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PLATFORM APPARATUS FOR ACTIVELY
DISTRIBUTED QUANTITATIVE
COLLECTIVE KNOWLEDGE

BACKGROUND

The present imnvention relates to a platform device located
at a web-site and capable of forming a network with a
plurality of ID-detectable users or participants for gathering,
and processing, by the users or participants, of items of
information stored 1n memory spaces of a platform which
are 1n each case code-identifiable and assigned to a plurality
ol different topics.

Platform devices of the type mentioned above are known
in the prior art for a number of applications. They are
operated, inter alia, in the world-wide iternet. The prior
platform devices sufler from the disadvantage that 1t 1s not
possible to select predefinable links and at the same time
links according to predefinable criteria. One reason for this
may be regarded as being the fact that the current platforms
store 1items ol information, without these items of informa-
tion being attributed to strictly predefinable processing cri-
teria and to strictly predefinable evaluation criteria.

Moreover, the prior platform devices are not eflicient in
the distribution of collective knowledge.

SUMMARY

Thus 1t 1s an object of the present invention to provide a
platform device by means of which items of information
stored 1n a first memory can be evaluated by the network
participants according to strictly predefinable processing
criteria and can be supplemented or amended in some other
manner and by means of which an eflective automated
distribution of, in particular, an 1tem of qualitative informa-
tion representing collective knowledge 1s enabled.

With regard to a platform device of the type mentioned
above this object 1s achieved in that the storage spaces on the
platform are 1n each case formed by a dual unit (DulU), a
dual unit (DuU) comprising 1n each case a first storage space
assigned to a predefinable topic and provided with mitial
items of mformation formulated by an initial participant but
not editable by any other individual user or participant,
together with a second storage space which 1s assigned to the
first storage space and 1s editable by each individual user or
participant and 1s construed for importation, by the plurality
of users or participants, of supplementary information con-
cerning the imtial item of information stored in the first
storage space, an 1dentifying device being provided for the
purpose of i1dentifying all users or participants that have
imported an item of supplementary information to a pre-
defined storage space, with respect to the identifier thereof,
and to store the same 1n a user-participant register, such that,
when an importation of a new item of supplementary
information to the second storage space 1s carried out by any
one user or participant thus identified by means of an
activation unit, an automated transmission unit (DuU-feed)
containing the new item of supplementary information trans-
mits at least part of the contents of the associated dual unit
to at least some of the other users or participants registered
in the user-participant register, this being carried out by
means ol an appropriate transmitting unit.

Preferred embodiments of the invention are subject matter
of the subclaims.

In the case of the platform device of the invention, as a
result of the combination of features to the eflect that the
storage spaces on the platform are 1n each case formed by a
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dual unit (DuU), a dual unit (DuU) 1n each case comprising
a lirst storage space assigned to a predefinable topic and
provided with initial items of information formulated by an
initial participant, the first storage space not being editable
by any other individual user or participant, together with a
second storage space which 1s assigned to the first storage
space and 1s editable by any individual user or participant
and 1s construed for the importation, by the plurality of users
or participants, of supplementary information concerning
the 1mtial 1tem of information stored in the first storage
space, wherein an identifying device i1s provided for the
purpose of identifying all users or participants that have
imported an i1tem of supplementary information to a pre-
defined storage space, with respect to the 1dentifier thereot,
and for storing the same 1n a user-participant register, such
that, when a new 1tem of supplementary information 1s
imported to the second storage space by any one user or
participant, the said item being i1dentified by means of an
activation unit, a the new 1tem of supplementary information
containing an actively automated transmission unit (DulU-
teed), at least part of the contents of the associated dual unit
1s transmitted to at least some of the other registered users
or participants registered in the user-participant register by
means of an appropriate transmitting unit, there being
achieved a situation such that, on account of the fact that the
dual units are formed and contain items of information,
particularly those representing a quantitative item of infor-
mation, that are stored according to very specific processing
stipulations making them processable, amendable and
finally storable, so that the items of information provided 1n
the form of individual evaluations, individual supplements,
and individual comments form a type of collective knowl-
edge which, by means of strictly predefinable criteria,
become actively transierable to a predeterminable number of
users or participants per automated transmission unit (DuU-
feed).

