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SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE WITH POWER
ON RESET CIRCUITRY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This Application 1s a Continuation Application of U.S.
Ser. No. 15/439,175 filed Feb. 22, 2017, which 1s a Con-

tinuation Application of U.S. Ser. No. 14/845,060 filed Sep.
3, 2015, now U.S. Pat. No. 9,612,644, which 1s a Continu-
ation Application of U.S. Ser. No. 14/036,781 filed Sep. 25,
2013, now U.S. Pat. No. 9,166,601, which claims priority to
Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-210941 filed Sep. 25,
2012. The subject matter of each 1s incorporated herein by
reference 1n entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a semiconductor device
and 1s preferably applicable to, for example, a semiconduc-
tor device incorporating a power on reset circuit.

Patent Document 1 discloses a reset circuit including a
voltage tluctuation detection circuit and a voltage monitor-
ing timer circuit. When supply voltage 1s turned on, the
voltage tluctuation detection circuit outputs a voltage fluc-
tuation signal 1n response to the arrival of the supply voltage
at a threshold voltage. The voltage monitoring timer circuit
1s reset by a voltage fluctuation signal and expires when a
certain time has passed. The reset circuit resets a microcoms-
puter during a standby period from when the voltage moni-
toring timer circuit 1s reset to when it expires.

Patent Document 2 discloses a voltage detection circuit, a
reset circuit, and a delay circuit including a counter circuit.
When supply voltage takes a normal value, the voltage
detection circuit outputs a voltage detection signal; after 1t
carries out a predetermined counting operation through the
counter circuit, 1t outputs a count up signal. The reset circuit
outputs a reset canceling signal in response to the output of
the count up signal.

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Unexamined Patent Pub-
lication No. 2007-249777

[Patent Document 2] Japanese Unexamined Patent Pub-
lication No. He1 06(1994)-096238

SUMMARY

The reason why the voltage monitoring timer 1s provided
in the technology 1n Patent Document 1 1s to cancel a reset
to operate the microcomputer aiter supply voltage arrives at
the operation lower-limit voltage of the microcomputer.
However, the rise time after supply voltage exceeds a
threshold voltage before it arrives at a rated voltage varies
depending on the type of the power supply or the like. When
a rise time 1s shorter than a standby time, the start of
operation of the microcomputer 1s delayed and the power
consumption 1s 1ncreased.

Other objects and novel features of the invention will be
apparent from the description of this specification and the
accompanying drawings.

According to an embodiment, the following 1s carried out
in the semiconductor device of this mvention: the falling
edge of a power on reset signal 1s delayed by a delay time
set by a setting section to generate an internal reset signal
and an internal circuit 1s reset by this internal reset signal.

According to an embodiment, the timing with which a
reset of an internal circuit 1s canceled can be adjusted;
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2

therefore, it 1s possible to shorten the wastetul standby time
of the internal circuit and reduce the power consumption.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a circuit block diagram 1llustrating a principal
part of a semiconductor device 1n a first embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 2 1s a time chart indicating the operation of the
semiconductor device illustrated 1in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a time chart indicating the usage of the semi-
conductor device illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 1s another time chart indicating the usage of the
semiconductor device 1illustrated 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 1s a circuit block diagram 1llustrating a modifica-
tion to the first embodiment;

FIG. 6 1s a circuit block diagram 1llustrating a principal
part of a semiconductor device 1n a second embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 7 1s a time chart indicating the operation of the
semiconductor device illustrated in FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 1s a circuit block diagram illustrating a principal
part of a semiconductor device 1n a third embodiment of the
invention; and

FIG. 9 1s a time chart indicating the operation of the
semiconductor device illustrated in FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

First Embodiment

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 1, a semiconductor device 1n the first
embodiment of the mvention includes: a POR (Power On
Reset) circuit 1, an AND gate 2, a flip flop (FF) 3, an inverter
4, a storage section 3, a counter 6, and an internal circuit 7.

The POR circuit 1 brings a power on reset signal QPOR
to the “L” level, or the activation level, in response to
turn-on of supply voltage VCC; 1t brings the power on reset
signal WPOR to the “H” level, or the deactivation level, 1n
response to arrival of the supply voltage VCC at a threshold
voltage V'11. The power on reset signal JPOR 1s supplied
to one mput terminal of the AND gate 2 and 1s supplied to
the set terminal 3a of the tlip flop 3; 1t 1s inverted by the
inverter 4 and 1s supplied to the reset terminal 65 of the
counter 0.

