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MICROWAVE HEATING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 13/920,408 filed Jun. 18, 2013, now U.S. Pat. No.
9,363,852, 1ssued Jun. 7, 2016, which claims the priority of
European Application Serial No. 12172328.2, filed Jun. 18,
2012, both of which are incorporated herein by reference 1n
their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of microwave
heating, and in particular to a method and a microwave
heating apparatus for heating a load by means of micro-
waves.

BACKGROUND

A microwave heating apparatus, such as a microwave
oven, usually comprises a cooking chamber (or cavity) in
which a load, such as a food item, may be placed to be
heated. The microwave oven further comprises a microwave
generator, such as e.g. a magnetron, for generating micro-
waves and a transmission line for transmitting the micro-
waves to the cavity.

In a microwave oven, the operating region of the micro-
wave generator may depend on the type of load placed in the
cavity. Certain operating regions, which may e.g. deteriorate
the microwave generator, are preferably avoided. For this
purpose, during the design of a microwave oven, a set of
different standard loads 1s tested and the design of the
microwave oven 1s adjusted, 1 particular 1ts feeding system,
for avoiding operation of the microwave generator 1n such
operating regions. However, such a procedure 1s time con-
suming and, regardless of the number of standard loads
tested during design, the likelihood of a customer finding a
load not comprised i the set of standard loads 1s not
negligible, thereby causing the risk of shortening the life-
time of the microwave generator (and thereby the micro-
wave oven as a whole) or even of directly deteriorating the
microwave generator.

Thus, there 1s a need for providing alternatives and/or new
microwave heating apparatus that would overcome such
drawbacks.

SUMMARY

An object of at least some embodiments of the present
invention 1s to provide a more eflicient alternative to the
above technique and prior art. In particular, 1t 1s an object of
at least some of the embodiments of the present invention to
provide a microwave heating apparatus with longer lifetime.
The present invention relates also to the corresponding
method for heating a load using microwaves.

This and further objects of the present invention are
achieved by means of a microwave heating apparatus and a
method having the features defined in the independent
claims. Preferable embodiments of the mvention are char-
acterized by the dependent claims.

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there
1s provided a microwave heating apparatus comprising a
cavity arranged to receive a load, a microwave generator
arranged to generate microwaves and a transmission line
arranged to transmait the generated microwaves to the cavity.
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2

The microwave heating apparatus further comprises a sens-
ing device arranged to measure electromagnetic field
strengths for providing information about the phase and the
amplitude of a reflection coefhlicient, wherein the reflection
coellicient 1s representative of the ratio between the amount
of microwaves reflected back towards the microwave gen-
erator and the amount of microwaves transmitted 1n the
transmission line from the microwave generator. The micro-
wave generator further comprises a control unit configured
to detect whether the measured electromagnetic field
strengths correspond to a reflection coeflicient having a
phase within a certain interval of phases and an amplitude
within a certain interval of amplitudes, wherein these certain
intervals of phases and amplitudes correspond to an oper-
ating region of the microwave generator. The control unit 1s
turther configured to control the microwave generator based
on this detection.

According to a second aspect of the present invention,
there 1s provided a method of heating a load 1n a cavity using
microwaves transmitted 1n a transmission line from a micro-
wave generator. The method comprises the step of measur-
ing eclectromagnetic field strengths for providing informa-
tion about the phase and the amplitude of a reflection
coellicient, wherein the reflection coeflicient 1s representa-
tive of the ratio between the amount of microwaves retlected
back towards the microwave generator and the amount of
microwaves transmitted in the transmission line from the
microwave generator. The method comprises the step of
detecting whether the measured -electromagnetic field
strengths correspond to a reflection coeflicient having a
phase within a certain interval of phases and an amplitude
within a certain interval of amplitudes, wherein these certain
intervals of phases and amplitudes correspond to an oper-
ating region of the microwave generator. The method com-
prises the step of controlling the microwave generator based
on this detection.

The present invention makes use of an understanding that
measuring electromagnetic field strengths may provide
information about the phase and the amplitude of a reflection
coellicient being representative of the ratio between the
amount of microwaves reflected back towards the micro-
wave generator and the amount of microwaves transmitted
in the transmission line from the microwave generator, and
that control of feeding of microwaves to the cavity may be
based on a detection whether the measured electromagnetic
field strengths correspond to a reflection coetlicient having
a phase within a certain interval of phases and an amplitude
within a certain interval of amplitudes. These certain inter-
vals of phases and amplitudes correspond to an operating
region ol the microwave generator.

The present invention 1s advantageous 1n that 1t provides
a microwave heating apparatus i which, thanks to infor-
mation about the phase and the amplitude of the retlection
coellicient obtained from the measured electromagnetic field
strengths, the microwave generator may be operated 1n a
more efhicient and/or more desirable operating region, €.g. in
terms of protection of the microwave generator.

The amplitude of the reflection coeflicient indicates the
amount ol microwaves generated by the microwave genera-
tor that 1s reflected back towards the microwave generator.
A low amplitude of the reflection coeflicient indicates that
most of the generated microwaves 1s not reflected back
towards the microwave generator and, thus, 1s absorbed by
(most probably) the load, 1.e. that heating of the load 1s
cilicient, while a high amplitude indicates that a substantial
portion of the generated microwaves 1s not absorbed by
(most probably) the load and 1nstead retlected back towards
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the microwave generator, 1.e. that heating 1s less eflicient. A
substantial portion of the generated microwaves being
reflected back towards the microwave generator may also
aflect the microwave generator or other parts of the micro-
wave heating apparatus. In particular, the reflected micro-
waves may deteriorate the filament of the magnetron, which
may directly or over time damage the magnetron.

The phase of the reflection coeflicient may indicate the
sensitivity of the microwave heating apparatus to high
reflection (1.e. high amplitude of the retlection coetlicient).
Indeed, a certain amplitude may be undesirable (or even
unacceptable) for some phases, but may be acceptable for
other phases. Hence, the present invention 1s advantageous
in that information about both the amplitude and the phase
of the reflection coeflicient 1s considered.