The objective of a processing operation that can be
implemented by the plurality of users or participants 1s
primarily to make an initial item of information imported by
an 1nitial author to a first storage space of a dual unit
utilizable and processable by other users or participants, in
order to provide the imitial item of information with a
reliability rating or alternatively, a reliability evaluation,
which 1s placed 1n the first storage space on conclusion of a
processing operation carried out in accordance with the
invention and represents, for all interested persons, a col-
lective value clearly defined by the users or participants.

According to a first preferred embodiment of the device of
the mvention provision 1s made such that supplementary
information can be imported to the editable second storage
space by the users or participants 1n the form of evaluations
of the 1tems of information stored in the first storage space,
an evaluation being defined as the number of predefined
importations placed in the second storage space by the users
or participants.

A transmission unit (DuU-feed) containing the new item
of supplementary information can in this instance only
comprise the contents of the first storage space or, depending
on the presetting, alternatively comprise the contents of a
first storage space together with the contents of the second
storage space assigned to the first storage space.

In addition, provision may be made for a transmission unit
(DuU-feed) containing the new item of supplementary infor-
mation to be valid with respect to all other registered users
or participants registered in the user-participant register.

Alternatively, the identifiers of the identified users or
participants can be suitably adapted to form predetermined
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sub-groups ol users or participants so as to provide a
user-participant-filter incorporating the identifiers, in order
to transmit only specified transmission units (DuU-feeds) to
users or participants of one or more predefined sub-groups.

Examples of criteria for the formation of sub-groups of
users or participants include features such as age, sex,

regional location, accumulation of certain predefined web
activities, inclinations and documented interests, etc. of the
individual user or participant.

A transmission (DuU-feed) to the identifier of an i1denti-
fied user or participant preferably takes place with respect to
a transmitting unit activated by the import of the relevant
turther item of supplementary information for the purpose of
creating an information link to other registered users or
participants stored in the user-participant register.

According to an important preferred embodiment of the
device of the mvention provision 1s made such that in the
editable second storage space 1tems of supplementary infor-
mation can be provided by the users or participants in the
form of individual evaluations of the items of information
stored 1n the first storage space, at least one adding device
being provided for the purpose of counting the imported
individual evaluations, together with a memory provided 1n
the second storage space for the purpose of saving the
number of counted individual evaluations, wherein an indi-
vidual evaluation can be provided on the part of the users or
participants by eflecting a predefined importation, a collec-
tive value being defined as the number of predefined 1mpor-
tations placed by the users or participants 1n the second
storage space.

According to an important preferred embodiment of the
device of the mvention provision 1s made such that in the
editable second storage space 1tems of supplementary infor-
mation can be provided by the users or participants in the
form of individual evaluations of the items of information
stored 1n the first storage space, at least one adding device
being provided for the purpose of counting the imported
individual evaluations, together with a memory provided 1n
the second storage space for the purpose of saving the
number of counted individual evaluations, wherein an indi-
vidual evaluation can be provided on the part of the users or
participants by eflecting a predefined importation, a collec-
tive value being defined as the number of predefined 1mpor-
tations carried out by the users or participants into the
second storage space.

In this case, there 1s preferably provided a first adding
device for the purpose of counting the individually imported
positive evaluations, together with a memory for the purpose
of saving this number to the second storage space, and there
1s provided a second adding device for the purpose of
counting the individually imported negative evaluations,
together with a memory for the purpose of saving this
number to the second storage space, while an 1ndividual
evaluation can be provided by the users or participants by
means of a predefined importation, and a positive collective
value being defined as the number of predefined 1mporta-
tions to the second storage space that correspond to a
positive evaluation and a negative collective value being
defined as the number of predefined importations to the
second storage space that correspond to a negative evalua-
tion.

Furthermore, a first adding device 1s preferably provided
that adds the positive evaluations stored in the second
storage space to a first number while a second adding device
adds the negative evaluations stored in the second storage
space to a second number, a first dividing device being
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provided so as to state the ratio of the first and second
numbers 1n the form of a percentage value.

According to a further preferred embodiment of this
device of the invention, a copying device 1s provided, which
on elapse of settable time intervals successively interprets
the evaluations stored 1n the second storage space as being
usetul 1tems of information and transfers the same to the first
storage space while overwriting the relevant previous items
of information 1n the first storage space.

