unit 40 (which will be described below). In the present
description, 1t 1s described that an authenticable range of the
first authentication unmit 1s wider than the authenticable range
of the second authentication unit 14. The first authentication
umt 12 may communicate with the IC card 1n a non-contact
manner. The second authentication unit 14 may communi-
cate 1n a contact or non-contact manner.

For example, the reading unit 16 1s a scanner for reading
an 1mage of the sheet. The reading unit 16 stores the read
image mformation i a storage unit (not illustrated) that
stores the information as 1image data. The image data stored
in the storage unit maybe transmitted to other image pro-
cessing apparatuses (for example, personal computer)
through a network. In addition, the image data stored 1n the
storage unit may be formed on other sheets by the image
forming umt 20 (which will be described below).
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The sheet feeding tray 18 1s provided 1n a lower portion
of a case, and includes a plurality of sheet feeding cassettes
18A, 18B, and 18C. Each of the sheet feeding cassettes 18 A,
18B, and 18C accommodates the sheet of a predetermined
s1ze and type. Settings of each of the sheet feeding cassettes
18A, 18B, and 18C can be appropriately changed. The sheet
teeding cassettes 18A, 18B, and 18C include the pickup
rollers 18A, 18B, and 18C, respectively. Each of the pickup
rollers 18A, 18B, and 18C receives the sheet one by one
from each of the sheet feeding cassettes 18 A, 18B, and 18C.
Transporting rollers 19A, 19B, and 19C and the pickup
rollers 18A, 18B, and 18C transport the received sheet to a
transportation path.

The mmage forming unit 20 i1s disposed upstream of the
fixing unit 22 (which will be described below) along the
transportation path. The image forming unit 20 includes a
developing unit 20A, a photoconductive drum 20B, an
exposure unit 20C, a transfer belt 20D, and a transter roller
20E. The developing unit 20A 1s a container for holding
toner, and the toner 1s transierred from the developing unit
20A to the photoconductive drum 20B at the time of
development. The exposure unit 20C emits a laser beam and
forms an electrostatic latent 1mage on a surface of the
photoconductive drum 20B. With +respect to the electro-
static latent image, the developing unit 20A performs the
development by adding the toner. The developed toner
image 1s transferred onto the transfer belt 20D (primary
transier). The transfer roller 20E transiers the toner image
formed on the transier belt 20D onto the sheet (secondary
transier).

The fixing unit 22 1s disposed downstream of the image
forming unit 20 along the transportation path. The fixing unit
22 includes a heating roller 22A and a pressing roller 22B.
The heating roller 22A applies heat from a first surface side
of the sheet to the sheet. The pressing roller 22B applies
pressure from a second surface side of the sheet to the sheet.
The fixing umt 22 fixes the toner transierred to the sheet on
the sheet when forming an 1image by the heat and pressure.

The sheet output unit 24 includes a paper discharge port
24A, a paper discharge tray 24B, and a paper discharge
roller 24C. The paper discharge roller 24C discharges the
sheet from the paper discharge port 24A. The paper dis-
charge tray 24B stacks the sheet discharged from the paper

ischarge port 24A.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are functional block diagrams 1llustrat-
ing functions ol the image forming apparatus 1. In the
functional block diagram, FIG. 2A illustrates a hardware
configuration, and FIG. 2B illustrates a soltware configura-
tion. Hereinatter, a description will be given using FIGS. 2A
and 2B.

As described 1n FIG. 2A, the image forming apparatus 1
of the present embodiment includes the control unit 30, a
communication interface 32, the first authentication unit 12,
and the second authentication unit 14.

The control unit 30 includes a processor including a
central processing unit (CPU) or a micro processing unit
(MPU) and a memory, for example. For example, the
memory may be a semiconductor memory, and may include
a read-only memory (ROM) for storing various control
programs and a random access memory (RAM) for provid-
ing a temporal work area to the processor. The RAM may
temporarily store the image acquired by the reading unit 16
(which will be described below). The control umt 30 con-
trols each unit of the 1image forming apparatus 1 based on the
various control programs stored in the ROM.

The communication interface 32 communicates with an
external device such as a PC. With this, the image forming
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apparatus 1 can be connected to the network and acquire
j0bs such as printing and faxing, and the user information.
For example, the communication interface 32 communicates
with the external device on the network through a suitable
wireless or wired connection such as Bluetooth (registered
trademark), imnifrared connection, and optical connection, in
accordance with IEEE 802.15, IEEE 802.11, IEEE 802.3,
IEEE 3304, or the like. The communication interface may
turther include a USB connection unit to which a connection
terminal of USB standard 1s connected, a parallel interface,
or the like.

