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APPROACH FOR ACCESSING
THIRD-PARTY CONTENT
COLLABORATION SERVICES ON
INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD APPLIANCES

BY AN APPLICATION USING A WRAPPER
APPLICATION PROGRAM INTERFACE

RELATED APPLICATION DATA

This application 1s related to U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 15/384,184 entitled “APPROACH FOR ACCESSING
THIRD-PARTY CONTENT COLLABORATION SER-
VICES ON INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD APPLI-
ANCES USING CROSS-LICENSE AUTHENTICATION™,
filed Dec. 19, 2016, and U.S. patent application Ser. No.
15/384,187 entitled “APPROACH FOR ACCESSING
THIRD-PARTY CONTENT COLLABORATION SER-
VICES ON INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD APPLI-
ANCES BY AN APPLICATION USING A WRAPPER
APPLICATION PROGRAM INTERFACE”, filed Dec. 19,
2016, the contents all of which are incorporated by reference
in their entirety for all purposes as if fully set forth herein.

FIELD

Embodiments relate generally to electronic meetings con-
ducted over computer networks. SUGGESTED GROUP
ART UNIT: 2625; SUGGESTED CLASSIFICATION: 3358.

BACKGROUND

The approaches described 1n this section are approaches
that could be pursued, but not necessarily approaches that
have been previously conceirved or pursued. Therelore,
unless otherwise indicated, the approaches described 1n this
section may not be prior art to the claims 1n this application
and are not admitted to be prior art by inclusion in this
section.

Interactive whiteboard (IWB) appliances allow users to
share electronic information, such as documents and files,
and collaborate 1n real time with other IWBs, client devices,
mobile applications and third-party solutions. Some promi-
nent features of IWBs include annotation, file sharing and
syncing, OCR, as well as local functionality. For example,
users 1n different geographical locations may view, discuss,
and annotate electronic documents 1n real-time. IWBs may
also be configured with third-party videoconierencing solu-
tions to further facilitation real-time collaboration. Third-
party videoconferencing solutions are typically imple-
mented on IWBs using so called “shallow integration,” 1.¢.,
as separate processes on top of the whiteboard that are
launched via the graphical user interface menu of the IWB.

This type of “shallow integration” has some undesirable
characteristics, including a limited ability to itegrate IWB
functionality into the third-party videoconterencing solu-
tions, and the difliculty and added complexity in supporting
and managing a large number of third-party videoconfer-
encing solutions. For example, the IWB must potentially
manage a large number of third-party videoconierencing
solutions, which increases the amount of computational
resources required and can clutter the graphical user inter-
face with controls for each third-party videoconferencing
solution. In addition, the look and feel of the graphical user
interfaces of the third-party videoconferencing solutions are
different from each other, and from the look and feel of the
native graphical user interface of the IWB. Also, “shallow

integration” cannot even be used to manage enterprise client
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2

applications on top of mobile applications because of the
complexity and user mtertace (UI) clutter created by enter-
prise client applications. Furthermore, users cannot commu-
nicate with each other via different videoconterencing solu-
tions and user authentication must be separately performed
by each videoconierencing solution.

SUMMARY

An interactive whiteboard (IWB) appliance comprises
one or more processors, and one or more memories, a user
interface, an annotation application and a collaboration
application. The annotation application executes on the IWB
appliance and 1s configured to allow a user of the IWB
appliance to annotate electronic content displayed on the
user interface of the IWB appliance. The collaboration
application also executes on the IWB and 1s configured to
access a plurality of third-party collaboration services that
cach support a distinct application program interface (API),
via a management service that i1s separate from both the
collaboration apphcatlon and the plurality of third-party
collaboration services and supports an API that 1s different
than the distinct APIs of the plurality of third-party collabo-
ration services. The collaboration application supports the
API of the management service, but not the distinct APIs of

the plurality of third-party collaboration services. The
approach may also be implemented by one or more non-
transitory computer-readable media storing instructions
which, when processed by one or more processors, causes
the functionality to be performed. The approach may also be
implemented by one or more computer-implemented meth-

ods.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE

DRAWINGS

In the figures of the accompanying drawings like refer-
ence numerals refer to similar elements.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram that depicts an example
arrangement for managing collaboration on Interactive
Whiteboard (IWB) appliances.

FIG. 2A depicts an 1nitial screen, referred to herein as the
“OneLaunch Panel”, that 1s displayed upon invocation of a
OneLaunch application.

FIG. 2B depicts a login screen that 1s displayed by a
OneLaunch application 1n response to a user selecting the
“Login” option from the OneLaunch Panel.

FIG. 2C depicts a user credentials screen that allows a
user to enter user credentials 1 the form of a user ID and
password for a selected third-party collaboration service.

FIG. 2D depicts an example electronic meeting screen
that 1s displayed by a OneLaunch application in response to
a user, who 1s currently logged in, selecting the “Call” option
from the OneLaunch Panel.

FIG. 2E depicts a rooms screen that 1s displayed by a
OnelLaunch application 1n response to a user selecting the
“Rooms™ option from the OnelLaunch Panel.

FIG. 2F depicts an example meetings management screen
that 1s displayed by a OneLaunch application in response to
a user selecting the “Meetings™ option from the OnelLaunch
Panel.

FIG. 2G depicts an example contacts screen that 1s
displayed by a OneLaunch application 1n response to a user
selecting the “Contacts” option from the Onelaunch Panel.

FIG. 2H depicts an example share screen that 1s displayed
by a OneLaunch application in response to a user selecting
the “Share” option from the OnelLaunch Panel.
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FIG. 3 depicts a table that specifies example commands
and corresponding arguments supported by a OnelLaunch

API.

FIG. 4A depicts an arrangement 1n which a Onelaunch
API and a API Manager of a OnelLaunch Manager provide
unified API calls for third-party collaboration services.

FIG. 4B depicts an arrangement 1n which OneLaunch API
and API Manager of OnelLaunch Manager provide data
conversion services between one or more data protocols and
formats supported by OnelLaunch API and data protocols
and formats required by third-party collaboration services.

FIG. 4C depicts arrangement i which third-party col-
laboration services support multiple versions of APIs, and an
API Manager determines an appropriate version of API to be
used for each third-party collaboration service.

FI1G. 4D depicts arrangement 1n which Service B supports
three versions of an API, including versions 1.0, 2.0 and 3.0.

FIG. 5§ 1s a table that depicts example API data that
specifies attributes of APIs of third-party collaboration ser-
viCes.

FIG. 6 A depicts a license key table that stores license keys
for Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.

FIG. 6B depicts a user subscription table that stores user
subscription data for third-party collaboration services.

FIG. 6C depicts an authentication token table that stores
authentication tokens that are used to authorize functions/
operations ivolving different third-party collaboration ser-
VICES.

FIG. 6D 1s a Cross-License Authentication Token Table
that stores cross-license authentication tokens that are used
by OneLaunch Manager to support collaboration between
users using different third-party collaboration services.

FIG. 6E depicts a User Status Table that stores user
subscription data for Third-Party Collaboration Services.

FIG. 6F depicts a Meeting Status Table 650 that stores
status information for collaboration meetings.

FIG. 7A 1s a block diagram that depicts a logical overview
ol cross-license collaboration that allows users to collabo-
rate electronically using different third-party collaboration
SErvices.

FIG. 7B 1s a flow diagram that depicts an approach for
using cross-license authentication tokens.

FIG. 8 1s a message ladder diagram that depicts example
interaction between various elements during a login proce-
dure.

FI1G. 9 15 a block diagram of a computer system on which
embodiments may be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, for the purposes ol expla-
nation, numerous specific details are set forth 1 order to
provide a thorough understanding of the present invention.
It will be apparent, however, to one skilled 1n the art that the
present invention may be practiced without these specific
details. In other instances, well-known structures and
devices are shown 1n block diagram form in order to avoid
unnecessarilly obscuring the present invention. Various
aspects of the mvention are described heremnafter 1n the
tollowing sections:

I. Overview
II. Architecture
III. OnelLaunch User Interface

A. Login

B. Call

C. Rooms

D. Send
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E. Chat

F. Meetings

(. Contacts

H. Share
IV. APl Management
V. License Key Management
V1. Cross-License Collaboration
VII. Operational Example
VIII. Implementation Examples

[. OVERVIEW

An approach for managing collaboration on IWBs allows
users of different third-party collaboration services to par-
ticipate 1n collaboration meetings on IWBs. The approach
allows the users to use collaboration functionality provided
by IWBs, such as annotation, and to communicate with each
other, even though the users are using diflerent third party
collaboration services. The approach uses a collaboration
manager that provides a “single wrapper” application pro-
gram 1nterface (API) and centralized management of col-
laboration meetings, including license key and token man-
agement, cross-license collaboration, user management and
meeting management. The collaboration manager acts as a
mediation layer that handles the APIs of ditferent third-party

collaboration services and allows users using heterogeneous
collaboration clients to participate 1n collaboration meetings.