The AND gate 2 recerves the power on reset signal QPOR
and the output signal 6 of the counter 6 and supplies the
logical multiplication signal 92 of the signals to the reset
terminal 35 of the flip flop 3. The thp tlop 3 1s set 1n response
to the power on reset signal DPOR being brought to the “L”
level, or the activation level and brings an internal reset
signal RES to the “L” level, or the activation level. The tlip
tflop 3 1s reset 1n response to the output signal 32 of the AND
gate 2 being brought to the “H” level, or the activation level
and brings the internal reset signal RES to the “H” level, or
the deactivation level.

The storage section 3 includes a flash memory from which
data can be read even when the supply voltage VCC 1s lower
than the threshold voltage VT1 and supplies a data signal D1
to the counter 6. When the rise time of the supply voltage
VCC 1s short, the data signal D1 1s brought to, for example,
“0” (ground voltage VSS); when the rise time of the supply
voltage VCC 1s long, the data signal D1 1s brought to, for
example, “1” (supply voltage VCC). The rise time of supply
voltage VCC refers to a time required for the supply voltage
VCC to reach the rated voltage VR atter the supply voltage
VCC 1s turned on. The rise time of supply voltage VCC 1s
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determined by the current supply capability of a power
supply that supplies the supply voltage VCC to the semi-
conductor device and other like factors.

A user of the semiconductor device writes a data signal
D1 of “0” or “1” to the storage section 5 1n accordance with
the configuration of a system incorporating the semiconduc-
tor device. Instead of the flash memory, an externally
cuttable fuse may be provided 1n the storage section 5 and
the data signal D1 may be generated according to whether or
not the fuse 1s cut. A circuit that carries out, for example, the
tollowing processing may be provided 1n the storage section
5: when the fuse 1s cut, the circuit outputs ground voltage
VSS 1indicating that the data signal D1 1s at *“0”; and when
the fuse 1s not cut, the circuit outputs supply voltage VCC
indicating that the data signal D1 1s at “1.” An external
terminal for supplying the data signal D1 to the counter 6
may be provided. The storage section 5 comprises a setting,
section.

The maximum value CM of the count value C on the
counter 6 1s changed according to the data signal D1. When
the data signal D1 1s at “0,” the maximum value CM of the
count value C 1s a relatively small value CML; when the data
signal D1 1s at *1,” the maximum value CM of the count
value C 1s relatively large value CMH (CML<CMH).

When the inverted signal /APOR of the power on reset
signal OPOR supplied to the reset terminal 65 1s at the “H”
level, the count value C on the counter 6 1s reset and fixed
to the mitial value. That 1s, when the power on reset signal
WPOR 1s at the “L” level, the count value C 1s reset and fixed
to the mitial value. When the power on reset signal OPOR
1s brought to the “H” level, the reset of the count value C 1s
canceled and the counting operation of the counter 6 is
started.

When the internal reset signal RES supplied to the stop
terminal 6a 1s at the “H” level, the counting operation of the
counter 6 1s stopped. When the internal reset signal RES 1s
brought to the “L” level, the counting operation of the
counter 6 i1s enabled.

Therefore, the counter 6 starts to count the number of
pulses of a clock signal (not shown) 1n response to the power
on reset signal YPOR being raised from the “L” level to the
“H” level. The counter 6 raises the signal (36 from the “L”
level to the “H” level to stop counting in response to the
arrival of 1ts count value C at the maximum value CML or
CMH.

The signal 6 1s brought to the “H” level, the output
signal (32 of the AND gate 2 is raised from the “L” level to
the “H” level. As a result, the flip tlop 3 1s reset and the
internal reset signal RES 1s raised to the “H” level, or the
deactivation level.

The internal circuit 7 1s a logic circuit such as, for
example, the central processing unit of a microcomputer.
The mternal circuit 1s reset to the initial state during a period
tor which the internal reset signal RES 1s at the “L”" level and
starts operation 1n response to the internal reset signal RES
being brought from the “L” level to the “H” level.

In FIG. 2, (a) to (c¢) areca time chart indicating the
operation of the semiconductor device. When the supply
voltage VCC from an external power supply 1s turned on, the
supply voltage VCC 1s gradually increased. When the supply
voltage VCC reaches a voltage at which the operation of the
POR circuit 1, flip flop 3, and the like 1s enabled (time t0),
the power on reset signal JPOR 1s brought to the “L” level,
or the activation level.

