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LIGHT EMITTING DIODE (LED) DRIVING
CIRCUIT WITH COMMON CURRENT
SENSING RESISTOR AND CONFIGURED TO
DRIVE LED GROUPS, METHOD OFK
DRIVING THE CIRCUIT AND LIGHT
APPARATUS HAVING THE SAMEL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 USC 119(a)
of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2013-0114110 filed on
Sep. 25, 2013, 1n the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the
entire disclosure of which 1s incorporated herein by refer-
ence for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present mvention relates to a method of driving a
light emitting diode (LED) and to a LED driving circuit and
a light apparatus using an AC power supply to sequentially
drive a plurality of LED groups.

2. Description of Related Art

Light emitting diodes (LEDs) are photoelectric conver-
s1ion semiconductor devices having a PN-junction structure
formed by joining an n-type semiconductor region and a
p-type semiconductor region. LEDs emit light by combining
clectrons and positive holes at the PN-junction structure. In
comparison to a conventional light bulb and a fluorescent
light, LED exhibits reduced power consumption and
extended lifespan. Thus, LEDs may be used 1n place of the
conventional light bulb and fluorescent light for a general
light usage.

An LED dniving circuit generally uses a DC voltage
converted 1n a common AC power supply through a con-
verter to drive an LED. However, such an LED dniving
circuit generates a phase difference between a driving volt-
age and a driving current provided to an LED device. That
1s, the conventional LED driving circuit may not satisty a
required standard in a product such as a LED light 1n an
environment with electrical characteristics of a power factor
and a total harmonic distortion.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,989,807 (Jan. 24, 2006) relates to an LED
driving circuit, includes a plurality of LEDs, a voltage
detection circuit and a current switching circuit and re-
arranges LEDs through the current switching circuit to
improve a power factor and efliciency in response to a
voltage of a power source in the voltage detection circuit
being detected.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,081,722 (Jul. 25, 2006) relates to a LED
multiphase driver circuit and method, includes an LED
group coupled to a ground through separate conductive
paths and a phase switch forming each of the paths and
turning off a phase switch of an upper LED group to
decrease a power loss 1n response to a phase switch of a
lower LED group being turned on.

However, such methods of driving LEDs impose a space
limitation (i.e., integration limitation) 1n a module because
the conventional arts detect a level of an AC power supply
or use a plurality of sensing resistors for detecting a phase
voltage 1n each of the LED groups. Also, such conventional

arts require a logical circuit determining a current movement
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2

path according to a level of an AC power supply 1n each of
the LED groups for turning on the LED groups.

SUMMARY

This Summary 1s provided to introduce a selection of
concepts 1 a sumplified form that are further described
below 1n the Detailed Description. This Summary 1s not
intended to 1dentify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor 1s 1t intended to be used as an aid
in determining the scope of the claimed subject matter.

In one general aspect, a light emitting diode (LED)
driving circuit configured to sequentially drive a plurality of
series-coupled LED groups comprising at least one LED 1s
provided, the LED drniving circuit including a plurality of
mid nodes coupled to terminals of the plurality of the LED
groups, a common node with a reference voltage, a switch
umt configured to form a plurality of current movement
paths between the common node and the plurality of the mid
nodes and configured to select a current movement path
based on a control signal, a current measuring unit config-
ured to detect a current flow through the common node, and
a current control unit configured to generate the control
signal based on the detected current tlow.

The switch unit may include a plurality of the switches,
the plurality of the switches being connected to a corre-
sponding mid node and the common node to form a current
movement path.

A current flow of the common node may correspond to a
sum of currents flowing through the plurality of the current
movement paths.

The current measuring unit may include a sensing resistor,
the sensing resistor being coupled to the common node to
form a feedback loop. The current measuring unit may be
configured to detect an amount of a current flowing out from
the common node based on a voltage at both sides of the
sensing resistor.

The sensing resistor may be located outside of the LED
driving circuit.

The current control unit may be configured to differen-
tially amplify a reference voltage set to each of the plurality
ol the switches and the detected current tlow to control a
corresponding switch.

The set reference voltage may increase 1n response to an
increase in a distance between an AC power supply and a
mid node to which a corresponding switch 1s coupled.

The current control unit may be configured to turn off a
switch 1n the selected current movement path 1n response to
the current flow increasing to reifresh an actual current
movement path.

The current flow may 1ncrease in response to an increase
in a distance between the AC power supply and the selected
current movement path.

The current control unit may include a line shape block
configured to measure a level of the AC power supply and
to control an amount of a current flowing into each of the
plurality of the switches so that the detected current flow
responds to a change of the AC power supply.

The current control umit may include an output control
unit configured to measure a maximum level of the AC
power supply to decrease an amount of a current flowing
into each of the plurality of the switches up to a ratio 1n
excess of a reference level.