II. ARCHITECTUR.

L1

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram that depicts an example
arrangement 100 for managing collaboration on IWBs. In

the example depicted in FIG. 1, arrangement 100 includes
client devices 1n the form of an IWB 102 and a Client Device
104, a OneLaunch Manager 106 and Third-Party Collabo-
ration Services 108. These elements may be communica-
tively coupled via one or more wired or wireless network
connections including, for example, the Internet, as well as
one or more direct wired or wireless connections. Embodi-
ments are not limited to the particular example arrangement
100 depicted in FIG. 1, and embodiments may include
additional or fewer elements depending upon a particular
implementation.

IWB 102 and Client Device 104 are each configured with
a OnelLaunch Application 110, 112, respectively, that pro-
vides access to Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 via
OneLaunch Manager 106. Third-Party Collaboration Ser-
vices 108 may be any type of collaboration services, for
example, audio/video conferencing services, messaging ser-
vices, chat services, desktop, application and data sharing
services, efc.

IWB 102 includes one or more processors, one or more
memories and a user intertace. The user interface displays
content to users and may be implemented by a touch screen
that both displays information and accepts user input, for
example, to select menu items, and annotate content dis-
played on IWB 102, etc. IWB 102 may include wired and
wireless interfaces for communicating with other devices via
one or more wired or wireless networks. According to one
embodiment, IWB 102 1s implemented as a stand-alone
device. Client Device 104 may be implemented by any type
of client device. Example implementations of Client Device
104 include, without limitation, a desktop computer, a laptop
computer, a tablet computing device, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a mobile device, a smartphone, a multi-
function peripheral (MFP), a scanning device, etc.
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OnelLaunch Applications 110, 112 are each a collabora-
tion application that 1s configured to access OnelLaunch
Manager 106 via a OnelLaunch application program inter-
tace (API) 120 that provides access to functionality and data
provided by OnelLaunch Manager 106. OnelLaunch Appli-
cations 110, 112 may be implemented as so called “thin
clients” that access any number Third-Party Collaboration
Services 108 via OneLaunch API 120 of OneLaunch Man-
ager 106, without having to implement the details of Third-
Party Collaboration Services 108, such as the APIs. Thus,
OneLaunch Applications 110, 112 provide client-side access
to Third-Party Collaboration Services 108, without the need
to install, on IWB 102 and Client Device 104, a separate
client for each of the Third-Party Collaboration Services
108. The term “application” 1s used herein for explanation
purposes only and OnelLaunch Applications 110, 112 are not
limited to stand-alone applications per se. OnelLaunch
Applications 110, 112 may each be implemented as a
stand-alone process, a plug-in module, a widget, a library,
ctc. As another example, on IWB 102, OneLaunch Appli-
cation 110 may be implemented as a GUI window. IWB 102
and Client Device 104 may be configured with other appli-
cations and processes that may vary depending upon a
particular implementation. According to one embodiment,
IWB 102 1s configured with an annotation application that
allows one or more users of IWB 102 to annotate electronic
content, such as electronic documents, spreadsheets, email,
audio/video content, etc., displayed on a user interface of
IWB 102.

OnecLaunch Manager 106, also referred to herein as a
“management service,” 1s one or more processes that imple-
ment Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 on behalf of
IWB 102 and Client Device 104. In this manner, OnelLaunch
Manager 106 acts as a mediation layer between OnelLaunch
Applications 110, 112 and Third-Party Collaboration Ser
vices 108, and manages data and communications 1 a
centralized manner. As described in more detail hereinafter,
according to one embodiment, OneLaunch Manager 106
uses so called “deep integration™ by implementing software
development kits (SDKs), APIs and libraries for Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108. Deep itegration provides more
granular control of Third-Party Collaboration Services 108
for managing users, features and the overall end-to-end user
experience, and also reduces UI clutter on OnelLaunch
Applications 110, 112. OneLaunch Manager 106 also pro-
vides cross-license collaboration, which involves central
management of license keys to allow a large and disparate
set of users to be connected across a disparate set of
third-party collaboration services.

OneLaunch Manager 106 may be implemented in com-
puter software, computer hardware, or any combination of
computer soltware and computer hardware. OnelLaunch
Manager 106 may be implemented as a stand-alone process,
a plug-in, a library, etc., that 1s invoked by IWB 102 and
Client Device 104. Some embodiments are described herein
in the context of OnelLaunch Manager 106 as a single
process for purposes of explanation, but embodiments are
not limited to this example implementation. OnelLaunch
Manager 106 may execute on one or more computing

devices or network elements, including IWB 102 and Client
Device 104.

As depicted 1n FIG. 1, OnelLaunch Manager 106 includes
OneLaunch API 120 that 1s used by OnelLaunch Applica-
tions 110, 112. Onelaunch Manager 106 also includes a

server 122, that recerves requests from Onelaunch Appli-
cations 110, 112 that confirm to Onel.aunch API 120 and
routes the requests to Management Processes 130. Server
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122 may also perform other functions, such as accessing
data 150, performing data conversions, etc. For example,

server 122 may perform data conversion between a data
format supported by OnelLLaunch API 120 and data formats
supported by third-party collaboration services 108. Man-
agement Processes 130 include an API Manager 132, a User
Manager 134, an Identity Manager 136, a Meeting Manager
138, a License Manager 140 and a Presence Manager 142.
These management processes are depicted in FIG. 1 as
separate processes for explanation purposes only and the
functionality provided by these managers may be organized
and implemented 1n any number of processes that may vary
depending upon a particular implementation. API Manager
132 generates requests that satisty APl requirements of
third-party collaboration services. User Manager 134 main-
tains various types of data pertaining to users stored in User
Data 154. Identity Manager 136 manages authentication
tokens and cross-license authentication tokens. Meeting
Manager 138 manages collaboration meetings and maintains
Meeting Data 158. License Manager 140 manages license
keys for third-party collaboration services. Presence Man-
ager 142 manages user status data that may be maintained as
part of User Data 154.

OneLaunch Manager 106 also includes an administrator
145 for managing various types of data 150 that includes
API Data 152, User Data 154, authentication (auth) data
156, meeting data 158, License Data 160 and presence data
162. One or more portions of this data may be generated and
managed by a user, such as an administrator, of OnelLaunch
Manager 106. User Data 154 may specily one or more
Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 that correspond to
cach of a plurality of users. For example, User Data 154 may
specily that a first user 1s a user of a Third-Party Collabo-
ration Services 108 provided by a particular vendor. User
Data 154 may also specity contacts for each user.

III. ONELAUNCH USER INTERFAC.

(L]

According to one embodiment, the OnelLaunch Applica-
tions 110, 112 implement a common graphical user intertace
for accessing Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 via
OnelLaunch Manager 106. The common graphical user inter-
face may be implemented 1n a wide variety of ways that may
vary depending upon a particular implementation. For
example, the common graphical user interface may be
implemented as an application-based user interface, as a
Web-based user interface, or as a pluggable architecture
which can be plugged mto any application or system, eftc.
This provides a more favorable user experience by providing
a common graphical user interface with a common “look
and feel” across multiple third-party collaboration services.
For example, the location and arrangement of windows and
controls, as well as colors and other visual efects, i1s the
same, regardless of the third-party collaboration service
being used. Furthermore, the “look and feel” of the common
graphical user interface may be tailored for particular imple-
mentations, for example using so called “skins,” to provide
a particular “look and feel” across a plurality of client
devices within an organization. The “look and feel” and
functionality of the various graphical user interface screens
depicted and discussed hereinafter may be changed based
upon a particular third-party collaboration service selected
by a user during the login process, as described in more
detail hereinafter with respect to FIG. 2B. This may include,
for example, displaying different windows, controls, etc.,
based upon the logic for different third-party collaboration
SErvices.
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FIG. 2A depicts an mitial screen, referred to herein as the
“OneLaunch Panel” 200, that 1s displayed upon 1nvocation
of OneLaunch Applications 110, 112. OneLaunch Panel 200
provides controls for accessing various collaboration func-
tionality provided by Third-Party Collaboration Services
108. According to on embodiment, these controls are com-
mon across any third-party collaboration service being used
in IWB appliance 102, and hence the OnelLaunch Panel 200
acts as the one point of interface to any collaboration
service. In the example depicted 1n FIG. 2A, the controls
include a “Login™ control to log into the OnelLaunch service,
a “Call” control to initiate a voice/video call, a “Rooms”
control to access and manage rooms, a “Send” control to
send electronic information to other users or meeting par-
ticipants, a “Chat” control to imtiate a chat session, a
“Meetings™ control to view and join ongoing meetings, a
“Contacts” control to access contacts, and a “Share” control
to share electronic information with participants of a meet-
ing. These functions are commonly implemented on IWB
appliances, but embodiments are not limited to these
examples, and the approach described herein 1s applicable to
any type of function that may be implemented on an IWB
appliance. Each of these functions 1s described in more
detail herematter. The particular options that are oflered
and/or enabled on OneLaunch Panel 200 may vary, depend-
ing upon the services offered by each Third-Party Collabo-
ration Services 108. For example, the “Chat” control may be
disabled when a user logs into a particular Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108 that does not ofler a chat service.

