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1
NASAL MASK INTERFACE ASSEMBLY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present inventions generally relate to interface assem-
blies for positive pressure therapy. More specifically, the
present inventions relate to nasal mask interface assemblies
and headgear.

Description of the Related Art

Interfaces can be used to provide respiratory gases to a
user under positive pressure. In configurations 1n which a
nose of a user 1s covered, the nasal mask typically will
overliec a bridge of the nose. Generally, a single seal will
circumscribe a portion of the nose of the user.

Such nasal masks commonly are secured to a head of the
user with headgear having a t-piece frame that connects to
the seal member. In order to sutliciently reduce leakage, the
headgear typically 1s tightened, which results in an elevated
pressure being exerted on a bridge of a user’s nose. In other
words, as the headgear 1s tightened, the silicone seal typi-
cally applies a progressively increasing load on the bridge of
the nose. The pressure can be a source of discomiort and, in
some circumstances, can lead to pressure sores over time.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the present disclosure to provide one or
more constructions and/or methods that will at least go some
way towards improving on the above or that will at least
provide the public or the medical profession with a usetul
choice.

In one aspect, a seal member for an interface assembly
comprises a face contacting surface. The face contacting
surface comprises an edge that at least partially defines an
opening. The face contacting surface also comprises a {first
cheek surface and a second cheek surface. The first cheek
surface comprises a first thickened portion and the second
cheek surface comprises a second thickened portion.

Preferably, the first and second thickened portions are
formed on an interior surface of the seal member.

Preferably, a distal portion of the seal member 1s over-
moulded onto a clip member. Preferably, the clip comprises
a feature that receives a complementary feature of an inter-
face frame. Preferably, the clip member tapers in a distal
direction.

In one aspect, a seal member for an interface assembly
comprises a face contacting surface. The face contacting
surface comprises an edge that at least partially defines an
opening. The face contacting surface also comprises an
upper lip contacting surface, a first cheek surface and a
second cheek surface. A sidewall extends distally of the face
contacting surface. The sidewall comprises a first lower
corner proximate a transition from the upper lip surface to
the first cheek surface. The sidewall comprises a second
lower corner proximate a transition from the upper lip
surface to the second cheek surface. The first lower corner
and the second lower corner have a thicker cross-section
compared to portions of the sidewall located wvertically
above the first lower comer and the second lower corner.

Preferably, a distal portion of the seal member 1s over-
moulded onto a clip member. Preferably, the clip comprises
a feature that receives a complementary feature of an 1nter-
face frame. Preferably, the clip member tapers in a distal
direction.

In one aspect, a seal member for an interface assembly
comprises a face contacting surface. The face contacting
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surface comprises an edge that at least partially defines an
opening. The face contacting surface also comprises an
upper lip contacting surface, a first cheek surface and a
second cheek surface. A sidewall extends distally of the face
contacting surface. The sidewall comprises a first thickened
band extending along a portion corresponding to the first
cheek surface and a second thickened band extending along
a portion corresponding to the second cheek surface.

Preferably, a distal portion of the seal member 1s over-
moulded onto a clip member. Preferably, the clip comprises
a feature that receives a complementary feature of an inter-
face frame. Preferably, the clip member tapers 1 a distal
direction.

Preferably, the sidewall of the seal member has a thicker
cross section distal of the first and second thickened bands

relative to a cross section proximal of the first and second
thickened bands.

Preferably, a distal portion of the seal member 1s over-
moulded onto a clip member. Preferably, the clip comprises
a feature that receives a complementary feature of an inter-
face frame. Preferably, the clip member tapers in a distal
direction.

In one aspect, headgear for an interface assembly com-
prises a body. A first lower strap and a second lower strap
extend away from the body. A first upper strap and a second
upper strap extend away from the body. The first lower strap
comprises a first lower strap centerline. The second lower
strap comprises a second lower strap centerline. A first upper
strap comprises a first upper strap centerline. The first and
second lower strap centerlines intersect each other before
intersecting the first upper strap centerline.

Preferably, the second upper strap comprises a second
upper strap centerline and the first upper strap centerline
corresponds to the second upper strap centerline.

Preferably, an intersection of the first lower strap center-
line and the second lower strap centerline 1s oflset from the
first upper strap centerline by a distance of about 23 mm.

Preferably, the first lower strap centerline intersects the
first upper strap centerline at a location about 43 mm from
a location where the second lower strap centerline intersects
the first upper strap centerline.

Preferably, the first upper strap centerline and a second
upper strap centerline correlate to each other and do not
intersect the entire body of the headgear.

Preferably, the first lower strap centerline extends at an
angle relative to the first upper strap centerline with the
angle being between about 20 degrees and about 50 degrees.

In one aspect, an elbow for use with an interface assembly
comprises a body having a proximal end and a distal end.
The proximal end and the distal end are at an angle relative
to each other and a bend 1s defined at a transition from the
proximal end to the distal end. The bend comprises a
plurality of exhaust holes. The plurality of exhaust holes are
integrally formed with the body of the elbow.

In one aspect, an elbow for use with an interface assembly
comprises a body having a proximal end and a distal end.
The proximal end and the distal end are at an angle relative
to each other and a bend i1s defined at a transition from the
proximal end to the distal end. The bend comprises a
plurality of exhaust holes. One or more of the exhaust holes
comprises a conical first portion and trumpet shaped second
portion.

Preferably, the conical first portion 1s an inner portion and
the trumpet shaped second portion 1s an outer portion.

Preferably, the exhaust holes are integrally formed 1n the

body.
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In one aspect, an interface assembly comprises a frame
with a seal removably connected to the frame. The seal 1s
configured 1n accordance with any described and/or shown
herein.

In one aspect, an interface assembly comprises a frame
with headgear removably connected to the frame. The
headgear 1s configured 1n accordance with any described
and/or shown herein.

In one aspect, an interface assembly comprises a frame
with a conduit connector being connected to the frame. The
conduit connector comprises an elbow that 1s configured 1n
accordance with any described and/or shown herein.

In one aspect, an interface assembly comprises a frame
with a seal and headgear removably connected to the frame.
The seal 1s configured 1n accordance with any described
and/or shown herein and the headgear 1s configured 1n
accordance with any described and/or shown herein.

In one aspect, an interface assembly comprises a frame
with a seal connected to the frame and a conduit connector
being connected to the frame. The conduit connector com-
prises an elbow. The seal 1s configured 1n accordance with
any described and/or shown herein and the elbow 1s con-
figured 1 accordance with any described and/or shown
herein.

In one aspect, an interface assembly comprises a frame
with headgear connected to the frame and a conduit con-
nector connected to the frame. The conduit connector com-
prises an elbow. The headgear 1s configured 1n accordance
with any described and/or shown herein and the elbow 1s
configured 1n accordance with any described and/or shown
herein.