In another general aspect, there 1s provided a light appa-
ratus including a rectification unit configured to full-wave
rectify an AC voltage, a light emitting unit comprising a
plurality of series-coupled LED groups, each comprising at
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least one LED, and a LED driving circuit configured to
sequentially drive the plurality of the LED groups. The LED
driving circuit may include a plurality of mid nodes coupled
to each of terminals of the plurality of the LED groups, a
common node with a reference voltage, a switch unit con-
figured to form a plurality of current movement paths
between the common node and the plurality of the mid nodes
and configured to select a current movement path based on
a control signal, a current measuring unit configured to
detect a current flow through the common node, and a
current control unit configured to generate the control signal
based on the detected current flow.

In another general aspect, there 1s provided a method of
driving a plurality of series-coupled light emitting diode
(LED) groups each comprising at least one LED, the method
involving detecting a current flow through a common node
of a driving circuit, the drniving circuit comprising the
common node, a plurality of mid nodes coupled to terminals
of the plurality of the LED groups, a common node with a
reference voltage, and a switch unit configured to form a
plurality of current movement paths between the common
node and the plurality of the mid nodes; generating a control
signal based on the detected current tlow; and selecting a
current movement path from the plurality of current move-
ment paths based on the control signal.

Other features and aspects will be apparent from the
tollowing detailed description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FI1G. 1 1s a block diagram 1illustrating an example of a light
emitting diode (LED) apparatus.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram illustrating an example of an
LED driving circuit in the LED apparatus 1llustrated 1n FIG.
1.

FIG. 3 1s a circuit diagram illustrating an example of a
switch unit 1n the LED dniving circuit of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 1s a circuit diagram illustrating an example of a
current control unit 1n the LED driving circuit of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 1s a wavelorm diagram illustrating an example of
an operation of an LED driving circuit of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 1s a wavelorm diagram illustrating an example of
an operation of an LED driving circuit including a line shape
block.

FI1G. 7 1s a wavelorm diagram illustrating an example of
an operation of an LED driving circuit including an output
control unit.

Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described or provided, the same drawing
reference numerals will be understood to refer to the same
clements, features, and structures. The drawings may not be
to scale, and the relative size, proportions, and depiction of
clements 1n the drawings may be exaggerated for clarity,
illustration, and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description 1s provided to assist
the reader 1in gaining a comprehensive understanding of the
methods, apparatuses, and/or systems described herein.
However, various changes, modifications, and equivalents
of the systems, apparatuses and/or methods described herein
will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. The
progression of processing steps and/or operations described
1s an example; however, the sequence of and/or operations
1s not limited to that set forth herein and may be changed as
1s known 1n the art, with the exception of steps and/or

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

operations necessarlly occurring in a certain order. Also,
descriptions of functions and constructions that are well
known to one of ordinary skill in the art may be omitted for

increased clarity and conciseness.

The features described herein may be embodied 1n dif-
terent forms, and are not to be construed as being limited to
the examples described heremn. Rather, the examples
described herein have been provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete, and will convey the full
scope of the disclosure to one of ordinary skill in the art.

Terms described 1n the present disclosure may be under-
stood as follows.

While terms such as “first” and “second,” etc., may be
used to describe various components, such components must
not be understood as being limited to the above terms. The
above terms are used only to distinguish one component
from another. For example, a first component may be
referred to as a second component without departing from
the scope of nghts of the present disclosure, and likewise a
second component may be referred to as a first component.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to
as being “connected to” another element, 1t can be directly
connected to the other element or imntervening elements may
also be present. In contrast, when an element is referred to
as being “directly connected to” another element, no inter-
vening elements are present. In addition, unless explicitly
described to the contrary, the word “comprise” and varia-
tions such as “comprises” or “comprising,” will be under-
stood to 1mply the inclusion of stated elements but not the
exclusion of any other elements. Meanwhile, other expres-
sions describing relationships between components such as
“~ between”, “immediately ~ between” or “adjacent to ~”
and “directly adjacent to ~” may be construed similarly.

Singular forms “a”, “an” and “the” 1n the present disclo-
sure are intended to include the plural forms as well, unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be further
understood that terms such as “including” or “having,” etc.,
are 1intended to 1indicate the existence of the teatures, num-
bers, operations, actions, components, parts, or combina-
tions thereof disclosed in the specification, and are not
intended to preclude the possibility that one or more other
features, numbers, operations, actions, components, parts, or
combinations thereof may exist or may be added.

