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FOR A TARGET PIXEL IN A BLOCK OF A VIDED FRAME OF A 310
PLURALITY OF VIDED FRAMES, COMPARING A VALUE OF |

THE TARGET PIXEL WiTH NEIGHBORING PIXELS 10
PRODUCE APLURALITY OF COMPARISON RESULTS

320
- DERIVING A PARTIGULAR OFFSET VALUE FOR THE TARGET
| PIXEL BASED ON THE PLURALITY OF COMPARISON RESULTS
33
FILTERING THE TARGET PIXEL USING THE PARTICULAR /’/

OFFSET VALUE

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

GENERATING AN ENCODED BIT-STREAM BASED ON THE

FILTERING
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RECEIVING AN ENCODED BIT-STREAM

REPRESENTING VIDEQ FRAMES

FOR A TARGET PIXEL IN A BLOCK OF AVIDEQ FRAME 490
REPRESENTED BY THE ENCODED BIT-STREAM,
COMPARING A VALUE OF THE TARGET PIXEL WiTH
NEIGHBORING PIXELS TO PRODUCE A PLURALITY OF
COMPARISON RESULTS

DERIVING APARTICULAR OFFSETVALUEFORTHE |/
TARGET PIXEL BASED ON THE PLURALITY OF
COMPARISON RESULTS

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

FRTERING THE TARGET PIXEL USING THE

PARTICULAR OFFSET VALUE
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EFFICIENT LOOP FILTER FOR VIDEO
CODEC

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 15/016,370, entitled “Eflicient Loop Filter for

Video Codec”, filed on Feb. 5, 2016, which application
claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
62/241,877, filed Oct. 15, 2015, the entirety of which

applications are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to video coding.

BACKGROUND

Video encoding and decoding 1s used to transmit and
receive video content over communication networks. There
are continuous eflforts being made 1n this technology to
improve the quality of the video given the bandwidth of the
communication channel over which the video streams are
sent. One operation performed in video coding 1s to correct
for artifacts creating during video compression.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a diagram depicting loop filtering operations
performed at a decoder according to an example embodi-
ment.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram of a video encoder and a video
decoder configured to participate in the loop filtering opera-
tions, according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram of a video encoder configured
to use the loop filter presented herein, according to an
example embodiment.

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of a video decoder configured
to use the loop filter presented herein, according to an
example embodiment.

FIG. 5 1s a flow chart depicting operations performed at
a video encoder, according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 6 1s a flow chart depicting operations performed at
a video decoder, according to an example embodiment.

FI1G. 7 1s a block diagram of a computing system 1n which
the video encoding and/or video decoding operations may be
performed, according to an example embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF

EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

Overview

Presented herein are techniques for filtering pixels during
video coding and decoding operations. Similar operations
are performed at a video encoder and a video decoder. For
a target pixel in a block of a video frame represented by the
encoded bit-stream, a value of the target pixel 1s compared
with neighboring plxe s to produce a plurality of comparison
results. A particular oflset value for the target pixel 1s dertved
based on the plurality of comparison results. The target pixel
1s filtered using the particular oflset value. This process 1s
performed for some or all of the pixels of blocks of a video
frame.
Detailed Description

Reference is first to made to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 illustrates a
pixel X and 1ts eight adjacent (neighboring) pixels A, B, C,
D, E, F, G, and H ordered 1n the pattern as shown. In one
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2

embodiment, an index for an entry in a lookup table 10 1s
constructed by comparing the target pixel X with each of 1ts
neighbors and organizing the results into a number, e.g., an
8-bit binary number, such that there are 2° (256) possible
index values 1nto the table 10. The table 10 1s essentially a
set of offset values. In other embodiments, instead of the use
of the lookup table 10, computations are made according to
equations based on comparison results between the target
pixel and predetermined neighboring pixels that effectively
operate equivalently to the lookup table 10, as described
below.

For instance, the comparison of target pixel X with each
of 1ts neighbor pixels may be made according to Equation
(1):

Equation (1) I=(A>X)*2°+(B>X)*2'+(C>X)*2°+(D>X)
*2° H(E>X)* 2%+ (F>X)*2° +(G>X)*2°+(H>X)*2’, where X
1s the value of the target pixel, “(A>X)" equals “1” if the
value of pixel A 1s greater than the value X of the target pixel
and “0” otherwise, and the neighboring pixels A, B, C, D, E,

F, G and H are upper diagonal right, above, upper dlagonal
lett, left, right, lower diagonal left, below, and lower diago-
nal right, respectively, to the target pixel as shown 1n FIG.
1.

Each entry in the lookup table 10 contains an oflset by
which the pixel X 1s to be increased. In the example of
Equation (1), the oflset values are positive numbers by
which the value X for the target pixel may be increased. IT
this offset 1s 1, it has the eflect of making X more like its
neighbors, thus 1t eflectively 1s a low pass filter, but the oflset
can also be a number greater than 1, 1n which case X may
need to be clipped into its valid range.

The same table 10 can be used when forming an imndex

using the less-than operator instead, according to Equation
(2):
Equation (2) I=(A<X)*2°+(B<X)*2'+(C<X)*2*+(D<X)
%23 H(BE<X)* 2%+ (F<X)*2° +(G<X)*2°+(H<X)*2’, where X
1s the value of the target pixel, “(A<X)” equals “1” if the
value of pixel A 1s less than the value of X of the target pixel
and “0” otherwise, and the neighboring pixels A, B, C, D, E,
F, G and H are upper diagonal right, above, upper dlagonal
lett, left, right, lower diagonal left, below, and lower diago-
nal right, respectively, to the target pixel as shown 1n FIG.
1. In this case the entries in the table are regarded as negative
oflsets. That 1s, the offset 1s a value by which the value X of
the target plxel 1s to be decreased.