A. Login

The login function allows a user to log into the One-
Launch service. FIG. 2B depicts a login screen 210 that 1s
displayed by OneLaunch Applications 110, 112 1n response
to a user selecting the “Login” option from Onelaunch
Panel 200. Login screen 210 allows a user to login into any
third-party collaboration service for which the user is reg-
istered. FIG. 2C depicts a user credentials screen 220 that
allows a user to enter user credentials, 1in the form of a user
ID and password, for a selected third-party collaboration
service. User credentials screen 220 1s provided as one
example and other user credentials may be queried from a
user, depending upon the requirements of a particular third-
party collaboration service. Controls 222, allow a user to
confirm the entered user credentials, or cancel and return to
the OneLaunch Panel 200 of FIG. 2A. According to one
embodiment, 11 a user does not have an account with any of
the third-party collaboration services, the user may login
using an identity provider, such as a social network service,
e.g., Google+, Facebook, etc. For example, Controls 222
may include an option which when selected allows a user to
log 1into an identity provider by supplying their login cre-
dentials for a selected 1dentity provider.

Once the user credentials are entered and confirmed,
OnelLaunch Application 110, 112 passes the user credentials
to OneLaunch Manager 106 via OneLaunch API 120, along
with other information such as data that identifies the
particular third-party collaboration service to be used, and
optionally other information, such as machine parameters.
OnelLaunch Manager 106 1n turn provides the user creden-
tials to the selected third-party collaboration service for user
authentication, using the API of the selected third-party
collaboration service. Once the user 1s authenticated with the
third-party collaboration service, OneLLaunch Manager 106
updates Authentication Data 156. There may be situations
where a user has been previously authenticated and the
previous authentication 1s still valid. In this situation, the
user does not need to be reauthenticated with the third part
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collaboration service and OnelLLaunch Manager 106 can use
Authentication Data 156 to log the user into the third-party
collaboration service. Alternatively, OneLaunch Manager
106 may send a request to the selected third-party collabo-
ration service to request the authentication data that 1s
required, and then inform OnelLaunch Application 110, 112
so that this information can be queried from the user. After
a successiul user authentication, a contacts screen may be
displayed, as described in more detail heremnaiter. Alterna-
tively, a user may be returned to the OnelLLaunch Panel 200.

B. Call

The call function allows a user to nitiate a voice/video
call with one or more other users. FIG. 2D depicts an
example electronic meeting screen 230 that 1s displayed by
OneLaunch Applications 110, 112 1n response to a user, who
1s currently logged 1n, selecting the “Call” option from
OneLaunch Panel 200. Selection of the “Call” option by a
user who 1s not logged 1n causes the login screen 210 to be
displayed.

Electronic meeting screen 230 includes a display/share
area 232 for displaying and sharing electronic information
and content 234, such as electronic documents, audio/video
information, desktop and screen content, etc. Electronic
meeting screen 230 also includes a set of contacts 236, from
which participants for the call may be selected, or that have
already been selected. Thus, contacts 236 may include
candidate participants, current participants, or both candi-
date participants and current participants for a call, and
participants may be added at any time during a call. A user
may select a particular contact from contacts 236 and select
a “Add to Call” control to add the selected contact to the call.
Additional information, for example in the form of a visual
indication, may be provided to indicate the status of each of
the contacts 236. The currently-logged 1n user may be
designated as the meeting host or organizer.

Electronic meeting screen 230 also includes a video area
238 for displaying video content and/or a video conferenc-
ing window, a chat area 240 for conducting an electronic
chat session, and an event log 242 that displays an event
history. A “Return” control 244 allows a user to return to the
OneLaunch Panel 200 of FIG. 2A. Embodiments are not
limited to the example electronic meeting screen 230
depicted 1n FIG. 2D and the particular arrangement,
sequence and content of electronic meeting screen 230 may
vary depending upon a particular implementation.

C. Rooms

The Rooms control allows a user to access and manage
rooms. As used herein, the term “room” refers to a private
meeting between two or more participants. Rooms may not
be known or visible to the public, and may only be known
to the participants. Rooms may require user authentication,
while meetings may not require user authentication. FIG. 2E
depicts a rooms screen 250 that 1s displayed by OnelLaunch
Applications 110, 112 1n response to a user selecting the
“Rooms™ option from OneLaunch Panel 200. Rooms screen
2350 displays a set of current rooms. A user may select a room
from rooms screen 250 to join the selected room. The user
1s allowed to join the selected room 1f the user has the
credentials or authorization necessary to join the room.
Otherwise, a request for the user to join the room 1is
transmitted to the organmizer of the selected room. If the
organizer of the selected room grants the request, then the
user 1s granted access to the selected room. In some 1mple-
mentations, rooms may be specific to a particular third-party
collaboration service and may not be enabled for all third-
party collaboration services. According to one embodiment,
the “Rooms” option 1n the OnelLL.aunch Panel 200 1s enabled
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only when a user 1s logged 1nto a third-party collaboration
service that supports a rooms service.

Rooms screen 250 includes controls 252 that, in the
present example, allow a user to perform various function-
ality with respect to rooms and users. This includes joining
a room, creating a new room, deleting an existing room,
deleting a user from an existing room, adding a user to an
existing room, or copying room information. For example,
alter selecting a particular room from rooms screen 250
using, for example, a pointing device such as a mouse, a user
may select the “Join a Room™ control 252 to join the selected
room, select the “Delete a Room” control to delete the
selected room, select the “Delete a User From a Room”
control 252 to delete a user from the selected room, select
the “Add a User to a Room™ to add a user to the selected
room, or select the “Copy Room Information™ control 252 to
copy room information from the selected room. In response
to selecting the “Delete a User From a Room” control 252,
the user 1s presented with a list of current users of the
selected room and the user may select one or more of the
current users to be deleted from the room. In response to
selecting the “Add a User to a Room™ control 252, the user
1s presented with a list of users, from contacts, and the user
may select one or more users to be added to the selected
room. In response to selecting the “Create a New Room”
control 252, the a dialog box 1s displayed that allows the user
to specily attributes of the new room, such as a name,
permissions, etc. The copying room information function
allows content shared 1n a room to be copied to another
room, for example, via a URL. A “Return” control 254
allows a user to return to the OneLaunch Panel 200 of FIG.
2A.

D. Send

The send function allows a user to send electronic infor-
mation, such as an electronic document or other content, to
one or more other users and/or meeting participants. In
response to a user selecting the “Send” option from One-
Launch Panel 200, a navigation window may be displayed
that allows the user to select electronic information to be
sent. Once the electronic information to be sent has been
selected, the user may select one or more recipients from
contacts and/or meeting lists. To send electronic information
to meeting participants, the user must be logged 1n and be 1n
the meeting.

E. Chat

The chat function allows a user to chat with one or more
other participants in a meeting. For example, after logging 1n
and being presented with the electronic meeting screen 230,
a user may select the chat area 240 to access a set of controls
pertaining to chat sessions. The controls may allow the user
to join an existing chat, or create a new chat with one or
more participants in the meeting. The users may include
selected users 1n a meeting, all users 1n a meeting, or users
from particular Third-Party Collaboration Services 108. For
example, the user may select, for inclusion 1in a new chat,
one or more IBM Sametime users, or users from a specific
collaboration service (to enable chatting with Cisco Jabber
users only).

F. Meetings

The meetings function allows a user to access current and
future meetings. FIG. 2F depicts an example meetings
management screen 260 that 1s displayed by Onelaunch
Applications 110, 112 in response to a user selecting the
“Meetings” option from OnelLaunch Panel 200. Meetings
management screen 260 displays current electronic meet-
ings beimng conducted and information for each electronic
meeting, including a meeting name, a meeting host, a room
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and time. Meetings may be public or private and the public
or private status of a meeting may be visually indicated on
meetings management screen 260. A Jomn/Request Invite
(invitation) control allows a user to join or request an
invitation to an electronic meeting. Selecting the Join/
Request Invite control allows a user who has already been
invited/authorized to join an electronic meeting. Joining an
clectronic meeting may cause the electronic meeting screen
230 (FIG. 2D) to be displayed for the selected electronic
meeting, as previously described herein with respect to the
“Call” option. For a user that has not yet been mvited/
authorized to join an electronic meeting, selecting the Join/
Request Invite control causes a request to be sent to the
meeting organizer or host. An indication may be provided
when the meeting organizer or host decides whether to
accept the request.

Meetings management screen 260 also displays future
clectronic meetings and information for each future elec-
tronic meeting, including a meeting name, a meeting host, a
room and date and time. A Request Invite (invitation) control
allows a user to request an invitation to a future electronic
meeting. Selecting the Request Invite control causes a
request to be sent to the meeting organizer or host. A
“Return” control 262 allows a user to return to the One-
Launch Panel 200 of FIG. 2A.

(. Contacts

The contacts function allows a user to view contacts and
their status. FIG. 2G depicts an example contacts screen 270
that 1s displayed by OneLaunch Applications 110, 112 in
response to a user selecting the “Contacts” option from
OnelLaunch Panel 200. Contacts screen 270 shows a list of
contacts and a current status for each contact. According to
one embodiment, contacts are maintained by OnelLaunch
Manager 106 as part of User Data 154. Contacts may be
generated and managed via the User Manager 134. This
provides the benefit of allowing a user to view contacts
across multiple Third-Party Collaboration Services 108. In
the example depicted 1n FIG. 2G, the current status is
visually indicated by different symbols, but this 1s just one
example, and status may be visually indicated 1n a wide
variety ol ways that may vary depending upon a particular
implementation. For example, a current status may be visu-
ally indicated using colors, shading, special visual eflects,
etc. According to one embodiment, a current status may
include online and available, online and 1n a meeting, online
and away, online and do not disturb, oflline and unavailable,
and a custom status that may be specified, for example, by
a user. Embodiments are not limited to these particular
statuses and other statuses may be used. A views control 272
allows a user to select a view from a list of available views.
Views provide a way to filter contacts, which may be usetul
in situations where a user has a large number of contacts.
Example views include, without limitation, contacts with a
particular status such as online contacts, contacts in a
particular meeting, and contacts that are registered with a
particular Third-Party Collaboration Services 108, such as
Google Hangouts, MS Lync, IBM Sametime, etc. A
“Return” control 274 allows a user to return to the One-
Launch Panel 200 of FIG. 2A.