The terms used 1n the present application are merely used
to describe various examples, and are not intended to limit
the present disclosure. Unless otherwise defined, all terms
used herein, including technical or scientific terms, have the
same meanings as those generally understood by those with
ordinary knowledge in the field of art to which the present
disclosure belongs 1n view of the present disclosure. Such
terms as those defined 1n a generally used dictionary are to
be interpreted to have the meanings equal to the contextual
meanings 1n the relevant field of art, and are not to be
interpreted to have ideal or excessively formal meanings
unless clearly defined 1n the present disclosure.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a light emitting diode
(LED) apparatus.

Referring to FIG. 1, a light emitting diode (LED) appa-
ratus 100 includes a power supply unit 110, a light emitting
unit 120 and a LED driving circuit 130.

The power supply unit 110 may be configured to full-
wave rectity an AC voltage. For example, the power supply
unmit 110 may full-wave rectity an AC voltage applied to the
LED apparatus to form a pulsating voltage and may provide
the pulsating voltage to the light emitting unit 120 and the

LED drniving circuit 130.
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The power supply unit 110 may include a rectification
circuit for full-wave rectifying the AC voltage. The rectifi-
cation circuit may be, for example, implemented as a bridge
diode.

The power supply unit 110 may not require a separate
converter that converts the AC voltage mto a relatively
uniform DC voltage.

The light emitting unit 120 may include a plurality of
series-coupled LED groups, and each of the LED groups
may include at least one LED.

Herein, mn the event that an LED group includes a
plurality of LEDs, the plurality of the LEDs may be coupled
in series, 1n parallel or in combination according to product
applications. Also, each of the plurality of the LEDs may
include a resistor component. The resistor component may
be coupled to the plurality of the LEDs 1n series or in
parallel.

The LED drniving circuit 130 1s coupled to one terminal of
the light emitting unit 120 and the power supply unit 110 to
form a plurality of current movement paths for the light
emitting unit 120 to determine a specific current movement
path based on a current flow of the LED drniving circuit 130
(c.g., total amount of a current).

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a light emitting diode
(LED) driving circuit of an LED apparatus according to FIG.
1.

Referring to FIG. 2, the LED driving circuit 130 includes
mid nodes 210, a common node 220, a switch unit 230, a
current measuring umt 240 and a current control unit 250.

The mid nodes 210 are coupled to a terminal 1n each of the
plurality of the LED groups. For instance, the mid nodes 210
are coupled to a rear terminal 1n each of the LED groups, and
the rear terminal corresponds to a cathode through which a
current flows out according to a current flow.

For example, the light emitting unit 120 may include a
first through fourth LED groups in series, and the LED
driving circuit 130 may include a first through fourth mid
nodes 211 through 214. In this example, the first mid node
211 corresponds to a node being coupled to the first and
second LED groups (1.e., a node being 1n the rear terminal
of the first LED group). Similarly, the second through fourth
mid nodes 212 through 214 corresponds to nodes being in
the rear terminals of the second through fourth LED groups.

The common node 220 corresponds to a node having a
reference voltage. For instance, the common node 220 1s
applied to an external reference voltage, and the common
node 220 may be coupled to a ground GND to cause the
reference voltage to have a value of 0 [V].

The switch umt 230 couples the common node 220 to
cach of the plurality of the mid nodes or cuts the common
node 220 off from each of the plurality of the mid nodes.

In one example, the switch unit 230 includes a plurality of
switches being coupled to each of the mid nodes 210 and the
common node 220 to form a current movement path. Herein,
cach of the plurality of the switches 1s turned on or turned
ofl based on a control signal to form a current movement
path between the mid nodes 210 and the common node 220.

In one example, each of the plurality of the switches may
be mmplemented as a Metal Oxide Silicon Field Effect
Transistor MOSFET). For example, each of the plurality of
the switches may be implemented as a high voltage NMOS
for having AC voltage durability.

FIG. 3 1s a circuit diagram illustrating an example of a
switch unit of an LED driving circuit according to FIG. 2.

Referring to FIG. 3, the switch unit 230 includes four
MOSFETs being coupled 1n parallel to the mid nodes 210

and the common node 220.
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Herein, a drain and a source of each of the MOSFFETs are
coupled to a corresponding one of the mid nodes 210 and the
common node 220, and each of the MOSFETs operates
based on the control signal received through a corresponding
gate.

A voltage applied between a gate and a source 1n the

MOSFET (1.e., saturation voltage flowing through MOSFET
according to the control signal) may increase. In response to
a voltage applied between a drain and a source of the
MOSFET increasing, a current tlowing through the MOS-
FET may increase within a saturation voltage range.

The switch unit 230 may control an amount of a current
flowing through the plurality of the LED groups in response
to the control signal.

Referring back to FIG. 2, the current measuring unit 240

1s configured to detect a current tlow of the common node
220.

For instance, the current measuring unit 240 may deter-
mine a total amount of a current flowing out from the LED
driving circuit 130 and the total amount of the current may
correspond to a summation of a current tlowing into at least
one of the plurality of the LED groups and a current being
consumed for driving the LED drniving circuit 130.