Turning now to FIG. 2, which shows a video encoder 20
and a video decoder 30. The video encoder 20 and the video
decoder 30 communicate with each other over a communi-
cation channel 40. Both the video encoder 20 and video
decoder 30 perform the pixel filtering operations described
herein. The table may be shared by the encoder 20 and the
decoder 30.

One way of constructing the lookup table of oflset values
1s to try different values for a single entry, set the others to
0 and find the value that gives the best improvement, if any,
based on a metric, such as a squared error metric for a set of
typical video content. This process 1s repeated for every
entry 1n the table. For example, a table 1s constructed with
only one offset value at a time, by selecting an oflset value
for index O (and setting the oflset values for all other indices
in the table to zero), determining the improvement, then
selecting an oflset value for index 1 (and setting the oflset
values for all other indices 1n the table to zero), and so on.
If the table has 256 entries, the oflset values from —n to +n
(excluding a zero offset value) are attempted and the table




US 10,477,248 B2

3

would be constructed i 256*2%*n passes. The final table of
oflset values consists of the offset values that gave the best
results individually.

If a neighbor pixel 1s outside the 1image frame, 1t may be
grven the same value as for pixel X. This rule can optionally
be applied to block boundaries to allow blocks to be filtered
independently in parallel.

The eflectiveness of the filter depends on the content of
the video frame and how different parts of the frame were
predicted. In some cases the filter will have an adverse
cllect. To counter this, the encoder 20 may be configured to
test the eflectiveness of filtering using the ofiset values and
signal to the decoder 30 as to whether to apply the table of
oflset values at the frame level or at the block level or at both
the frame and block levels. This signal, at frame level, block

level or both, can also indicate which table to use 1n a set of
a plurality of different tables shown at 10(1)-10(IN) shared by
the encoder 20 and decoder 30. A set of tables could be
condensed 1nto one table made up of only 0’s and 1°s and the
signal could be a scale factor to be applied to the entries of
one table, which would eliminate the need for storing
multiple tables at the decoder 30.

To reduce the signaling cost, at the block level the encoder
20 can disable the use of the filter lookup table implicitly for
certain block types for which the filter 1s expected to have
little or sometimes adverse eflects, such as for blocks
without residual information or for bi-predictive blocks
(since the bi-predictive averaging have low pass properties).
In that case, a signal only has to be transmitted to trigger use
of the filter table for certain blocks.

Some simplifications can be made by which the particular

oflset value 1s derived for a given target pixel to simple
equations that are based on a sum ol comparison results
between a value of the target pixel with a value for each of
predetermined neighboring pixels, wherein the comparison
result 1s based on any one of: greater than, less than, equal
to, greater than or equal to, less than or equal to, wherein
cach comparison result 1s assigned a “1” or a “0” {for
purposes of computing the sum. In one example, filtering
may be performed according to as the equation:
Equation (3) X'=X+((B>X)+(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)>2)-
((B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X)>2), where X 1s the value of
the target pixel, and B, D, E and G are values for neighbor-
ing pixels above, to the left, to the night, and below,
respectively, the target pixel as shown in FIG. 1, where
(Y>X) equals “1” 1f the value of pixel Y 1s greater than X
and “0” otherwise, and (Y<X) equals “1” 11 the value of
pixel Y 1s less than X and “0” otherwise, and ((B>X)+
(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)>2) equals “1” 1f the ((B>X)+(D>X)+
(E>X)+(G>X) 15 greater than 2 and “0” otherwise, and
((B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X)>2) equals “1” 1f ((B<X)+
(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X) 15 less than 2 and “0” otherwise, and
X'1s a filtered value of the target pixel. This covers all tables
having “1” for the entries at indices 26, 74, 82, 88, 90.

That 1s, Equation (3) combines possible oflset increases
obtainable from Equation (1) and possible ofiset decreases
obtainable from Equation (2) 1into a single equation since 1t
can give both a negative or a positive result. In Equations (1)
and (2), a breakdown can be made: (B>X) and (B<X) can
add 2'=2 to the index (D>X) and (D<X) can add 2°=8 to the
index (E>X) and (E<X) can add 2*=16 to the index (G>X)
and (G<X) can add 2°=64 to the index. That gives 16
combinations for the index, but since at least three 1s needed
to make the (*“>2”") part to be true, only 5 combinations
remain. If the 4 bit binary numbers from 0 to 15 and only
those with at least three 1°s are kept, 5 numbers are obtained:
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0111
1011
1101
1110
1111

Replacing each bit with 2, 8, 16 and 64 respectively gives:

0*2141#22 41 %2441 %2°=8+16+64=88
1#2 0% 224 1 %204 1% 2°=2416+64=82
1#2 4 1%2°40% 244 1%¥2°=248+64=74
1%2141%2341%244.0%2°=248+16=26

12141 %23 41 %2941 % 20=248+1 6+64=90

Equation 1 and 2 can be combined 1nto a positive part and
a negative part ol Equation 3 because (B>X) 1s mutually
exclusive with (B<X), and so on. This means that i the
positive part 1s true (evaluating mto 1), the negative part 1s
false (evaluating into 0), and vice versa (but both the
positive and negative part can be false, giving 0-no modi-
fication to the target pixel).

Equation 3 can be expressed by way of one or more
lookup tables, as described above. However, Equation 3 1s a
particularly eflicient special case of the more general con-
cepts described herein.