When the power on reset signal QPOR 1s brought to the
“L” level, the flip tlop 3 i1s set and the internal reset signal
RES 1s brought to the “L” level, or the activation level. As
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a result, the internal circuit 7 1s reset to the initial state and
counting by the counter 6 1s enabled.

When the supply voltage VCC 1s further increased and
reaches the threshold voltage VT1 of the POR circuit 1, the
power on reset signal DPOR 1s raised to the “H™ level, or the
deactivation level, by the POR circuit 1. When the power on
reset signal DPOR 1s raised to the “H” level, the counter 6
starts to count. When the data signal D1 1s at “0,” the
maximum value CM of the count value C on the counter 6
1s a relatively small value CML; when the data signal D1 1s
at “1,” 1t 1s a relatively large value CMH. The drawing
indicates a case where the data signal D1 1s brought to “1”
since the rise time of the supply voltage VCC 1s long.

The supply voltage VCC 1s further increased and exceeds
the lower limit voltage VL at which the internal circuit 7
normally operates and reaches the rated voltage VR (time
t3). When the count value C on the counter 6 reaches the
maximum value CMH, the signal 36 1s brought to the “H”
level. As a result, the thp tlop 3 is reset and the 1internal reset
signal RES 1s raised to the “H” level. When the 1nternal reset
signal RES 1s brought to the “H” level, the counting opera-
tion of the counter 6 1s stopped and the operation of the
internal circuit 7 1s started.

In this case, the maximum value CMH of the count value
C on the counter 6 1s preset so that after the supply voltage
VCC exceeds the operation lower-limit voltage VL, the
count value C becomes equal to the maximum value CMH.
When the rise time of the supply voltage VCC 1s short, the
maximum value CM of the count value C 1s set to a small
value CML and the internal reset signal RES 1s early raised
to the “H” level (time 12).

In FIG. 3, (a) to (e) are a time chart indicating the usage
ol the semiconductor device taken when the rise time of the
supply voltage VCC 1s relatively long. In this case, the time
T1 required for the supply voltage VCC to rise from the
threshold voltage VI1 of the POR circuit 1 to the operation
lower-limit voltage VL of the internal circuit 7 1s relatively
long. However, 1f the internal reset signal RES 1s raised to
the “H” level immediately after the power on reset signal
(IPOR 1s raised to the “H” level, the following takes place:
even though the supply voltage VCC 1s lower than the
operation lower-limit voltage VL, the internal circuit 7 starts
operation and the internal circuit 7 malfunctions.

To prevent this, the following measure 1s taken 1n this
semiconductor device: when the data signal D1 stored in the
storage section 5 1s at “1,” the maximum value CMH of the
count value C 1s so set that the count time of the counter 6
1s slightly longer than the above time T1. The user writes the
data signal D1 of *“1” to the storage section 5. Thus when a
time slightly longer than the above time T1 has passed after
the power on reset signal YPOR 1s raised to the “H” level,
the mternal reset signal RES 1s raised to the “H” level. At
this time, the supply voltage VCC 1s higher than the opera-
tion lower-limit voltage VL ; therefore, the mternal circuit 7
normally operates.

In FIG. 4, (a) to (e) are a time chart indicating the usage
ol the semiconductor device taken when the rise time of the
supply voltage VCC 1s relatively short. In this case, the time
12 required for the supply voltage VCC to rise from the
threshold voltage VI1 of the POR circuit 1 to the operation
lower-limit voltage VL of the internal circuit 7 1s relatively
short. However, 11 the internal reset signal RES 1s raised to
the “H” level when a long time has passed after the power
on reset signal YPOR 1s raised to the “H” level, the
following takes place: a wastetul standby time 1s produced
in the internal circuit 7 and the power consumption 1is
increased.
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To prevent this, the following measure 1s taken in this
semiconductor device: when the data signal D1 stored 1n the

storage section 5 1s at “0,” the maximum value CML of the
count value C 1s so set that the count time of the counter 6
1s slightly longer than the above time T2. The user writes the
data signal D1 of “0” to the storage section 5. Thus when a
time slightly longer than the above time T2 has passed after
the power on reset signal YPOR 1s raised to the “H” level,
the iternal reset signal RES 1s raised to the “H” level. At
this time, the supply voltage VCC 1s higher than the opera-
tion lower-limit voltage VL; therefore, the mternal circuit 7
normally operates. Further, it 1s possible to shorten the
wastetul standby time and reduce the power consumption.