H. Share

The share function allows a user to share artifacts, docu-
ments, screens, or any other electronic information with
other users in an electronic meeting. FIG. 2H depicts an
example share screen 280 that 1s displayed by OnelLaunch
Applications 110, 112 in response to a user selecting the
“Share” option from OneLaunch Panel 200. Share screen
280 allows a user to select a share option, where each share
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option corresponds to a type of electronic information to be
shared. In the example depicted in FIG. 2H, the options

include application, window, and screen. Embodiments are
not limited to this example and may allow for sharing of
other types of electronic information. In the example 3
depicted in FIG. 2H, the user has selected to share an
application with other users 1n a meeting and in response to
this selection, a list of applications that may be shared 1s
displayed. The user has selected to share their Web browser
and controls 282 allow the user to confirm or cancel this 10
selection. Once an 1tem has been confirmed for sharing, the
user 1s provide the option of selecting a particular electronic
meeting 1n which the selected information 1s to be shared.
For example, a list of current electronic meetings may be
displayed with controls for selecting a particular electronic 15
meeting. A control may also be provided to stop sharing.

IV. APl MANAGEMENT

OneLaunch Manager 106 uses “deep integration” to pro- 20
vide a single wrapper OnelLaunch API 120 that allows
OneLaunch Applications 110, 112 to access the services
provided by Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 without
having to be aware of, or implement, the details of the APIs
of Third-Party Collaboration Services 108. According to one 25
embodiment, API Manager 132 provides this functionality
by providing unified API calls for accessing Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108, data conversion, and version
management. OnelLaunch Manager 106 processes requests
that conform to OneLaunch API 120 and provides, to 30
Third-Party Collaboration Services 108, requests that con-
form to the APIs of Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.
This may be accomplished using a wide variety of process-
ing that may vary depending upon a particular implemen-
tation. For example, API Manager 132 may forward requests 35
received from OneLaunch Applications 110, 112 to Third-
Party Collaboration Services 108 with minimal or no pro-
cessing. This may occur, for example, in situations where a
request that conforms to OnelLaunch API 120 satisfies the
requirements of an API of Third-Party Collaboration Ser- 40
vices 108 with minimal or no processing. Alternatively, API
Manager 132 may perform various types ol processing to
generate requests that satisty the requirements of the APIs of
Third-Party Collaboration Services 108. For example, API
Manager 132 may examine and extract data, such as com- 45
mands, parameters, arguments, values, etc., from a request
that satisfies the requirements of OnelL.aunch API 120, and
then generate a request that satisfies the requirements of the
APIs for Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 and
includes part or all of the data extracted from the request that 50
satisiies the requirements of the OnelLaunch API 120. Thus
may 1nclude transforming or translating one or more por-
tions of the data extracted from the request that satisfies the
requirements of the OnelLaunch API 120. API Manager 132
may perform other functionality, such as managing API keys 55
and URLs. The generating of calls that satisiy the require-
ments of the APIs of Third-Party Collaboration Services 108
may be accomplished by logic implemented by API Man-
ager 132.

The particular functionality supported by OnelLaunch API 6o
120 may vary depending upon a particular implementation,
and embodiments are not limited to any particular 1mple-
mentation. FIG. 3 depicts a Table 300 that specifies example
commands and corresponding arguments supported by One-
Launch API 120. As depicted in FIG. 3, the commands relate 65
generally to performing content collaboration functions with
respect to electronic meetings, audio/video calls, and content
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sharing. Embodiments are not limited to these contexts and
are applicable to other contexts. In addition, fewer or
additional commands may be supported, depending upon a
particular implementation, and embodiments are not limited
to OnelLaunch API 120 supporting the example commands
depicted in FIG. 3. The contents of Table 300 may be stored,
for example, 1n API Data 152, as non-structured or struc-
tured data, in any format.

FIG. 4A depicts an arrangement 400 1n which OneL.aunch
API 120 and API Manager 132 of OnelLaunch Manager 106
provide unified API calls for Third-Party Collaboration
Services 108. In the example depicts in FI1G. 4A, Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108 include Service A, Service B,
and Service C. OnelLaunch API 120 defines the commands,
data, parameters, arguments, and any other information
needed by API Manager 132 to generate calls that satisiy the
requirements of the APIs for Third-Party Collaboration
Services 108.

In the example depicted in FIG. 4A, OneLaunch Appli-
cation 110 generates a login request that conforms to a Login
API 402 of OnelLaunch API 120. The login request specifies
a particular Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 to be
accessed, along with user credentials required by the par-
ticular Third-Party Collaboration Services 108. In the pres-
ent example, 1t 1s presumed that the request specifies Webex,
and user credentials in the form of a user ID (*JackD”) and
password (“doghouse”). For example, the login request may
take the form of “Login/
service=webex&user=JackD&password=doghouse.” The
login request 1s received by OneLaunch Manager 106 and
routed by server 122 to API Manager 132. Server 122 may
perform processing based upon the request, for example,
accessing data 150 and implementing various logic and
decision making. Although not specifically depicted 1n
FIGS. 4A-4D, requests recetved by OnelLaunch Manager
106 are mitially processed by server 122 and routed to one
of the Management Processes 130 for processing.

In the present example, API Manager 132 receives and
processes the login request to generate a processed request,
or a new request, that conforms to the API of Service A.
According to one embodiment, API Manager 132 use API
Data 152 to generate the processed request, or the new
request. API Data 152 includes data that describes the API
of each Third-Party Collaboration Services 108, 1.¢., defines
one or more attributes of the API of each third-party col-
laboration service.

FIG. 5 1s a Table 500 that depicts example API data that
specifies attributes of APIs of Third-Party Collaboration
Services 108. In this example, Table 500 specifies a service
provider, a service, a function, data that describes the API,
which may be 1n the form of a link to data that describes the
API, a protocol or format supported by the API, a version,
status, whether a particular version 1s the default version of
the API, and comments that may indicate, for example,
whether a particular version i1s the preferred version. For
example, the first row of Table 500 specifies API data for
performing a “Login” function for the “Webex” service
provided by Cisco. The API data includes data that specifies
a URL address and arguments for performing the “Login”
function. The first row also specifies the format as “REST,”
the version of the API data as “2.0,” the status as “Active,”
whether the particular version of the API i1s the default
version, and no comments idicating that Version 2.0 1s the
preferred version. Referring to the prior example, API
Manager 132 extracts the service name, user ID and pass-
word from the received request and generates a request that
satisfies the requirements of the Cisco Webex API. For
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example, the request may be “https://server.cisco.com/
Login/user=JackD&password=doghouse.” As  another
example, the request may be “https://server.cisco.com/
Login/authentication=SomeAuthenticationToken” 1if the
user was recently logged 1n and the authentication token 1s
avallable 1n Authentication Token Table 620, which 1s
described 1n more detail hereinafter.

According to one embodiment, API versions that are
designated as default or preferred are used when a request
does not specily a version of an API to use. API Versions not
indicated as “preferred” or as the default version may be
used 1n situations where a request specifies a particular
version ol an API for one of the Third-Party Collaboration
Services 108. For example, the API Data 152 for provider
“ABC” 1ncludes three versions (V1, V3, V4) of the API for
performing a “Login” function for the “Conference” service
and version V1 1s designated as the “preferred” version,
even though versions V3 and V4 are later versions. A
“Login” request for the “ABC-Conference” service received
from OnelLaunch Application 110, 112 may not specily a
particular version of the API. In this situation, API Manager
132 determines, based upon API Data 152, that version V1
1s the preferred version of the API for the “ABC-Confer-
ence” service and processes the request in a manner that
ensures that the request provided to the particular thard-party
collaboration service satisfies the requirements of version
V1 of the API. Altematively, the request recerved from
OneLaunch Application 110, 112 may specity V3 or V4 of
the API for the “ABC-Conference” service and APl Man-
ager 132 processes the request 1n a manner that ensures that
the request provided to the particular third-party collabora-
tion service satisfies the requirements of the version of the
particular API for the particular third-party collaboration
service that was specified 1n the request. In this manner, API
Manager 132 selects an appropriate API from Table 500 to
mimmize errors on the client and server side and allow the
API to work seamlessly for the request made.

The contents of Table 500 may be generated and main-
tained by a user, such as an administrator, to ensure that the
current version of APIs supported by Third-Party Collabo-
ration Services 108 are represented in Table 500. Thus, API
Manager 132 ensures, using API Data 152, that the pro-
cessed request, or new request, properly conforms to the
current supported version of the API for Service A. API
Manager 132 then forwards the processed login request to
Service A. According to one embodiment, the contents of
Table 500 are regularly maintained with the latest API data
to avoid APIs from becoming obsolete and to prevent errors.

