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ABSOLUTE MEASURING LENGTH
MEASURING SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
ITS OPERATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Applicant claims prionity under 35 U.S.C. § 119 of
German Application No. 10 2015 121 474.1 filed Dec. 9,

2013, the disclosure of which 1s incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to an absolute length measuring
system or position measuring system having a preferably
magnetically coded measuring gauge having an incremental
track and at least one absolute track, and to a method for
operating such a length or position measuring system,
according to the type of the respective independent claims.

2. Description of the Related Art

Incremental Measuring Systems

Magnetic strip length measuring systems have become
known in the field of measuring technology, 1n which a
sensor head 1s moved across a measuring gauge (incremental
track) that 1s periodically magnetized with changing polar-
ity. Ideally, a sine-shaped and cosine-shaped sensor signal 1s
generated 1n the sensor head or magnetic field sensor by the
movement (“incremental sensor’”). Depending on the mag-
netic measuring principle, the signal course repeats 1tself in
sensor head with each pole of the measuring gauge (e.g. 1n
GMR or AMR sensors which measure the square of the
magnetic flow density B*) or with each pole pair of the
measuring gauge (e.g. 1n Hall effect sensors which provide
an output voltage that 1s proportional to the product of the
magnetic field strength and current). The position determi-
nation on said incremental track takes place 1n a conven-
tional manner, ¢.g. by means of trigonometric functions.
Absolute Measuring Systems with Numerous Tracks

There are numerous tracks on a measuring gauge. In
addition to the incremental track of the incremental sensor,
in an absolute measuring system, a sensor head contains at
least one absolute sensor i order to sense one or more
absolute tracks. Both the incremental sensor and the abso-
lute sensor are thereby usually arranged in one single sensor
head housing. The incremental position specifies or feeds
back the position of the sensor or sensor head within a pole
or pole pair (depending on physical measuring principles).
The absolute position can be calculated using the following
algorithm:

position (absolute)=position (in the pole)+pole
number*pole width

To determine the pole number, a digital pseudo-random-
coded (=PRC) track having logical values 0 and 1 corre-
sponding to the N and S poles 1s usually used.

It emerges from WO 01/09568 that, 1n addition to said
individual poles of a measuring gauge, pole pairs in the form
of a so-called “invented code word” are also used or
assessed. Said coding of logical values thus does not take
place by one single pole, 1n a magnetic measuring system of
the N pole or the S pole, but rather by at least two poles
combined respectively 1n said absolute track 1n the measur-
ing direction. In this way, such a pole pair has double the
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2

pole width of the incremental track, whereby a logical value
1s formed by the pole sequence N-S or the amended pole

sequence S-N. The advantage of this arrangement of pole
pairs 1s that with a transition of a logical ‘0’ to a logical ‘1’
or from a logical ‘1’ to a logical ‘0’, two adjacent, concor-
dant poles emerge. These concordant poles with double the
pole width can be better sensed because of the doubling of
field strength than poles with only simple pole width. In
particular, the air gap 1n such a length measuring system can
thus be increased.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the invention 1s to state a length or position
measuring system related here, and a method for 1ts use, with
which the number of sensors required to evaluate the PRC
track 1s reduced. Thus, the length of a PRC sensor array
formed from the sensors for evaluating the PRC track 1s also
shortened and thus also the housing length and production
COsts.

The approaches known from prior art require that the
poles of an incremental track related here and an absolute
track be arranged or aligned against each other to preserve
their phases and phase fidelity. Only one bit ever emerges
with each of these digital sensors.

However, the concept of the present invention 1s to shift
the phases of the incremental track and the absolute track in
the measuring direction or in the longitudinal direction of
said measuring gauge against each other 1n such a way that
a phase coding of the absolute track 1s possible relative to the
incremental track. In this way, the number of measured
values detected per sensor can be increased eflectively by
way of an “analogising”, in fact from said two logical values
(0 and 1) to e.g. five eflectively analogously quantized
values. Thus, with n sensors, not only 2” poles can be
detected, but 1n this example 5" poles. Thus, the measurable
length increases or the number of sensors reduces and thus
the length of the PRC sensor array becomes shorter.

In general terms, m” values can be detected with m logical
values corresponding to respective angle diflerences and
with n sensors such that n digits can be connected, whereby
m” values are able to be depicted 1n total.

The suggested concept provides the following advantages
in comparison to purely digital codes on the basis of
individual poles. In comparison to binary coding, fewer
sensors are required for the same measuring length, from
which a cost advantage emerges and 1n turn the possibility
of implementing a length measuring system in a shorter
housing. In addition, a more robust measuring system in
comparison to prior art emerges, since the signal course 1s
able to be measured more precisely and 1s not only recog-
nized digitally. This 1s because more of said steps per digit
or a higher number of logical intermediate values can
thereby be implemented.

In addition, 1t should be noted that a higher number of
steps per digit advantageously necessitates fewer sensors for
the absolute track. In addition, the signal quality 1s indepen-
dent to the distance between the measuring body and the
sensor as far as possible because of the possibility of coding
via pole pairs.