In the first embodiment, the data signal D1 of “0” or *“1”
1s stored 1n the storage section 3 so that the count time of the
counter 6 can be set to either of two stages. The invention 1s
not limited to this. The data signal D1 of multiple bits may
be stored in the storage section 5 so that the count time of
the counter 6 can be set to any of three or more stages. For
example, the data signal D1 of 00, 01, 10, or 11 may be
stored 1n the storage section 5 so that the count value of the
counter 6 can be set to any of the four stages.

FIG. § 1s a circuit block diagram illustrating a modifica-
tion to the first embodiment 1n contrast with FIG. 1. As
shown 1n FIG. 5, this modification 1s different from the
semiconductor device in FIG. 1 in that: the counter 6 1s
replaced with a counter 10, a delay circuit 11, and a selector
12.

The counter 10 1s activated when the data signal D1 1s at
“1” and starts to count when both the signals RES and
/APOR are brought to the “L” level. When the count value
C reaches the maximum value CMH, the counter raises the
signal 10 from the “L” level to the “H” level. The count
time of the counter 10 is set to a time slightly longer than the
time T1 in FIG. 3. When the data signal D1 1s at “0,” the
counter 10 1s deactivated and does not operate.

When the data signal D1 1s at “0,” the delay circuit 11 1s
activated and generates a signal J11 by delaying the power
on reset signal BPOR by a relatively short time. The delay
time of the delay circuit 11 1s set to a time slightly longer
than the time T2 1n FIG. 4. When the data signal D1 1s at <“0,”
the counter 10 1s deactivated and does not operate. The delay
circuit 11 includes series-connected inverters in even levels.

When the data signal D1 1s at “0,” the selector 12 selects
the output signal 311 of the delay circuit 11 and supplies 1t
to the other mput node of the AND gate 2; when the data
signal D 1s at “1,” the selector selects the output signal 10
of the counter 10 and supplies it to the other mnput node of
the AND gate 2. Also 1n this modification, the same effect as
in the first embodiment 1s obtained.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 6 1s a circuit block diagram illustrating a principal
part of a semiconductor device in the second embodiment of
the invention 1n contrast with FIG. 1. As shown 1n FIG. 6,
this semiconductor device 1s different from the semiconduc-
tor device 1n FIG. 1 1n that: the AND gate 2 and the flip tlop
3 are removed and a reset command circuit 20, an inverter
21, and an AND gate 22 are added.

When a reset of the internal circuit 7 is mstructed by an
external signal, software, or the like, the reset command
circuit 20 brings the reset command signal CRES to the “L”
level, or the activation level, only for a predetermined time.
The reset command signal CRES 1s inverted by the inverter
21 and supplied to the stop terminal 6a of the counter 6.
Therefore, when the inverted signal /CRES of the reset
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command signal CRES is caused to fall from the “H” level
to the “L” level, the counting operation of the counter 6 1s
cnabled. The AND gate 22 supplies the logical multiplica-
tion signal of the reset command signal CRES and the output
signal 36 of the counter 6 to the internal circuit 7 as the
internal reset signal RES.

In FIG. 7, (a) to (d) area time chart indicating the
operation of the semiconductor device. As indicated by (a)
to (d) of FIG. 7, the semiconductor device operates as
follows: when the power 1s turned on, the power on reset
signal DPOR 1s brought to the “L” level, or the activation
level, and the reset command signal CRES 1s brought to the
“L” level, or the activation level, only for a certain time
(time t0 to t2). Even after the supply voltage VCC 1s raised
to the rated voltage VR, the internal circuit 7 may be
forcedly reset by the reset command signal CRES (time t5
to t6).

When the power 1s turned on, the supply voltage VCC 1s
increased, and the operations of the POR circuit 1 and the
reset command circuit 20 are enabled, the following pro-
cessing 1s carried out: the power on reset signal YPOR and
the reset command signal CRES are caused to fall to the “L”
level, or the activation level (time t0). As a result, the
internal reset signal RES 1s caused to fall to the “L” level and
the 1nternal circuit 7 1s reset to the mitial state.

Further, the signal /CRES supplied to the stop terminal 64
of the counter 6 1s brought to the “H” level and the counting
operation of the counter 6 1s held in the stopped state. In
addition, the signal /APOR supplied to the reset terminal 65
of the counter 6 1s brought to the “H” level and the count
value C on the counter 6 1s reset and fixed to the nitial value.