Furthermore, when using lookup tables or equivalent
equations, the compare operation may be generalized. That
1s, while the foregoing describes comparisons such as (A>X)
and (A<X), other types of comparisons may be made such
as (A=X), (A>=X), (A<=X) (A>X+1), (A>X+2), etc., and as
well as comparisons between neighboring pixels such as
(A<B), (A<C), efc., in determining the oflset value or the
index into a table of offset values. This could yield many
combinations. Thus, a table lookup index may be derived by
a combination of any comparison between any pixels, and an
oflset value may be computed by equivalent equations.

The computational complexity can be reduced and the
parallelism can be increased, at a slight loss of compression
cllectiveness, 1f implicit signaling, the aforementioned block
parallelism and the computation of Equation (3) are used. In
that case, 1t 1s merely necessary for a binary signal (on/ofl)
at the frame level and for each block for which the offset
values are to be used.

Referring first to FIG. 3 a block diagram of a video
encoder 1s shown at reference numeral 100. The video
encoder 100 1s configured to perform the filter techniques
presented herein. The video encoder 100 includes a subtrac-
tor 105, a transtform unit 110, a quantizer unit 120, an
entropy coding unit 130, an inverse transform unit 140, an
adder 150, one or more loop filters 160, a reconstructed
frame memory 170, a motion estimation unit 180, an inter-
frame prediction unit 190, an intra-frame prediction unit 195
and a switch 197. The one or more loop filters 160 remove
blocking and transform coding artifacts to improve visual
quality and better support prediction processing.

A current frame (1nput video) as well as a prediction frame
are mput to a subtractor 105. The subtractor 105 1s provided
with input from either the iter-frame prediction unit 190 or
intra-frame prediction umt 195, the selection of which 1s
controlled by switch 197. Intra-prediction processing 1is
selected for finding similarities within the current image
frame, and 1s thus referred to as “intra” prediction. Motion
compensation has a temporal component and thus involves
analysis between successive frames that 1s referred to as
“inter” prediction. The motion estimation unit 180 supplies
a motion estimation output as input to the inter-frame
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prediction unit 190. The motion estimation unit 180 receives
as 1nput the mput video and an output of the reconstructed
frame memory 170.

The subtractor 105 subtracts the output of the switch 197
from the pixels of the current frame, prior to being subjected
to a two dimensional transform process by the transform unit
110 to produce transform coeflicients. The transform coei-
ficients are then subjected to quantization by quantizer unit
120 and then supplied to entropy coding unit 130. Entropy
coding unit 130 applies entropy encoding in order to remove
redundancies without losing information, and 1s referred to
as a lossless encoding process. Subsequently, the encoded
data 1s arranged in network packets via a packetizer (not
shown), prior to be transmitted 1n an output bit stream.

The output of the quantizer unit 120 1s also applied to the
inverse transform unit 140 and used for assisting 1n predic-
tion processing. The adder 150 adds the output of the inverse
transform unit 140 and an output of the switch 197 (either
the output of the inter-frame prediction unit 190 or the
intra-frame prediction unit 195). The output of the adder 150
1s supplied to the input of the intra-frame prediction unit 193
and to one or more loop filters 160 which suppress some of
the sharpness 1in the edges to improve clarity and better
support prediction processing. One of the loop filters 160 1s
configured as described above 1n connection with FIG. 1. It
can be applied before, after or in between any other loop
filters. The lookup table referred to above 1s generated and
maintained by the loop filters 160. The output of the loop
filters 160 1s applied to a reconstructed frame memory 170
that holds the processed 1mage pixel data in memory for use
1in subsequent motion processing by motion estimation block
180.

Turning to FIG. 4, a block diagram of a video decoder 1s
shown at reference numeral 200. The video decoder 200
includes an entropy decoding unit 210, an 1nverse transform
unit 220, an adder 230, an intra-frame prediction unit 240,
an inter-frame prediction unit 250, a switch 260, one or more
loop filters 270 and a reconstructed frame memory 280. One
of the loop filters 270 1s configured as described above 1n
connection with FIG. 1. The order of the filters must agree
with the order used in the encoder. The lookup table retferred
to above 1s generated and maintained by the loop filters 270.
The entropy decoding unit 210 performs entropy decoding
on the received nput bitstream to produce quantized trans-
form coethicients which are applied to the inverse transform
unit 220. The inverse transform unit 220 applies two-
dimensional inverse transformation on the quantized trans-
form coellicients to output a quantized version of the dii-
terence samples. The output of the mverse transform unit
220 1s applied to the adder 230. The adder 230 adds to the
output of the mnverse transform unit 220 an output of either
the intra-frame prediction unit 240 or inter-frame prediction
unit 250. The loop filters 270 operate similar to that of the
loop filters 160 1n the video encoder 100 of FIG. 2. An output
video 1mage 1s taken at the output of the loop filters 270.

The video encoder 100 of FIG. 3 and the video decoder
of FIG. 4 may be implemented by digital logic gates 1n an
integrated circuit (e.g., by an application specific integrated
circuit) or by two or more separate logic devices. Alterna-
tively, the video encoder 100 and video decoder 200 may be
implemented by soiftware executed by one or more proces-
sors, as described further 1n connection with FIG. 4, below.