In one aspect, an interface assembly comprises a frame
with a seal and headgear connected to the frame and a
conduit connector connected to the frame. The conduit
connector comprises an elbow. The seal 1s configured 1n
accordance with any described and/or shown herein. The
headgear 1s configured i1n accordance with any described
and/or shown herein. The elbow 1s configured 1n accordance
with any described and/or shown herein.

In this specification where reference has been made to
patent specifications, other external documents, or other

sources of iformation, this 1s generally for the purpose of

providing a context for discussing the features of the imnven-
tion. Unless specifically stated otherwise, reference to such
external documents 1s not to be construed as an admission
that such documents, or such sources of information, 1n any
jurisdiction, are prior art, or form part of the common
general knowledge 1n the art.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present invention will now be described with reference to
the drawings of a preferred embodiment, which embodiment
1s intended to 1llustrate and not to limit the invention, and in
which figures:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic diagram of a system for providing
a heated humidified gases stream to a user, such as a
continuous positive airway pressure system, as might be
used 1n conjunction with the interface of the preferred and
alternative embodiments.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of an interface assembly that
1s arranged and configured 1n accordance with certain fea-
tures, aspects and advantages of the present invention.

FIG. 3 1s sectioned view of the interface assembly taken

along the line 3-3 i FIG. 2.
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FIG. 4 1s a rear view of a seal member and clip of the
interface assembly of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 1s sectioned view of the iterface assembly taken
along the line 5-5 i FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 1s a side elevation view of the seal member and clip
of FIG. 4 with a thickened portion shown 1n dashed lines and
a rolling action of the seal member shown i dash-dot lines.

FIG. 7 1s a graphical representation of resistance as a
function of displacement.

FIG. 8 1s a perspective view of a seal member with three
different sections shown in hatched areas.

FIG. 9 1s a perspective view of the clip of FIG. 4.

FIG. 10 1s another perspective view of the clip of FIG. 4.

FIG. 11 1s a perspective view of the seal member and clip
of FIG. 4 and a mask frame of the interface assembly of FIG.
2.

FIG. 12 1s a front view of an elbow of the interface
assembly of FIG. 2.

FIG. 13 1s a sectioned view of the elbow taken along the
line 13-13 1n FIG. 12.

FIG. 14 1s an enlarged sectioned view of the elbow taken
within the region identified by the line 14-14 1n FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 1s sectioned view of the interface assembly taken
along the line 15-15 i FIG. 2.

FIG. 16 1s an illustration of a headgear assembly used
with the interface assembly of FIG. 2 prior to being joined
to the frame of the interface assembly of FIG. 2.

FIG. 17 1s a perspective view of an alternative interface
assembly with the seal and clip separated from the frame.

FIG. 18 1s a sectioned view of the interface assembly of
FIG. 17 taken along the line 18-18 1n FIG. 17.

FIG. 19 1s a sectioned view of the interface assembly of
FIG. 17 similar to that of FIG. 18 with the seal and clip
assembled to the frame.

FIG. 20 1s a sectioned view of the seal and clip of the
interface assembly of FIG. 17 taken along the line 20-20 1n
FIG. 17.

FIG. 21 1s a rear view of the frame of the interface
assembly of FIG. 17.

FIG. 22 1s a front view of the frame of the interface
assembly of FIG. 17.

FIG. 23 1s a sectioned view of the frame of the interface
assembly of FIG. 17 taken along the line 23-23 1n FIG. 21.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

L1

An mterface 20 that 1s arranged and configured in accor-
dance with certain features, aspects and advantages of the
present invention can provide improvements in the delivery
of CPAP therapy, for example but without limitation. In
particular, the sealing interface 20 may exhibit improved
sealing characteristics while limiting pressure applied to a
bridge of a nose of a user.

System Overview

It will be appreciated that the interface 20 can be used
with any delivery device used 1n respiratory care generally,
including with a ventilator, but the sealing interface 20 will
be described with reference to use in a humidified CPAP
system. The delivery systems also could be VPAP (Vanable
Positive Airway Pressure), BiPAP (B1 level Positive Airway
Pressure) or any other form suitable for use in respiratory
therapy.

It will also be appreciated that various features, aspects
and advantages ol the patient interface 20, while being
described 1n the context of a nasal mask, can be used with
any other interface configuration, including oronasal masks
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and full face masks sealing around the user’s nose and
mouth, oral masks sealing around the user’s mouth, and
nasal pillows or other types of masks sealing under the
user’s nose, for example but without limitation.

With reference to FIG. 1, a humidified Continuous Posi-
tive Airway Pressure (CPAP) system 22 1s shown. The
illustrated CPAP system 22 provides humidified and pres-
surized gases to the user U through the interface 20, which
1s connected to a humidified gases transportation pathway or
ispiratory conduit 24.

The 1nspiratory conduit 24 1s connected to an outlet 26 of
a humidification chamber 30, which 1s adapted to contain a
volume of water 32. The inspiratory conduit 24 may contain
a heating configuration (not shown), such as heater wires,
for example but without limitation. The heating configura-
tion can heat the walls of the 1nspiratory conduit 24 to reduce
condensation of humidified gases within the inspiratory
conduit 24.

The humidification chamber 30 preferably 1s formed from
a plastics material and may have a highly heat conductive
base (e.g., an aluminum base) that 1s 1n direct contact with
a heater plate 34 of a humidifier 36. The humadifier 36
employs a controller 40 or the like. The controller may
comprise a microprocessor-based controller that executes
computer software commands stored 1 an associated
memory, for example but without limitation.

The controller 40 recetves input commands from multiple
sources, including a user input interface 42 (e.g., a dial). The
user input interface 42 enables the setting of a predetermined
value (e.g., a preset value) of humidity, temperature or other
characteristic of the gases supplied to the user U. The
controller 40 also may receive mput from other sources. For
example, temperature and/or flow velocity sensors 44, 46,
which are connected through a connector 50 1n the illus-
trated configuration, can communicate with the controller
40. In addition, a heater plate temperature sensor 32 can
communicate with the controller.

In response to the user set humidity or temperature value,
which can be input via the user interface 42, 1n combination
with other inputs, the controller 40 determines when and/or
to what level the heater plate 34 should be energized to
suitably heat the water 32 contained within the humaidifica-
tion chamber 30. As the volume of water 32 within the
humidification chamber 30 1s heated, water vapour begins to
{11l the volume of the humidification chamber 30 above a
surface of the water 32. The water vapour passes out of the
outlet 26 of the humidification chamber 30 with a flow of
gases (€.g., air) that 1s provided from a gases supply 54 (e.g.,
a blower), which enters the humidification chamber 30
through an inlet 56.