Once recerved from Onelaunch Manager 106, the speci-
fied service processes the login request and provides, to API
Manager 132, a response that conforms to the API of the
specified service. API Manager 132 processes the response,
generates a processed response that conforms to OnelLaunch
API 120, and forwards the processed response to the entity
that sent the original request, which 1n the present example
1s OneLaunch Application 110. In this manner, OnelLaunch
Manager 106 provides a unified single wrapper API for
OnelLaunch Applications 110, 112 and handles the flow and
processing ol requests and responses between Onel.aunch
Applications 110, 112 and Third-Party Collaboration Ser-
vices 108.

According to one embodiment, API Manager 132
includes the capability to handle different data protocols,
languages and/or data formats. This allows OnelLaunch
Applications 110, 112 to support only the data protocol and
format supported by OneLLaunch API 120, without having to
support data protocols and formats required by Third-Party
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Collaboration Services 108. FIG. 4B depicts arrangement
400 1n which OneLaunch API 120 and API Manager 132 of

OneLaunch Manager 106 provide data conversion services
between one or more data protocols and formats supported
by OneLaunch API 120 and data protocols and formats
required by Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.

In the example depicted 1n FIG. 4B, OneLaunch API 120
of OneLaunch Manager 106 supports Representational State
Transter (REST), while Service A supports Simple Object
Access Protocol (SOAP), Service B supports REST and
Service C supports Extensible Markup Language (XML).
API Manager 132 1s configured to convert requests from
REST to SOAP, REST, or XML, depending upon the target
Third-Party Collaboration Services 108. API Manager 132 1s
also configured to convert responses from SOAP, REST, or
XML to REST. In this manner, OneLaunch Manager 106
provides data protocol and data format conversion services
on behalf of OnelLaunch Applications 110, 112, so that
OneLaunch Applications 110, 112 do not need to support the
data protocols and data formats required by Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108. This allows a large number of
disparate third-party collaboration services to be connected,
irrespective of the data formats and protocols they support.

In some situations, Third-Party Collaboration Services
108 support multiple versions of an API. According to one
embodiment, API Manager 132 includes the capability to
select an appropriate version of an API for Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108 and then perform conversion
services that are consistent with that version of the API. FIG.
4C depicts arrangement 400 in which Third-Party Collabo-
ration Services 108 support multiple versions of APIs, and
API Manager 132 determines an appropriate version of API
to be used for each Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.
In the example depicted in FIG. 4C, API Manager 132
determines that version 3.0 of the API should be used for
Service A, version 2.0 of the API should be used of for
Service B, and version 1.0 of the API should be used for
Service C.

FIG. 4D depicts arrangement 400 in which Service B
supports three versions of an API, including versions 1.0, 2.0
and 3.0. As indicated in FIG. 4D, API Manager 132 has
determined that version 2.0 1s the appropriate version of API
to be used for Service B. The preferred version of the API
for Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 may be specified
by API Data 152, which may be configured, for example, by
an admimstrator. According to one embodiment, API Man-
ager 132 1s configured to provide error handling services.
This may include, for example, determining that there 1s no
API support, or obsolete API support, for target Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108. For example, OnelLaunch Man-
ager 106 may receive a request from OneLaunch Applica-
tion 110 to initiate a chat service using Service A. During
processing of the request, API Manager 132 determines that
there 1s no API support, or madequate API support, for
Service A. In response to making this determination, API
Manager 132 generates and transmits an error message to
OneLaunch Application 110 indicating that there 1s no API
support, or imnadequate API support, for Service A.

V. LICENSE KEY MANAGEMENT

It 1s not uncommon for third-party content collaboration
services to require users to be authorized to use their
services. Authorization may be provided by a wide variety
of mechanisms that may vary depending upon a particular
implementation. As one example, third-party collaboration
services may require the use of license keys to ensure that a
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user that corresponds to a request 1s authorized to use the
service. For example, a user might be required to be autho-
rized under a valid license key to use a particular third-party
collaboration service. According to one embodiment, One-
Launch Manager 106 manages various types of license data,
user subscription data, user status data, and meeting data to
support collaboration via Third-Party Collaboration Ser-
vices 108 that require users to be currently licensed.

FIG. 6A depicts a License Key Table 600 that stores
license keys for Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.
Each row of License Key Table 600 corresponds to a license
key 1ssued to an organization, such as a business organiza-
tion, and specifies a service provider, a service, a name of the
organization, a license key, a number of users within the
organization that are authorized to use the license key, an
expiration date of the license key, a status of the license key,
and comments pertaining to the license key. In the example
depicted 1n FIG. 6A, all of the data 1s for the organization
“XYZ” and three different services, but in practice License
Key Table 600 may include data for any number of orga-
nizations and services. License Key Table 600 may be
created and maintained by a user, such as an administrator
of OneLaunch Manager 106, and used by License Manager
140 to determine whether a request has a corresponding
valid license key before 1ssuing the request to a Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108. License Key Table 600 may be
maintained as part of License Data 160.

FIG. 6B depicts a User Subscription Table 610 that stores
user subscription data for Third-Party Collaboration Ser-
vices 108. Each row of User Subscription Table 610 corre-
sponds to a user and specifies a service provider, a service,
a name of the organization, a user ID for the user, a contact
number for the user, a current subscription status (“Sub
Status™), and comments. A contact number 1s used for
explanation purposes only, and other types of contact infor-
mation may be used, depending upon a particular 1mple-
mentation. In the example depicted in FIG. 6B, all of the
data 1s for the orgamization “XYZ” and three different
services and three users, but in practice User Subscription
Table 610 may include data for any number of organizations,
services and users. User Subscription Table 610 may be
created and maintained by a user, such as an administrator
of OneLaunch Manager 106, and used by User Manager 134
to determine whether a user 1s current subscribed to a
particular third-party collaboration service. This information
may be used for many different purposes, for example, to
indicate to a user the other users that are currently logged
into a particular Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.
User Subscription Table 610 may be maintained as part of

User Data 154.

FIG. 6C depicts an Authentication Token Table 620 that
stores authentication tokens that are used to authorize func-
tions/operations mvolving different Third-Party Collabora-
tion Services 108. Each row of Authentication Token Table
620 corresponds to a user and specifies a service provider, a
service, a name ol the organization, a user 1D, an authenti-
cation token, a token status, a number of days to expiration
(“Expiry 1n”’), a presence or status of the user, and com-
ments. In the example depicted 1n FIG. 6C, all of the data 1s
for the organization “XY 7" and three different services and
three different users, but 1n practice Authentication Token
Table 620 may include data for any number of organizations,
services and users. Authentication tokens may be manually
specified by a user, for example, by an administrator of
OneLaunch Manager 106. This may be done 1n situations,
for example, where user credentials are separately registered
with the particular Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.
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In these situations, the registration tokens issued by the
Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 upon completion of

registration may be manually entered into Authentication
Data 156. Alternatively, authentication tokens may be 1ssued
on a per-user basis by a Third-Party Collaboration Services
108 after a user logs mto the Third-Party Collaboration
Services 108 via OnelLaunch Manager 106. For example,
Identify Manager 138 may extract authentication tokens
from Login responses received from Third-Party Collabo-
ration Services 108. Authentication tokens have a limited
lifespan and eventually expire, based upon the particular
Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 (or as manually
specified by an administrative user), and must be replaced.
Authentication Token Table 620 may be created and main-
tamned by a user i Authentication Data 156, such as an
administrator of OneLaunch Manager 106, and 1s used by
Identity Manager 136 to manage Junctions/operations
involving different Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.
The number of authentication tokens for a particular Third-
Party Collaboration Services 108 1s equal to the number of
users authorized by the license key for the particular Third-
Party Collaboration Services 108. Authentication Token
Table 620 may be maintained as part of Authentication Data
156 by Identity Manager 136.

According to one embodiment, when OneLaunch Man-
ager 106 recerves a request, for example, a Login request for
a particular user to access a particular third-party collabo-
ration service from Third-Party Collaboration Services 108,
License Manager 140 first verifies, based upon License Data
160, whether the user’s organization has a current license
key. If so, then License Manager 140 verifies, based upon
User Data 154, whether the particular user has an active
subscription to the particular third-party collaboration ser-
vice. I so, then License Manager 140 retrieves, from
Authentication Token Table 620, an authentication token for
the particular user with respect to the particular third-party
collaboration service. The retrieved authentication token 1s
used by API Manager 132 to access the API of the particular
third-party collaboration service.

VI. CROSS-LICENSE COLLABORATION

Authentication tokens are normally specific to both a
particular user and a particular third-party collaboration
service. This means that normally a user must have an
authentication token for each third-party collaboration ser-
vice that the user wishes to use. For example, for a particular
user to use both third-party collaboration services A and B,
an authentication token must be available for the particular
user with respect to service A, and a separate authentication
token must be available for the particular user with respect
to service B. Furthermore, users must use the same third-
party collaboration services, meaning that a user of third-
party collaboration service A cannot collaborate with a user
of third-party collaboration service B. This greatly increases
the number of authentication tokens that must be 1ssued and
maintained, and also increases the number of authorized
users for license keys.