When the supply voltage VCC 1s further increased and
reaches the threshold voltage VT1 of the POR circuit 1, the
power on reset signal YPOR 1s raised from the “L” level to
the “H” level (time t1). As a result, the signal /(JPOR 1n FIG.
6 1s caused to fall from the “H” level to the “L” level and the
count value on the counter 6 shifts from the state in which
it 1s fixed at the 1mitial value to the state 1n which the counter
6 can count.

When the reset command signal CRES 1s raised to the “H”
level, the signal /CRES 1n FIG. 6 1s caused to fall to the “L”
level and the counting operation of the counter 6 1s started
(time t2). When the data signal D1 1s at “0,” the maximum
value CM of the count value C on the counter 6 1s a
relatively small value CML; when the data signal D1 1s at
“1,” 1t 15 a relatively large value CMH. The drawing 1ndi-
cates a case where the data signal D1 1s brought to “1” since
the rise time of the supply voltage VCC 1s long.

The supply voltage VCC 1s further increased and exceeds
the lower limit value VL at which the internal circuit 7
normally operates and reaches the rated voltage VR. When
the count value C on the counter 6 reaches the maximum
value CMH, the signal 36 1s brought to the “H” level and the
internal reset signal RES 1s raised to the “H” level. When the
internal reset signal RES 1s brought to the “H” level, the
reset of the internal circuit 7 1s canceled and the operation of
the 1nternal circuit 7 1s started.

In this case, the maximum value CMH of the count value
C on the counter 6 1s preset so that after the supply voltage
VCC exceeds the operation lower-limit voltage VL, the
count value C becomes equal to the maximum value CMH.
When the rise time of the supply voltage VCC 1s short, the
maximum value CM of the count value C 1s set to a small
value CML and the internal reset signal RES 1s early raised
to the “H” level (time t3).

After the supply voltage VCC becomes equal to the rated
voltage VR, the power on reset signal QPOR 1s at the “H”
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level and the signal /JPOR 1s at the “L” level; therefore, the
counter 6 1s not reset and the output signal 6 of the counter

6 1s at the “H” level. After the supply voltage VCC becomes

equal to the rated voltage VR, consequently, the reset
command signal CRES passes through the AND gate 22 and
becomes the mnternal reset signal RES (time t5 to t6). This 1s
because the supply voltage VCC has already reached the
rated voltage VR and thus 1t 1s unnecessary to delay can-
celing a reset of the internal circuit 7 as when the power 1s
turned on.

When the reset command signal CRES 1s fixed at the “H”
level, or the deactivation level, the stop terminal 6a of the
counter 6 1s fixed at the “L” level and the counter 6 1is
brought into a state in which 1t can count. When the power
on reset signal JPOR 1s brought to the “L” level at power-
on, the count value C on the counter 6 1s reset to the 1nitial
value.

When the power on reset signal QPOR 1s brought to the
“H” level, the counting operation of the counter 6 1s started.
When the count value C reaches the maximum value CML
or CMH, the signal 6 1s raised from the “L” level to the
“H” level. As a result, the internal reset signal RES 1s raised
from the “L” level to the “H” level and the reset of the
internal circuit 7 1s canceled and the operation of the internal
circuit 7 1s started. Therefore, when the reset command
signal CRES 1s fixed at the “H” level, this semiconductor
device operates similarly to the semiconductor device 1n the
first embodiment.

Third E

Embodiment

FIG. 8 1s a circuit block diagram illustrating a principal
part of a semiconductor device in the third embodiment of
the 1invention in contrast with FIG. 6. As shown 1n FIG. 8,
this semiconductor device 1s different from the Semlconduc-
tor device 1n FIG. 6 1n that: a voltage sensing circuit 23 and
an AND gate 24 are added and the storage section 5 supplies
a data signal D2 to the voltage sensing circuit 23. The AND
gate 24 supplies the logical multlphcatlon signal of the
output signal VDET of the voltage sensing circuit 23 and the
output signal 322 of the AND gate 22 to the internal circuit
7 as the internal reset signal RES. To disable the voltage
sensing circuit 23, the data signal D2 of “0” 1s stored 1n the
storage section 5; to enable the voltage sensing circuit 23,
the data signal D2 of “1” 1s stored 1n the storage section 3.