Furthermore, a timing device can be provided, which
transmits, within predefined constant periods of time, reset
signals to the first and second adding devices and to the first
dividing device and the copying device so as to set the
associated devices to zero on conclusion of a respective
presettable time interval and to repeat the currently assigned
function 1 an immediately following time-period of equal
length.

A predefined importation can be realized, for example 1n
the case of an individual positive evaluation, by the impor-
tation of the Western Arabic numeral ‘+1°, and a predefined
importation can be realized, for example 1n the case of an
individual negative evaluation, by importation of the West-
ern Arabic numeral ‘-1".

Furthermore, preferably any one of the participants 1s
entitled to an initial placement of a dual unit having a first
and second storage space.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The platform device of the mnvention 1s explained below
with reference to a preferred embodiment, which 1s illus-
trated in the FIGURE of the accompanying drawing.

FIG. 1 shows a theoretical embodiment of a dual unit
(DuU) according to a preferred embodiment of the invention
in the form of a block diagram.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The platform device 100 of the mnvention placed on a
web-site 1s capable of forming a network with a plurality of
ID-detectable users or participants and construed for gath-
ering and processing items of information stored 1n a plu-
rality of in each case code-identifiable and 1n each case
topic-dependent memory spaces 110 of a platform on the
part of the users or participants.

The storage spaces subdivided into a large number of
different topics 110 are formed on the platform 100 1n each
case by a dual unit (DuU), a dual unit (DuU) in each case
comprising a first storage space 111 assigned to a predefined
topic and provided with 1mitial information 114 formulated
by an imtial participant but not editable by any other
individual user or participant, together with a second storage
space 112 assigned to the first storage space 111 and editable
by any one individual user or participant and being con-
strued for importation, by the plurality of users or partici-
pants, of supplementary information 113 relevant to the
initial information 114 stored 1n the first storage space 111.

In this case, an 1dentifying device 151 1s provided for the
purpose of identifying all users or participants contributing
supplementary information 113 to a prescribed storage space
110 with respect to the identifier thereol and saving the same
to a user-participant register 171 for the purpose of under-
taking, on importation of a new i1tem ol supplementary
information 113 to the second storage space 112 by any one
of the identified users or participants, an automated trans-
mission unit (DuU-feed) containing the new supplementary
item of information 113 of at least part of the associated dual
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unit to at least some of the other registered users or partici-
pants stored in the user-participant register 171, by means of
a transmitting unit 195 provided for this purpose.

The 1dentification codes of the identified users or partici-
pants are suitable for the purpose of forming predetermined
sub-groups of users or participants for the purpose of
creating user-participant filters incorporating the identifica-
tion codes and for the purpose of using only specified
transmission units (DuU-feeds) to users or participants of
one or more predefined sub-groups.

Examples of criteria for the formation of sub-groups of
users or participants are in this case age, sex, local accu-
mulation, increase of defined web activities etc. of the
individual user or participant.

A transmission (DuU-feed) to the identifier of an i1denti-
fied user or participant takes place by means of a transmit-
ting unit 195 for the creation of an mformation link to other
registered users or participants stored into the user-partici-
pant register activated by the importation of a respective
turther 1tem of supplementary information 113.

In the editable second storage space 112, supplementary
information 113 1n the form of individual evaluations of the
items ol mformation stored in the first space 111 can be
imported by the users or participants, at least one adding
device 130 being provided for the purpose of counting the
individual evaluations imported, together with a memory
provided 1n the second storage space 112 for the purpose of
saving the number of counted individual evaluations, an
individual evaluation on the part of the users or participants
being possible by eflecting a predefined importation, a
swarm value being defined as the number of predefined
importations carried out by the users or participants to the
second storage space 112.

In the editable second storage space 112 supplementary
information 113 1n the form of individual evaluations of the
items ol mformation stored in the first space 111 can be
imported by the users or participants, at least one adding
device 130 being provided 1n the second storage space 112
for the purpose of counting the individual evaluations
imported, together with a memory in the second storage
space 112 for the purpose of saving the number of counted
individual evaluations, an individual evaluation on the part
ol a user or participant being possible by effecting a pre-
defined 1mportation, a swarm value being defined as the
number of predefined importations carried out by the users
or participants to the second storage space 112.