In one example, the current measuring unit 240 may
include a feedback loop. The feedback loop includes a
voltage measuring terminal V __ and a sensing resistor R __.
The voltage measuring terminal V__ 1s coupled to one
terminal of the power supply unit 110. The sensing resistor
R . 1s located outside and 1s coupled between the voltage
measuring terminal V __ and the common node 220.

A voltage of the voltage measuring terminal V__ (i.e.,
voltage across the sensing resistor R_ ) 1s represented as a
multiplication of an amount of a common current I and a
size of the sensing resistor R__ (1.e., V_=-1 *R ). The
common current I . flows into externals through the common
node 220. The current measuring unit 240 detects an amount
of a current in the common node 220 based on the voltage
of the voltage measuring terminal V__ and may estimate a
status of an AC input voltage.

The current control unit 250 generates the control signal
for controlling the switch unit 230 based on the detected
current tlow.

In one example, the current control unit 250 may detect a
variation of a current detected through the current measuring
unit 240 to select a current movement path in iner of the
switch unit 230.

Heremalter, an example of an operation of the current
control unit 250 will be described 1n detail.

The LED driving circuit 130 receives a full-wave rectified
power supply voltage, and a driving current rises due to an
internal component of the LED drniving circuit 130. In
response to the power supply voltage being sufliciently high,
the LED driving circuit 130 operates due to a set of an
internal bias.

An amount of a current flowing through an LED 1s
generally small due to LED characteristics when a voltage
being supplied to the LED 1s less than or equal to a threshold
voltage. However, the amount of the current flowing through
the LED rapidly increases when the voltage being supplied
to the LED 1s more than the threshold voltage. A threshold
voltage 1in each of the plurality of the LED groups may be
determined according to at least one LED included 1n a
corresponding LED group and a topology configuration
thereof. When a voltage applied to each of the plurality of
the LED groups 1s more than a corresponding threshold
voltage, a current in a corresponding LED group may tlow.
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In the current control unit 250, a power supply voltage
sequentially flows through the plurality of the LED groups
in response to the power supply voltage being greater than
threshold voltages of the plurality of the LED groups and a
variation of an amount of a current being step-increased. The
current control umt 250 may control the switch unit 230 to
form an optimal current movement path.

FIG. 4 1s a circuit diagram illustrating an example of a
current control unit of an LED driving circuit according to

FIG. 2.
Referring to FIG. 4, the light emitting unit 120 includes

tour LEDs, each being respectively included in four LED
groups (1.e., LED1 through LED4). In an example of the
light emitting unit 120, the switch unit 230 includes four
switches respectively corresponding to the four LEDs. Each
of the four switches may be implemented with an NMOS-
FET and may include a resistor component.

The current control unit 250 includes four amplifiers
respectively corresponding to the four switches. An input
terminal in each of the amplifiers 1s coupled to an output
terminal of the current measuring unit 240 and each of
reference voltages V, o through V.. In this example, the
current measuring unit 240 may be implemented as a
combination of a current source, an amplifier and a resistor,
and an output voltage of the current measuring unit 240 may
be 1n proportion with a detected current.

The reference voltages Vo through V . may be set
during a manufacturing procedure. In response to an
increase ol a distance between a mid node being coupled to
a corresponding switch (i.e., one of mid nodes 211 through
214) and an AC power supply, a corresponding reference
voltage may relatively increase. For example, each of the
reference voltages V, , through V, ., may be increasingly
set, and thereby the reference voltage V, o may be set to a
value of 1 [V], and the reference voltages V,_, through 'V, _,
may be increasingly set by a value of 10 [mV] with regard
to the reterence voltage V, 4.

Each of the amplifiers differentially amplifies one of the
reference voltages V, , through V., and an output ot the
current measuring unit 240 to generate the control signal.
The control signal 1s supplied to a gate of the switches. In
response to an output voltage of the current measuring unit
240 being greater than a corresponding reference voltage
(1.e. one of the reference voltages Vrefl through Vreld), a
corresponding switch 1s turned off and when the output
voltage 1s less than the corresponding voltage, the corre-
sponding switch maintains a turn-on state.

Hereinafter, another example of an operation of the LED
driving circuit will be described based on a power supply
voltage V, .

First, when the power supply voltage V. 1s applied to the
LED driving circuit 130 and the power supply voltage V., 1s
less than a threshold voltage of the first LED (LED), ), there
1s substantially no current flowing out though the common
node 220 via the switches. Accordingly, an output voltage of
the output measuring unit 240 has a value of substantially O,
and all of the switches are maintained 1n a turn-on state.