In a length or position measuring system related here,
which has an at least locally substantially linear measuring,
gauge and at least one sensor able to be moved relative to the
measuring gauge, wherein the measuring gauge comprises
an incremental track and at least one absolute track and
wherein the incremental track and the at least one absolute
track have poles or pole pairs arranged 1n the longitudinal
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direction of the measuring gauge, 1t 1s thus in particular
suggested according to the mvention that pole pairs of the
absolute track are phase-shifted relative to corresponding
pole pairs of the incremental track or pole pairs opposite the
measuring gauge, transverse to the longitudinal direction to
enable said analogous or logical incrementation.

It should further be noted that said substantially linear
measuring gauge can also be formed by an annular or
partially annular measuring gauge, wherein the measuring,
gauge 1S then formed to be at least locally linear.

According to a preferred embodiment, n different absolute
phase relations of a pole pair can be depicted in terms of an
incremental track by the phase shiit according to the inven-
tion, wherein e.g. n=4. In these n phase relations, relative
shifts, compared to pole pairs of the incremental track, with
angle differences of between 0° and 360° arise, by means of
which corresponding logical values 1, 2, etc. can be formed.
If n=4, the angle differences amount to 0°, 90°, 180° and
2°70° and the logical values to ‘07, “1°, ‘2°, and ‘3’ accord-
ingly.

Furthermore 1t can be provided that transition values or
transition courses of the angle diflerences between two
adjacent, differing logical values are removed from the
evaluation of the logical values, 1.e. are excluded or disre-
garded 1n the evaluation.

In order to remove said courses of angle diflerences from
the evaluation of the logical values, at least two absolute
sensors for each pole pair or logical digit can be arranged,
which are arranged to be mechanically shifted, e.g. shifted
by 180°. Each absolute sensor must be able to detect the
phase relation to the incremental track. In this way, each of
these sensors can be formed either from two individual

sensors arranged in different places, which evaluate the
amplitude, or from a sensor chip arranged at a site, said
sensor chip determining the phase of a preferably two
dimensional magnetic field with two differently aligned
SEeNsors.

An increment sensor thus initially detects the position
within a pole pair, which 1s divided into several regions, e.g.
four quadrants, for the purposes of the evaluation. If, 1n said
example, the increment sensor 1s located 1 a first quadrant
or in a fourth quadrant of the respective pole pair, the second
absolute sensor 1s used for the evaluation. However, 1f the
increment sensor 1s located 1n a second quadrant or in a third
quadrant, the first absolute sensor 1s used for the evaluation.
With this approach, the invalid region between the pole pairs
can thus be inexpensively though still effectively blanked
out.

The mvention also relates to a method for operating a
length or position measuring system related here, with
which 1t 1s particularly provided that the at least double
incremented logical values are detected or sensed.

A length or position measuring system according to the
invention and the method for operating 1t according to the
invention enable a more exact and reliable detection of an
absolute position of a sensor concerned here, since 1t 1s only
angles, and no longer, as 1 prior art, binarilly digitalized
amplitude values that are compared to each other. Thus, a
significantly improved signal/noise ratio arises.

The mvention can not only be applied accordingly in
magnetic measuring systems, but also in optical, capacitive,
inductive or other measuring or operating principles, as long
as the respective sensor or sensor head has a finite expansion
or size in the pole direction.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a measuring gauge of a length measuring
system according to prior art.
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FIG. 2 shows an incremental track having corresponding
angles detected by an incremental sensor according to prior
art.

FIG. 3 shows a phase coding according to the invention,
carried out 1n for example four steps relative to an incre-
mental track, in fact with the angles shown 1n FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 shows a section of a measuring gauge formed
according to the imvention of a length measuring system, 1n
fact having a phase coding having four different phase
values, for example.

FIG. 5§ shows a section corresponding to FIG. 4 of a
measuring gauge formed according to the invention, to
illustrate the detection according to the invention of logical
values between pole pairs.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PR
EMBODIMENTS

(L]
Y

ERRED

In FIG. 1, a conventional linear measuring gauge of a
magnetic tape length measuring system (BML) with an
incremental track 100 and a pseudo-random coded (PRC)
absolute track 105 connected fixedly or immovably to the
incremental track 100 1s schematically depicted. The incre-
mental track 100 has varyingly binarily coded poles 110 and
the absolute track 105 has similarly binarily coded poles
115. Both the absolute track 105 and the incremental track
100 have a respectively concordant pole width ‘P1° 120,
125.

Along with the conventional application scenarios with a
substantially linear measuring section, such a measuring
gauge 100, 105 can also be arranged on the circumierence
of a shait, e.g. a drive shait of a wind turbine or similar
which 1s not shown. The BML thus serves to monitor or
maintain the wind turbine if the position of the drive shaft
has to be precisely detected.

The angle detected by the incremental sensor changes 1n
cach pole or pole pair 205, as 1s known 1n 1tself, from 0° to
360° (reference numeral 2135). This 1s schematically
depicted 1n FIG. 2 by means of an incremental track 200
shown there, wherein said corresponding angle courses 210
across numerous pole pairs are also depicted.