The gases supply 54 preferably includes a flow generator
60, which can be a variable speed fan or can include a
variable pressure regulator. In the illustrated configuration,
the flow generator 60 comprises a variable speed fan. The
flow generator 60 preferably draws air or other gases
through an 1nlet 62. The flow generator 60 can be controlled
by a controller 64 or can be controlled by the controller 40,
for example but without limitation. The controller 64 may
control the fan speed, the regulated pressure or the like
according to any suitable criteria. For example, the control-
ler 64 may respond to inputs from the controller 40 and a
user set value (e.g., a preset value) of pressure and/or fan
speed, which can be set with a user interface 66 (e.g., a dial).
Patient Interface

With reference now to FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, the interface 20
generally comprises a mask assembly 100. The mask assem-
bly 100 generally comprises a frame 102, a seal 104 and a
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clip 106 that 1s used to secure the seal 104 to the frame 102.
The mask seal 104 and the clip 106 can be separately formed
and secured together or, 1n some configurations, the mask
seal 104 and the clip 106 can be integrated into a single
component. In the illustrated configuration, the mask seal
104 1s overmoulded onto the mask seal clip 106. A connector
108 connects a breathing conduit (not shown) to the mask
frame 102.

With reference now to FIG. 4, the seal 104 1s shown from
the rear, which is the surface that bears against a face of the
user. The seal 104 comprises a face contacting surface 110.
As shown 1n FIG. 4, the face contacting surface 110 pret-
erably comprises an edge 112 that at least partially defines
an opening 114. In the illustrated configuration, the edge 112
surrounds the opening 114. The opening 114 1s designed to
accommodate at least the lower portion and tip of a nose of
the user. Preferably, the opening 114 1s generally T-shaped,
albeit an mverted T-shape.

The face contacting surface 110 generally comprises a lip
surface 120, which 1s adapted to contact the face of the user
at a location above the vermillion border and below the
nares. The face contacting surface 110 also comprises two
separate cheek surfaces 122, which extend between the lip
surface 120 of the face contacting surface 110 and a lateral
surface 124 of the face contacting surface 110. The cheek
surfaces 122 can contact the medial cheek surface of the user
and/or the lateral nose surface of the user. The lateral surface
124 can extend over the nose of the user to connect the two
cheek surfaces 122. Other configurations are possible.

As shown 1n the sectioned perspective view of FIG. 5, the
face contacting surface 110 preferably comprises the thin-
nest cross section of material in the seal 104. The face
contacting surface 110 advantageously can easily deform to
substantially seal against the facial contours of the user,
including one or more of the upper lip, the medial cheek, the
lateral nose and the bridge of the nose. Advantageously, the
thin cross section of the face contacting surface 110 over the
lips of the user allows for increased stretchability and results
in minimal pressure being applied to the region above the
lips of the user. The seal 104 can have any suitable con-
figuration. In the illustrated embodiment, the seal 104 1s an
inflating type. As such, the pressure contained within the
seal 104 can urge the face contacting surface 110 against the
face of the user.

With reference again to FIG. 4, the illustrated seal 104
also comprises two thickening panels 130, which are shown
in hidden lines. The panels 130 generally are positioned
along upper portions of the cheek surfaces 122, close to a
transition from the cheek surfaces 122 to the lateral surface
124. The panels 130 can be formed on an interior surface of
the seal 104. The panels 130 represent locally thickened
regions that have been found to enhance the sealing capa-
bility of the seal 104. It presently 1s believed that the panels
130 increase a lateral pressure against the lateral nose
surface of the user, which allows pressure from the seal 104
to better contour to the shape of the nose of the user. In other
words, the panels 130 may cause a pinching eflect on the
lateral s1des of the nose of the user to allow the pressure from
the seal 104 to better contour to the shape of the nose of the
user.

With reference to FIG. 5 and FIG. 6, the inside surface of
the seal 104 further comprises at least one thickened band
132. While a single thickened band 132 1s shown 1n FIG. 5
and FIG. 6, 1n some configurations, two or more thickened
bands or thickened regions can be provided keeping 1n mind
a desire to achieve the characteristics provided by the

thickened band 132.
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The 1llustrated thickened band 132 1s positioned along a
sidewall 134 of the seal 104. The sidewall 134 extends
forwardly from the face contacting surface 110. The band
132 preferably comprises a larger lower region 136 on an
inside of each lateral side of the seal 104 and a thinner
connecting rib 140 that extends between the lower regions
136 by wrapping around the upper portion of the inside of
the seal 104. When the seal 104 receives pressure from the
system 22, the thickened band 132 helps to reduce the
likelithood of, and/or the degree of, the sidewall 134 bal-
looning outward. Ballooning outward of the sidewall 134
can cause undesired changes 1n a shape of the seal 104,
which can adversely impact performance of the seal 104.

With reference to FIG. 5, the sidewall 134 preferably
comprises a thin walled proximal portion 142 (i.e., close to
the face of the user) and a thin wall distal portion 144 (1.e.,
away Irom the face of the user). The thin walled proximal
portion 142 1s connected to the thin walled distal portion 144
with the thickened band 132. Preferably, the face contacting,
surface 110 forms a flange that curls inward from the thin
walled proximal portion 142. More preferably, the face
contacting surface 110 tapers away from the proximal por-
tion 142 of the sidewall 134.

With reference to FIG. 5 still, the distal portion 144 curls
inward toward the clip 106 at a shoulder 146. In some
configurations, the distal portion 144 curls inward toward a
rim 150 at the shoulder 146. In the illustrated configuration,
the nm 150 1s overmoulded with a portion of the clip 106.

The shoulder combined with the thin wall distal portion
144 and the thickened band 132 allows the seal 104 to
exhibit a rolling action similar to that disclosed in U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Nos. 61/476,188, filed on
Apr. 15, 2011, 61/504,295, filed on Jul. 4, 2011, 61/553,067,
filed on Oct. 28, 2011, 61/533,872, filed on Oct. 31, 2011
and International Patent Application No. PCT/M2012/
000858, filed on Apr. 13, 2012, the entireties of which are
hereby incorporated by reference herein. The rolling action
1s represented rather schematically in FIG. 6 by the dash-dot
line and 1ndicated by reference letter R. The distal portion of
the seal 104 can pivot about a hinge point H while the distal
most portion will roll over itself 1n the region of the
shoulder, as indicated by the rolled portion R shown 1n
dash-dot line in FIG. 6.

The thin wall distal portion 144 and the tighter radius of
the shoulder 146 helps to cause a controlled buckling and
rolling of the seal 104. In addition, when under pressure
from the system 22, the internal pressure facilitates the
rolling action by reducing the likelihood of the seal sticking,
upon 1itself i the rolling region. Moreover, the stiffened
band 132 extends downward toward the hinge point H but
need not extend below the hinge point H. The stiffened band
132 also acts as a limit to the degree to which the distal
portion 144 can roll and deform. Thus, the distal portion 144
can only roll until the thickened band 132 abuts the rim 150.