Second, 1 response to the power supply voltage V.,
increasing and the power supply voltage V. being more than
a threshold voltage of the first LED (LED), ), a voltage of the
first mid node 1s more than the first reference voltage. In
such an event, a small amount of a current I, flows through
the first switch according to a voltage between terminals of
the first switch. A current I . flowing out through the common
node 220 (hereinaftter, referred to as a common current) may
correspond to a current I, tlowing through the first switch.
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Herein, the common current 1. 1s substantially equal to a
current flowing through the light emitting umit 120. Here-
inafter, the common current I . 1s assumed to be the same as
the current flowing through the light emitting unit 120. Thais
1s because an amount of a dniving current according to a
driving of the LED driving circuit 130 1s relatively small 1n

comparison to the current flowing through the light emitting
unit 120.

Meanwhile, the current measuring unit 240 1s configured
to detect a current of the common node 220 to provide a
corresponding voltage to the current control unit 250. As
described above, the current measuring umt 240 may detect
the current of the common node 220 through a feedback
loop.

The current 1. detected 1n the current measuring unit 240
1s substantially equal to the current I, flowing through the
first switch (1.e., I =I, when the driving current for the LED
driving circuit 130 1s 1gnored) and the current measuring
umt 240 outputs a voltage having a value of I_*k (constant)
to provide the voltage to the current control unit 250.

The current control unit 250 amplifies a diflerence 1n
voltage between the first reference voltage V, o and an
output voltage of the current measuring unit 240 through an
amplifier to provide the diflerence in voltage to the first
switch. When the output voltage of the current measuring,
unit 240 1s less than the first reference voltage V, 4 (.e.,
[.¥k<V, ,), the first switch maintains a turn-on state.
Herein, a timing point 1n which the first switch maintains a
turn-on state (1.e., a timing point in which the first switch
turns oft) 1s determined based on values otk and V.

The second through fourth switches maintain turn-on

states 1n a similar manner to the first switch because the
second through fourth reterence voltages V, ., through vV, .,
of the second through fourth switches 1s higher than the first
reference voltage V, ,. However, when the power supply
voltage V. 1s not more than a threshold voltage of the
second through fourth LEDs (LED, . .. LED,), a current
may not flow through the second through fourth switches.
Rather, the current may tlow through a current movement
path being formed by the first switch.
Third, 1n response to the power supply voltage V,
increasing and the power supply voltage V. being greater
than a summation of threshold voltages i the first and
second LEDs (LED,, LED,), a small current I, flows
through the second switch.

The current control unit 250 1s configured to amplify a
voltage difference between the second reference voltage
V.. and an output voltage of the current measuring unit 240
through an amplifier to provide the difference in voltage to
the second switch. In response to the output voltage of the
current measuring umt 240 being less than the second
reference voltage V,  » (e, I,*L*k<V, ), the second
switch maintains a turn-on state.

Meanwhile, the current control unit 250 1s configured to
amplily a difference 1n voltage between the first reference
voltage V, 4 and an output voltage of the current measuring
unmt 240 through an amplifier to provide the voltage differ-
ence to the first switch. In the event that the output voltage
of the current measuring unit 240 1s greater than the first
reference voltage V _, (1.e., I, *,*k>V, ), the first switch
1s turned ofl.

When the power supply voltage V., 1s not more than a
threshold voltage of the third and fourth LEDs (LED;,
LED,), a current may not flow through the third and fourth
switches, and the current flows through a current movement
path being formed by the second switch.
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Fourth, in response to the power supply voltage V.
increasing and the power supply voltage V, being greater
than a summation of threshold voltages 1n the first through
third LEDs (LED, . LED;) or the first through fourth
LEDs (LED, . . . LED4), the current control unit 250
calculates a difference voltage between each of the reference
voltages V, , through V. 1n the plurality of the switches
and an output voltage of the current measuring unit 240 to
control an operation 1 each of the first through fourth
switches.

Fifth, 1n response to the power supply voltage V. decreas-
ing, the LED driving circuit operates 1n the other way as
described above.

When a maximum voltage of the power supply voltage
V. 1s less than a summation of threshold voltages 1n the first
through fourth LEDs (LED), ... LED,), a current I, flowing
through the fourth LED (LED,) may correspond to a value
of 0 [A]. When the common current Ic rapidly decreases
(1.e., Ic*k<V, ), the third switch 1s turned on and the
current 13 flows through the third LED (LED,).

In response to a level of the power supply voltage V_
decreasing, the current control unit 250 may control opera-
tions of the first through fourth switches as illustrated above.

Therefore, the LED driving circuit 130 may set an opti-
mum current movement path without a separate logic circuit
for determining a current movement path according to a
level of an AC power.

FIG. 5 1s a wavetorm diagram 1llustrating an operation of
an LED dniving circuit according to FIG. 1.

In FIG. 5(a), the power supply voltage V. corresponds to
a pulsation voltage generated by tull-wave rectifying an AC
voltage.