A first adding device 130 1s provided for the purpose of
counting the individually imported positive evaluations,
together with a memory for the purpose of saving this
number to the second storage space 112, and a second
adding device 230 1s provided for the purpose of counting
the individually mmported negative evaluations, together
with a memory for the purpose of saving this number to the
second storage space 112, and an individual evaluation 1s
made possible for the users or participants by means of a
predefined importation, while a positive swarm value 1s
defined as the number of predefined importations to the
second storage space 112 that correspond to a positive
evaluation, and a negative swarm value 1s defined as the
number of predefined importations to the second storage
space 112 that correspond to a negative evaluation. (Quan-
titative evaluation)

The first adding device 130 summates the positive evalu-
ations stored 1n the second space 112 to form a first number,
the second adding device 230 summates the negative evalu-
ations stored in the second storage space 112 to form a
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second number, a first dividing device 250 being provided 1n
order to state the ratio of the first and second numbers 1n the
form of a percentage value.

Furthermore, a copying device 270 1s provided which, on
clapse of settable time intervals, successively interprets the
cvaluations stored 1n the second space 112 as being useful
items ol information and transiers the same to the first
storage space 111 while overwriting the relevant previous
items of information 1n the first storage space 111.

A timing device 290 is provided, which, 1n predefined
constant periods of time, transmits reset signals to the first
adding device 130 and to the second adding device 230, and
also to the first dividing device 250 and to the copying
device 270, 1n order to set the associated devices to zero on
conclusion of a respective presettable time interval and to
repeat the currently assigned function in an immediately
following time-period of equal length.

In the case of an individual positive evaluation, a pre-
defined 1mportation can be realized by importation of the
Arabic number ‘+1°, and in the case of an individual
negative evaluation, a predefined importation can be
denoted by inclusion of the Western Arabic numeral *-1".

Each of the users or participants 1s entitled to make an
initial placement of a dual unit having a first storage space
111 and a second storage space 112, as imtial user or
participant.

The aforementioned exemplary embodiment of the mnven-
tion merely serves the purpose of providing a better under-
standing of the teaching of the invention as prescribed by the
claims, which teaching i1s not, as such, restricted to the
exemplary embodiment.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. One or more servers hosting a web site, the web site
comprising;

a platform device capable of forming a network with a
plurality of ID-detectable users or participants for gath-
ering and processing, by the users or participants, of
items of information stored 1n storage spaces 1n a
memory which are in each case code-identifiable and
assigned to a plurality of diflerent topics, wherein the
platiorm device comprises:
the storage spaces each being formed by a dual unit

(DuU), each said dual unit (DuU) comprising:

a first storage space assigned to a predefined topic
and provided with mitial information formulated
by an initial participant but not editable by any
other individual user or participant;

a second storage space assigned to the first storage
space, which 1s editable by any one individual user
or participant and 1s construed for the importation,
by the plurality of users or participants, of supple-
mentary information concerning the imtial infor-
mation stored 1n the first storage space;

an 1dentifying device for identifying all users or par-
ticipants that contribute supplementary information
to a prescribed storage space, with respect to the

identifier thereof, and for storing the same 1n a

user-participant register, such that, when an 1mpor-

tation of a new 1tem of supplementary information to
the second storage space 1s carried out by any one of
the users or participants thus identified by means of
an activation unit, an automated transmission unit
(DuU-feed) containing the new item of supplemen-
tary imnformation transmits at least part of the asso-
ciated dual unit to at least some of the other regis-
tered users or participants registered in the user-
participant register,
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wherein:

in the editable second storage space supplementary infor-
mation 1s imported by the users or participants in the
form of individual evaluations of the items of informa-
tion stored 1n the first space, at least one adding device
being provided for the purpose of counting the indi-
vidual evaluations imported, together with a memory
provided 1n the second storage space for the purpose of
saving the number of counted individual evaluations,
wherein an individual evaluation on the part of the
users or participants 1s carried out by eflecting a pre-
defined importation, a swarm value being defined as the
number of predefined importations mtroduced by the
users or participants into the second storage space;

