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To all whom it may cONCETN: |- locking parts 5 and 6 the cover may be en-

Be it known that I, ALFRED HatL, .a citi- tirely removed, so ihat when the cover 1s
zen of the United States, and resident of | in place and locked it cannot be removed,
Tos Gatos, county of Santa Clara, Seate of | and access 1S prevented to the contents of

5 (alifornia, have invented an Tmprovement | the casing. The cnly opening nto the cas- 60
in Stamp-Affixing Devices, of which the fol- | Ing when the cover is in place 1s the rectan-
lowing description, ‘n connection with the | gular opening 7 at the bottom,.of the size

accompanying drawing, 1s a specification, | of the stamp, and through which the stamp

- like characters on the drawing representing | is discharged on to the envelop. |

10 like parts. S | o The main elements of the device contained 65

This invention relates to a ‘stamp affixing within the casing are the reciprocating plun-
device, and its object 1s to. provide a device | ger ‘moistening device, including the tank
of this character of simple and eflicient con- for supplying moistiure, the guide table over
struction, by means of which the stamps will which the strip of stamps is fed to the mois-

15 be properly moistened, separated irom a tening device, the feeding claw by means of 70
rolled strip and applied to the epvelop or { which the strip of stamps 1s fed forward,
package by a single blow or stroke.” ' - . | the ~onnections between the feeding claw and

The device is so constructed that the roll | the plunger for operating the former, cam

~ of stamps may be locked within the casing | guides for controlling the movement ot the

20 to guard against theft or unauthorized re- feeding claw, support for the roll of stamps, 75

~ moval of the stamps. - | and the guides for determining the course of

The device is particularly adapied for the strip of stamps, and the means £01 sever-
handling a rolled strip of stamps,.1n which ‘ing the moistened stamp from the strip. _
the several stamps are separated by rows of The roll of stamp strips is shown at 3,

25 perforations. o R mounted upon a support 9, shown as a pin 80
" The nature of the invention will more projecting from the face of and riveted to
fully appear from the accompanying draw- the wall of the bedy part of the casing, So
ings and description, and will be particu- | that when the cover is removed the roll may

~ larly pointed out in the appended claims. be placed on or removed from the support 9.

30" The drawings represent a preferred form | At the bottom of the casing a tank 10 is 85

" of device embodying the invention. | provided, and is shown as a Hat tank com-
In the drawings: Figure 1 1s . side eleva- | pletely covering the bottom of the casing

tiop with the casing cover removed, of the | and held in place thereon by having formed

- entire device, With certain parts shown In in its bottom a groove by means of which it

35 yertical cross section. TFig. 2-1s a vertical | may be slid on and off of a rib 11 formed on 90
“erass section of the device-shown in Fig. 1, | the bottom of the casing, so that when the-
taken through the axis of the stamnp roll | cover 2 is removed the tank may be removed
support, but with the mechanism of the | if necessary. This tank carries at its for-
interior of the casing shown in end elevation. | ward ena a flat wick 120, which projects up”

40 Fig. 3 is a plan view of the cross section | threugh an opening at the top and torward 99
talen on the line X—X of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is | end of the tank. The water may be supplied
a detalled view. ' | to the tank from the outside of the casing
" The device comprises a generally rectan- | through a tube 12, which is closed by the
gular metallic casing comprising the body | screw plug 18. -

45 part 1, and a cover part 2, the cover part A guide table, 14, supported upon the 100
being a generally flat plate fitting against shaft 15 is pivoted to the casing above the
the body part. In the construction shown | tank, and with its upper surface substan-
the body part along one edge is formed with tially in the plane of the end of the wick
lugs or projections 3, and the cover part, | 120. The rear end of the tank 1s ‘depressed |

o0 glong the corresponding edge, .« formed | so that this guide table may swing about 205
with ears or flanges 4, adapted to fit over its pivot to Talse the end of the guide table
the lugs 8. At the opposite edge the body | adjacent to the wick. The cross section
part carries a suitable locking device 9, of the guide table 14 may be seen in K1ig. 2,

- gobperating with a complementary locking and - therefrom 1t appears. that it is pro- -

89 ' and a raised 110

device 6 on the cover part, so that upon un- ! vided with mtm::;@d edges 16,
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central rib 17, so that the stamp Si;rip. 18

supported fipon this rib 17 and is guided
at 1ts edges by the “inturned edges” 16.