Each of the functional blocks mm FIGS. 3 and 4 are
executed for each coding block, prediction block, or trans-
form block. Block 160 1n FIG. 3 and block 270 1n FIG. 4 are
the components that are mnvolved 1n the loop filtering
embodiments presented herein.
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Reference 1s now made to FIG. 5. Reference 1s made to
FIGS. 1 and 2 for purposes of the description of FIG. 5. FIG.
5 illustrates a flow chart for a method 300 performed at an
encoder, such as an encoder shown 1n FIG. 3. At 310, for a
target pixel 1n a block of a video frame, a comparison 1s
made of a value of the target pixel with neighbor pixels to
produce a plurality of comparison results. At 320, the
encoder derives a particular ofiset value for the target pixel
based on the plurality of comparison results. At 330, the
encoder filters the target pixel using the particular offset
value. At 340, an encoded bit-stream 1s generated using an
output of the filtering step 330. It should be understood that
the operations 310-330 are performed for each of a plurality
of target pixel 1n a block of a video frame. All pixels in the
block of the video frame may be filtered 1n this manner, or
a subset of all pixels 1n the block may be filtered 1n this
mannet.

As explained above, deriving the particular oflset value
for the target pixel may involve generating an index into
stored data of oflset values based on the plurality of com-
parison results, and retrieving the particular offset value
from the stored data using the index. Moreover, generating
the index may involve generating a multi-bit binary number,
cach bit of the binary number corresponding to a comparison
result between the target pixel and a corresponding one of its
neighboring pixels. Alternatively, derniving the particular
offset value may involve computing the particular oifset
value for the target pixel based on a sum of comparison
results between a value of the target pixel with a value for
cach of predetermined neighboring pixels, wherein the com-
parison result 1s based on any one of: greater than, less than,
equal to, greater than or equal to, less than or equal to,
wherein each comparison result 1s assigned a “1”” or a “0” for
purposes ol computing the sum.

As described above 1n connection with FIGS. 1 and 2, the
encoder may send to the decoder a signal that indicates to the
decoder which particular set of a plurality of sets of offset
values the decoder 1s to use. In another embodiment, the
signal sent from the encoder to the decoder indicates to the
decoder a scale factor to be applied to offset values for use
in filtering pixels.

Furthermore, the encoder may test an eflfectiveness of the
oflset values, and the signal sent from the encoder to the
decoder 1s based on the eflectiveness of the oflset values.
The signal sent from the encoder to the decoder may be
configured to disable the use of the filtering based on the
stored data for certain block types, again, according to the
ellectiveness of the oflset values determined at the encoder.
Moreover, the encoder may send the signal to the encoder
only when 1t 1s needed to trigger use at the decoder of the
stored data for certain blocks of a video frame.

Further still, in one example embodiment described
above, the decoder stores data for a single set of oflset values
consisting of only 0’s and 1’s, and the signal sent from the
encoder 1ndicates to the decoder whether or not to perform
filtering at the frame level, and the signal further indicates a
scale factor to be applied to the set of offset values prior to
filtering by the decoder.

Turning now to FIG. 6, a flow chart 1s described for a
method 400 performed at a decoder, such as a decoder
shown 1n FIG. 4. At 410, the decoder receives from an
encoder an encoded bit-stream representing video frames. At
420, for a target pixel in a block of a video frame represented
by the encoded bit-stream, the decoder compares a value of
the target pixel with neighboring pixels to produce a plu-
rality of comparison results. At 430, the decoder generates
an 1ndex 1nto stored data of offset values to be applied to the
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target pixel based on the plurality of comparison results. At
440, the decoder filters the target pixel using the particular
oflset value. It should be understood that this process is
performed, as needed, for some or all pixels in blocks of
video frames.

As described above in connection with FIGS. 1 and 2,
deriving the oflset value for the target pixel comprises
generating an index 1nto stored data of offset values based on
the plura 1ty of comparison results, and retrieving the par-
ticular oflset value from the stored data using the index. The
index may be a multi-bit binary number, each bit of the
multi-bit binary number corresponding to a comparison
result between the target pixel and a corresponding one of its
neighboring pixels. There are several ways to generate the
index. One way 1nvolves comparing the value for the target
pixel with neighboring pixels to generate an 8-bit binary
number according to the equation: Index=(A>X)*2°+(B>X)
*2H(C>X)* 22 +H(D>X)*2° +(E>X)* 2 +(F>X) *2° +(G>X)
*2°4+(H>X)*2’, where X is value of the target pixel, A, B, C,
D, E, F, G and H are values for adjacent neighboring pixels
at upper diagonal right, above, upper diagonal left, left,
right, lower diagonal left, below, and lower diagonal right,
respectively, to the target pixel, and “(Y>X)” equals “1” 1
the value of pixel Y 1s greater than the value X of the target
pixel and “0”” otherwise, where Y 1s the value of pixels A, B,
C, D, E, F, G and H. In this case, the offset values are
positive numbers by which the value X of the target pixel
may be increased.

Another way mvolves comparing the value for the pixel
with each of i1ts neighboring pixels to generate an 8-bit
binary number according to the equation: Index=(A<X)*2"+
(B<X)*2'+(C<X)*2*+(D<X)*2° +(BE<X)*2* +(F<X)*2° +
(G<X)*2°+(H<X)*2’, wherein X is the value of the target
pixel and A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H are values ifor
neighboring pixels at upper diagonal right, above, upper
diagonal left, left, nght, lower diagonal left, below, and
lower diagonal right, respectively to the target pixel, and
“(Y<X)” equals “1” 1f the value of pixel A 1s less than the
value X of pixel of the target pixel and “0” otherwise, where
Y 1s the value of pixels A, B, C, D, E, F, G and H. In this
case, the oflset values are negative oilset values by which the
value X of the target pixel may be decreased.