In addition, by positioming the thin walled proximal
portion 142 between the stiffened band 132 and the face
contacting surface 110, the thin walled proximal portion 142
can deform slightly during donning of the mask assembly
100. Preferably, the thin walled proximal portion 142 may
deform to some degree before the distal portion 144. The
rolling eflect provides an enhanced comiort level for the
user. Advantageously, the rolling effect allows the shape of
the seal 104 to change to accommodate a wide range of nasal
bridge heights while maintaining minimal changes to load.

With reference to FIG. 7, a graphical depiction 1s provided
of test data showing a difference provided by the rolling
ellect. Two masks, a prior art nasal mask sold by Fisher &

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

Paykel Healthcare under the trademark Zest™ was com-
pared to a prototype mask having a rolling effect. Deforma-
tion of the masks in the nose bridge region was shown as a
function of the force required to create the deformation. As
illustrated, over a full range of deformation, the prototype
mask remained well below 1.5 N while the prior art mask
exceeded 4 N of force over the same range of deformation.
Moreover, as shown 1n FIG. 7, at all distances of deforma-
tion, the prototype mask was well below the prior art mask.
Thus, the total force from no displacement to full displace-
ment of the prototype mask was about 1 N. Moreover, the
increase 1n force experienced over the final 7 mm (e.g., 13

mm to 20 mm displacement) of displacement was less than
about 0.3 N.

With reference to FIGS. 17-23, an alternative embodi-
ment of an interface assembly 100 includes a seal 104
having at least one lower thickened band 300 1n addition or
alternative to the thickened band 132. With the exception of

the at least one lower thickened band 300 and other features
described below, the interface assembly 100 of FIGS. 17-23

1s the same as or similar to the interface assembly 100 of
FIGS. 2-16. Theretfore, the same reference numbers are used
to denote the same or corresponding components or features
in both embodiments. With particular reference to FIG. 20,
preferably, lower thickened band 300 1s provided 1n addition
to the thickened band 132. The lower thickened band 300 1s
located within a lower portion of the seal 104 and, prefer-
ably, within a lower half of the seal 104 and/or below the
thickened band 132. The thickened band 300 1s positioned
along a lower portion of the sidewall 134 of the seal 104 and
preferably 1s generally or substantially aligned 1n a fore-aft
direction with the thickened band 132. However, 1n other
arrangements, the bands 132, 300 could be offset from one
another in the fore-aft direction. In other alternative arrange-
ments, a portion or all of the thickened bands 132 and/or 300
could be arranged generally or substantially in a horizontal
plane when the seal 104 1s 1n an upright position (oriented
as 1 FIG. 20). In some such arrangements, one or more
thickened bands 132 and/or 300 could extend generally or
substantially mm a lateral direction of the seal 104. For
example, a single thickened band 132 or 300 could be
provided, which, 1n some arrangements, could be generally
or substantially at a mid-line of the seal 104. Alternatively,
two or more thickened bands 132 or 300 could be provided,
which, for example, could be spaced above and below a
mid-line of the seal 104. Furthermore, a combination of one
or more generally or substantially lateral bands and one or
more generally or substantially vertical or circumierential
bands could be provided.

The illustrated band 300 preferably comprises a larger
upper region 302 on an inside of each lateral side of the seal
104 and a thinner connecting rib 304 that extend between the
larger upper regions 302. The upper regions 302 and/or the
connecting rib 304 preferably are generally similar in shape
to the lower region 136 and rib 140 of the band 132.
However, 1n the illustrated arrangement, the band 300 1is
scaled down to a somewhat smaller size than the band 132
to correspond to the lower portion of the seal 104 being
somewhat thinner (in a fore-aft direction) than an upper
portion of the seal 104. Preferably, the band 300 performs a
substantially similar or identical function to the band 132.
For example, the band 300 preferably reduces the likelihood
and/or degree of the sidewall 134 ballooning outward and
allows a lower portion of the seal 104 to exhibit a rolling
action 1 a manner similar or identical to that described
above with respect to the band 132.
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With reference now to FIG. 8, three different cross
sections are illustrated on a lower right portion of the
illustrated seal 104. A lower most cross section, which 1s
proximate to a corner of the illustrated seal 104, carries
reference letter A. A slightly higher cross section carries
reference letter B and an even higher cross section carries
reference letter C. As 1illustrated, the intermediate cross
section B 1s substantially thicker than the two adjacent cross
sections A, C. Although the three cross sections A, B, C are
relatively close together, the wide differences in thickness
results 1n the ability to create localized loading against the
tace of the user.

It presently 1s believed that the face of the user can
tolerate more loads or pressure 1n certain regions compared
to other regions. By increasing the thickness of the side wall
134, forces can be better transmitted through the sidewall
134 from the clip 106 to the face contacting surface 110.
Similarly, reduced thicknesses 1n the side wall 134 results 1n
less force being transmitted between the clip 106 and the
face contacting surface 110 through the side wall. In some
configurations, 1t 1s believed that the face of the user can
better tolerate pressure 1n the region of the maxilla, just
below the zygomatic progress. For this reason, the lower
corner regions 152 comprise a region of increased thickness
(e.g., section B). When coupled with a forehead contact
point provided by the frame 102, a triangle support can be
defined among the two lower regions 152 of the seal 104 and
the forehead contact point. The triangular support provides
a stable platform on the face that can help resist dislodging
during use.

To permanently attach the seal 104 to the clip 106,
overmolding can be used. With reference to FIG. 9, the clip
106 1s shown without the seal 104 attached. The clip 106 can
be formed of any suitable rigid or semirigid material. In one
configuration, the clip 106 1s formed from a polycarbonate
material. Because the seal 104 preferably 1s formed from a
silicone material and because the clip 106 1s formed from a
polycarbonate material, a retention structure 160 has been
provided on the clip 106 to allow the seal 104 to be secured
overmoulded onto the clip 106. In other words, the silicone
material of the seal 104 generally does not adhere to the
polycarbonate material of the clip 106 so the seal 104 1s
retained on the clip 106 by positively locking the silicone
material around features of the retention structure 160.

The retention structure 160 of the clip 106 1s formed at a
proximal end 162 of the clip 106. While the illustrated
retention structure 160 1s integrally formed with the clip 106,
the two could be separately formed and secured together in
any suitable manner. The integrated construction, however,
provides improved manufacturability and a more durable
finished product.

The retention structure 160 comprises a plurality of posts
164 that define a plurality of slots 166. Preferably, the posts
164 are spaced about a peripheral surface 168 that defines an
opening 170 at the proximal end of the clip 106. More
preferably, the posts 164 are substantially equally spaced
about the peripheral surface 168. Even more preferably, the
posts 164 are spaced about the peripheral surface 168 such
that a ratio of approximately 1:2 1s defined between the posts
164 and the intervening slots 166. The 1:2 ratio has been
found to maximize a strength of connection between the seal
104 and the clip 106.