 The stamp strip as it comes from the roll 8

ot

- 10

15

passes over suitably located idler rolls 18,

secured to the body and covering.of the
casing, and is directed therefrom on to the

guide table 14, The stamp strip is fed over

the guide table and over the wick beneath
the plunger by a feeding claw 19, shown in
pro-

Figs. 1_and 2. This feeding claw is
vided at its lower edge with teeth adapted

to catch in the perforations between suc-
cessive stamps, and to insure this being done

the teeth are staggered in the plane of the
claw slightly, as indicated in Fig. 1, and are

- spaced to straddle the central rib 17, Means
~ are provided for giving the feed claw pre-
~ cisely the requisite forward feeding move-

99 ment to feed the strip the length of g single

stamp, and to prevent the action of the feed-

ing claw upon the strip at other times.” For
this purpose the feeding claw 1s pivoted at

90 to a carrier 21. During the forward

movement of the carrier to feed the strip
theupper end 22 of the feeding claw engages

‘the carrier with an adjustable screw 23
‘mounted therein, by means of which the
claw may be adjusted, but during .the oppo- |
‘site movement the claw will swing about its
‘pivot upon engagement with the stamp strip
and have no effect théereupon. In the con-
‘struction shown the feeding claw 1s operated
.. by the movement of the plunger which severs

35

the stamp from the strip and affixes it to the

~+ envelop. This plunger is shown at 24 as

mounted to reciproeafe in the vertical guides
at the forward end of the casing. Anti-fric-

~ tion rolls are provided, being mounted in the

- 40
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casing and engaging the plunger. At its| .

lower end the plunger is shaped to corre-

spond with the size of the stamp and to
move through the aperture 7. The plunger
carries on its lower face a metallic plate 26,
presenting a rear cutting or shearing edge

97, and the forward upper edge of the tank
is provided with a codperating shear edge
28, so that as the plunger descends the edges
97 and 28 codperating will shear the stamp
to meet the plunger from the strip of stamps.
The plunger is depressed by a blow of the
hand upon the knob 29, and is elevated by
the helical spring 30 connected to the casing,

and an arm 31 projecting rearwardly out |

from the plunger. The feeding movement
of the feeding claw 19 is obtained from the

plunger by connecting the carrier 21 pivot-

ally at 32 to the end of the arm 31, and pro-
viding means for directing the movement
of the lower end of the carrier. This means
comprises cam guides 33 secured the one to
the body and the other to the cover of the
casing above and at.each side of the guide
table 14. 'The carrier is mounted trans-

1,046,202

' the uPper cam edges of the cam guides 33,
~and these edges are so formed that as the
plunger descends the carrier guided thereby

will bring the feeding claw into engagement
with the perforations between the stamps

70

and move forward in 4 horizontal plane,

feeding the strip exactly the length of one

tions comes over the shearing edge 28, when

rise 36 of the cam guide will cause the eleva-.
‘tion of the carrier; removing the ifeeding

‘stamp, or until a preceding row of perfora-

75

claw from the strip and stopping the feeding

movement of the strip so that upon the con-
tinved depression of the plunger to sever
the stamp and apply it to the envelop, the
movement. of the carrier will be ineﬁgctive

| to feed the stamp. The weight of the car-

rier 21 and the feeding claw being compara-

the rolls 85 being held in contact with the

80

tively slight, it may be advisable to insure

85

cam guides 33 by means of a spring, and. -

such a spring is shown at 50 colled on the
pivot 32 and pressing against the carrier 21.

The stamp as it is fed forward passes over

the moistening wick 120 and is moistened.
When the device is not in use the guide table
14 may be tipped about its pivot 15 to ele-
vate its forward end and lift the stamp strip
from contact with the moistening wick 120.
For this purpose a stud 37 is secured to the
shaft 15 upon the outside of the casing, and

90

05 -

is provided with a finger 38 engaged by a

catch 389 to lock it in operative position

marked “On” or allow it to be turned into

incperative
casing. - _ o
The invention having been fully dessiibed,
what is new and desired: to be secured by
Letters Patent, is: |

position marked “Off” on the

1. A stamp affixing 4devi¢e‘ comprising 15).'

100

105

reciprocating plunger, a support for a roll -

of perforated stamps, 2 moistening device, a
guide table in proximity to and adapted to
‘ouide the strip of stamps over the moisten-
110

ing device, a feeding claw and means oper-

ated upon depression of the plunger to move -

the feeding claw and feed the strip-over the

| guide table and over the moistening device

and beneath the plunger, and means for ele- -

vating the guide table adjacent to the mois-

tening device to lift the stamp strip from the
‘moistening device when desired. .ﬁ