In still another embodiment, deriving the particular ofset
value involves computing the particular oflset value for the
target pixel based on a sum of comparison results between
a value of the target pixel with a value for each of prede-
termined neighboring pixels, wherein the comparison result
1s based on any one of: greater than, less than, equal to,
greater than or equal to, less than or equal to, wherein each
comparison result 1s assigned a “1” or a “0” for purposes of
computing the sum. For example, the filtering step 440 may
involve performing a computation using the equation:
X'=X+((B>X)+(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)>2)-((B<X)+(D<X)+
(E<X)+(G<X)>2), where X 1s the value of the target pixel
and B, D, E, and G are values for the neighboring pixels
above, to the lett, to the right and below, respectively, to the
target pixel, wherein (Y>X) equals “1” 11 the value of pixel
Y 1s greater than X and “0” otherwise, and (Y<X) equals “1”
if the value of pixel Y 1s less than X and “0” otherwise,
where Y 1s the value of pixels B, D, E and G, and ((B>X)+
(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)>2) equals “1” i (B>X)+(D>X)+
(E>X)+(G>X)) 1s greater than 2 and “0” otherwise, and
((B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X)>2) equals “1” 1f ((B<X)+
(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X)) 15 less than 2 and “0” otherwise, and
X 1s a filtered value of the target pixel. In this case, the stored
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data comprises a single set of oflset values consisting of only
0’s and 1’s. This covers all tables having “1” for the entries
at indices 26, 74, 82, 88, 90.

The operations at the decoder may be dependent on
signaling from the encoder. In one form, the decoder
receives from the encoder a signal that indicates to the
decoder whether to apply the oflset values at a frame level
or at a block level, or at both the frame level and the block
level. In another form, the decoder stores data for a plurality
of sets of offset values, and the decoder receives from the
encoder a signal that indicates which particular set of the
plurality of sets of offset values to use. In still another form,
the decoder stores data for a single set of offset values
consisting of only 0’s and 1’s, and the decoder receives from
the encoder a signal indicating a scale factor to be applied to
the single set of offset values prior to the decoding filtering
pixels.

In still another form, the encoder tests an effectiveness of
the oflset values, and wherein the signal sent from the
encoder to the decoder 1s based on the eflectiveness of the
oflset values, and at least the filtering step 440 1s based on
the signal recerved from the encoder. For example, the signal
sent from the encoder to the decoder 1s configured to disable
the use of the filtering based on the stored data for certain
types of blocks of video frames. The encoder may send this
signal only when to trigger use at the decoder of the stored
data of oflset values for certain blocks of video frames.

In one particular embodiment, the decoder performs the
filtering operation 440 according to Equation (3). In this
case, the stored data comprises a single set of oflset values
consisting of only 0’s and 1’s, and the signal sent from the
encoder indicates to the decoder whether or not to perform
the filtering at the frame level. The signal may further
indicate a scale factor to be applied to the set of oflset values
prior to the filtering.

FIG. 7 illustrates a computer system 1201 upon which the
embodiments presented may be implemented. The computer
system 1201 may be programmed to implement a computer
based device, such as a video conferencing endpoint or any
device includes a video encoder or decoder for processing
real time video 1images. The computer system 1201 includes
a bus 1202 or other communication mechanism for com-
municating information, and a processor 1203 coupled with
the bus 1202 for processing the information. While the
figure shows a signal block 1203 for a processor, it should
be understood that the processors 1203 represent a plurality
of processing cores, each of which can perform separate
processing. The computer system 1201 also includes a main
memory 1204, such as a random access memory (RAM) or
other dynamic storage device (e.g., dynamic RAM
(DRAM), static RAM (SRAM), and synchronous DRAM
(SD RAM)), coupled to the bus 1202 for storing information
and 1nstructions to be executed by processor 1203. In
addition, the main memory 1204 may be used for storing
temporary variables or other intermediate information dur-
ing the execution of instructions by the processor 1203.

The computer system 1201 further includes a read only

memory (ROM) 1205 or other static storage device (e.g.,
programmable ROM (PROM), erasable PROM (EPROM),

and electrically erasable PROM (EEPROM)) coupled to the
bus 1202 for storing static information and instructions for
the processor 1203.

The computer system 1201 also includes a disk controller
1206 coupled to the bus 1202 to control one or more storage
devices for storing information and instructions, such as a
magnetic hard disk 1207, and a removable media drive 1208
(e.g., floppy disk drive, read-only compact disc drive, read/
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write compact disc drive, compact disc jukebox, tape drive,
and removable magneto-optical drive). The storage devices
may be added to the computer system 1201 using an
appropriate device interface (e.g., small computer system
interface (SCSI), integrated device electronics (IDE), °
enhanced-IDE (E-IDE), direct memory access (DMA), or
ultra-DMA).

The computer system 1201 may also include special
purpose logic devices (e.g., application specific integrated
circuits (ASICs)) or configurable logic devices (e.g., simple
programmable logic devices (SPLDs), complex program-
mable logic devices (CPLDs), and field programmable gate
arrays (FPGAs)), that, in addition to microprocessors and
digital signal processors may individually, or collectively,
are types of processing circuitry. The processing circuitry
may be located 1n one device or distributed across multiple
devices.

The computer system 1201 may also include a display
controller 1209 coupled to the bus 1202 to control a display 2¢
1210, such as a cathode ray tube (CRT), for displaying
information to a computer user. The computer system 1201
includes input devices, such as a keyboard 1211 and a
pointing device 1212, for interacting with a computer user
and providing information to the processor 1203. The point- 25
ing device 1212, for example, may be a mouse, a trackball,
or a pointing stick for communicating direction information
and command selections to the processor 1203 and {for
controlling cursor movement on the display 1210. In addi-
tion, a printer may provide printed listings of data stored
and/or generated by the computer system 1201.