The microwaves generated by, and transmitted from, the
microwaves generator and the microwaves reflected back
towards the microwave generator together typically form a
standing wave 1n the transmission line. The phase of the
reflection coetlicient may indicate where the maxima and
mimma of the standing wave are located between the cavity
and the microwave generator. The location of these maxima
may determine to which extent the reflected microwaves
may aflect the microwave generator and other parts of the
microwave heating apparatus. In particular, a high amplitude
ol the retlection coelflicient (e.g. a high amount of retlected
microwaves) may be less desirable for some phases at which
the standing wave maxima are located 1n certain sensitive
arcas, while the same amplitude may be acceptable 1n
combination with other phases corresponding to other loca-
tions of these maxima.

The performance of the microwave generator may depend
on the retlection coeflicient (and thereby on the load). For
example, the frequency and/or the amplitude of the gener-
ated microwaves may change 1f the reflection coethicient
changes. The properties (e.g. frequency and amplitude) of
the generated microwaves may be more sensitive to changes
for some phases and/or amplitudes of the reflection coetli-
cient. Hence, information about the phase and the amplitude
of the reflection coellicient may be used during operation of
the microwave heating apparatus to determine whether the
microwave generator 1s 1n a state (or operating region) in
which 1t 1s sensitive to changes 1n the load.

As described above, properties of the microwave genera-
tor such as efliciency, sensitivity to changes in the load or
risk of being affected by reflected microwaves may be
associated with certain phases and/or amplitudes of the
reflection coetlicient. Hence, the present mnvention 1s advan-
tageous 1n that 1t associates an operating region of the
microwave generator to a certain interval ol phases and a
certain 1nterval of amplitudes of a retlection coethlicient
corresponding to (or, 1n some embodiments, as derived
from) measured electromagnetic field strengths.

The present invention 1s advantageous in that the control
unit may detect whether the measured electromagnetic field
strengths (providing information about phase and ampli-
tude) correspond to the microwave generator being 1n a
certain operating region, and may control the feeding of
microwaves to the cavity based on such detection. Indeed, 1t
may be advantageous to control feeding of microwaves to
the cavity differently, or in any case provide some actions,
if 1t 1s detected that the microwave generator 1s 1n a certain
operating region. As a result, heating efliciency may be
improved and/or the lifetime of the microwave generator
may be extended.

Control of the feeding of microwaves to the cavity 1s
advantageously based on information about the phase of the
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reflection coeflicient. Employing a control policy of the
feeding based solely on the amplitude of the reflection
coellicient may be mneflicient since such a control policy may
require actions to be taken 1f 1t 1s detected that amplitude of
the reflection coefhicient exceeds a threshold, regardless of
the fact that for some phases of the reflection coeflicient,
amplitudes above the threshold may still be acceptable.

The sensing device may be arranged to measure electro-
magnetic field strengths 1n the transmission line, such as the
field strengths of a standing wave present in the transmission
line. The sensing device (or measuring equipment) may
comprise a number of detectors. The sensing device may
comprise a unit for collecting the measurements and, 1n
some embodiments, the sensing device may comprise a
processor for processing the measurements. In some
embodiments, the sensing devise may be an integrated part
of the control umt. The electromagnetic field strengths
measured by the sensing device may e.g. be electric field
strengths and/or voltages.

The reflection coeflicient carries information about the
total load of the microwave heating apparatus (seen or
experienced by the microwave generator), 1.¢. the transmis-
s1on line, the coupling of the transmission line to the cavity
(1.e. a feeding port), the cavity with its interior (e.g. the walls
of the cavity), and the load, such as a food 1tem placed 1n the
cavity. Microwaves generated by the microwave generator
may be transmitted in the transmission line to the cavity. The
transmission line, the coupling to the cavity, the cavity with
its 1nterior, and the load may not absorb all the transmitted
microwaves, thereby resulting 1n an amount of microwaves
reflected back towards the microwave generator. The trans-
mitted microwaves and the reflected microwaves may be
represented by complex numbers and the ratio between these
two numbers may be represented by a reflection coeflicient
having an amplitude and a phase. The amplitude may be the
ratio between the strength (or field strength/power/energy)
of the microwaves transmitted in the transmission line and
the strength (or field strength/power/energy) of the micro-
waves reflected back towards the microwave generator.

The phase may correspond to a distance from a reference
plane in the transmission line to the first field strength
minimum/maximum (of a standing wave) in the transmis-
sion line. This distance may be measured in terms of a
wavelength A, 1.¢. the wavelength of the microwaves 1n the
transmission line. The standing wave present in the trans-
mission line has a period which 1s equal to A /2. Hence, the
phase of the reflection coeflicient may have values between
0 and A /2. Alternatively, the phase of the retlection coetli-
cient may be expressed in terms of angles such that distances
from O to A /2 corresponds to angles from e.g. 0 to 360
degrees or O to 2x radians, respectively. It will be appreci-
ated that 0 and A_/2 may represent the same phase.

When generating microwaves, which are to be transmitted
by the transmission line to the cavity 1n order to heat a load,
the microwave generator experiences an impedance caused
by the transmission line, the coupling of the transmission
line to the cavity, the cavity 1tself and 1ts interior, including
the load (e.g. a food 1tem). This impedance may be referred
to as a complex impedance 1n that 1t may comprise a real part
(resistance) and an imaginary part (reactance). The complex
impedance may provide more or less the same information
as the reflection coeflicient. The phase and the amplitude of
the reflection coetlicient may e.g. be obtained from the
complex 1impedance.

Information about the phase and the amplitude of the
reflection coeflicient received by the control unit from the
sensing device may for example be the values of the
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measured electromagnetic field strengths or any other infor-
mation which may be derived from these values, such as e.g.
the complex impedance described above. Further, the con-
trol unit may be configured to derive the necessary inior-
mation about the phase and the amplitude of the reflection
coellicient from the measured -electromagnetic field
strengths.

In one embodiment, the control unit may be adapted to
use the measured electromagnetic field strengths as such and
for mstance compare the values of the measured electro-
magnetic field strengths with reference values of a look-up
table, or any other storage means or memory in which
reference values for a number of operating regions of the
microwave generator are stored. The control unit may be
configured to determine a current operating region of the
microwave generator (1.e. detect whether the working point
or operating poimnt of the microwave generator 1s 1n a
particular operating region as defined by the intervals of
phases and amplitudes), or to directly obtain feeding nstruc-
tions, based on such comparison. For this purpose, the
look-up table may comprise the feeding instructions corre-
sponding to the values of the measured electromagnetic field
strengths.