In the following description, a print job, a FAX job, and
a copy job are collectively referred to as the print job.

The print job received by the communication interface 32
and an operation receiving unit 34 (which will be described
below) are stored 1n a memory.

Next, as described 1n FIG. 2B, the image forming appa-
ratus 1 of the present embodiment includes the operation
receiving unit 34, a user storage unit 36, a job storage unit
38, the user determining unit 40, a {ixing control unit 42, a
reading control unit 44, and a print control unit 46. Apart of
or all of the following functions maybe realized by a
memory or an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC)
may be realized.

The operation recerving unit 34 transmits operation infor-
mation received by the control panel 10 to the control unit
30. For example, the user operates the control panel 10 such
that the control unit 30 receives a command for performing
the print job.

The user storage unit 36 stores the user information for
speciiying the user. For example, the user storage unit 36 1s
configured with the RAM or the like. For example, as the
user information, a personal ID may be employed. It the IC
card has the same ID, the user determining unit 40 (which
will be described below) can perform the user authentication
when the first authentication unit 12 and the second authen-
tication unit 14 authenticate the IC card. In the following
description, the control unit 30 functions as the user storage
unit 36, but embodiments are not limited thereto. The user
information may be stored in a host computer connected
with the 1image forming apparatus 1 through a network.

The job storage unit 38 stores the print job acquired from
the external device by the communication interface 32. The
control unit 30 performs printing according to the print job
stored 1n the job storage unit 38. The job storage unit 38
stores the stored print job at least until the print job 1s
completed.

The user determining unit 40 performs the user authen-
tication based on the authentication information transmitted
from the first authentication unit 12 and the second authen-
tication unit 14. For example, the authentication information
1s the user mformation. An authentication process 1s per-
formed by comparing the authentication information trans-
mitted from the first authentication unit 12 and the second
authentication unit 14 by the user determining unit 40 and
information registered in the user storage unit 36 1n advance.
When the authenticated result 1s determined to be coinci-
dent, the user can operate the 1mage forming apparatus 1.
The user authentication does not necessarily have to be
performed 1n the image forming apparatus 1. For example,
the user information 1s stored in advance on the host
computer connected with the 1mage forming apparatus 1
through the network and the user information transmitted
from the first authentication unit 12 or the second authen-
tication unit 14 1s transmitted to the host computer such that
the authentication process may be performed on the host
computer.
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The fixing control unit 42 controls an operation on the
fixing unit 22. For example, heating of the heating roller 22A
and rotational driving of the pressing roller 22B are con-
trolled. The fixing control unit 42 can control the fixing unit
22 to increase a temperature of the fixing unit 22 to a
temperature to be set in advance.

The reading control unit 44 controls an operation of the
reading unit 16. For example, when the sheet to be a reading
target 1s set on the reading unit 16 and a copy job 1s selected
by the operation unit 10B, the reading control unit 44 reads
an 1mage of the sheet by driving the reading unit 16.

The print control unit 46 controls an operation of the
image forming unit 20. For example, when the copy job 1s
performed by the reading control unit 44 and the image data
of the sheet 1s acquired, the print control unit 46 prints an
image on a new sheet based on the 1image data acquired by
driving the 1mage forming unit 20.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram 1llustrating an example of an authen-
ticable range of the first authentication unit 12 and the
second authentication unit 14. FIG. 3 1s a view of the image
forming apparatus 1 as viewed from above. A range (first
communication range) in which the first authentication unit
12 can communicate and the second authentication unit 14
cannot communicate and a range (second communication
range) 1n which the second authentication unit 14 can
communicate are indicated by dotted lines. The first authen-
tication unit 12 and the second authentication unit 14 may be
realized by one IC card reader.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3, the authenticable range of the first
authentication unit 12 1s set to be wider than that of the
second authentication unit 14. When the user with the IC
card enters the first communication range, the first authen-
tication unit 12 performs the user authentication by perform-
ing communication with the IC card in a non-contact man-
ner. At this time, when the user authentication by the user
determining unit 40 1s determined to be coincident, the
control unit 30 checks whether the print job associated with
the user information 1s stored in the job storage unit 38.
When the print job associated with the user information 1s
stored 1n the job storage unit 38, the fixing control unit 42
controls the heating roller 22A to be heated to a fixing
temperature.