To address these 1ssues, OnelLaunch Manager 106 sup-
ports what 1s referred to herein as “cross-license collabora-
tion,” which allows users to collaborate electromically using,
different third-party collaboration services. For example, a
user of service A, e.g., Cisco Jabber, 1s able to collaborate
with a user of Service B, e.g., IBM Sametime. Furthermore,
this 1s accomplished without requiring a user-specific
authentication token for each third-party collaboration ser-
vice. According to one embodiment, OnelLaunch Manager
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106 uses cross-license authentication tokens that are specific
to a particular third-party collaboration service, but not to a
particular user, and therefore may be used across multiple
users. This allows users of different third-party collaboration
services to collaborate with each other.

FIG. 6D 1s a Cross-License Authentication Token Table
630 that stores cross-license authentication tokens that are
used by OnelLaunch Manager 106 to support collaboration
between users using different third-party collaboration ser-
vices 108. Each row of Cross-License Authentication Token
Table 630 corresponds to an organization, such as a business
organization, and specifies a service provider, a service, a
name ol the organization, an authentication token, a token
status, a number of days to expiration (“Expiry in”), and
comments. In the example depicted 1n FIG. 6D, all of the
data 1s for the orgamization “XYZ” and three different
services, but in practice, Cross-License Authentication
Token Table 630 may include data for any number of
organizations and services. A user, such as an administrator,
may establish the number of cross-license authentication
tokens to be maintained for an organization, or other logical
group.

The authentication tokens in Cross-License Authentica-
tion Table 630 may be specified manually, for example, by
an administrative user of OnelLaunch Manager 106. The
authentication tokens may be obtained from Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108 using general or generic user
credentials, for example, of an administrative user of an
organization. The authentication token(s) are then manually
entered 1nto Cross-License Authentication Table 630.
Authentication tokens in Cross-License Authentication
Table 630 may be acquired for any number of logical entities
with an organization. For example, authentication tokens
may be acquired for divisions, departments, projects, teams,
etc. Cross-License Authentication Token Table 630 may be
maintained as part of Authentication Data 156 by Identify
Manager 136. According to one embodiment, the number of
users that can simultaneously use cross-license tokens 1s
restricted by license key restrictions.

FIG. 6E depicts a User Status Table 640 that stores user
subscription data for Third-Party Collaboration Services
108. Each row of table 610 corresponds to a user and
specifles a service provider, a service, a name ol the orga-
nization, a user ID for the user, a contact number for the user,
a current status of the user, e.g., “Online,” “Offline,” “Busy”,
“Away,” etc., and comments. As in the user subscription
table 610 above, a contact number 1s used for explanation
purposes only, and other types of contact information may
be used, depending upon a particular implementation. In the
example depicted in FIG. 6E, all of the data i1s for the
organization “XYZ” and three different services and three
users, but 1n practice user subscription table 610 may include
data for any number of organizations, services and users.
User Status Table 640 may be created and maintained by a
user, such as an administrator of OnelLaunch Manager 106.
User Status Table 640 may be used by API Manager 132 to
determine the service that a particular user 1s using. User
Status Table 640 may be maintained as part of User Data
154.

FIG. 6F depicts a Meeting Status Table 650 that stores
status 1mnformation for collaboration meetings. Each row of
Meeting Status Table 630 corresponds to a meeting and
specifies a meeting ID, a description, a service, a name of the
organization, a user ID for the meeting organizer or the
meeting host, a current status of the meeting, e.g., “Upcom-
ing,” “In Progress,” “Completed”, etc., and comments. In
the example depicted 1n FIG. 6F, all of the meetings are for
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the organization “XYZ” and three diflerent services, but in
practice Meeting Status Table 650 may include data for any
number of organizations and services. Meeting Status Table
650 may be created and maintained by a user, such as an
administrator of OnelLaunch Manager 106. User Status
Table 640 may be used by OnelLaunch Manager 106 to
manage electronic meetings, and by API Manager 132 to
generate API calls to Third-Party Collaboration Services
108. Meeting Status Table 650 may be maintained by
Meeting Manager 138 as part of Meeting Data 138.

FIG. 7A 1s a block diagram 700 that depicts a logical
overview ol a cross-license collaboration approach that
allows users to collaborate electronically using difierent
third-party collaboration services. In the example depicted
in FIG. 7A, User A collaborates electronically with User B.
User A uses Service A 710 that 1s hosted by Service A Server
720, and User B uses Service B 730 that 1s hosted by Service
B Server 740. In this example, Service A 710 and Service B
730 are collaboration services, such as audio/video confer-
encing services, desktop sharing, application sharing, or data
sharing services, etc. In addition, Service A 710 and Service
B 730 support different APIs.

According to one embodiment, when a collaboration 1s to
be performed between users, e.g., a chat session, videocon-
ferencing session, desktop, application or content sharing
session, etc., API Manager 132 determines whether more
than one type of third-party collaboration service will be
involved. API Manager 132 may make this determination
by, for example, consulting User Status Table 640, or other
data 1in User Data 154. If the users participating in the
collaboration are using the same third-party collaboration
service, then API Manager 132 uses user-specific authenti-
cation tokens from Authentication Token Table 620. For
example, APl Manager 132 may request, from Identity
Manager 136, an authentication token for a particular third-
party collaboration service, organization, and user.

If more than one type of third-party collaboration service
will be used for the collaboration, then instead of using
user-specific authentication tokens to access the APIs of the
third-party collaboration services, APl Manager 132 uses
authentication tokens from Cross-License Authentication
Token Table 630 that are not specific to a particular user.
More specifically, API Manager 132 includes a cross-service
authentication token for a particular third-party collabora-
tion service when accessing the API of the particular third-
party collaboration service.

Referring to the example depicted in FIG. 7A, when
making a call to Service A 710, API Manager 132 uses an
authentication token that 1s specific to Service A 710 and the
organization. This allows API Manager 132 to generate a
request that satisfies the requirements of the API for Service
A 710. In addition, API Manager 132 uses the appropriate
API Data 152 that corresponds to the target Third-Party
Collaboration Services 108, which 1n the present example 1s
Service A 710. Similarly, when making a call to Service B
730, API Manager 132 uses an authentication token that 1s
specific to Service B 730 and the organization. In addition,
API Manager 132 uses the appropriate API Data 152 that
corresponds to Service B 730. According to one embodi-
ment, the use of cross-service authentication tokens instead
of user-specific authentication tokens in this manner 1s done
irrespective ol whether the users participating 1n the col-
laboration have valid individual authentication tokens for
the other Third-Party Collaboration Services 108. When
cross-service authentication tokens are near expiration, a
notification may be 1ssued to an administrative so that a new
cross-service authentication token may be obtained.
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FIG. 7B 1s a Flow Diagram 7350 that depicts an approach
for using cross-license authentication tokens. In step 752,
OneLaunch Manager 106 receives a first request to perform
a collaboration function. The first request may be received
by OneLaunch Manager 106 from OnelLaunch Application
110 and requests that a collaboration function be performed
with respect to a first user on a first collaboration service and
a second user on a second collaboration service. The col-
laboration function may be a wide variety of collaboration
functions that may vary depending upon a particular imple-
mentation. In the present example, 1t 1s presumed that the
first user 1s a user of Service A 710, the second user 1s a user
of Service B 730, and that the collaboration function 1s a
request to transmit a message from the first user to the
second user via Service A 710 and Service B 730, respec-
tively.

In step 754, OnelLaunch Manager 106, and specifically
API Manager 132, determines whether the users are using
the same collaboration service. In the present example, API
Manager 132 determines whether Service A 170 used by the
first user 1s the same as Service B 730 used by the second
user. This determination may be made, for example, by
consulting User Status Table 640, or other data 1n User Data
154.

If, 1n step 754, a determination 1s made that the users are
using the same collaboration service, then i step 756,
OnelLaunch Manager 106 generates a second request to
perform the collaboration function that includes an authen-
tication token that 1s specific to the first user or the second
user. For example, API Manager 132 uses data from API
Data 152, which defines the API of Service B 730, and an
authentication token that 1s specific to both the first user and
Service B 730, to generate a second request to transmit the
message rom the first user to the second user. The second
request satisfies the API of Service B 730, and the authen-
tication token 1s specific to the first user. For example, an
authentication token from Authentication Token Table 620
for Service B may be used.

If, 1n step 754, a determination 1s made that the users are
using different collaboration services, then in step 758,
OnelLaunch Manager 106 generates a second request to
perform the collaboration function that includes an authen-
tication token that i1s not specific to the first user or the
second user. For example, API Manager 132 uses data from
API Data 152, which defines the API of Service B 730, and
an authentication token that 1s specific to Service B 730, but
not specific to either the first user or the second user, to
generate a second request to transmit the message from the
first user to the second user. The second request satisfies the
API of Service B 730, and the authentication token may be
from Cross-License Authentication Token Table 630 for
Service B 730. As 1s demonstrated by this example, One-
Launch Manager 106 receives requests that satisiy require-
ments of OneLaunch API 120, and generates requests that
satisfy requirements of the APIs of target collaboration
services. OnelLaunch Manager 106 also handles license key
management on behalf of OnelLaunch Applications 110, 112,
including using cross-license authentication tokens in situ-
ations where users use different collaboration services.