In another embodiment, the control unit may be config-
ured to determine the phase and the amplitude of the
reflection coeflicient, or the complex impedance, from the
measured electromagnetic field strengths. Alternatively, the
control unit may directly receive the phase and the ampli-
tude of the reflection coelflicient (or any other intermediate
information such as the complex impedance) from the
sensing device.

The control unit may therefore comprise a processor for
processing the received miformation (or receirved values of
the measured electromagnetic field strengths) 1 order to
compute the phase and the amplitude of the reflection
coellicient or the complex impedance. The control unit may
then be adapted to determine whether the computed values
of the amplitude and the phase of the retlection coetlicient,
or the real part and imaginary part of the complex 1mped-
ance, are associated with a particular operating region of the
microwave generator. In such cases, the microwave heating,
apparatus may comprise a memory or look-up table 1n which
a number of different feeding instructions may be stored for
various values of the amplitude and the phase of the reflec-
tion coetlicient or for various complex impedances. The
control unit may be adapted to select a suitable feeding
istruction 1n accordance with such look-up table. The
look-up table or memory may be part of the control unit or
a separate unit.

Further, 1t will be appreciated that the control unit may be
a separate unit or an 1ntegrated part of the sensing device.

According to an embodiment, there may exist a plurality
of operating regions of the microwave generator correspond-
ing to respective certain intervals of phases and certain
intervals of amplitudes. A plurality of operating regions of
the microwave generator may correspond to different
regions, each region being defined by the combination of a
certain interval of phases and a certain interval of ampli-
tudes. The control umt may then be adapted to detect
whether the measured electromagnetic field strengths cor-
respond to a reflection coetlicient having a phase and an
amplitude within one of these regions and to control feeding
of microwaves to the cavity accordingly. In this respect, 1t
will be appreciated that, 1n some embodiments, the present
invention may be mmplemented in a microwave heating
apparatus with the definition of a single region, 1n which
case actions to be taken are defined if the microwave
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generator 1s detected to operate 1n such single region (1.e. 1f
the microwave generator 1s detected to operate 1 such a
particular operating region). In other embodiments, the
present invention may be implemented in a microwave
heating apparatus with the definition of a plurality of
regions, 1 which case actions may have to be taken 1f the
microwave generator 1s detected to operate in some of these
regions and no action needs to be taken for other regions.
Further, the type of actions to be taken may vary from one
region to another.

According to an embodiment, the control unit may be
configured to, 1n response to a detection that the measured
clectromagnetic field strengths correspond to a reflection
coellicient having a phase within the certain interval of
phases and an amplitude within the certain interval of
amplitudes, alter the feeding of the microwaves via control
of parameters relating to the microwave generator and/or to
the transmission line. In the present embodiment, the feed-
ing of microwaves may be altered (or adjusted) once 1t 1s
detected that the microwave generator 1s in the operating
region, which may be some time after the microwave
generator enters the operating region or even already when
it enters the operating region, depending on the periodicity
at which the measurements are performed. The control unit
may be configured to control the sensing device such that 1t
performs measurements on a regular basis, e.g. with a
certain time interval, or on the basis of a random time
schedule, as appropnate. If 1t 1s detected that the measured
clectromagnetic field strengths correspond to a reflection
coellicient corresponding to the operating region, the feed-
ing will be adjusted accordingly. The operating region may
be a condition or state in which the heating process 1s
cilicient and 1n which the microwave generator 1s safely
operated, 1in which case no specific action needs to be taken.
However, the operating region may advantageously be a
condition or state for which actions need to be taken 1n order
to operate the microwave heating apparatus 1 a more
ellicient manner and/or operate the microwave generator 1n
a more cautious way. For simplicity, the following embodi-
ments are mainly described with reference to detection of
operation of the microwave generator 1n a single operating
region, which 1s a particular operating region for which
actions need to be taken.

The feeding may for example be adjusted via control of
parameters ol the microwave generator, such as the anode
current 1n the case of a magnetron, or via control of the
transmission line, such as adjustment of a movable or
adjustable 1mpedance tuner (e.g. a capacitive post) in the
transmission line. As a result, the heating process becomes
more eflicient or better suited for the microwave generator.
A certain feeding policy may be employed 1f 1t 1s detected
that the microwave generator operates in the particular
operating region (as defined by the certain intervals of
phases and amplitudes), which may not be suitable other-
wise.

Alternatively or additionally, the control unit may be
configured to measure a time during which the measured
clectromagnetic field strengths correspond to reflection
coellicients having phases within the certain interval of
phases and amplitudes within the certain interval of ampli-
tudes. The control unit may be adapted to alter the feeding
of the microwaves via control of parameters relating to the
microwave generator and/or to the transmission line on a
condition that the measured time exceeds a time limit. The
present embodiment 1s advantageous 1n that the microwave
generator may be in an operating region (corresponding to
the certain 1ntervals of phases and amplitudes) only tempo-
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rarily due to a number of reasons such as e.g. a certain duty
cycle used to operate the microwave generator, the effect of
a rotating turntable on which the load 1s placed within the
cavity, or a sudden change in state of the load (e.g. from
frozen to thawed) or the change of operative parameters
according to a selected cooking program. If the microwave
generator 1s 1n the particular operating region only tempo-
rarily or brietly, there may be no need (or no benefit) to take
any actions and/or to start a special feeding routine/policy
and the feeding may not be modified. However, 1f the
microwave generator 1s detected to operate in the particular
operating region for a sufliciently long period (1.e. a period
longer than the time limait), 1t may be advantageous to switch
the feeding routine (or feeding policy).

The time during which the measured electromagnetic field
strengths correspond to reflection coeflicients having phases
within the certain interval of phases and amplitudes within
the certain interval of amplitudes may be measured during a
single visit (in such a defined operating region), or it may be
the accumulated time of several visits (in such a defined
operating region) during the heating procedure. The time
may also be the total time of visits 1n the particular operating,
region during a defined period such as during a number of
seconds or minutes.

According to an embodiment, the control unit may be
configured to alter the feeding of microwaves by altering (or
adjusting) the power output of the microwave generator, e.g.
by reducing an anode current and/or altering a duty cycle for
operating the microwave generator in case the microwave
generator 1S a magnetron. In one scenario, in which the
operating region may imply a risk for the microwave gen-
crator to be deteriorated by the reflected microwaves (1.e.
when the operating point of the microwave generator 1s
detected to be 1n such an operating region), the power output
of the microwave generator may advantageously be reduced
to lower the power of the reflected microwaves. Similarly,
the average power of reflected microwaves may be reduced
by altering a duty cycle used for operating the microwave
generator. In another scenario, 1n which the operating region
may not necessarily imply any risk of deterioration for the
microwave generator, the power may be increased or kept
constant.