If the print job associated with the user information
acquired by the first authentication unit 12 1s not stored 1n
the job storage unit 38, the fixing control unit 42 controls the
heating roller 22 A not to be heated. Then, when the user with
the IC card enters the second communication range, the
second authentication unit 14 performs the user authentica-
tion by communicating with the IC card. At this time, when
the user authentication by the user determining unit 40 1s
determined as coincident, the fixing control unit 42 controls
the heating roller 22A to be heated until the temperature of
the heating roller 22A becomes the fixing temperature. The
fixing temperature 1s a temperature at which the toner image
developed on the sheet can be fixed on the sheet.

As described above, even when a person other than a user
with the IC card enters the second communication range
alter the user with the IC card enters the first communication
range, unnecessary heating of the fixing unit 22 can be
prevented and power consumption can be suppressed.

FI1G. 4 15 a flowchart indicating an 1image forming process
of the image forming apparatus 1. In the following descrip-
tion, 1t 1s assumed that the 1image forming apparatus 1 does
not recerve the user authentication and stands by 1n a power
saving mode.

The control unit 30 stands by until the first authentication
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the user with the IC card enters the first communication
range, the first authentication unit 12 performs communica-
tion with the IC card 1n a non-contact manner (Act 101,
YES), and the user information 1s acquired (Act 102). For
example, the user determining unit 40 compares the authen-
tication information transmitted from the first authentication
unmit 12 and the user information stored in the user storage
unit 36 1n advance (Act 103), and when the authenticated
result 1s determined as non-coincident, the process proceeds
to Act 107 (Act 103, NO). When the authenticated result by
the user determiming umt 40 1s determined as coincident
(Act 103, YES), the control unit 30 checks whether the print
10b associated with the user information authenticated in the
10b storage unit 38 1s stored in the job storage unit 38 (Act
104). It the print job associated with the authenticated user
information 1s stored in the job storage unit 38 (Act 104,
YES), the fixing control unit 42 controls the fixing unit 22
to be heated to a fixable temperature (Act 105). Then, when
the operation unit 10B receives a print operation from the
user, the print control unit 46 performs the print job (Act
106).

In Act 104, when the print job associated with the
authenticated user information 1s not stored in the job
storage unit 38 (Act 104, NO), the second authentication
unit 14 stands by until the user authentication 1s performed
(Act 107). The second authentication unit 14 stands by until
the user with the IC card enters the second communication
range (Act 108, NO), and performs communication with the
IC card when the user with the IC card enters the second
communication range (Act 108, YES), and the fixing control
unit 42 starts heating of the fixing unit 22 (Act 105). Then,
when the operation unit 10B receives the print operation
from the user, the print control unit 46 performs the print job
(Act 106). When a printing process in Act 106 1s completed,
the control unit 30 completes a series of the printing pro-
Cesses.

As described above, 1in the image forming apparatus 1n the
present embodiment, even when the print job associated
with the user information acquired from the communication
medium such as the IC card by a first authentication unit 1s
not stored in a job storage unit, and even when a second
authentication unit performs functions of the copying and
the faxing so as to start the heating of the fixing unit by
communicating with the IC card, 1t 1s possible to reduce a
standby time of user. In addition, when the print job asso-
ciated with the user mnformation acquired from the commu-
nication medium such as the IC card by the first authenti-
cation umt 1s not stored in the job storage unit, even 1l a
person other than the user with the IC card enters the second
communication range, the unnecessary heating of the fixing
unit can be suppressed and power consumption can be
suppressed.

Second Embodiment

When the second authentication unit 14 1s authenticated,
the 1image forming apparatus 1 of the second embodiment
heats the fixing unit 22 to increase the temperature of the
fixing unit 22 to a temperature (second temperature) lower
than a normal fixing temperature (first temperature).

The image forming apparatus 1 of the second embodiment
includes a temperature sensor (not illustrated) for measuring
the temperature of the fixing unmit 22. Since the other
configurations are the same as those of the image forming
apparatus 1 of the first embodiment, description thereof 1s
omitted.

The temperature sensor 1s a sensor for measuring a
surface temperature of the fixing unit 22. For example, as the
temperature sensor, a thermistor in contact with the outer
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peripheral surface of the heating roller 22A may be men-
tioned. The temperature sensor measures the surface tem-
perature of the center portion 1 a width direction of the
heating roller 22A and temperature information 1s mput to
the fixing control unit 42. The fixing control unit 42 controls
the temperature of the fixing unit 22 based on the tempera-
ture information acquired from the temperature sensor.