The computer system 1201 performs a portion or all of the
processing steps of the invention in response to the proces-
sor 1203 executing one or more sequences of one or more
instructions contained in a memory, such as the main
memory 1204. Such instructions may be read into the main
memory 1204 from another computer readable medium,
such as a hard disk 1207 or a removable media drive 1208.
One or more processors 1n a multi-processing arrangement 4
may also be employed to execute the sequences of nstruc-
tions contained in main memory 1204. In alternative
embodiments, hard-wired circuitry may be used 1n place of
or 1n combination with software instructions. Thus, embodi-
ments are not limited to any specific combination of hard- 45
ware circultry and software.

As stated above, the computer system 1201 includes at
least one computer readable medium or memory for holding
instructions programmed according to the embodiments
presented, for containing data structures, tables, records, or 50
other data described herein. Examples of computer readable
media are compact discs, hard disks, ﬂoppy disks, tape,

magneto-optical disks, PROMs (EPROM, EEPROM, flash
EPROM), DRAM, SRAM, SD RAM, or any other magnetic
medium, compact discs (e.g., CD-ROM), or any other 55
optical medium, punch cards, paper tape, or other physical
medium with patterns of holes, or any other medium from
which a computer can read.

Stored on any one or on a combination of non-transitory
computer readable storage media, embodiments presented 60
herein 1include software for controlling the computer system
1201, for driving a device or devices for implementing the
invention, and for enabling the computer system 1201 to
interact with a human user (e.g., print production personnel).
Such software may include, but 1s not limited to, device 65
drivers, operating systems, development tools, and applica-
tions software. Such computer readable storage media fur-
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ther includes a computer program product for performing all
or a portion (if processing 1s distributed) of the processing
presented herein.

The computer code devices may be any interpretable or
executable code mechanism, including but not limited to
scripts, 1nterpretable programs, dynamic link libraries
(DLLs), Java classes, and complete executable programs.
Moreover, parts of the processing may be distributed for
better performance, reliability, and/or cost.

The computer system 1201 also includes a communica-
tion interface 1213 coupled to the bus 1202. The commu-
nication iterface 1213 provides a two-way data communi-
cation coupling to a network link 1214 that 1s connected to,
for example, a local area network (LAN) 1215, or to another
communications network 1216 such as the Internet. For
example, the communication nterface 1213 may be a wired
or wireless network interface card to attach to any packet
switched (wired or wireless) LAN. As another example, the
communication interface 1213 may be an asymmetrical
digital subscriber line (ADSL) card, an integrated services
digital network (ISDN) card or a modem to provide a data
communication connection to a corresponding type of com-
munications line. Wireless links may also be implemented.
In any such implementation, the communication interface
1213 sends and receives electrical, electromagnetic or opti-
cal signals that carry digital data streams representing vari-
ous types ol information.

The network link 1214 typically provides data commu-
nication through one or more networks to other data devices.
For example, the network link 1214 may provide a connec-
tion to another computer through a local are network 1215
(e.g., a LAN) or through equipment operated by a service
provider, which provides commumication services through a
communications network 1216. The local network 1214 and
the commumications network 1216 use, for example, elec-
trical, electromagnetic, or optical signals that carry digital
data streams, and the associated physical layer (e.g., CAT 5
cable, coaxial cable, optical fiber, etc.). The signals through
the various networks and the signals on the network link
1214 and through the communication interface 1213, which
carry the digital data to and from the computer system 1201
maybe implemented 1n baseband signals, or carrier wave
based signals. The baseband signals convey the digital data
as unmodulated electrical pulses that are descriptive of a
stream of digital data bits, where the term “bits” 1s to be
construed broadly to mean symbol, where each symbol
conveys at least one or more information bits. The digital
data may also be used to modulate a carrier wave, such as
with amplitude, phase and/or frequency shiit keyed signals
that are propagated over a conductive media, or transmitted
as electromagnetic waves through a propagation medium.
Thus, the digital data may be sent as unmodulated baseband
data through a “wired” communication channel and/or sent
within a predetermined frequency band, different than base-
band, by modulating a carrier wave. The computer system
1201 can transmit and receive data, including program code,
through the network(s) 1215 and 1216, the network link
1214 and the communication interface 1213. Moreover, the
network link 1214 may provide a connection through a LAN
1215 to a mobile device 1217 such as a personal digital
assistant (PDA) laptop computer, or cellular telephone.

In summary, loop filter methods are provided in which
cach pixel gets adjusted according to a lookup table whose
index 1s constructed from combining binary results of com-
parisons of the pixel and its neighboring pixels. In many
cases the lookup table can be reduced to simple equations.
This filter 1s very well suited for Single Instruction/Multiple
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Data (SIMD) instructions, making it easy to make extremely
cilicient implementations using the most common CPUs
(x86, ARM) or 1n hardware.

In one form, a method 1s provided comprising: receiving,
at a decoder from an encoder an encoded bit-stream repre-
senting video frames; for a target pixel 1n a block of a video
frame represented by the encoded bit-stream, comparing a
value of the target pixel with neighboring pixels to produce
a plurality of comparison results; deriving a particular offset
value for the target pixel based on the plurality of compari-
son results; and filtering the target pixel using the particular
oflset value.

In another form, an apparatus 1s provided comprising a
network interface unit configured to enable network com-
munications; and a processor configured to: receive from an
encoder an encoded bit-stream representing video frames;
for a target pixel 1n a block of a video frame represented by
the encoded bit-stream, compare a value of the target pixel
with neighboring pixels to produce a plurality of comparison
results; derive a particular oflset value for the target pixel
based on the plurality of comparison results; and filter the
target pixel using the particular oflset value.