The duty cycle used for operating the microwave genera-
tor may be controlled by the control unit directly or via a
dedicated duty cycle controller.

According to an embodiment, the control unit may be
configured to alter the feeding of the microwaves by deac-
tivating the microwave generator. In the present embodi-
ment, the operating region in which the microwave genera-
tor 1s detected to operate may indicate that parts of the
microwave heating apparatus may become rapidly and seri-
ously damaged and, thus, 1t may be desirable to switch off
the microwave generator directly mstead of gradually alter-
ing parameters for switching to a different operating region.

According to an embodiment, the control unit may be
configured to alter the feeding of the microwaves such that
the phase of the reflection coeflicient 1s shifted outside of the
certain interval of phases and/or such that the amplitude of
the reflection coeflicient 1s shifted outside of the certain
interval of amplitudes. In the present embodiment, shifting
of the phase and/or the amplitude of the reflection coethicient
(by e.g. altering parameters of the transmission line or by
altering the power output of the microwave generator)
outside of the certain intervals defiming the particular oper-
ating region (indicating e.g. that the microwave generator 1s
operated 1n an undesired way) 1s used to achieve a desired
operating region.
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According to an embodiment, the microwave generator
may be a magnetron and the operating region of the mag-
netron, to which the certain intervals of phases and ampli-
tudes correspond, 1s one of the group comprising sink phase
and anti-sink phase.

The sink phase corresponds to an operating region in
which the magnetron operates efliciently, e.g. the output
power level of the magnetron 1s high relative to the anode
current supplied to the magnetron, but does not allow high
reflection.

The anti-sink phase corresponds to an operating region 1n
which the magnetron operates inefliciently, e.g. the output
power level of the magnetron 1s low relative to the anode
current supplied to the magnetron.

According to an embodiment, the microwave generator
may be a magnetron and the operating region of the micro-
wave generator, to which the certain intervals of phases and
amplitudes correspond, 1s one of the group comprising the
antenna high electric field region and the antenna high
current region (which will be explained 1n more detail 1n the
tollowing with reference to e.g. FIG. 4b).

According to an embodiment, the correspondence
between the certain intervals of amplitudes and phases of the
reflection coeflicient and the operating region of the micro-
wave generator 1s a known intrinsic characteristic of the
microwave generator. For example, imnformation about the
operating region and the associated certain intervals of
phases and amplitudes may be known by the magnetron
manufacturer (and preferably supplied together with the
magnetron) or it may be derived by test-running the mag-
netron. This information may then be programmed into the
microwave heating apparatus (e.g. into the control unit) so
that the control unit may detect whether the magnetron 1s in
the operating region. As mentioned above, the microwave
heating apparatus may for example comprise storage means,
such as a memory or 1n the form of a look-up table, in which
information about these certain intervals 1s stored.

The certain intervals associated with an operating region
are not necessarily the same for different magnetrons. The
certain intervals may be static (1.e. they may not change
during use and/or may not be different depending on param-
cters ol the microwave heating apparatus such as e¢.g. anode
current to the magnetron) or may change during use,
depending on different parameters of the microwave heating
apparatus, such as e.g. the anode current of the magnetron.
In case the correspondence between an operating region and
the intervals of amplitudes and phases may vary during use,
information about the possible locations of the intervals for
different parameters may be programmed 1n advance into the
microwave heating apparatus or stored in a storage means
such as a memory or a look-up table.

According to an embodiment, the certain interval of
amplitudes may be defined by amplitude values below a
tolerance level, and the control unit may be adapted to
deactivate the microwave generator on a condition that the
measured electromagnetic field strengths correspond to a
reflection coeflicient having an amplitude above the toler-
ance level. The present embodiment 1s advantageous 1n that,
regardless of the definition of a particular operating region
relative to amplitudes and phases of reflection coethicients, 1T
the reflection coeflicient has an amplitude above the toler-
ance level, the control unit 1s configured to deactivate the
microwave generator. The present embodiment 1s advanta-
geous 1n that 1t further improves the protection of the
microwave generator.

According to an embodiment, the sensing device may be
arranged to measure the electromagnetic field strengths at
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different positions along the transmission line. These posi-
tions may preferably be selected such that the measured field
strengths provide information about the phase and the ampli-
tude of the retlection coetlicient. These positions may advan-
tageously be at least four and spaced from each other along
the transmission line. For example, the spacing between two
adjacent positions may approximately be equal to A /3+nx
A/2, wherein A, 1s the wavelength ot the microwaves in the
transmission line, and n 1s an integer.

As will be further 1llustrated 1n the following, 1t may be
advantageous to place the measurement positions at dis-
tances corresponding to approximately an eight of the wave-
length of the generated microwaves, 1.e. at a distance from
cach other equal to the wavelength divided by eight.

Magnetrons are typically configured to generate micro-
waves at a single frequency. With reference to the wave-
length A, of the microwaves in the transmission line, two
adjacent positions for the measurements may be separated
by A./8.

As mentioned above, the spacing between the measure-
ment positions 1s preferably equal to approximately an
cighth of the wavelength of the microwaves generated by the
microwave generator.

The signal provided by electromagnetic field strengths
measured along the transmission line 1s periodic with a
pertod equal to half of the wavelength of the transmitted
microwaves. Hence, it will be appreciated that the measure-
ment positions may be translated along the transmission line
by e.g. ?\3/2 2xh 12, 3xA /2 or 4xA /2.

The sensing device may advantageously be configured to
obtain information about the phase and amplitude of the
reflection coetlicient using two differences, namely a first
difference between the electromagnetic field strengths mea-
sured at two of the four different positions, wherein these
two positions are separated along the transmission line by
approximately A /44nxA /2, and a

second difference
between the electromagnetic field strengths measured at the
two remaining positions.