For example, when the first authentication umt 12
acquires the user information, if the user storage unit 36
stores the print job associated with the user information, the
fixing control unit 42 controls the fixing unit 22 to be heated
to the first temperature. Meanwhile, when the first authen-
tication unit 12 acquires the user information, 1t the second
authentication unmit 14 acquires the user information 1n a
state where the user storage unit 36 1s not stored 1n the print
10b associated with the user information, the fixing control
unit 42 controls the fixing unit 22 to be heated to the second
temperature.

The first temperature 1s a temperature at which the toner
image formed on the sheet 1s fixed on the sheet. In addition,
the second temperature 1s a temperature which 1s higher than
the temperature of the fixing unit 22 (standby temperature)
at the time of a standby state of the 1mage forming apparatus,
but a temperature at which the toner image formed on the
sheet cannot be fixed on the sheet. The magnitude of the
temperature has a relationship of the first temperature>the
second temperature>the standby temperature.

FIG. 5 1s a flowchart indicating the image forming process
of the image forming apparatus 1. In the following descrip-
tion, 1t 1s assumed that the 1image forming apparatus 1 does
not receive the user authentication and stands by in the
power saving mode.

The control unit 30 stands by until the first authentication
unit 12 communicates with the IC card (Act 201, NO). When
the user with the IC card enters the first communication
range, the first authentication umt 12 performs the commu-
nication with the IC card in a non-contact manner (Act 201,
YES), and acquires the user information (Act 202). For
example, the user determining unit 40 compares the authen-
tication information transmitted from the first authentication
unit 12 and the user information registered in the user
storage unit 36 1n advance. If the authenticated result 1s
determined as coincident (Act 203, YES), the control unit 30
determines that the print job associated with the user infor-
mation authenticated 1n the job storage unit 38 is stored in
the job storage unit 38 (Act 204). I the print job associated
with the authenticated user information 1s stored in the job
storage umt 38 (Act 204, YES), the fixing control unit 42
starts heating so as to increase the temperature of the fixing
unit 22 to the first temperature (Act 205). Then, when the
operation unit 10B receives the print operation from the user
(Act 206), the print control unit 46 performs the print job
(Act 207).

In Act 203, if the authenticated result 1s determined as
non-coincident in the user determining unit 40 (Act 203,
NO), the control unit 30 stands by until the second authen-
tication unit 14 performs the user authentication (Act 208).

In Act 204, 1f the print job associated with the authenti-
cated user information 1s not stored in the user storage unit
36 (Act 205, NO), the control unit 30 stands by until the
second authentication unit 14 performs the user authentica-
tion (Act 208).

In Act 208, the second authentication unit 14 stands by
until the user with the IC card enters the second communi-
cation range (Act 208, NO). When the user with the IC card
enters the second communication range, the second authen-
tication unit 14 performs the communication with the IC
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card (Act 208, YES), the fixing control unit 42 starts the
heating of the fixing unmit 22. At this time, when the tem-
perature of the fixing unit 22 1s a temperature lower than the
second temperature (Act 209, YES), the fixing control unit
42 starts the heating to increase the temperature of the fixing
unit to the second temperature (Act 210). Meanwhile, 11 the
heat due to the print job performed immediately remains in
the fixing unit 22 and the temperature of the fixing unit 22
1s already higher than the second temperature (Act 209,
NO), the fixing control unit 42 proceeds the process to Act
211 without heating the fixing unit 22. With this, when the
user job such as the copying and the faxing 1s performed, 1t
1s possible to suppress the unnecessary power consumption
while reducing the standby time.

Then, when the operation unit 10B receives the print
operation from the user (Act 211, YES), the fixing control
unit 42 controls the fixing unit 22 to increase the temperature
of the fixing unit 22 to the first temperature (Act 212), and
the print control unit 46 performs the print job (Act 207).

In Act 211, 11 there 1s no operation by the user (Act 211,
NQO), the process returns to Act 208 and the control unit 30
stands by. At this time, the fixing control unit 42 may heat
the fixing umt 22 to increase the temperature of the fixing
unit 22 to be maintained at the second temperature, and may
stop the heating of the fixing unit 22 without maintaining the
temperature. When the print job 1s completed by these
processes, the series of the printing processes are completed.