115

9. A stamp affixing device comprising a

reciprocating plunger, a support for a roll of
perforated stamps, a moistening deviee,

120

ouiding means for directing. the strip of
stamps from the roll over the moistening de-
vice, a feeding claw adapted to engage the .

perforations in the strip, a carrier for said
feeding claw, cam guides adapted to control
the movement of the carrier, connections be-

will be moved along said cam guides to

125

tween said carrier and said plunger -whereby
upon depression of the plunger. the carrier

65 versely thereon af 34. Rolls 35 ride upon | cause the feeding claw to engage the perfo- 130
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moved from engagement therewith. |
device comprising. a |

and adapted to guide the
over the moistening device
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rations of the stamp strip, feed the strip the

length of a single stamp and then be re-

3. A stamp affixing ]
veciprocating plunger, a support for a roll of

pertorated. stamps, a moistening device, &

ouide table having one end in proximuty to
strip .of stamps

for rocking' the
cuide table on its pivot to elevate the end of
the guide table adjacént the molstening de-
vioe and thus lift the stamp strip from the

a transverse pivoi, means

moistening device when desired and means .
plunger to feed the

operated from or by said _
strip over the guide table and over the

" moistening device anc beneath the plunger.

20
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‘move the feeding claw and

reciprecating plunger,

4. A stamp afixing device comprising a
reciprocating plunger, a support for a roll
f perforated stamps, a molstening device, a
ouide table having one ennd in proximity to
and adapted to guide the strip of stamps

device and mounted on

over the moisténing

a transverse pivot, a feeding claw and means
operated on depression of the plunger to
feed the strip

over the guide table and over the moistening

device and beneath the plunger; and means

for rocking the guide tabie on its pivot to
levate the end of the guide table adjacent

the moistening device and thus lift the

stamp strip from the moisteningdevice when
desired. o |
5. A stamp affixing device comprising &
| 8 support for a roll
of perfo-mted stamps, a moistening device,
guiding -means
stamps from the
vice, cam guides extending longitudinally ot
said guiding means, a carrier riding on said
cam guides and pivotally connected to sald
plunger with its path of movement between
the stamp affixing face of the plunger and
said pivot, and a feeding claw yieldingly
moeunted in said carrier and adapted to en-
agage the perforations in the strip, whereby
upcn depression of the plunger the carrier

il be moved along said cam guides fO

cause the feeding claw to engage the perfo-

D SEE et
Copies of this_patent-may be obtained for five cents each, by addresai_zig_the
| Washington,

oulding means

and mounted on | stamps 1rom the roll over the moistening de--

‘ouides and pivotally

‘reciprocating piunger,

‘said guiding means, a carrier

for directing the strip oi
voll over the moistening de-

rations of the stamp strip, feed the strip the

3

50

lepgth of a single stamp, and then be re-

moved from engagement therewith during
the stamp affixing movement of the piunger.

6. A stamp afiixing device comprising a
reciprocating plunger, a support for a roll
of perforated stamps, a moistening. device,
for directing the strip of
vice, an arm extending from the plunger
apove and over sald cuiding means, canl

5

60

ouides extending longitudinally of sald

oniding a carrier riding on
o | connected to the end of
said aym, a feeding claw yieldingly mounted
on said carrier and adapted to engage the
perforations in the strip, whereby upon de-
pression of the plunger the carrier will be
moved along said cam guides to cause the
feeding claw to engage the perforations ot
the stamp strip,
s single stamp, and then be removed from
engagement therewith during the stamp af-
fixing movement of the plunger.

7. A stamp affixing device . comprising 2
a support for a roil
of perforated stamps, a moistening device,
guiding means fof directing the strip of
stamps from the roll over the moistening de-
vice, cam guides extending longitudinally of

ier riding on said
cam guides and pivotally connected to said
plunger. with 1ts path of movement between
the stamp affixing face of the plunger and
sald pivot, and 2 feeding claw yieldingly

means,

mounted in said carrier and adapied to en-
sald parts

gage the perforations in the strip, s:
-nd their connections being disposed sym-
metrically with respect 1o 2 central, longitu-
dinal, vertical plane, whereby the action 1s
positive and lost motion is prevented..

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of

two subscribing -witnesses.

ALFRED HALL.

Witnesses: _
Wintiadm M. WHITTEN,
THOMAS J. DRUMMOND.

« gommissioner of Paients,
D, C.” '

feed the strip the length of

said cam
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