Measuring field strengths at four positions separated by an
approximate distance of A_/8+nxA /2 1s advantageous in that
it provides suflicient information about the phase of the
reflection coeflicient. In particular, from such measurements,
an estimate of the reflection coeflicient, or the complex
impedance experienced by the microwave generator, may be
derived (if necessary). For this purpose, the microwave
heating apparatus may further comprise a processor (or
processing means) configured to obtain a real part and an
imaginary part of a complex impedance experienced by the
microwave generator, the complex i1mpedance being
obtained using (from) the difference between the electro-
magnetic field strengths measured at two of the four diflerent
positions, these two positions being separated along the
transmission line by approx1mately AJA+nxh /2 (A, being
the wavelength of the microwaves, as defined above) and
the difference between the electromagnetic field strengths
measured at the remaining two positions. The Rieke diagram
1s a Smith chart on which contours of constant power output
and constant frequency for a microwave generator (or oscil-
lator) have been drawn. Such a diagram 1s used for 1llustra-
tive purposed herein and other polar diagrams whose coor-
dinates represent the components of the complex reflection
coellicient at the oscillator load may be used.

The complex impedance may be illustrated as a working,
point 1n a Smith chart or corresponding Rieke diagram
(further illustrated below). In the Smith chart, the x-coordi-
nate of this working point corresponds to the difference

between the electromagnetic field strengths measured at two
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of the four different positions as described above, and the
y-coordinate corresponds to the difference between the
clectromagnetic field strengths measured at the remaining
two positions.

The complex impedance of the load may be derived from
the working point by using the special coordinate curves of
the Smith chart. The real part of the impedance may be
derived by following a coordinate circle of the Smith chart
from the working point to the horizontal axis, while the

imaginary part of the impedance may be derived by follow-
ing a coordinate curve from the working point to the outer
circle of the Smith chart.

The reflection coeflicient may be derived from the work-
ing point by using polar coordinates in the Smith chart. The
amplitude of the reflection coeflicient may be derived by
measuring the distance from the working point to the centre
point of the Smith chart. The phase of the retlection coet-
ficient may be derived from the angle formed between the
horizontal axis and a ray from the centre point of the Smith
chart passing through the working point. As mentioned
above, the phase of the reflection coeflicient may be mea-
sured 1n degrees (or radians) or 1t may be measured 1n
fractions of A, A_/2 corresponding to a full turn (360
degrees) 1n the Smith chart.

The microwave heating apparatus may further comprise a
processor (or processing means) configured to extract the
phase of the reflection coeflicient using the real part and
imaginary part of the complex impedance experienced by
the microwave generator. Although a Smith chart may be
used to illustrate embodiments of the present invention, 1t
will be appreciated that the processor may extract the phase
and the amplitude of the reflection coeflicient, or the real part
and the imaginary part of the complex impedance, via other
processing operations.

According to an embodiment, the certain interval of
phases may have a range covering or being less than A /2,
1.e. the certain interval of phases does not include all
possible phases between 0 and A_/2 (or equivalently 1t does
not include all angles between 0 and 360 degrees).

According to an embodiment, the certain interval of
amplitudes may extend from a value corresponding to no
reflection ol microwaves back towards the microwave gen-
erator to a value corresponding to full reflection of micro-
waves back towards the microwave generator. In the present
embodiment, an operating region of the microwave heatmg
apparatus 1s defined to correspond to all reflection coetl-
cients having phases 1n a certain interval of phases, regard-
less of the amplitude.

It should be noted that the processors or processing means
described above in relation to the embodiments of the
present invention may be integrated 1in a single processor
adapted to process the measured electromagnetic field
strengths 1n accordance with any one or any combination of
the preceding embodiments. The processors may also be
separate units, and/or at least some of the processors may be
integrated with each other. At least some of the processors
may be integrated parts of the sensing device, the control
unit or even the storage unit.

It will be appreciated that the use of Smith charts or Rieke
diagrams to derive or extract the phase and/or amplitude of
the reflection coeflicient and/or the complex impedance of
the load, merely serves as an example for illustrative pur-
poses. The use of Smith charts may advantageously be
replaced by the use of corresponding mathematical equa-
tions known 1n the art, which are better suited for compu-
tations.
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It will be appreciated that any of the features in the
embodiments described above for the microwave heating
apparatus according to the first aspect of the present inven-
tion may be combined with the embodiments of the method
according to the second aspect of the present invention.
Further objectives of, features of, and advantages with, the
present invention will become apparent when studying the
following detailed disclosure, the drawings and the
appended claims. Those skilled in the art will realize that
different features of the present invention can be combined
to create embodiments other than those described m the
tollowing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above, as well as additional objects, features and
advantages of the present imnvention, will be better under-
stood through the following illustrative and non-limiting
detailed description of preferred embodiments of the present
invention, with reference to the appended drawings, 1n
which:

FIG. 1 1s a schematic perspective view of a microwave
heating apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a transmission line of a microwave
heating apparatus 1n accordance with an embodiment of the
present mvention;

FIGS. 3a-b illustrate examples of certain intervals of
amplitudes and phases with respect to a Smith chart;

FIGS. 4a-c 1llustrate the correspondence between certain
intervals of amplitudes and phases and operating regions of
microwave generators in Rieke diagrams;

FIG. § 1illustrates the extraction of the phase of the
reflection coeflicient from measured electromagnetic field
strengths 1n accordance with an embodiment of the present
imnvention;

FIG. 6 illustrates the relationship between certain inter-
vals of amplitudes and phases and an amplitude tolerance
level; and

FIG. 7 shows the outline of a method of heating a load
using microwaves 1n accordance with an embodiment of the
present mvention.

All the figures are schematic, not necessarily to scale, and
generally only show parts which are necessary 1n order to
clucidate the invention, wherein other parts may be omitted
or merely suggested.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 3, a microwave heating
apparatus 100 according to an embodiment of the present
invention will be described.

The microwave heating apparatus 100 comprises a cavity
101 arranged to receive a load, a microwave generator 102
arranged to generate microwaves and a transmission line
103 arranged to transmit the generated microwaves to the
cavity 101. A sensing device 104 1s arranged to measure
clectromagnetic field strengths for providing information
about the phase and the amplitude of a reflection coethlicient
being representative of the ratio between the amount of
microwaves reflected back towards the microwave generator
102 and the amount of microwaves transmitted in the
transmission line 103 from the microwave generator 102.