As described above, even when the print job associated
with the user information acquired 1n the first authentication
unit 1s not stored in the user storage unit, 1f the second
authentication unit performs the user authentication, the
fixing control umt controls the fixing unit to be heated to the
second temperature. Therefore, even when the user performs
the print job such as the copying and the faxing, 1t 1s possible
to reduce a time required for heating the fixing unit to the
fixing temperature, and suppress the unnecessary power
consumption.

Third Embodiment

The 1image forming apparatus 1 of the third embodiment
includes a timer for measuring a time. The 1mage forming
apparatus 1 measures a time from a time at which the print
10b 1s completed to a time at which a next job starts, and
determines whether or not the fixing unit 22 1s heated based
on a length of the measured time. Since other configurations
are the same as those of the image forming apparatus 1 of the
first embodiment or the second embodiment, description
thereof will be omutted.

The timer measures a predetermined time. For example,
the predetermined time 1s a time elapsed from 1immediately
aiter the print job 1s performed. In the following description,
it 1s described that the CPU measures the time such that a
function of the timer 1s realized.

The storage unit of the present embodiment stores a time
set 1n advance by a developer or the user. For example, the
time set 1n advance 1s a time from a time at which the print
10b 1s completed to a time until the temperature of the fixing
umt 22 becomes a temperature less than the second tem-
perature.

FIG. 6 1s a flowchart indicating the 1mage forming process
of the 1image forming process. In the following description,
it 1s assumed that the 1mage forming apparatus 1 does not
receive the user authentication and stands by in the power
saving mode.

In the present embodiment, since the user information
acquired by the first authentication unit 12 coincides with
the user information stored in the job storage unit 38 and a
process at the time of storing the print job associated with
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the user information 1n the job storage unit 38 are the same
as the second embodiment, the process 1s omitted. There-
fore, a process at the time ol not storing the print job
associated with the user information authenticated by the
first authentication unit 12 1n the job storage unit 38 will be

described.

The control unit 30 stands by until the second authenti-
cation unit 14 communicates with the IC card (Act 301,
NO). When the user with the IC card enters the second

communication range, the second authentication unit 14
communicates with the IC card (Act 301, YES). At this time,
iI the time measured by the timer 1s less than a predeter-
mined time (Act 302, YES), the fixing control unit 42
proceeds the process to Act 303 without heating the fixing
unit 22. In Act 302, 11 the time measured by the timer 1s equal
to or greater than the predetermined time (Act 302, NO), the
fixing control unit 42 starts the heating to increase the

temperature of the fixing unit 22 to the second temperature
(Act 306).

Then, when the operation unit 10B receives the print
operation from the user (Act 303, YES), the fixing control
unit 42 starts the heating to increase the temperature of the
fixing umt 22 to the first temperature (Act 304). When the
temperature of the fixing unit 22 reaches the first tempera-
ture, the print control unit 46 performs the print job (Act
305).

In Act 303, if there 1s no operation from the user (Act 303,
NO), the control unit 30 returns the process to Act 301 and
stands by. At this time, the fixing control unit 42 may heat
the fixing unit 22 so as to maintain the temperature of the
fixing umt 22 to the second temperature, and may stop
heating of the fixing unit 22 without maintaining at the
second temperature. When the print job 1s completed by
performing these processes, the series of the printing pro-
cesses are completed.

In the heating of the fixing umt 22 1n Act 307, similar to
the second embodiment, heating 1s performed to the second
temperature, but embodiments are not limited thereto. For
example, similar to the first embodiment, the temperature of
the fixing unit 22 may be increased to the normal fixing
temperature. With this, 1t 1s further possible to reduce the
standby time of the user.

As described above, even when the print job associated
with the user information acquired 1n the first authentication
unit 1s not stored 1n the user storage umit, if a predetermined
time 1s passed from the print job being immediately per-
formed, the heating of the fixing unit starts 1n a case where
the second authentication unit performs the user authenti-
cation, and 11 the predetermined time 1s not passed from the
print job being immediately performed, since the tempera-
ture of the fixing unit 1s close to the fixing temperature, even
if the second authentication unit performs the user authen-
tication, the heating of the fixing unit 1s not performed such
that 1t 1s possible to reduce the standby time of user while
reducing excessive heating.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the mventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied 1n a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claiams and their equivalents are intended to cover such
forms or modifications as would fall within the scope and
spirit of the inventions.
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What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An image forming apparatus comprising:

a 10b storage memory configured to store a print job;

an 1mage forming umt configured to form a toner 1mage
on a sheet based on the print job stored in the job
storage memory,