With continued reference to FIG. 9 and FIG. 10, the
retention structure 160 preferably comprises at least one
distal surface 172 and at least one proximal surface 174 that
are generally parallel to each other. In the 1llustrated con-
figuration, the at least one distal surface 172 comprises a
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ring-like surface that encircles the proximal end 162 of the
clip 106 while the at least one proximal surface 174 com-
prises a plurality of ends of the posts 164. The parallel
surfaces 172, 174 help to minimize compression and result-
ing distortion from the clamp forces experienced during the
overmoulding process.

Moreover, as shown 1n FIG. 9 and FIG. 10, the slots 166
generally are enclosed by a ring 176. In the illustrated
configuration, the ring 176 encircles an outside of the posts
164 at the distal end of the posts 164. Other configurations
also may be possible. The 1llustrated construction, however,
provides a simple to manufacture construction.

With reference to FIG. 10, a distal end 180 of the clip 106
1s configured to mount to the frame 102. Preferably, the clip
106 1s easily mounted to the frame 102 and easily removed
from the frame 102 such that cleaning of the clip 106 and
attached seal 104 can be facilitated. More preferably, the
distal portion 180 i1s adapted to seal with a surface of the
frame 102. Even more preferably, a distal surface 182 1is
adapted to seal against a surface of the frame 102.

With reference still to FIG. 10, the distal portion 180 of
the clip 106 comprises one or more recesses 184. Preferably,
the recesses 184 also are designed to seal against the frame
102. In particular, the low profile frame 102 comprises one
or more protrusions 190 that extend rearward toward the clip
106. To provide a close fit and to reduce the profile of the
assembly 100, the recesses 184 in the clip 106 advanta-
geously accommodate these protrusions.

With reference to FIG. 3 and FIG. 11, the frame 102 and
the clip 106 preferably connect together in an airtight or
sealed relationship. In the illustrated configuration, the
frame 102 comprises a mounting boss 192 that extends
toward the clip 106. The mounting boss 192 comprises an
outer surface 194 over which an inner surface 196 of the
distal end 180 of the clip 106 slides. Preferably, the con-
nection between the boss 192 and the distal end 180 of the
clip 106 1s a taper fit. More preferably, the connection
comprises a 1:40 medical taper, which provides a sealing
surface to minimize leakage between the two components.
Even more preferably, the taper connection comprises an
interference fit with 2 mm of travel when measured from a
rear face 200 of the frame 102 to the distal surface 182 of the
clip 106. While the outer surface 194 of the illustrated boss
192 and the mner surface 196 of the 1llustrated distal end 180
are generally cylindrical, other shapes are possible.

With reference to FIGS. 17-23, the alternative interface
assembly 100 includes a modification of the removable
mounting arrangement between the clip 106 and the frame
102. In particular, the mounting boss 192 comprises a wall
portion that 1s intermittent or non-continuous around 1its
circumierence. Preferably, a proximal end (1.e., closest to the
user) includes at least one and preferably a plurality of
recesses or notches 310 that extend toward a distal end of the
mounting boss 192 to facilitate the connection of the clip
106 to the frame 102. In particular, the notches 310 allow the
wall portions of the boss 192 1n between the notches 310 to
flex mmwardly to effectively reduce the diameter of the
mounting boss 192 during assembly of the clip 106 to the
frame 102. In the illustrated arrangement, the notches 310
are generally or substantially triangular in shape and four
notches 310 are provided. However, other shapes (e.g.,
generally or substantially rectangular, square, trapezoidal,
semicircular) and numbers (e.g., 2, 3, 5, 6 or more) of
notches 301 can be used. In addition, preferably the notches
310 are spaced unevenly around the circumierence of the
mounting boss 192. In the illustrated arrangement, the
notches 310 are arranged 1n an upper pair and a lower pair
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in which the circumierential distances between the indi-
vidual notches 310 of the upper and lower pairs are less than
the circumierential distances between a notch 310 of the
upper pair and the adjacent notch 310 of the lower parr.
Preferably, 1n other respects, the mounting boss 192 of the
interface assembly 100 of FIGS. 17-23 i1s similar to the
mounting boss 192 of the interface assembly 100 of FIGS.

2-16, including the taper {it, for example.
The clip 106 and frame 102 of FIGS. 17-23 preferably

also 1ncludes an interference or interlocking arrangement
320 that assists in maintaining the connection between the
clip 106 and the frame 102 and/or increases the force
required to separate the clip 106 from the frame 102. Such
an arrangement desirably reduces the likelihood of uninten-
tional or undesired separation of the clip 106 and frame 102.
Preferably, one of the clip 106 and frame 102 comprises at
least one protrusion and the other of the clip 106 and frame
102 comprises at least one recess sized and shaped to
accommodate the protrusion. In the illustrated arrangement,
the clip 106 includes a pair of protrusions 322 and the frame
102 includes a complementary pair of recesses 324; how-
ever, this arrangement could also be reversed. Preferably, the
protrusions 322 are located on the top and bottom of the
inner surface 196 of the distal end 180 of the clip 106 and
the recesses 324 are located on the top and bottom of the
outer surface 194 of the mounting boss 192 of the frame 102.
In the illustrated arrangement, the protrusions 322 and
recesses 324 are diametrically opposed from one another
and each 1s elongated 1n a circumierential direction of the
respective surfaces 196 and 194 to maximize the length of
the interfering or interlocking surfaces tending to inhibit
separation of the frame 102 and clip 106 and minimize the
length 1n the axial direction.

Preferably, the frame 102 of the interface assembly 100 of
FIGS. 17-23 includes at least one recess 330 that, in use,
accommodates the distal portion 180 of the clip 106. In the
illustrated arrangement, the frame 102 includes a pair of
recesses 330 that are positioned on opposing sides of the
mounting boss 192 and interact with the clip 106 to imnhibit
or prevent rotation of the clip 106 relative to the frame 102.
Preferably, lower ends of the recesses 330 are positioned
close to the mounting boss 192 and upper ends of the
recesses 330 extend laterally outward away from the mount-
ing boss 192. In comparison to the clip 106 of FIGS. 2-16,
at least a portion of a circumierence of the distal portion 180
of the clip 106 of FIGS. 17-23 has a smaller wall thickness.
The clip 106 of FIGS. 17-23 transitions to a larger wall
thickness portion at a shoulder 332, which defines a distally-
tacing surface 334. Preferably, the surface 334 contacts an
end surface 336 of the recesses 330 1n addition to the distal
surface 182 contacting the frame 102, as illustrated 1n FIG.
19, to assist 1n creating a seal between the clip 106 and the
frame 102. In addition, the contact between the surface 334
and the end surface 336 can define a completely connected
position between the clip 106 and the frame 102. The
shoulders 332 can be defined by the recesses 184 of the clip
106 and, thus, can be coextensive with the recesses 184.
Engagement of the recesses 184 and the recesses 330 can
inhibit or prevent rotation of the clip 106 relative to the
frame 102. In other arrangements, the shoulders 332 could
circumscribe a greater distance than the recesses 184 or a
single shoulder 332 could circumscribe the entire distal
portion 180.