The microwave heating apparatus may further comprise a
control unit 105 configured to detect whether the measured
clectromagnetic field strengths correspond to a retlection
coellicient having a phase within a certain interval of phases
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304a-d and an amplitude within a certain interval of ampli-
tudes 303a-d, wherein the certain intervals of phases and
amplitudes correspond to an operating region of the micro-
wave generator 101. The phase and the amplitude may be
illustrated using a circle (or polar coordinates) with the
amplitude representing a distance from the center of the
circle to a working point and the phase representing an angle
counted clockwise from a reference position 301 located e.g.
in the upper part of the circle to the intersection of the circle
with a line joining the working point and the center of the
circle. Several different scales may be used to measure the
amplitude. For example, the amplitude may be represented
by the reflection factor p having values between O and 1.
Alternatively, the amplitude may be represented via the

voltage standing wave ratio VSWR, which can be expressed
as: VSWR=(1+p)/(1-p) having values between 1 and infin-
ty.

FIGS. 3aq and 356 illustrate several examples of certain
intervals of phases 304a-d and amplitudes 303a-d. In one
example, a first region denoted 302q 1s defined by an interval
of amplitudes 303¢q of the form C<p<1, where C 1s a positive
constant, and an interval of phases 304a including the
reference position 301 and thereby comprising two parts of
the form A<d=A /2 and 0=D<B, where @ is the phase and
A and B are positive constants. In another example, a second
region denoted 3025 1s defined by an interval of amplitudes
3035 of the form C<p<1, where C 1s a positive constant and
an iterval of phases 3045 of the form A<®<B. In yet
another example, a third region denoted 302c¢ 1s defined by
an 1terval of amplitudes 303¢ of the form C<p<D, where C
and D are positive constants, and an interval of phases 304¢
still of the form A<®<B. In yet a further example, a fourth
region 3024 1s defined by an interval of amplitudes 3034
including all possible amplitudes, 1.e. of the form 0<p<l,
and an interval of phases still of the form A<®<B. The
region denoted 3024 corresponds to a sector of the circle.

FIG. 4a 1s a Rieke diagram illustrating the properties of a
magnetron having a nominal power of 1 kW. The Rieke
diagram shows how the output power and the frequency of
the generated microwaves are atlected by the amplitude
(represented by the voltage standing wave ratio, VSWR) and
the phase of the reflection coeflicient.

FIG. 4b shows the Rieke diagram of FIG. 4a, with two
regions 401 and 402 corresponding to certain intervals of
phases and amplitudes as defined i FIGS. 3aq-b. In the
present example, the region 402, located around the phase
0.25xA, corresponds to a sink phase of the magnetron. The
sink phase may be recognmized in the Rieke diagram by a
region in which the curves corresponding to constant fre-
quency converge. In the present example, the region 401,
located around the phase OxA, (1.e. around the retference
plane), corresponds to an anti-sink phase of the magnetron.
The anti-sink phase may be recognized in the Rieke diagram
by a region 1n which the curves corresponding to constant
frequency diverge.

More specifically, for the magnetron selected as an
example here, there are three regions which may advanta-
geously be avoided 1f the VSWR 1s larger than a threshold.
The first region and the second region may be combined into
a single region consisting of the high antenna current phase
(phase 0.1xA _-0.2xA. ) and the sink phase (0.2xA —0.3xA ).
The third region 1s also called the thermal region (corre-
sponding to anti-sink phase) which surrounds phase OxA
(~0.47xA_—0.03xA,, for the present example magnetron). Via
dynamic impedance measurement capable of sensing 1t the
magnetron 1s being operated at or above the maximum rating
for the VSWR 1n one of these phase regions (1.e. via the
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clectromagnetic field measurements along the transmission
line), the magnetron may either be shut off or its power
output be decreased.

As described above, the sink phase (electronic instability
region) 1s defined as the phase where the frequency contours
converge and the anti-sink phase (thermal region) i1s the
phase where they diverge. It 1s therefore preferable to detect
whether the microwave generator operate 1n these regions.

In addition, there are two other regions that may be of
interest. Due to the fact that the magnetron reference plane
1s set to be coaxial with the output antenna and that phases
are calculated as distances from the reference plane to the
standing wave voltage minimum, the phase 0.25xA, means
that the voltage maximum 1s at the reference plane, 1.e. at the
antenna. This 1n turn means that the electric field strength at
the antenna may be very large and that the magnetron may
be prone to electric field breakdown, 1.e. flashover at the
antenna. Such an operating region or condition corresponds
to the antenna high electric field region. If the electric field
mimmum 1s “moved” towards the reference plane by chang-
ing phase of the standing wave, the electric field maximum
moves backward into the antenna, thereby creating condi-
tions of very large electric field strength i1n the antenna,
which may create overheating and, 1n some cases, cause the
centre conductor of the antenna to melt. When the field
maximum has “moved” approximately from 0.25xA, to
0.1xA,, the maximum field strength will be at the bottom of
the resonator output end space. Thus, 1t may be advanta-
geous to monitor whether, for a certain level of amplitudes,
the phase of the reflection coeflicient 1s 1 the range of
0.1-0.3xA,.

It will be appreciated that different maximum values for
the amplitude of the reflection coetlicient may be used to
define various areas or regions ol interest. Diflerent values
for the maximal amplitude may be defined for different
phase region. For example, the region corresponding to the
sink phase usually needs lower amplitude values of the
reflection coeflicient than other areas. The region may be
defined using logical expressions, which may be pro-
grammed 1nto the microwave heating apparatus (e.g. 1n the
control unit or some kind of microwave oven control sys-
tem).

FIG. 4¢ shows a Rieke diagram for a magnetron having a
higher nominal power, such as e.g. 2 kW. In the present
example, the magnetron 1s aflected somewhat differently by
the reflection coeflicient than the magnetron described with
reference to FI1G. 4a. Indeed, as compared to FIGS. 4a-b, the
Rieke diagram shown 1n FIG. 4¢ 1s rotated such that the sink
phase 402 1s located around phase 0.17xA, and the anti-sink
phase 401 1s located around 0.4xA..

The rotation angle may be governed by the magnetron
pushing factor, which relates the operating behavior and the
anode current. For magnetrons intended for use in micro-
wave ovens, the rotation may be approximately 0.05xA., per
30 mA (milhamperes) of average anode current. If the
average anode current 1s increased from 1ts nominal value,
the Rieke diagram rotates anti-clockwise and for lower
current than the nominal average anode current, it rotates
clockwise. Such information may be used by the control unit
to locate the various operating regions of the magnetron in
case the anode current 1s changed.