In FIG. 5(b), the common current Ic corresponds to a
current flowing out of the LED drniving circuit 130 through
the common node 220. The common current Ic indicates a
stepped wavelorm being changed step by step when the
power supply voltage V. increases or decreases to corre-
spond to a specific voltage V,,,, V.,, Vs 0or V..

The common current 1s not changed before the power
supply voltage V, 1s greater than a first specific voltage V , , .
Herein, the first specific voltage V,,, may correspond to a
threshold voltage of the first LED group. Belore the power
supply voltage V. 1s more than the threshold voltage of the
first LED group, a current does not tlow through the com-
mon node 220 via the mid nodes 211, 212, 213, 214, and
thereby the switches maintains a turn-on state.

When the power supply voltage V, 1s greater than the
threshold voltage of the first LED group, a small current
passing through the first LED group may be applied to the
common node 220 through the first mid node 211 and the
first switch.

The current control umt 250 may sense a variation of the
small current to determine a current movement path so that
a current of the light emitting unit 120 flows into the first
switch. The common current 1. 1s saturated to maintain a
constant value betore the power supply voltage V_ 1s more
than a second specific voltage V.. Herein, the second
specific voltage V,, , may correspond to a summation of each
of the threshold voltages 1n the first and second LED groups.
As described above, when the power supply voltage V. 1s
more than the second specific voltage V , ,, a small current

passing into the second LED group 1s applied to the common
node 220 through the second mid node 210 and the second
switch.

The current control umt 250 may sense a varniation of the
small current to refresh the current movement path so that a

current of the light emitting unit 120 flows through the
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second switch. That 1s, the current control unit 250 may turn
ofl the first switch through the control signal.

As described above, the common current I . 1s changed 1n
response to the power supply voltage V. 1ncreasing to
exceed each of third and fourth specific voltages V,, , and
V . .. The current control unit 250 may sense such a change
to refresh the current movement path.

The common current I . may change 1n the other way 1n the
event that the power supply voltage V. decreases, rather
than the power supply voltage V, increasing.

In the event that the power supply voltage V. decreases
below the fourth specific voltage V., from a maximum
voltage, the LED current may rapidly decrease because a
voltage applied to the fourth LED group 1s not more than a
corresponding threshold voltage. The current control unit
250 may refresh the current movement path based on a
current change. That 1s, the current control unit 250 may turn
on the third switch.

In FIG. 5(c), wavelorms corresponding to currents I,
through I, that tlow through the first through fourth switches
are 1llustrated. A current 1 that flows through an n-th switch
has a specific value 1n response to the power supply voltage
V. corresponding to a value between a n-th threshold
voltage and a (n+1)-th threshold voltage.

A current I, flowing through the first switch has a specific
value 1n response to the power supply voltage V., corre-
sponding to a value between the first threshold voltage V , ,
and the second threshold voltage V, ,.

Accordingly, as the power supply voltage V, increases,
the current movement path 1s sequentially changed from the
first switch to the fourth switch. In response to the power
supply voltage V. decreasing from a maximum voltage, the
current movement path 1s sequentially changed from the
fourth switch to the first switch.

In one example, the current control umt 250 may further
include a line shape block. The line shape block detects a
level of the power supply voltage V. and controls an amount
of a current flowing 1nto each of the plurality of the switches
so that the detected current tlow responds to a change of the
power supply voltage V, . For instance, the line shape block
may detect a level of the power supply voltage V, . The line
shape block may calculate a difference in voltage between
the power supply voltage V. and a signal outputted from the
current measuring unit 240, and may add the difference into
the control signal generated from the current control umit
250 to control an amount of current flowing into each of the
plurality of the switches. For example, when the plurality of
the switches 1s respectively implemented as MOSFETs and
the line shape block controls so that the control signal
applied to the MOSFETs increases in accordance with a
level of the power supply voltage V., , a maximum value of
the current flowing into the MOSFET increases and the
current measuring unit 240 may detect the common current
I being varied 1n response to a variation of the power supply
voltage V, .

FIG. 6 1s a wavelorm diagram illustrating an operation of
an example of an LED dniving circuit that includes a line
shape block.

In FIG. 6(a), a wavelorm from an LED driving circuit
without a line shape block 1s represented. An x-axis and a
y-axis of the wavelorm respectively represent a time and a
level of a power supply voltage V. or an amount of the
common current Ic.

As stated above, the power supply voltage V., corre-
sponds to a pulsation voltage, and the common current Ic
corresponds to a stepped wavetorm being varied when the
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power supply voltage V. 1s more than a specific voltage
(e.g., a threshold voltage of LEDs).

In FIG. 6(b), an LED driving circuit with a line shape
block 1s represented, and the common current I 1s varied
with a slope per specific section 1n response to a variation of
the power supply voltage V., .