With reference to FIG. 3 and FIG. 11, the boss 192
preferably surrounds an iner surface 202 that defines a
socket for a ball connection 204 to the connector 108. In the
illustrated configuration, the connector 108 generally com-
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prises an elbow 206 and a swivel 210. The swivel 210 can
be used to connect to the ispiratory conduit 24 or other

breathing tube. Preferably, the elbow 206 1s connected to the
frame 102 with the joint defined by the ball 204 and the
socket 202 while the swivel 204 1s connected to the elbow

with a cantilevered bump configuration 212.

The joint defined by the ball 204 and the socket 202
preferably enables a limited range of pivotal movement. In
some configurations, the ball 204 can pivot up to about 30

degrees relative to the socket 202. Other ranges of pivotal
movement also can be defined 1f desired.

In the 1llustrated configuration, the ball 204 1s pressed 1nto
the socket 202 of the frame 102 from the side of the frame
102 having the rear face 202. In other words, the elbow 206

1s fed through the socket 202 and the ball 204 1s pressed nto

engagement with the socket 202. In such a configuration, the
clbow 206 1s unlikely to be easily disassembled from the
frame 102 by the user.

On the other hand, the swivel 210 1s designed to be easily
removed from the elbow 206. Preferably, the swivel 210 1s
tully rotatable about 1ts axis relative to the elbow 206 and the
swivel 210 can be removed axially from the elbow 206 with
as little as about 30 N of force. Moreover, the connection
between the elbow 206 and the swivel 210 preferably 1s
designed to reduce leakage at the connection. In the 1llus-

trated configuration, leakage 1s maintained at less than about
0.05 to about 0.4 L/min at 10 cm H,O.

With reference to FIG. 3, a distal end 214 of the elbow
206 preferably comprises two or more cut out regions or
recesses 216. The recesses 216 can have any suitable shape
and, in the 1llustrated configuration, the recesses 216 com-
prise a semicircular configuration that extends upward nto
the distal end 214 of the elbow 206. The distal end 214 of
the elbow 206 also comprises at least one bump 220, and
preferably two or more bumps 220. Preferably, each of the
bumps 220 extends around an arc of about 70 degrees. More
preferably, each of the bumps 220 1s generally centered
between two recesses 216 and each of the bumps 220
extends about 70 degrees around an outer surface of the
distal end 214 of the elbow 206.

The swivel 210 preferably i1s generally cylindrical 1n
configuration. As shown in FIG. 3, the swivel 210 has an
inwardly extending rnidge 222. The nidge 222 preferably
encircles the entire inner surface. In some configurations, the
ridge 222 can be interrupted. Preferably, however, the ridge
222 does not have any interruptions large enough to accom-
modate the entire bump 220 such that the nidge 222 and the
bump 220 can cooperate to keep the swivel 210 mounted
over the distal end 214 of the elbow 206. When assembling
the swivel 210 to the elbow 206, the recesses 216 allow the
bumps 220 to detlect inward such that the bumps 220 can
slide over the ridge 222 and then snap back outward to
secure the bumps 220 under the ridge 222. For this reason,
the distance from a shoulder 224 (see FIG. 12) to the top of
the bump 220 (shown as X 1n FIG. 12) 1s substantially equal
to or slightly larger than a distance from a proximal end 226
of the swivel (see FIG. 3) to the bottom edge of the ridge
220.

With reference now to FI1G. 12, the elbow 206 preferably
comprises a plurality of integrally formed exhaust holes 230.
While the exhaust holes 230 could be formed on a separate
insert that 1s secured to the elbow 206, integrally forming the
exhaust holes 230 provides a cleaner aesthetic appearance
and provides simplified assembly of the interface assembly
100. The exhaust holes pretferably are formed on a surface of
the elbow 206 that 1s on an outside of the turn from the
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proximal end, which has the ball 204, toward the distal end
214. Other configurations are possible.

With reference to FIG. 13, the exhaust holes 230 prefer-
ably comprise a two part configuration. A proximal end 232
of one or more of the exhaust holes 230 forms a conical
shaped depression 1nto an inner surface 234. In other words,
the proximal end 232 of one or more of the exhaust holes
230 comprises a countersink-shaped surface. A distal end
236 of one or more of the exhaust holes 230 comprises a
trumpet-shaped surface. In other words, the distal end of one
or more ol the exhaust holes 230 comprises a part of an
hourglass shape. Preferably, the conical shape of the proxi-
mal end 232 and the trumpet shape of the distal end 236 are
generally axially aligned and feature a smooth transition
between the two shapes. More preferably, all or substantially
all of the exhaust holes 230 have this configuration. Even
more preferably, the axial centerlines of all or substantially
all of the exhaust holes 230 are generally parallel to each
other.

With continued reference to FIG. 13, the proximal ends
232 of the exhaust holes 230 preferably define a conical
surface that, when viewed 1n cross section, are substantially
parallel to an axial centerline CL of the proximal end of the
clbow. In other words, the axial centerline CL generally
correlates to a direction of msertion and removal of a die or
insert during manufacture. More preferably, when viewed 1n
cross-section, the proximal ends 232 of the exhaust holes
have at least one sidewall (when viewed 1n section) that,
when viewed 1n section, will extend generally parallel to
(see reference line PL) or extend generally skewed relative
to parallel such that the surface extends away from parallel
in moving in a proximal direction (i.e., as the proximal end
232 expands). In this manner, the proximal ends 232 of all
or a substantial portion of the exhaust holes 230 can be
formed from a single 1nsert while allowing the insert to be
casily withdraw. In some configurations, the insert or die can
be withdrawn through the distal end 214 of the elbow and
the exhaust holes 230 have surfaces that are suitably con-
figured for such a direction of insertion and removal of the
insert.

Preferably, the wall thickness (1.e., a distance between the
inner surface 234 and the outer surface 240) is approxi-
mately 1.5 mm. In such a configuration, the proximal end
232 (1.e., the conical portion 1n FIG. 14) 1s approximately 0.5
mm while the distal end 236 (1.¢., the trumpet portion in FIG.
14) 1s approximately 1.0 mm. Other dimensions and con-
figurations are possible. The illustrated configuration has
been found to suitably reduce a noise level associated with
the air stream exiting the exhaust holes 230.

With reference again to FIG. 2, one or more headgear
clips 250 are shown attached to the frame 102. In the
illustrated configuration, two headgear clips 250 are secured
to the frame 102. The frame 102 generally comprises an ear
252 that 1s associated with each headgear clip 250. The ears
252 preterably extend generally laterally outward from the
inner surface 202 that defines the socket for the elbow 206.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 15, each of the ears 252 includes a
post 254 while each of the clips 250 includes a hook 256.
The hook 256 and the post 254 provide an easily connectable
and disconnectable configuration. Preferably, the clips 250
are symmetrical such that a single clip can be used on both
the left and the right sides of the frame 102.