Turning back to FIG. 1, the control unit 105 may be
adapted to control feeding of microwaves to the cavity 101
based on the detection whether the measured electromag-
netic field strengths correspond to a reflection coeflicient
having a phase within a certain interval of phases 304a-d and
an amplitude within a certain interval of amplitudes 303a-d.
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With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the microwave generator
102 may be a magnetron connected to the transmission line
via an antenna 203. The sensing device 104 1s arranged to
measure electromagnetic field strengths at four different
positions 201a-d spaced trom each other along the trans-
mission line 103. The positions 1n the transmission line 103
may be measured from a reference plane 202 located at the
position at which the magnetron antenna 203 enters the
transmission line 103. The first position 201a may be located
at a distance A /4 trom the reference plane 202, wherein A,
1s the wavelength of the transmitted microwaves. The sec-
ond position 2015 may be located at A_/8 turther away from
the reference plane 202 and so on, the spacing between two
adjacent positions (at which measurements are performed)
being A_/8. The measured field strengths at the first 201a,
second 2015, third 201¢ and fourth 2014 positions will be
referred to as Y1, X1, Y2 and X2, respectively.

The electromagnetic field strengths measured along the
transmission line 103 originate from the microwaves gen-
crated by the microwave generator 102. The field strengths
tend to be periodic with a periodicity being the double of the
wavelength of the transmitted microwaves, 1.e. periodic with

the period A_/2. Therefore, any of the positions 201a-d at
which the field strengths are measured may 1n general be
translated along the transmission line 103 by e.g. A/2, 2xA/2,
3xA/2 or 4xA/2 without significantly aflecting the results of
the measurements.

The sensing device 104 may be configured to obtain
information about the phase and amplitude of the reflection
coellicient using the differences between the electromag-
netic field strength measured at the first 201a and third 201c¢
positions (1.e. Y1-Y2), and at the second 2015 and fourth
201d positions (1.e. X1-X2). In an exemplifying embodi-
ment, the sensing device 104 may be configured to obtain
the amplitude as

R4
_wr.'nf’

Je

wherein 1J')=\/(Y1—Y2)2+(X1—X2)"2 and " is a rescaling
factor. The rescaling factor may be obtained by operating the
microwave heating apparatus at full reflection, measuring
field strengths X177, Y17/, X2/ and Y2"/ at the same

positions 201a-d and calculating

\/(Ylfﬂf-Yzfﬂ “H(X 17X 2"V,

Referring now to FIG. 5, as the phase of the reflection
coellicient may be defined as the distance from the reference
plane 202 to the first voltage minima of the standing wave
in the transmission line 103, the phase may be obtained by
representing the values X1-X2 and Y1-Y2 as a point 501 1n
a plane coordinate system (such as e.g. in a Smith chart or
a Rieke diagram). The diflerence X1-X2 defines the x-co-
ordinate of the working point 501 and the difference Y1-Y2
defines the y-coordinate. The phase 1s then obtained as the
angle (from 0 to A/2 corresponding to an angle between 0
and 360 degrees) counted clockwise from the y-axis to a ray
502 from the origin 503 of the coordinate system to the
working point 501.

Depending on the phase of the retlection coethicient, the
measurements made at the four different positions will
provide field strengths as diflerent parts of the standing
wave. Table 1 lists examples where maxima (indicated by
“max’’) and mimima (indicated by “min”) are located at
different measurement positions. Table 1 shows coordinates
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achieved from measured field strengths as well as the
obtained phase, for these examples.

TABLE 1

Examples of detected field strengths together
with associated coordinates and phases

X- y-
201a 201b 201c¢ 201d coordinate coordinate  phase
max min 0 positive 0
max min positive 0 0.125
min max 0 negative 0.25
IMin max negative 0 0.375

Although the formulas may be different for different
quadrants 1n the coordinate system, the angle (providing the
phase of the reflection coeflicient) may be calculated using
trigonometry.

According to an embodiment, the certain intervals of
phases and amplitudes are known characteristics of the
microwave heating apparatus (or microwave generator).
Such known characteristics may be obtained from the sup-
plier of the magnetron or may be measured. For example, the
certain intervals and amplitudes associated with an operating
region ol a microwave generator may be obtained by test-
running the microwave generator. Returning to FIG. 2, a
capacitive post (not shown) may be imtroduced in the
transmission line and be adjusted so that the phase and
amplitude of the reflection coeflicient takes different values.
The output power and the frequency of the generated
microwaves may be measured for different values of phases
and amplitudes and a Rieke diagram may be drawn. Certain
intervals of phases and amplitudes associated with for
example sink and/or anti-sink phase may then be i1dentified
in the Rieke diagram.

FIG. 6 shows a certain interval of phases 602 and a certain
interval of amplitudes 601 according to an embodiment. In
the present embodiment, the control unit 1s configured to
deactivate the magnetron 1t the amplitude 1s above a toler-
ance level 603 m order to e.g. protect the magnetron from
being overheated by microwaves reflected back in the trans-
mission line. According to the present embodiment, the
operating region of the magnetron to be detected, 1.e. the
region 1in the Rieke diagram in which the reflection coetli-
cient 1s to be detected, may be defined by an interval of
amplitudes 1n the form of C<p<D, with C and D being two
constants, and an interval of phases 1n the form of A<®<B,
with A and B being two constants. In the present example,
the operating region 1s defined by an interval of amplitudes
being lower than the tolerance level 603 (corresponding to
D 1n the present example). In such a microwave heating
apparatus, 11 1t 1s detected that the reflection coeflicient 1s 1n
the region as defined above, the control unit may be con-
figured to alter parameters (e.g. by modifying a parameter of
the microwave generator such as the anode current or the
transmission line such as i1ts impedance) such that the
reflection coeflicient 1s shifted outside this region, thereby
avoilding the microwave generator to operate 1n this particu-
lar operating region. Further, the control unit may be con-
figured to deactivate (1.e. turn ofil) the microwave generator
if the amplitude of the reflection coeflicient 1s detected to be
above the tolerance level 603.

With reference to FIG. 7, a method of heating a load in a
cavity using microwaves transmitted 1n a transmission line
from a microwave generator 1s described 1n accordance with
an embodiment of the present invention. The same reference
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numbers as for the features of the microwave heating
apparatus described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2 are used
in the following.