The voltage sensing circuit 23 1s started when the data
signal D2 1s at “1” after the power on reset signal (JPOR 1s
raised from the “L” level to the “H” level. When the data
signal D2 1s at “0,” the Voltage sensing circuit 23 1s not
started. The voltage sensing circuit 23 has a threshold
voltage VT2 between the operation lower-limit voltage VL
and the rated voltage VR. It compares the supply voltage
VCC with the threshold voltage V12 for their levels and
outputs a voltage sensing signal VDET indicating the result
of the comparison. When the supply voltage VCC 1s lower
than the threshold voltage V12, the voltage sensing signal
(323 1s brought to the “L” level, or the activation level; when
the supply voltage VCC 1s higher than the threshold voltage
VT2, the voltage sensing signal (23 1s brought to the “H”
level, or the deactivation level.

The voltage sensing circuit 23 is not stabilized and cannot
accurately sense voltage until 1t stands by for a predeter-
mined time aiter 1t 1s started. When the data signal D2 1s at
“1,” consequently, the data signal D1 1s brought to “0” and
the counter 6 1s started 1n response to the reset command
signal CRES being raised from the “L” level to the “H”
level. Until the count value C on the counter 6 reaches the
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maximum value CML, the signal (36 1s kept at the “L” level
and the internal reset signal RES 1s fixed at the “L” level.
Thus 1t 15 possible to keep the internal reset signal RES at the
“L” level until the voltage sensing circuit 23 1s stabilized and
prevent the reset of the internal circuit 7 from being erro-
neously canceled.

When the data signal D2 1s at “0,” the voltage sensing
circuit 23 1s not started. In this case, the voltage sensing
signal VDET 1s brought to the “H” level, or the deactivation
level and the configuration of the semiconductor device 1n
FIG. 8 1s the same as the configuration of the semiconductor
device 1n FIG. 6.

The microcomputer 1s usually equipped with a voltage
sensing circuit for sensing that the supply voltage VCC has
become lower than the threshold voltage V12 and carrying
out a reset and interrupt operation. Therefore, when the
internal circuit 7 1s a microcomputer, 1ts voltage sensing
circuit can also be used as the above voltage sensing circuit
23.

In FIG. 9, (a) to (e¢) are a time chart indicating the
operation of the semiconductor device 1llustrated in FIG. 8.
As indicated by (a) to (e) of FIG. 9, when the power 1s turned
on, the supply voltage VCC 1s increased and the POR circuit
1, reset command circuit 20, and voltage sensing circuit 23
become operable. As a result, the power on reset signal
(IPOR and the reset command signal CRES are brought to
the “L”" level, or the activation level, and the voltage sensing
signal VDET 1s brought to the “H” level, or the deactivation
level (time t0). Consequently, the internal reset signal RES
1s caused to fall to the “L” level and the internal circuit 7 1s
reset to the nitial state.

Further, the signal /CRES supplied to the stop terminal 6a
of the counter 6 1s brought to the “H” level and the counting
operation of the counter 6 1s held in the stopped state. In
addition, the signal /(JPOR supplied to the reset terminal 65
of the counter 6 i1s brought to the “H” level and the count
value C on the counter 6 1s reset and fixed to the mitial value.

When the supply voltage VCC 1s further increased and
reaches the threshold voltage V11 of the POR circuit 1, the
power on reset signal YPOR 1s raised from the “L” level to
the “H” level (time t1). As aresult, the signal /OPOR 1n FIG.
8 15 caused to fall from the “H” level to the “L” level and the
count value on the counter 6 shifts from the state 1n which
it 1s fixed at the 1mitial value to the state 1n which the counter
6 can count. Further, whether the voltage sensing circuit 23
1s enabled or disabled 1s determined based on the data signal
D2. Here, (a) to (e) of FIG. 9 indicate a case where the data
signal D2 1s at “1” and the voltage sensing circuit 23 1s
enabled. Since the data signal D2 1s at *“1,” the data signal
D1 1s automatically brought to “0” and the maximum value
CM of the count value C on the counter 6 1s set to a relatively
small value CML.

When the reset command signal CRES 1s raised to the “H”
level, the signal /CRES 1n FIG. 6 1s caused to fall to the “L”
level and the counting operation of the counter 6 1s started
(time t2). Until the count value C on the counter 6 reaches
the maximum value CML, the output signal J6 of the
counter 6 1s brought to the “L” level and the internal reset
signal RES 1s fixed at the “L” level. That 1s, during a period
for which the counter 6 1s performing counting operation,
the internal reset signal RES 1s fixed at the “L” level
regardless of the level of the voltage sensing signal VDET
(time 12 to t3).