Authentication tokens may be manually specified by a
user, for example, by an administrator of OneLaunch Man-
ager 106. This may be done in situations, for example, where
user credentials are separately registered with the particular
Third-Party Collaboration Services 108. In these situations,
the registration tokens 1ssued by the Third-Party Collabora-
tion Services 108 upon completion of registration may be
manually entered into Authentication Data 156. Alterna-
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tively, authentication tokens may be 1ssued on a per-user
basis by a Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 after a

user logs into the Third-Party Collaboration Services 108 via
OneLaunch Manager 106. For example, Identity Manager
138 may extract authentication tokens from Login responses
received from Third-Party Collaboration Services 108.
Authentication tokens may have a limited lifespan and
eventually expire, based upon the particular third-party
collaboration service (or as manually specified by an admin-
istrative user), and must be replaced. Authentication Token
Table 620 may be created and maintained by a user in
Authentication Data 156, such as an administrator of One-
Launch Manager 106, and 1s used by Identity Manager 136
to manage functions/operations involving different Third-
Party Collaboration Services 108. The number of authenti-
cation tokens for a particular Third-Party Collaboration
Services 108 1s equal to the number of users authorized by
the license key for the particular Third-Party Collaboration
Services 108.

VII. OPERATIONAL EXAMPL.

(L]

FIG. 8 1s a message ladder diagram 800 that depicts
example interaction between various elements of arrange-
ment 100 during a login procedure. In step 802, a user
initiates a login procedure via OnelLaunch application 110.
For example, as previously described herein with respect to
FIG. 2B, a user selects a particular third-party collaboration
service to log into and 1n FIG. 2C, enters user credentials. In
the present example, 1t 1s presumed that a particular user,
User A, associated with an organization named “XYZ,”
requests to access a third-party collaboration service, Ser-
vice A. OneLaunch Application 110 passes the user creden-
tials for User A to OneLaunch Manager 106 via Onel.aunch
API 120, along with other information such as data that
identifies the particular third-party collaboration service to
be used, 1.e., Service A, an organization associated with the
user, 1.¢., “XYZ,” and optionally other information, such as
machine parameters.

In step 804, Server 122 receives and processes the data
transmitted by OnelLaunch Application 110. This includes,
in step 804, performing a license check. According to one
embodiment, this includes determining, via License Man-
ager 140, whether a valid license key 1s available for the
organization associated with the user. In the present
example, License Manager 140 determines whether License
Key Table 600 includes a valid license key for third-party
collaboration service Service A and organization “XYZ.”
License Manager 140 generates and transmits a response to
Server 122 indicating the result of the check, 1.e., whether
License Key Table 600 includes a valid license key for
third-party collaboration service Service A and organization
“XYZ.” If the response from License Manager 140 indicates
that a valid license key for third-party collaboration service
Service A and organization “XYZ” does not exist, then
Server 122 generates and transmits to Onelaunch Applica-
tion 110 a message indicating this condition.

If the response from License Manager 140 indicates that
a valid license key for third-party collaboration service
Service A and organization “XYZ” exists, then in step 806,
Server 122 performs a subscription check. According to one
embodiment, this includes determining, via User Manager
134, whether the user has a current subscription to the
third-party collaboration service. In the present example,
User Manager 134 determines whether User Subscription
Table 610 indicates that User A has a current subscription to
Service A. User Manager 134 generates and transmits a
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response to Server 122 indicating the result of the check, 1.e.,
whether User Subscription Table 610 indicates that User A

has a current subscription to Service A. If the response from
User Manager 134 indicates that User A does not have a
current subscription to Service A, then Server 122 generates
and transmits to OnelLaunch Application 110 a message
indicating this condition.

If the response from User Manager 134 indicates that
User A does have a current subscription to Service A, then
in step 808, Server 122 obtains an authentication token for
the user. According to one embodiment, this includes Server
122 requesting, from Identity Manager 136, an authentica-
tion token for User A, with respect to Service A and
organization “XYZ.” Identity Manager 136 determines
whether Authentication Token Table 620 includes an entry
that corresponds to Service A, organization “XYZ,” and
User A. Identity Manager 136 generates and transmits a
response to Server 122 indicating the result of the check, 1.¢.,
whether Authentication Token Table 620 includes an entry
that corresponds to Service A, organization “XYZ,” and
User A. If such an entry exists, then the response includes
the authentication token. In situations where 1t 1s known that
User A will be collaborating with other users using different
third-party collaboration services other than Service A, then
Identify Manager 136 may provide a cross-license authen-
tication token from Cross-License Authentication Token
Table 630, as previously described herein. If the response
from Identity Manager 136 indicates that Authentication
Token Table 620 does not include an entry that corresponds
to Service A, organization “XYZ,” and User A, then Server
122 generates and transmits to Onelaunch Application 110
a message indicating this condition.

If the response from Identity Manager 136 includes an
authentication token for Service A, organization “XYZ,” and
User A, then 1n step 810, Server 122 acquires API informa-
tion for the third-party collaboration service to enable API
Manager 132 to generate requests that satisiy requirements
of the API of the third-party collaboration service. In the
present example, Server 122 acquires information that
defines the API of Service A, for example, via Table 500.

In step 812, Server 122 updates the status of the user to
indicate that the user 1s now logged 1n. This may include, for
example, Identity Manager 136 updating Presence Data 162
to mdicate that User A 1s now logged into Service A.

VIII. IMPLEMENTATION EXAMPLES

Although the flow diagrams of the present application
depict a particular set of steps 1n a particular order, other
implementations may use fewer or more steps, in the same
or diflerent order, than those depicted 1n the figures.

According to one embodiment, the techniques described
herein are implemented by one or more special-purpose
computing devices. The special-purpose computing devices
may be hard-wired to perform the techniques, or may
include digital electronic devices such as one or more
application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs) or field pro-
grammable gate arrays (FPGAs) that are persistently pro-
grammed to perform the techniques, or may include one or
more general purpose hardware processors programmed to
perform the techmiques pursuant to program instructions in
firmware, memory, other storage, or a combination. Such
special-purpose computing devices may also combine cus-
tom hard-wired logic, ASICs, or FPGAs with custom pro-
gramming to accomplish the techniques. The special-pur-
pose computing devices may be desktop computer systems,
portable computer systems, handheld devices, networking
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devices or any other device that incorporates hard-wired
and/or program logic to implement the techniques.

FIG. 9 1s a block diagram that depicts an example
computer system 900 upon which embodiments may be
implemented. Computer system 900 includes a bus 902 or
other communication mechanism for communicating infor-
mation, and a processor 904 coupled with bus 902 for
processing information. Computer system 900 also includes
a main memory 906, such as a random access memory
(RAM) or other dynamic storage device, coupled to bus 902
for storing information and instructions to be executed by
processor 904. Main memory 906 also may be used for
storing temporary variables or other intermediate informa-
tion during execution of instructions to be executed by
processor 904. Computer system 900 further includes a read
only memory (ROM) 908 or other static storage device
coupled to bus 902 for storing static information and instruc-
tions for processor 904. A storage device 910, such as a
magnetic disk or optical disk, 1s provided and coupled to bus
902 for storing imnformation and instructions.

Computer system 900 may be coupled via bus 902 to a
display 912, such as a cathode ray tube (CRT), for displaying
information to a computer user. Although bus 902 1s 1llus-
trated as a single bus, bus 902 may comprise one or more
buses. For example, bus 902 may include without limitation
a control bus by which processor 904 controls other devices
within computer system 900, an address bus by which
processor 904 specifies memory locations of instructions for
execution, or any other type of bus for transferring data or
signals between components of computer system 900.

An 1nput device 914, including alphanumeric and other
keys, 1s coupled to bus 902 for communicating information
and command selections to processor 904. Another type of
user input device 1s cursor control 916, such as a mouse, a
trackball, or cursor direction keys for communicating direc-
tion mformation and command selections to processor 904
and for controlling cursor movement on display 912. This
input device typically has two degrees of freedom in two
axes, a first axis (e.g., X) and a second axis (e.g., y), that
allows the device to specily positions 1n a plane.

Computer system 900 may implement the techniques
described herein using customized hard-wired logic, one or
more ASICs or FPGAs, firmware and/or program logic or
computer software which, in combination with the computer
system, causes or programs computer system 900 to be a
special-purpose machine. According to one embodiment,
those techniques are performed by computer system 900 in
response to processor 904 processing instructions stored in
main memory 906. Such instructions may be read into main
memory 906 from another non-transitory computer-readable
medium, such as storage device 910. Processing of the
instructions contained 1n main memory 906 by processor
904 causes performance of the functionality described
herein. In alternative embodiments, hard-wired circuitry
may be used 1n place of or 1n combination with software
instructions to implement the embodiments. Thus, embodi-
ments are not limited to any specific combination of hard-
ware circuitry and software.