In still another form, one or more computer readable
storage media are encoded with software comprising com-
puter executable instructions and when the software 1s
executed operable to perform operations comprising: receiv-
ing at a decoder from an encoder an encoded bit-stream
representing video frames; for a target pixel 1n a block of a
video frame represented by the encoded bit-stream, com-
paring a value of the target pixel with neighboring pixels to
produce a plurality of comparison results; deriving a par-
ticular oflset value for the target pixel based on the plurality
of comparison results; and filtering the target pixel using the
particular oflset value.

In another form, a method 1s provided comprising: at an
encoder, for a target pixel 1n a block of a video frame of a
plurality of video frames, comparing a value of the target
pixel with neighboring pixels to produce a plurality of
comparison results; deriving a particular oflset value for the
target pixel based on the plurality of comparison results;
filtering the target pixel using the particular ofiset value; and
generating an encoded bit-stream based on the filtering.

In still another form, an apparatus 1s provided comprising,
a network 1nterface unit configured to enable network com-
munications; and a processor configured to: for a target pixel
in a block of a video frame of a plurality of video frames,
compare a value of the target pixel with neighboring pixels
to produce a plurality of comparison results; derive a par-
ticular oflset value for the target pixel based on the plurality
of comparison results; filter the target pixel using the par-
ticular offset value; and generate an encoded bit-stream
based on the filtering.

In yet another form, one or more computer readable
storage media encoded with software comprising computer
executable istructions and when the software 1s executed
operable to perform operations comprising: for a target pixel
in a block of a video frame of a plurality of video frames,
comparing a value of the target pixel with neighboring pixels
to produce a plurality of comparison results; deriving a
particular offset value for the target pixel based on the
plurality of comparison results; filtering the target pixel
using the particular offset value; and generating an encoded
bit-stream based on the filtering.

In still another form, a system 1s provided comprising a
video encoder and a video decoder, where the video encoder
1s configured to: for a target pixel 1n a block of a video frame
of a plurality of video frames, compare a value of the target
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pixel with neighboring pixels to produce a plurality of
comparison results; derive a particular ofiset value for the
target pixel based on the plurality of comparison results;
filter the target pixel using the particular offset value; and
generate an encoded bit-stream based on the filtering; and
the video decoder 1s configured to: recerve from the video
encoder the encoded bit-stream representing video frames;
for a target pixel 1n a block of a video frame represented by
the encoded bit-stream, compare a value of the target pixel
with neighboring pixels to produce a plurality of comparison
results; derive a particular oflset value for the target pixel
based on the plurality of comparison results; and filter the
target pixel using the particular offset value.

The above description 1s intended by way of example
only. Although the techniques are illustrated and described
herein as embodied in one or more specific examples, 1t 1s
nevertheless not intended to be limited to the details shown,
since various modifications and structural changes may be
made within the scope and range ol equivalents of the
claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a network interface unit configured to enable network

communications; and

a processor configured to:

receive an encoded bit-stream representing video
frames from an encoder;

for a target pixel 1n a block of a video frame represented
by the encoded bit-stream, compare a value of the
target pixel with a plurality of neighboring pixels to
produce a plurality of comparison results;

determine a sum ol comparison results between the
value of the target pixel with a value of at least four
neighboring pixels of the plurality of neighboring
pixels;

derive a particular oflset value for the target pixel based
on the sum of comparison results between the value
of the target pixel with the values of the at least four
neighboring pixels, wherein the comparison results
are based on any one of: greater than, less than, equal
to, greater than or equal to, less than or equal to,
wherein each comparison result 1s assigned a “1” or
a “0” for purposes of computing the sum;

wherein the particular offset value 1s derived by per-
forming a computation according to the equation:
(B>X)+(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)>2)-((B<X)+
(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X)>2), wherein X 1s the value of
the target pixel and B, D, E and G are values for the
at least four neighboring pixels above, to the left, to
the right and below, respectively, the target pixel,
wherein (Y>X) equals “1” 11 the value of pixel Y is
greater than X and “0” otherwise, and (Y<X) equals
“1” 11 the value of pixel Y 1s less than X and *“0”
otherwise, where Y 1s the value of pixels B, D, E and
G, and (B>X)+(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)>2) equals
“17 11 (B>X)+(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)) 1s greater than
2 “0” otherwise, and ((B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+
(G<X)>2) equals “1”7 1f (B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+
(G<X)) 15 less than 2 and “0” otherwise; and

filter the target pixel using the particular oflset value.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processor 1s
configured to derive the oflset value for the target pixel by
generating an index into stored data of oflset values based on
the plurality of comparison results, and retrieving the par-
ticular oflset value from the stored data using the index.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the processor 1s
configured to generate the index by generating a multi-bat
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binary number, each bit of the binary number corresponding,
to a comparison result between the target pixel and a
corresponding one of 1ts neighboring pixels.
4. The apparatus of claam 1, wherein the processor 1s
turther configured to:
store data for a plurality of sets of offset values; and
receive a signal from the encoder that indicates which
particular set of the plurality of sets of oflset values to
use.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processor 1s
turther configured to:

store data for a single set of o
only 0’s and 1’s; and
receive a signal from the encoder that indicates a scale
factor to be applied to the single set of offset values for
use in filtering pixels.
6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the processor is
turther configured to:
receive a signal from the encoder that indicates whether to
filter at a frame level or at a block level or at both the
frame level and the block level.
7. An apparatus comprising;
a network interface unit configured to enable network
communications; and
a processor configured to:
for a target pixel in a block of a video frame of a
plurality of video frames, compare a value of the
target pixel with a plurality of neighboring pixels to
produce a plurality of comparison results;
determine a sum ol comparison results between the
value of the target pixel with a value of at least four
neighboring pixels of the plurality of neighboring
pixels;
derive a particular oflset value for the target pixel based
on the sum of comparison results between the value
of the target pixel with the values of the at least four
neighboring pixels, wherein the comparison results
are based on any one of: greater than, less than, equal
to, greater than or equal to, less than or equal to,
wherein each comparison result 1s assigned a “1” or
a “0” for purposes of computing the sum;
wherein the particular offset value 1s derived by per-
forming a computation according to the equation:
((B>X)+(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)>2)-((B<X)+
(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X)>2), wherein X 1s the value of
the target pixel and B, D, E and G are values for the
at least four neighboring pixels above, to the left, to
the right and below, respectively, the target pixel,
wherein (Y>X) equals “1” 11 the value of pixel Y 1s
greater than X and “0” otherwise, and (Y<X) equals
“1” 11 the value of pixel Y i1s less than X and *0”
otherwise, where Y 1s the value of pixels B, D, E and
G, and (B>X)+(D>X)+E>X)+(G>X)>2) equals
“17 11 (B>X)+(D>X)+(E>X)+(G>X)) 15 greater than
2°“0”  otherwise, and ((B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+
(G<X)>2) equals “17 i (B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+
(G<X)) 1s less than 2 and “0” otherwise;
filter the target pixel using the particular o
and
generate an encoded bit-stream based on the filtering.
8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the processor 1s
configured to derive the particular offset value for the target
pixel by generating an index 1nto stored data of oflset values
based on the plurality of comparison results, and retrieving,
the particular oflset value from the stored data using the
index.

Iset values consisting of

Tset value;
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9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the processor 1s
configured to generate the index by generating a multi-bat
binary number, each bit of the binary number corresponding
to a comparison result between the target pixel and a
corresponding one of 1ts neighboring pixels.

10. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the processor 1s
turther configured to:

send a signal to a decoder indicating to the decoder which

particular set of a plurality of sets of oflset values the
decoder 1s to use.

11. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the processor 1s
further configured to:

send a signal to a decoder that indicates to the decoder a

scale factor to be applied to offset values for use in
filtering pixels.

12. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the processor 1s
further configured to:

test an eflectiveness of the filtering; and

send a signal to a decoder that 1s based on the eflective-

ness of the filtering.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the signal sent to
the decoder i1s configured to disable the filtering at the
decoder for certain block types based on the eflectiveness
determined by the apparatus.

14. One or more non-transitory computer readable storage
media encoded with software comprising computer execut-
able 1nstructions and when the software 1s executed operable
to perform operations comprising:

for a target pixel 1n a block of a video frame of a plurality

of video frames, comparing a value of the target pixel
with a plurality of neighboring pixels to produce a
plurality of comparison results;

determining a sum of comparison results between the

value of the target pixel with a value of at least four
neighboring pixels of the plurality of neighboring pix-
els:

deriving a particular offset value for the target pixel based

on the sum of comparison results between the value of
the target pixel with the values of the at least four
neighboring pixels, wherein the comparison results are
based on any one of: greater than, less than, equal to,
greater than or equal to, less than or equal to, wherein
cach comparison result 1s assigned a “1” or a “0” for
purposes ol computing the sum;

wherein the particular offset value 1s derived by perform-

ing a computation according to the equation: ((B>X)+
(D>X)+(E=X)+(G>X)>2)-((B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+
(G<X)>2), wherein X 1s the value of the target pixel
and B, D, E and G are values for the at least four
neighboring pixels above, to the leit, to the nght and
below, respectively, the target pixel, wherein (Y>X)
equals “1” 1f the value of pixel Y 1s greater than X and
“0” otherwise, and (Y<X) equals “1” 11 the value of
pixel Y 1s less than X and “0” otherwise, where Y 1s the
value of pixels B, D, E and G, and ((B>X)+(D>X)+

(E>X)+(G>X)>2) equals “17 1t ((B>X)+(D>X)+

(E>X)+(G>X)) 1s greater than 2°0” otherwise, and
(B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X)>2) equals “17 1f
((B<X)+(D<X)+(E<X)+(G<X)) 1s less than 2 and “0”
otherwise;

filtering the target pixel using the particular oflset value;

and

generating an encoded bit-stream based on the filtering.

15. The non-transitory computer readable storage media
of claim 14, wherein the instructions are configured to derive
the particular offset value for the target pixel by generating
an index into stored data of oflset values based on the
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plurality of comparison results, and retrieving the particular
oflset value from the stored data using the index.

16. The non-transitory computer readable storage media
of claam 15, wherein the instructions are configured to
generate the mndex by generating a multi-bit binary number,
cach bit of the binary number corresponding to a comparison
result between the target pixel and a corresponding one of its
neighboring pixels.

17. The non-transitory computer readable storage media
of claim 14, wherein the structions are further operable to
perform operations comprising:

sending a signal to a decoder indicating to the decoder

which particular set of a plurality of sets of oflset values
the decoder 1s to use.

18. The non-transitory computer readable storage media
of claim 14, wherein the instructions are further operable to
perform operations comprising:

sending a signal to a decoder that indicates to the decoder

a scale factor to be applied to oflset values for use 1n
filtering pixels.

19. The non-transitory computer readable storage media
of claim 14, wherein the structions are further operable to
perform operations comprising:

testing an eflectiveness of the filtering; and

sending a signal to a decoder that 1s based on the eflec-

tiveness of the filtering.

20. The non-transitory computer readable storage media
of claam 19, wherein the signal sent to the decoder is
configured to disable the filtering at the decoder for certain
block types based on the effectiveness determined by the
apparatus.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
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It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below:

In the Claims
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Signed and Sealed this
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Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims
	Corrections/Annotated Pages