a fixing unit configured to fix the toner image formed by
the 1mage forming unit to the sheet by heating the toner
1mage;

a first authentication unit configured to acquire user
information by communicating with a communication
medium within a first communication range;

a second authentication unit configured to acquire user
information by communicating with the communica-
tion medium within a second communication range
smaller than the first communication range; and

a controller configured to, when the first authentication
unit acquires the user mformation, control the fixing
unit to be heated to a first temperature, and configured
to control the fixing unit to be heated when the second
authentication umt acquires the user information to a
second temperature lower than the first temperature.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising:

a user determining unit configured to authenticate the
communication medium based on authentication infor-
mation transmitted from the first authentication unit or
the second authentication unit.

3. The apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the user
determining unit 1s configured to authenticate the commu-
nication medium based on comparing the authentication
information transmitted from the first authentication unit or
the second authentication unit with information registered in
a user storage memory ol the apparatus.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the communication medium includes a mobile
terminal.

5. The apparatus according to claim 4,

wherein the mobile terminal includes one of a mobile
phone or an IC card.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the communication medium includes an IC card,
and the first authentication unit and the second authen-
tication unit each comprise an IC card reader.

7. The apparatus according to claim 6,

wherein the first authentication unit and the second
authentication unit comprise a same IC card reader.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein the first authentication unit 1s configured to
communicate with the communication medium 1n a
non-contact manner, and the second authentication unit
1s configured to communicate with the communication

medium 1n a non-contact manner or 1n a contact man-
ner.

9. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the second
temperature 1s greater than a standby temperature of the
fixing unit at a standby state of the apparatus.

10. The apparatus according to claim 1, further compris-
ng:

a timer configured to measure a time,

wherein the controller 1s configured to control the fixing

unit to not be heated when a time measured by the timer
has not passed a predetermined time when the second
authentication unit acquires the user information, when
the print job associated with the user information 1s not
stored 1n the job storage memory at the time of acquir-
ing the user information by the first authentication unait.
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11. The apparatus according to claim 1, further compris-
ng:

a temperature sensor configured to measure a tempera-

ture,

wherein the controller 1s configured to not heat the fixing
unmit when a temperature of the fixing unit measured by
the temperature sensor 1s equal to or higher than the
second temperature when the second authentication
umt acquires the user information when the print job
associated with the user information is not stored 1n the
j0b storage memory at the time of acquiring the user
information by the first authentication unat.

12. A method of operating an 1mage forming apparatus
including a job storage memory configured to store a print
10b, an 1image forming unit configured to form a toner 1image
on a sheet based on the print job stored i1n the job storage
memory, and a fixing unit configured to fix the toner image
formed by the image forming unit to the sheet by heating the
toner 1mage, the method comprising:

a first authentication including acquiring user information
by communicating with a communication medium
within a {first communication range;

a second authentication including acquiring user informa-
tion by commumcating with the communication
medium within a second communication range smaller
than the first communication range; and

when the first authentication acquires the user informa-
tion, controlling the fixing unit to be heated to a first
temperature, and controlling the fixing unit to be heated
to a second temperature lower than the first temperature
when the second authentication acquires the user infor-
mation.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the first or
second authentication includes authenticating the commu-
nication medium based on authentication information trans-
mitted from the first authentication or the second authenti-
cation.
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14. The method according to claim 13, wherein the first or
second authentication includes authenticating the commu-
nication medium based on comparing the authentication
information transmitted from the first authentication unit or
the second authentication unit with information registered in
a user storage memory ol the apparatus.

15. The method according to claim 12,

wherein the communication medium includes an IC card,

and the first authentication and the second authentica-
tion each comprise reading the IC card with an IC card
reader.

16. The method according to claim 15,

wherein the first authentication and the second authent-

cation each comprise reading the IC card with a same
IC card reader.

17. The method according to claim 12, further compris-
ng:

measuring a time,

controlling the fixing unit to not be heated when a

measured time has not passed a predetermined time
when the second authentication acquires the user infor-
mation, when the print job associated with the user
information 1s not stored in the job storage memory at
the time of acquiring the user mformation by the first
authentication.

18. The method according to claim 12, further compris-
ng:

measuring a temperature of the fixing unit, and

not heating the fixing unit when the measured temperature

of the fixing unit 1s equal to or higher than the second
temperature when the second authentication unit
acquires the user information when the print job asso-
ciated with the user information 1s not stored in the job
storage memory at the time of acquiring the user
information by the first authentication.
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