The term “non-transitory computer-readable medium”™ as
used herein refers to any non-transitory medium that par-
ticipates in providing data that causes a computer to operate
in a specific manner. In an embodiment 1mplemented using
computer system 900, various computer-readable media are
involved, for example, 1n providing istructions to processor
904 for execution. Such media may take many forms,
including but not limited to, non-volatile and volatile non-
transitory media. Non-volatile non-transitory media
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includes, for example, optical or magnetic disks, such as
storage device 910. Volatile non-transitory media includes
dynamic memory, such as main memory 906. Common
forms of non-transitory computer-readable media include,
without limitation, a floppy disk, a flexible disk, hard disk,
magnetic tape, or any other magnetic medium, a CD-ROM,
any other optical medium, a RAM, a PROM, and EPROM,
a FLASH-EPROM, any other memory chip, memory car-
tridge or memory stick, or any other medium from which a
computer can read.

Various forms ol non-transitory computer-readable media
may be involved 1n storing instructions for processing by
processor 904. For example, the instructions may initially be
stored on a storage medium of a remote computer and
transmitted to computer system 900 via one or more com-
munications links. Bus 902 carries the data to main memory
906, from which processor 904 retrieves and processes the
instructions. The instructions received by main memory 906
may optionally be stored on storage device 910 either before
or after processing by processor 904.

Computer system 900 also includes a communication
interface 918 coupled to bus 902. Communication 1nterface
918 provides a communications coupling to a network link
920 that 1s connected to a local network 922. For example,
communication interface 918 may be a modem to provide a
data communication connection to a telephone line. As
another example, communication mnterface 918 may be a
local area network (LLAN) card to provide a data communi-
cation connection to a compatible LAN. Wireless links may
also be implemented. In any such implementation, commu-
nication interface 918 sends and receives electrical, electro-
magnetic or optical signals that carry digital data streams
representing various types ol information.

Network link 920 typically provides data communication
through one or more networks to other data devices. For
example, network link 920 may provide a connection
through local network 922 to a host computer 924 or to data
equipment operated by an Internet Service Provider (ISP)
926. ISP 926 1n turn provides data communication services
through the world wide packet data communication network
now commonly referred to as the “Internet” 928. Local
network 922 and Internet 928 both use electrical, electro-
magnetic or optical signals that carry digital data streams.

Computer system 900 can send messages and receive
data, including program code, through the network(s), net-
work link 920 and communication interface 918. In the
Internet example, a server 930 might transmit a requested
code for an application program through Internet 928, ISP
926, local network 922 and communication interface 918.
The received code may be processed by processor 904 as 1t
1s recerved, and/or stored in storage device 910, or other
non-volatile storage for later execution.

In the foregoing specification, embodiments have been
described with reference to numerous specific details that
may vary from implementation to implementation. Thus, the
sole and exclusive indicator of what 1s, and 1s intended by
the applicants to be, the invention 1s the set of claims that
issue from this application, in the specific form in which
such claims 1ssue, including any subsequent correction.
Hence, no limitation, element, property, feature, advantage

or attribute that 1s not expressly recited in a claim should
limit the scope of such claim in any way. The specification
and drawings are, accordingly, to be regarded 1n an 1llus-
trative rather than a restrictive sense.
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What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An mteractive whiteboard (IWB) appliance:

One Or more pProcessors;

Oone Or more memories;

a user 1nterface;

an annotation application executing on the IWB appli-
ance, wherein the annotation application 1s configured
to allow a user of the IWB appliance to annotate
clectronic content displayed on the user interface of the
IWB appliance;

a collaboration application executing on the IWB appli-
ance, wherein the collaboration application 1s config-
ured to access a plurality of third-party collaboration
services via a management service that 1s separate from
both the collaboration application and the plurality of
third-party collaboration services;

wherein each third-party collaboration service, from the
plurality of third-party collaboration services, and the
management service supports a different Application
Program Interface (API);

the collaboration application supports the API of the
management service, but not the API of each third-
party collaboration service from the plurality of third-
party collaboration services; and

wherein the collaboration application 1s configured to
access a particular collaboration function on a particu-
lar third-party collaboration service, from the plurality
of collaboration services, by generating and transmit-
ting, to the management service, a request to access the
particular collaboration function that satisfies require-
ments of the API of the management service, but not
requirements of the API of the particular third-party
collaboration service.

2. The apparatus as recited in claam 1, wherein the
collaboration application implements a common graphical
user interface across the plurality of third-party collabora-
tion services.

3. The apparatus as recited in claam 1, wherein the
collaboration application 1s one or more of a stand-alone
process, a plug-in module, a widget, or a library.

4. The apparatus as recited 1n claim 1, wherein:

the request to access the particular collaboration function
that satisfies requirements of the API of the manage-
ment service 1s a first request,

the management service processes the first request and
generates a second request to access the collaboration
function on the particular third-party collaboration ser-
vice, wherein the second request satisfies requirements
of an API of the particular third-party collaboration
service.

5. The apparatus as recited 1n claim 4, wherein the second
request to access the collaboration function on the particular
third-party collaboration service includes an authentication
token that i1s specific to both a user associated with the
request to access the particular collaboration function that
satisfies requirements of the API of the management service
and the particular third-party collaboration service.

6. The apparatus as recited in claim 4, wherein the second
request to access the collaboration function on the particular
third-party collaboration service includes an authentication
token that 1s specific to the particular thurd-party collabora-
tion service, but not a user associated with the request to
access the particular collaboration function that satisfies
requirements of the API of the management service.

7. One or more non-transitory computer-readable media
storing instructions which, when processed by one or more
Processors, cause:
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an annotation application executing on an interactive
whiteboard (IWB) appliance to allow a user of the IWB
appliance to annotate electronic content displayed on
the user intertace of the IWB appliance; and
a collaboration application executing on the IWB appli-
ance, wherein the collaboration application 1s config-
ured to access a plurality of third-party collaboration
services via a management service that 1s separate from
both the collaboration application and the plurality of
third-party collaboration services;
wherein each third-party collaboration service, from the
plurality of third-party collaboration services, and the
management service supports a different Application
Program Interface (API);

the collaboration application supports the API of the
management service, but not the API of each third-
party collaboration service from the plurality of third-
party collaboration services; and

wherein the collaboration application 1s configured to

access a particular collaboration function on a particu-
lar third-party collaboration service, from the plurality
of collaboration services, by generating and transmut-
ting, to the management service, a request to access the
particular collaboration function that satisfies require-
ments of the API of the management service, but not
requirements of the API of the particular third-party
collaboration service.

8. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media as recited 1in claam 7, wherein the collaboration
application implements a common graphical user interface
across the plurality of third-party collaboration services.

9. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media as recited 1n claam 7, wherein the collaboration
application 1s one or more of a stand-alone process, a plug-in
module, a widget, or a library.

10. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media as recited 1n claim 7, wherein:

the request to access the particular collaboration function

that satisfies requirements of the API of the manage-
ment service 1s a first request,

the management service processes the first request and

generates a second request to access the collaboration
function on the particular third-party collaboration ser-
vice, wherein the second request satisfies requirements
of an API of the particular third-party collaboration
Service.

11. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media as recited in claim 10, wherein the second request to
access the collaboration function on the particular third-
party collaboration service includes an authentication token
that 1s specific to both a user associated with the request to
access the particular collaboration function that satisfies
requirements of the API of the management service and the
particular third-party collaboration service.

12. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media as recited 1n claim 10, wherein the second request to
access the collaboration function on the particular third-
party collaboration service includes an authentication token
that 1s specific to the particular third-party collaboration
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service, but not a user associated with the request to access
the particular collaboration function that satisfies require-
ments of the API of the management service.
13. A computer-implemented method comprising:
allowing, by an annotation application executing on an
interactive whiteboard (IWB) appliance, a user of the
IWB appliance to annotate electronic content displayed
on the user interface of the IWB appliance; and
accessing, by a collaboration application executing on the

IWB appliance, a plurality of third-party collaboration
services via a management service that 1s separate from
both the collaboration application and the plurality of
third-party collaboration services;
wherein each third-party collaboration service, from the
plurality of third-party collaboration services, and the
management service supports a different Application
Program Interface (API);

the collaboration application supports the API of the
management service, but not the API of each third-
party collaboration service from the plurality of third-
party collaboration services; and

wherein the collaboration application 1s configured to

access a particular collaboration function on a particu-
lar third-party collaboration service, from the plurality
of collaboration services, by generating and transmiuit-
ting, to the management service, a request to access the
particular collaboration function that satisfies require-
ments of the API of the management service, but not
requirements of the API of the particular third-party
collaboration service.

14. The computer-implemented method as recited in
claim 13, wherein the collaboration application implements
a common graphical user interface across the plurality of
third-party collaboration services.

15. The computer-implemented method as recited in
claiam 13, wherein the collaboration application i1s one or
more of a stand-alone process, a plug-in module, a widget,
or a library.

16. The computer-implemented method as recited in
claim 13, wherein:

the request to access the particular collaboration function

that satisfies requirements of the API of the manage-
ment service 1s a first request,

the management service processes the first request and

generates a second request to access the collaboration
function on the particular third-party collaboration ser-
vice, wherein the second request satisfies requirements
of an API of the particular third-party collaboration
service.

17. The computer-implemented method as recited in
claim 16, wherein the second request to access the collabo-
ration function on the particular third-party collaboration
service ncludes an authentication token that 1s specific to
both a user associated with the request to access the par-
ticular collaboration function that satisfies requirements of
the API of the management service and the particular
third-party collaboration service.

¥ ¥ H ¥ H



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