In some configurations, a slight interference can be pro-
vided between the hook 256 and the post 254 such that the
hook 256 1s less likely to madvertently disengage during use.
In some configurations, the hook 256 and the post 254 can
be shaped such that disengagement 1s easier with the hook
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256 1n certain angular orientations about the post 254 (e.g.,
pivoting the hook 256 about the post 254 and away from the
seal 106 can allow easier separation due to a profile of the
post 254). Moreover, because the hook 256 1s capable of
pivoting relative to the post 254, the angular onientation of
the clip 250 relative to the frame 102 can be varied such that
differing shapes of heads can be easily accommodated.

Each clip 250 includes a slot 260 defined trough a main
body 262 of the clip 250. The slot 260 i1s sized and
configured to accommodate a lower strap 264 of a headgear
assembly 266. Preferably, the lower strap 264 loops through
the slot 260 and folds back over 1tself. More preferably, the
lower strap 264 includes a hook and loop fastener portion
such that the lower strap 264 loops through the slot 260,
folds back over itself and 1s secured to itself. Other con-
figurations also can be used.

The headgear assembly 266 also comprises a pair of top
straps 270 and a pair of upper straps 272. The top straps 270,
the upper straps 272 and the bottom straps 264 preferably
meet at a central body 274. Moreover, each of the straps 264,
2770, 272 preferably terminates with a tab 276 that can form
a portion of a hook and loop fastener. The tabs 276 can be
ultrasonically welded onto the ends of the straps 264, 270,

272.

Together, the straps 264, 270, 272 and the body 274 define
the headgear assembly 266. In some configurations, the
headgear assembly comprises a three-layer construction,
which 1includes layers formed of Lycra, foam and UBL
(unbroken loop) matenals. Advantageously, the UBL mate-
rial provides a surface onto which the tabs 276 can stick. In
some configurations, the thickness of the three-layer con-
struction 1s about 4 mm.

The top straps 270 can be connected together with a
buckle that will sit generally at the top of the head. When
combined together with the buckle, the top straps 270
generally define a crown strap. The upper straps 272 loop
through slots 280 (see FIG. 2) formed 1n a t-piece section of
the frame 102 and the lower straps 264 loop through the
clips 250 as described above. In some configurations, the
slots 280 1n the t-piece section of the frame 102 have a break
in the material defining the slots 280 such that the loop
defined by the upper straps 272 can be attached and detached
to the frame 102 without separating the tab 276 from the
portion of the strap 272 to which the tab 276 1s attached with
the hook and loop fastener.

In the alternative interface arrangement 100 of FIGS.
17-23, the slots 280 define openings 340 at bottom ends of
the slots 280 and have closed ends 342 at the top ends
thereol. In particular, a central portion 344 of the frame 102
extends along inner sides of the slots 280 and transitions into
an upper portion 346 that defines the closed ends 342 of the
slots 280. Outer portlons 350 extend along outer sides of the
slots 280 and terminate 1n inwardly-extending tabs 352 that
extend toward the central portion 344, but stop short thereof
to define the openings 340 of the slots 280. The upper closed
ends 342 prevent the upper straps 272 from becoming
disconnected from the frame 102 1n an upward direction and
the tabs 352 inhibit unintentional or undesirable disconnec-
tion of the upper straps 272 from the frame 102 1n a
downward direction.

The body 274 preferably i1s defined as regions that inter-
connect the various straps 264, 270, 272 and the regions that
taper to the straps 264, 270, 272 to provide reinforcement to
the 1ntersections of the straps 264, 270, 272. The body 2374
can be configured to sit below the Inion point of the skull.
Such a positioming on the user decreases movement of the
headgear assembly 266 when the user turns the head.
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Moreover, with the straps attached a three dimensional
configuration results from generally straight strap configu-
rations. In other words, as shown 1n FIG. 16, the lower straps
264 extend 1n a substantially straight manner from the body
274. As such, a generally central line LS extends along each
of the lower straps 264. Similarly, as shown in FIG. 16, the
upper straps 272 also extend 1n a substantially straight
manner from the body 274. As such, a generally central line
US extends along both the upper straps 272. In the illustrated
configuration, the central line US do not intersect the entire
body 274. In other words, the body has a portion that 1s oflset
from, and not intersected by, the central line US. In some
configurations, the generally central lines LS are positioned
at an angle relative to the generally central line US. Pret-
erably, the angle 1s between about 20 degrees and about 50
degrees.

In the illustrated configuration, the lower strap central
lines LS 1ntersect at a location between the body 274 and the
upper strap central line US. In some configurations, the
lower strap central lines LS 1ntersect to the same side of the
upper strap central line US as the lower straps 264 are
positioned. In some configurations, the intersection of the
lower strap central lines LS 1s oflset a distance N from the
upper strap central line US. Preferably, the distance M 1s
about 23 mm. In some configurations, the lower strap central
lines LS intersect the upper strap central line US at locations
that are spaced apart by a distance M. Preferably, the
distance M 1s about 43 mm. Other configurations also are
possible.

Although the present mmvention has been described 1in
terms of a certain embodiment, other embodiments apparent
to those of ordinary skill 1n the art also are within the scope
of this invention. Thus, various changes and modifications
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention. For instance, various components may be
repositioned as desired. Moreover, not all of the features,
aspects and advantages are necessarily required to practice
the present invention. Accordingly, the scope of the present
invention 1s mtended to be defined only by the claims that
tollow.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A seal member for an interface assembly, the seal
member configured to fit over a nose of a user 1n use, the seal
member comprising;

a sidewall extending around a periphery of the seal
member and having upper and lower sections, the
upper section defining an apex of the seal member
shaped to it over a bridge of the nose of the user 1n use,
the lower section defining left and right corners of the
seal member, wherein left and rnight portions of the
lower section of the sidewall proximate to the left and
right corners of the seal member, respectively, are
thickened relative to adjacent portions of the sidewall
that are adjacent to the left and right portions;

a thickened band positioned along the sidewall and
extending from a left side of the apex, over the apex, to
a right side of the apex of the sidewall, the thickened
band projecting inwardly from an inner surface of the
sidewall that faces the user 1n use;

a flange extending inwardly from a proximal end of the
stdewall, the flange comprising a face contacting sur-
face that 1s configured to bear against a face of the user
and an 1interior surface opposite the face contacting
surface, the flange comprising an edge that at least
partially defines an opening, a lip surface disposed at a
lower portion of the flange and adapted to contact the
face of the user 1n use at a location above a vermillion
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border and below nares of the user, a lateral surface
disposed at an upper portion of the flange and adapted
to extend over a bridge of the nose of the user, and left
and right cheek surfaces disposed on the upper portion
of the flange and extending between the lip surface and
the lateral surface, the left and right cheek surfaces
adapted to contact at least two of left and right medial
cheek surfaces of the user and left and right lateral nose
surfaces of the user; and
a left thickened panel positioned along a left side of the
upper portion of the flange, and a right thickened panel
positioned along a right side of the upper portion of the
flange, the left and right thickened panels being con-
figured to provide additional pressure pressing the
flange against lateral sides of the nose of the user 1n use;
wherein each of the left and night thickened panels
comprises a substantially trapezoidal pad projecting
from the interior surface of the flange away from the
face contacting surface, the left and rnight thickened
panels defining locally thickened regions of the flange
that are thicker than the remainder of the flange,
wherein each of the first and second thickened panels
are spaced from the thickened band, and wherein the
edge of the opening forms an mmnermost side of the
substantially trapezoidal pad.