The LED driving circuit 130 may increase a current area
during a single period (i.e., an average current) to 1mprove
a power efliciency and a light efliciency.

In one example, the current control unit 250 may further
include an output control unit. The output control umnit
measures a maximum level of the power supply voltage V.
to decrease an amount of a current flowing into each of the
plurality of the switches up to a ratio 1n excess of the
reference level.

For example, the output control unit may measure a
maximum level of the power supply voltage V., , calculate a
rat10 1n excess ol a pre-defined reference level and decrease
a control signal generated from the current control unit 250
up to the ratio to control an amount of a current tlowing into
the plurality of the switches.

In response to an LED driving circuit having a reference
level of the power supply voltage V. corresponds to a value
of 220 [Vrms] and a maximum level of the power supply
voltage V. corresponding to a value of 242 [Vrms], the
output eentrel unit may measure a maximum level of the
power supply Veltage V. 1rom the power supply unmt 110,
calculate a ratio 1n excess of 220 [V] (1.e., the reference
level) as 10% and decrease an amount of a current flowing
into each of the plurality of the switches as much as the ratio
10% compared to an amount of a conventional current (a
current flowing when a reference level of the power supply
voltage V_ 1s applied to the LED circuit).

FI1G. 7 1s a wavelorm diagram 1llustrating an operation of
an example of an LED driving circuit including an output
control unit.

In FIG. 7(a), power supply voltages V., and V__, that are
being applied to an LED driving circuit are represented 1n a
wavelorm. An x-axis and a y-axis of the wavelorm respec-
tively indicate a time and a level of a power supply voltage
V. or an amount of the common current Ic.

A reference power supply voltage V. . and a real power
supply voltage V. . are represented 1in FIG. 7(a). A level of
the real power supply voltage V. , 1s more than that of the
reference power supply voltage V. ;.

In FIG. 7(b), a reference common current I, and a real
common current Ice 1n response to the reference power
supply voltage V., , and the real power supply voltage V., ,
are represented.

In an LED driving circuit without an output control unit,
the reference common current 1., and the real common
current I_, are equal. However, as described above, the real
power supply voltage V. , more quickly reaches a specific
voltage (e.g., a threshold voltage of LEDs) and the real
common current Ice flows during a long time 1n per section,
in comparison to the reference common current I,

In an LED driving circuit with an output control unit, an
amount of the real common current 1_, may be decreased
with a slope of the calculated ratio. The LED driving circuit
130 may constantly maintain a current area (average current)
during a single period 1n spite of a vanation of the power
supply voltage Vin to constantly maintain an LED bright-
ness.

In one example, the LED driving circuit 130 may further
include a driving power unit.

The driving power unit 1s coupled to the power supply
unit 110 and provides a power supply voltage for an opera-
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tion of the LED driving circuit 130. For example, the driving
power unit may be implemented as JFET (Junction gate
ficld-eflect transistor).

Various examples described above relate to a LED driving
circuit that allows an easier integration into a light apparatus.
For instance, the LED driving circuit may not require a
logical circuit for determining a current movement path
according to a level of an AC power supply.

The described technology may have the following eflects.
However, this does not mean that a specific example should
include all the following eflects or only the following
ellects, and 1t should not be understood that a claim scope of
the described technology 1s not limited to the following
cllects. Rather, the scope of a claim 1s determined by the
language of the claim.

Various examples described above may detect a current of
a common node being coupled to LED groups to determine
a current movement path of the LED groups thereby an
integration to a light apparatus may be easier.

Various examples described above may determine a cur-
rent movement path based on a variation amount of a current
in a common node thereby a logical circuit for detecting a
voltage 1n LED groups may be removed.

While this disclosure includes specific examples, 1t will
be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that various
changes 1n form and details may be made in these examples
without departing from the spirit and scope of the claims and
theirr equivalents. The examples described herein are to be
considered 1n a descriptive detect only, and not for purposes
of limitation. Descriptions of features or aspects in each
example are to be considered as being applicable to similar
features or aspects 1n other examples. Suitable results may
be achieved 1f the described teehniques are performed 1n a
different order, and/or 11 components 1n a described system,
architecture, device, or circuit are combined 1n a different
manner and/or replaced or supplemented by other compo-
nents or their equivalents. Therefore, the scope of the
disclosure 1s defined not by the detailed description, but by
the claims and their equivalents, and all vaniations within the
scope of the claims and their equivalents are to be construed
as being included in the disclosure.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A light emitting diode (LED) driving circuit configured
to drive LED groups being connected to an AC power supply
and each LED group comprising at least one LED, the LED
driving circuit comprising;:

a corresponding mid node respectively connected to an

output of each of the LED groups;

a plurality of switches configured to form a current
movement path between the corresponding mid node
and a common node connected to a predetermined
voltage, each switch of the plurality of switches com-
prising a resistor directly connected to the common
node and to the predetermined voltage, and a metal
oxide semiconductor field effect transistor (MOSFET);

a sensing resistor having a first terminal directly con-
nected to the common node and to the predetermined
voltage;

a current measuring unit connected to a second terminal
of the sensing resistor and configured to measure a total
amount of current flowing out from the common node
based on a voltage drop across the sensing resistor, and
to generate an output voltage that 1s 1n direct proportion
with the measured total amount of current; and

a current control unit configured to provide a control
signal for controlling the plurality of switches based on
the output voltage.