The method comprises the steps of measuring 701 elec-
tromagnetic field strengths for providing information about
the phase and amplitude of a reflection coeflicient and
detecting 702 whether the measured electromagnetic field
strengths correspond to a reflection coeflicient having a
phase within a certain interval of phases and an amplitude
within a certain interval of amplitudes, wherein the certain
intervals of phases and amplitudes correspond to an oper-
ating region of the microwave generator 102. The method
further comprises the step of controlling 703 feeding of
microwaves to the cavity 101 based on the detection.

It will be appreciated that any one of the embodiments
described above with reference to FIGS. 1-6 1s combinable
and applicable to the method described herein with reference
to FIG. 7.

The present ivention 1s applicable for domestic appli-
ances such as a microwave oven using microwaves for
heating. The present invention 1s also applicable for heating
in industrial appliances. The present invention 1s also appli-
cable for vending machines or any other dedicated applica-
tions.

While specific embodiments have been described, the
skilled person will understand that various modifications and
alterations are conceivable within the scope as defined 1n the
appended claims.

For example, although the cavity may preferably be
rectangular, with e.g. one or several rectangular parts, the
cavity may also be cylindrical or have any other shape
suitable for heating a load via microwaves.

Further, the microwave generator may be of any suitable
type, such as e.g. a magnetron. The microwave heating
apparatus may comprise several microwave generators of
one type, or of several different types and these may be
connected to the cavity by one or more transmission lines.
The transmission line(s) may be at least one of a coaxial
structure (such as a coaxial cable), a waveguide, a microstrip
and a stripline. The microwave heating apparatus may
include several transmission lines, among which some are of
one type and some are of another.

Further, 1t will be appreciated that the positions along the
transmission line, at which the electromagnetic field
strengths are measured, may preferably be selected such that
the measured field strengths are usable for extraction of the
phase of the reflection coeflicient with good accuracy. Accu-
racy of the phase of the reflection coeflicient may depend on
the positions at which the measurements are made and the
accuracy of the actual values recorded during these mea-
surements.

The mmvention claimed 1s:

1. A microwave heating apparatus comprising:

a cavity arranged to receive a load;

a microwave generator arranged to generate microwaves;

a transmission line arranged to transmit the generated
microwaves to the cavity;

a sensing device arranged to measure electromagnetic
field strengths configured to provide information about
the phase and the amplitude of a reflection coeflicient,
the reflection coeflicient being representative of the
ratio between the amount of microwaves reflected back
towards the microwave generator and the amount of
microwaves transmitted 1n the transmission line from
the microwave generator; and

a control unit configured to detect whether the measured
clectromagnetic field strengths correspond to a retlec-
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tion coellicient having a phase within a predetermined
interval of phases and an amplitude within a predeter-
mined interval of amplitudes, said predetermined inter-
vals of phases and amplitudes corresponding to an
operating region of the microwave generator, and to
control the microwave generator based on the detec-
tion.

2. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit 1s configured to, 1n response to the
detection that the measured electromagnetic field strengths
correspond to a reflection coetlicient having a phase within
said predetermined interval of phases and an amplitude
within said predetermined interval of amplitudes, alter con-
trol of parameters of the microwave generator.

3. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit 1s configured to alter control of
parameters of the microwave generator on a condition that
a measured time exceeds a time limiat.

4. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the control unit 1s configured to alter a duty cycle
for operating the microwave generator.

5. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the control unit 1s configured to alter parameters of
the microwave generator by deactivating the microwave
generator.

6. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the operating region of the microwave generator, to
which said predetermined intervals of phases and amplitudes
correspond, 1s one of the group comprising sink phase and
anti-sink phase, said microwave generator being a magne-
tron.

7. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the correspondence between the predetermined
intervals of amplitudes and phases of the reflection coetli-
cient and said operating region of the microwave generator
1s a known 1ntrinsic characteristic of the microwave genera-
tor.

8. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit 1s adapted to deactivate the micro-
wave generator on a condition that the measured electro-
magnetic field strengths correspond to a retlection coetli-
cient having an amplitude above a tolerance level, wherein
said predetermined interval of amplitudes 1s defined by
amplitude values below the tolerance level.

9. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the sensing device 1s arranged to measure the
clectromagnetic field strengths at different positions along
the transmission line, said positions being selected such that
the measured field strengths provide information about the
phase and amplitude of the reflection coeflicient.

10. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the sensing device 1s arranged to measure the

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

18

clectromagnetic field strengths at least at four different
positions spaced from each other along the transmission
line.

11. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim
10, wherein the spacing between two adjacent positions 1s
approximately equal to A_/8+4nxA /2, wherein A, 1s the
wavelength of the microwaves 1n the transmission ﬁne,, and
n 1s an integer.

12. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim
11, wherein the sensing device 1s configured to obtain
information about the phase and amplitude of the reflection
coellicient using the diflerence between the electromagnetic
field strengths measured at two of said four diflerent posi-
tions, said two positions being separated along the trans-
mission line by approximately Kg/ 4+nxA /2, and the differ-
ence between the electromagnetic field strengths measured
at the two remaining positions.

13. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim
12, wherein the predetermined 1nterval of phases has a range
being less than A /2, wherein A 1s the wavelength of the
microwaves 1n the transmission line.

14. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the predetermined interval of amplitudes extends
from a value corresponding to no retlection of microwaves
back towards the microwave generator to a value corre-
sponding to full reflection of microwaves back towards the

microwave generator.
15. A method of heating a load 1n a cavity using micro-
waves transmitted 1n a transmission line from a microwave
generator, the method comprising the steps of:
measuring electromagnetic field strengths for providing
information about the phase and the amplitude of a
reflection coeflicient, the reflection coeflicient being
representative of the ratio between the amount of
microwaves retlected back towards the microwave gen-
crator and the amount of microwaves transmitted 1n the
transmission line from the microwave generator;

detecting whether the measured electromagnetic field
strengths correspond to a reflection coeflicient having a
phase within a predetermined interval of phases and an
amplitude within a predetermined interval of ampli-
tudes, said certain intervals of phases and amplitudes
corresponding to an operating region of the microwave
generator; and

controlling the microwave generator based on the detec-

tion.

16. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the control unit 1s configured to measure time
during a single visit in the operating region.

17. The microwave heating apparatus according to claim
1, wherein the control unit 1s configured to measure time
accumulated during several visits in the operation region
during a heating procedure.
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