2. The seal member according to claim 1, wherein shortest
sides of the left and right thickened panels are disposed
along the edge of the flange that at least partially defines the
opening.

3. The seal member according to claim 1, wherein longest
sides of the left and right thickened panels are disposed
parallel to the edge of the flange that at least partially defines
the opening.

4. The seal member according to claim 1, wherein the left
and right thickened panels have top edges angled relative to
the edge of the tlange, and bottom edges perpendicular to the
edge of the flange.

5. A seal member for an interface assembly, the seal
member configured to {it over a nose of a user in use, the seal
member comprising;

a sidewall extending around a periphery of the seal
member and having upper and lower sections, the
upper section defimng an apex of the seal member
shaped to fit over a bridge of the nose of the user in use;

a flange extending mmwardly from a proximal end of the
stdewall, the flange comprising a face contacting sur-
face that 1s configured to bear against a face of the user
and an interior surface opposite the face contacting
surface, the flange comprising an edge that at least
partially defines an opening, a lip surface disposed at a
lower portion of the flange and adapted to contact the
face of the user 1n use at a location below nares of the
user, a lateral surface disposed at an upper portion of
the flange and adapted to extend over a bridge of the
nose of the user, and left and rnight cheek surfaces
disposed on the upper portion of the flange and extend-
ing between the lip surface and the lateral surface; and

a left thickened panel positioned along a lett side of the
upper portion of the flange, and a right thickened panel
positioned along a right side of the upper portion of the

flange, the left and right thickened panels being con-
figured to provide additional pressure pressing the
flange against lateral sides of the nose of the user in use;
wherein each of the left and night thickened panels
comprises a substantially trapezoidal pad projecting
from the interior surface of the flange away from the
face contacting surface, the left and right thickened
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panels defining locally thickened regions of the flange
that are thicker than the remainder of the flange, and
wherein the edge of the opening forms an innermost
side of the substantially trapezoidal pad.

6. The seal member according to claim 3, the lower
section of the sidewall defining left and right corners of the
seal member, wherein left and right portions of the lower
section of the sidewall proximate to the left and right corners
of the seal member, respectively, are thickened relative to
adjacent portions of the sidewall that are adjacent to the lett
and right portions.

7. The seal member according to claim 3 additionally
comprising a thickened band positioned along the sidewall
and extending from a left side of the apex, over the apex, to
a right side of the apex of the sidewall, the thickened band
projecting inwardly from an inner surface of the sidewall,
wherein each of the first and second thickened panels are
spaced from the thickened band.

8. The seal member according to claim 3, wherein the left
and right cheek surfaces are each adapted to contact at least
two of left and right medial cheek surfaces of the user and
left and right lateral nose surfaces of the user in use.

9. The seal member according to claim 3, wherein shortest
sides of the left and right thickened panels are disposed
parallel to the edge of the tlange that at least partially defines
the opening.

10. The seal member according to claim 5, wherein
longest sides of the left and night thickened panels are
disposed parallel to the edge of the flange that at least
partially defines the opening.

11. The seal member according to claim 3, wherein the
left and rnight thickened panels have top edges angled
relative to the edge of the flange, and bottom edges perpen-
dicular to the edge of the flange.

12. A seal member for an interface assembly, the seal
member configured to {it over a nose of a user 1n use, the seal
member comprising:

a sidewall extending around a periphery of the seal
member and having upper and lower sections, the
upper section defimng an apex of the seal member
shaped to fit over a bridge of the nose of the user 1n use;

a flange extending inwardly from a proximal end of the
sidewall, the flange comprising a face contacting sur-
face that 1s configured to bear against a face of the user
an 1nterior surface opposite the face contacting surface,
and an edge that at least partially defines an opening;
and

a left thickened panel positioned on the interior surface
along a leit side of an upper portion of the flange, and
a right thickened panel positioned on the interior sur-
face along a right side of the upper portion of the flange,
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the left and right thickened panels configured to pro-
vide additional pressure pressing the flange against
lateral sides of the nose of the user in use, and wherein

the edge of the opening forms an innermost side of each
of the left and right thickened panels.

13. The seal member according to claim 12, the flange
comprising a lip surface disposed at a lower portion of flange
and adapted to contact the face of the user 1n use at a location
below nares of the user, a lateral surface disposed at an upper
portion of the flange and adapted to extend over a bridge of
the nose of the user, and left and right cheek surfaces
disposed on the upper portion of the flange and extending
between the lip surface and the lateral surface.

14. The seal member according to claim 12, wherein each
of the left and right thickened panels comprises a substan-
tially trapezoidal pad projecting from the interior surface of
the flange away from the face contacting surface, the left and
right thickened panels defining locally thickened regions of
the tlange that are thicker than the remainder of the flange.

15. The seal member according to claim 12, wherein the
lower section of the sidewall defines lett and right corners of
the seal member, wherein left and right portions of the lower
section of the sidewall proximate to the left and right corners
of the seal member, respectively, are thickened relative to
adjacent portions of the sidewall that are adjacent to the left
and right portions.

16. The seal member according to claim 12 additionally
comprising a thickened band positioned along the sidewall
and extending from a left side of the apex, over the apex, to
a right side of the apex of the sidewall, the thickened band
projecting mwardly from an inner surface of the sidewall,
wherein each of the first and second thickened panels are
spaced from the thickened band.

17. The seal member according to claim 13, wherein the
lett and rnight cheek surfaces are adapted to contact at least
two of left and right medial cheek surfaces of the user and
lett and right lateral nose surfaces of the user 1n use.

18. The seal member according to claim 13, wherein
shortest sides of the left and right thickened panels are
disposed along the edge of the tlange that at least partially
defines the opening.

19. The seal member according to claam 13, wherein
shortest sides of the left and right thickened panels are
disposed parallel to the edge of the flange that at least
partially defines the opening.

20. The seal member according to claim 13, wherein
longest sides of the left and rnight thickened panels are
disposed parallel to edge of the flange that at least partially
defines the opening.
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