a first adding device 1s provided for the purpose of
counting the imported individual positive evaluations,
together with a memory for the purpose of saving this
number to the second storage space, and a second
adding device 1s provided for the purpose of counting
the 1ndividually 1mported negative evaluations,
together with a memory for the purpose of saving this
number to the second storage space, 1t being possible
for an individual evaluation to be made by the users or
participants by means of a predefined importation,
while a positive swarm value 1s defined as the number
ol predefined importations to the second storage space
that correspond to a positive evaluation, a negative
swarm value being defined as the number of predefined
importations to the second storage space that corre-
spond to a negative evaluation; and

the first adding device adds the positive evaluations stored
in the second space to a first number and a second
adding device adds the negative evaluations stored 1n
the second space to a second number, while a first
dividing device 1s provided for the purpose of stating
the ratio of the first and second numbers 1n the form of
a percentage value.

2. The one or more servers as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein
supplementary information in the form of quantitative evalu-
ations of the items of information stored 1n the first space are
inscribable 1n the editable second storage space on the part
of the users or participants, a quantitative evaluation being
defined as the number of predefined importations to the
second storage space undertaken by the users or participants.

3. The one or more servers as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein
supplementary information in the form of individual evalu-
ations of the 1tems of information stored in the first storage
space 1s provided 1n the editable second storage space by the
users or participants, at least one adding device being
provided in the second storage space for the purpose of
counting the imndividual evaluations imported, together with
a memory serving the purpose of saving the number of
counted individual evaluations, wherein an individual evalu-
ation on the part of the users or participants 1s carried out by
cllecting a predefined importation, a swarm value being
defined as the quantitative amount (number) of the pre-
defined 1importations carried out on the part of the users or
participants in the second storage space.

4. The one or more servers as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein
a said automated transmission unit (DuU-feed) containing
the new supplementary information comprises only the
contents of the first storage space.
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5. The one or more servers as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein
the new supplementary information contained in the auto-
mated transmission unit (DuU-feed) comprises the contents
of a first storage space, together with the contents of the
second storage space assigned to the first storage space.

6. The one or more servers as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein
the new supplementary information contained in the auto-
mated transmission unit (DuU-feed) 1s transmitted to all
other registered users or participants registered in the user-
participant register.

7. The one or more servers as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein
the 1dentification codes of the 1dentified users or participants
are suitable for the purpose of forming predetermined sub-
groups ol users or participants in order to create user-
participant filters using the identification codes such that
only specified said automated transmission units (DulU-
teeds) are transmitted to users or participants of one or more
predefined sub-groups.

8. The one or more servers as claimed 1n claim 7, wherein
the criteria for the formation of sub-groups of users or
participants 1include age, sex, regional accumulation,
increase ol predefined web activities etc. of the individual
user or participant.

9. The one or more servers as claimed 1n claim 1, wherein
a said automated transmission unit (DuU-feed) to the 1den-
tifier of an 1dentified user or participant takes place by means
of a transmitting unit for the creation of an information link
to other registered users or participants present in the
user-participant register activated by the importation of a
respective further importation of supplementary informa-
tion.

10. The one or more servers as claimed in claim 1,
wherein a copying device 1s provided, which on elapse of
settable time intervals successively interprets the evalua-
tions stored in the second space that are useful i1tems of
information and transiers the same to the first storage space
while overwriting the relevant previous items of information
in the first storage space.

11. The one or more servers as claimed in claim 10,
wherein a timing device 1s provided, which 1 predefined
constant periods of time transmits reset signals to the first
adding device and to the second adding device, and also to
the first dividing device and the copying device, 1n order to
set the associated devices to zero on conclusion of a respec-
tive presettable time interval and to repeat the currently
assigned function 1n an immediately following time-period
of equal length.

12. The one or more servers as claimed in claim 1,
wherein a predefined importation 1n the case of an individual
positive evaluation 1s denoted by insertion of the Western
Arabic numeral ‘+1°.

13. The one or more servers as claimed in claim 1,
wherein a predefined importation 1n the case of an individual
negative evaluation 1s realized by insertion of the Western
Arabic numeral ‘-1".

14. The one or more servers as claimed in claim 1,
wherein any one of the participants 1s entitled to carry out an
initial placement of a dual unit having a first storage space
and a second storage space.
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