US 10,339,888 B2

13

2. The LED dnving circuit of claim 1, wherein the total
amount of current flowing out from the common node
corresponds to a sum of currents flowing through current
movement paths formed between respective mid node of the
cach LED group and the common node and currents con-
sumed to drive the LED driving circuit.

3. The LED dniving circuit of claim 1, wherein the current
control unit 1s configured to differentially amplify a difler-
ence between a reference voltage set to each of the plurality
of the switches and the voltage drop across the sensing
resistor to generate the control signal and to control opera-
tion of the plurality of the switches through the generated
control signal.

4. The LED driving circuit of claim 3, wherein the set
reference voltage increases 1n response 1o an increase 1n a
distance between a mid node, to which a corresponding
switch of the plurality of switches 1s coupled, and the AC
power supply.

5. The LED driving circuit of claim 1, wherein the current
control unit 1s configured to turn ofl a switch of the plurality
of switches 1n a selected current movement path in response
to an increase 1 an amount of current measured by the
sensing resistor to refresh an actual current movement path.

6. The LED driving circuit of claim 1, wherein a current
flow increases in response to an increase in a distance
between the AC power supply and the formed current
movement path.

7. The LED dniving circuit of claim 1, wherein the current
control unit comprises a line shape block configured to
measure a level of the AC power supply and to control an
amount of a current flowing into each of the plurality of the
switches so that the measured amount of current responds
linearly to a change of the AC power supply.

8. The LED driving circuit of claim 1, wherein the current
control unit comprises an output control unit configured to
measure a maximum level of the AC power supply to
decrease an amount of a current flowing into each of the
plurality of the switches up to a ratio in excess of a reference
level.

9. The LED driving circuit of claim 1, wherein the switch
unit 1s configured to form the current movement path
between each of the LED groups and the common node
through a plurality of resistors, each directly connected to
the common node.

10. The LED drniving circuit of claim 1, wherein the LED
groups configured to be driven by the LED driving circuit
constitute all LED groups capable of being driven by the
LED drniving circuait.

11. A light apparatus comprising:

a rectification unit configured to rectify an AC voltage to

provide a DC power supply;

a plurality of series-coupled LED groups being connected

to the rectification unit and each LED group of the
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plurality of LED groups comprising at least one LED
connected to a corresponding mid node; and

a LED driving circuit configured to drive the plurality of

LED groups,

whereimn the LED driving circuit comprises:

a plurality of switches configured to form a current
movement path between the corresponding mid nodes
and a common node connected to a reference voltage,
cach switch of the plurality of switches comprising a
resistor directly connected to the common node and to
the reference voltage, and a metal oxide semiconductor

field effect transistor (MOSFET);

a sensing resistor having a first terminal directly con-
nected to the common node and to the reference
voltage;

a current measuring unit connected to a second terminal
of the sensing resistor and configured to measure a total
amount of current flowing out from the common node
based on a voltage drop across the sensing resistor, and
to provide an output voltage that 1s 1n direct proportion
with the measured total amount of current; and

a current control unit configured to generate a control
signal for controlling the plurality of switches based on
the output voltage.

12. A method of dnving light emitting diode (LED)
groups connected to an AC power supply, each LED group
comprising at least one LED connected to a corresponding
mid node, the method comprising:

measuring, using a current measuring unit, a total amount
of current flowing out from a common node of a driving,
circuit based on a voltage drop across a sensing resistor,
the driving circuit comprising the common node con-
nected to a reference voltage and to a first terminal of
the sensing resistor, a plurality of switches, and the
current measuring unit being connected to a second
terminal of the sensing resistor;

providing an output voltage that 1s 1n direct proportion
with the measured total amount of current to a current
control unait;

providing a control signal, to each switch of the plurality
of switches for controlling the plurality of switches
based on the output voltage, each switch comprising a
resistor directly connected to the common node and to
the reference voltage, and a metal oxide semiconductor
field etlect transistor (MOSFET); and

forming a current movement path between the corre-
sponding mid node and the common node directly
connected to the first terminal of the sensing resistor 1n
response to the control signal being input to the plu-
rality of switches.
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