When the count value C on the counter 6 reaches the
maximum value CML (time t3), the output signal 36 of the
counter 6 1s brought to the “H” level and the output signal

(322 of the AND gate 22 1s brought to the “H” level. The
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voltage sensing signal VDET passes through the AND gate
24 and becomes the internal reset signal RES.

When the supply voltage VCC 1s increased and reaches
the threshold voltage VT2 of the voltage sensing circuit 23,
the following processing 1s carried out: the voltage sensing
signal VDET 1s raised to the “H” level, the internal reset
signal RES 1s raised to the “H” level, and the reset of the
internal circuit 7 1s canceled (time t4).

When the data signal D2 1s at “0,” the voltage sensing
signal VDET 1s fixed at the “H” level and the semiconductor
device i FIG. 8 operates similarly to the semiconductor
device 1n FIG. 6. Therefore, the description thereot will not
be repeated.

In the third embodiment, the following can be 1mple-

mented by selecting whether to enable or disable the voltage
sensing circuit 23: the optimum reset operation can be
implemented according to the used supply voltage VCC or
the rise time of supply voltage VCC at power-on. As a result,
a single semiconductor device (for example, a microcoms-
puter) can be applied to a wide variety of applications.

More specific description will be given. To advance start
of the operation of the semiconductor device, a wastetul wait
time can be reduced by taking the following measure: the
rise time of supply voltage VCC 1s shortened, the voltage
sensing circuit 23 1s disabled, and the count time of the
counter 6 1s shortened. As a result, 1t 1s possible to frequently
turn on and off the power supply to the semiconductor
device and reduce the power consumption of the system.

To start to use the semiconductor device at a relatively
high supply voltage VCC, the voltage sensing circuit 23 1s
enabled. Thus a wasteful wait time can be reduced without
depending on the rise time of supply voltage VCC.

The following can be implemented by disabling the
voltage sensing circuit 23 after the supply voltage VCC
reaches the rated voltage VR: the semiconductor device can
be used until the supply voltage VCC drops to the operation
lower-limit voltage VL. This 1s suitable for cases where
supply voltage VCC 1s supplied by a battery. More specific
description will be given. Since the battery voltage 1s high
in the mitial stage, the supply voltage VCC 1s raised without
constraints such as the rise time of the supply voltage VCC.
Even after the battery begins to be exhausted, the operation
of the semiconductor device can be continued until the
operation lower-limit voltage VL 1s reached.
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The supply voltage VCC 1s slowly raised. When low-
voltage operation 1s required from the beginning, the inter-
nal circuit 7 can be prevented from malfunctioning under the
constraints of the rise time of supply voltage VCC by taking
the following measure: the voltage sensing circuit 23 1s
disabled and reset canceling 1s delayed by the counter 6. This
1s a setting ellective for cases where power consumption 1s
reduced by using an accurate power supply and constantly
operating the semiconductor device i proximity to the
operation lower-limit voltage VL.

Up to this point, the invention made by the present
inventors has been described based on embodiments. The
invention 1s not limited to the above embodiments and can
be variously modified without departing from the scope of
the invention, needless to add.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A semiconductor device comprising:

a power-on-reset circuit that sets an internal reset signal
when a power supply voltage i1s lower than a first
threshold voltage; and

a voltage sensing circuit that cancels the internal reset
signal when the power supply voltage 1s equal to or
higher than a second threshold voltage which 1s higher
than the first threshold voltage,

wherein the voltage sensing circuit 1s active aiter the
power supply voltage 1s equal to or higher than a third
threshold voltage,

wherein the cancellation by the voltage sensing circuit 1s
masked until a predetermined time has elapsed from
when the power supply voltage i1s equal to the third
threshold voltage, and

wherein the third threshold voltage 1s higher than the first
threshold voltage and 1s lower than the second thresh-
old voltage.

2. The semiconductor device according to claim 1, the
predetermined time 1s based on a rise time of the power
supply voltage.

3. The semiconductor device according to claim 2,
wherein the power supply voltage i1s supplied from an
external power supply.

4. The semiconductor device according to claim 2, further
comprising:

a storage unit that stores a value indicating the rise time

of the power supply voltage.
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