As already mentioned, the coding of an absolute track
takes place according to the concept according to the mven-
tion by a phase shiit of the poles of the absolute track relative
to the poles of the incremental track. This 1s shown by means
of an example by four increments 1 FIG. 3, wherein four
different absolute phase relations 305 of a pole pair 320, 325,
330, 335 are depicted 1n relation to an incremental track 300
with shown pole pairs 310, 315. The shown logical values
‘0’, “1°, *2” and 3’ correspond to the four phase relations
with emerging relative phase shifts of 0°, 90°, 180° and 270°
in comparison to the pole pairs 310, 315 of the incremental
track 300.

It should thus be noted here that in general in the case of
implementation with n analogue sensors for reading m-fold
analogously quantized steps, x=m"” values or poles can
clearly be identified. The number of sensors 1s thus advan-
tageously reduced compared to an implementation known
from prior art with two (binary) logical values, 1.e. m=2. In
this way, when m=5 values and four sensors for example,
5*=625 poles can clearly be recognized or when m=2
(according to prior art) with four sensors, 2*=16 poles can
clearly be recognized. In order to be able to clearly recog-
nize 625 poles with prior art, ten sensors would be required
since 2'°=1024. Thus, for example, nine sensors would not
suflice. For these reasons, a considerable cost advantage and
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a considerable construction size advantage of the imnvention
emerge, since only four instead of ten sensors are necessary.

On the right side of FIG. 3, the angle courses 345-360
corresponding to the phase relations 305 are depicted,
namely the emerging angle course 340 corresponding to the
course 215 already shown in FIG. 2 and the respective angle
courses 345, 350, 355, 360 of the phase shifted 305 absolute
tracks.

In the section depicted 1n FIG. 4 of a measuring gauge
400, 405 constructed according to the mmvention with an
incremental track 400 with pole pairs 410 and an absolute
track 405 connected mechanically immovably to the incre-
mental track 400 with pole pairs 415 has four logical
increments 420, 425, 430, 435 1n the present exemplary
embodiment (wherein the reference numeral 440 again
corresponds to a logical ‘0”), which are formed one at a time
by a respectively opposing pole pair of the incremental track
400 1n comparison to corresponding or transverse to the
longitudinal direction of the measuring gauge 400, 405 with
an absolute track phase shifted with angles of 0°, 90°, 180°
and 270°. Thus the four increments 3035 already shown 1n
FIG. 3 have been converted 1n the absolute track 405.

It should be noted that a logical value 1s herein defined
which coincidentally, 1n the present example, has the value
‘01230°. Thus any combination of such numbers, e.g. © . . .
1032302 . . . * 1s possible. Such a coding 1s located on the
entire measuring gauge and cannot be repeated across the
length of the measuring gauge for reasons of clarity, which
incidentally corresponds to the principles of said PRC code.

In the lower part of FIG. 4, the angle difference measured
in the longitudinal direction of the measuring gauge 400,
405 between the incremental track 400 and the absolute
track 405 1s indicated. The angle difference changes accord-
ing to said four increments 443, 450, 455, 460 from the 0°
value to the 270° value 1n order to then start again at the 0°
value (corresponding to reference numeral 465).

It should be noted that with typical relative dimensions of
a measuring gauge with a pole width of 20 mm or 10 mm
shown 1 FIG. 4, the width of the respective tracks amount
to around 10 mm or 5 mm. Here, the correlation that the
larger the required air gap 1s, the larger the pole width and
the width of the measuring gauge must be, applies.

Within a pole pair 410 of the incremental track 400, the
angle diflerence between the incremental track 400 and the
absolute track 405 1s substantially constant. In the region of
the conversion of the angle difference from one logical value
to a diflerent (adjacent) logical value, e.g. from the logical
value ‘1° 425 to the logical value 2 430, the respective
underlying logical values can be deduced relatively poorly
from the corresponding angle difference signals 4350, 455.
Therefore two sensors are used for each digit, as can be seen
in FIG. S.

In FIG. 5, the course of the angle difference between two
adjacent, different logical values 540, 545, 550, 555, 560 1s
indicated by a respective thin line 590, 595, 600, 605 1n a
measuring gauge 500, 505 with an incremental track 500
with pole pairs 510 and an absolute track 505 with pole pairs
515, 1n addition to the angle differences 565, 570, 575, 580
shown 1n turn. This transition region has to be excluded or
disregarded 1n the evaluation of the logical values.

A corresponding approach to a solution 1s the use, sche-
matically shown 1n FIG. 5, of two absolute sensors 330, 535
(A1, A2) for each digit, said absolute sensors being arranged
to be mechanically shifted by 180°. Each of the two absolute
sensors 530, 535 thus detects the phase relation to the
incremental track and can be formed from two individual
sensors arranged 1n different sites, which evaluate the ampli-
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tude, or from a sensor chip arranged at one site, said sensor
chip defimng the phase of a preferably two-dimensional
magnetic field by two differently aligned sensors.

The increment sensor 520 additionally marked above the
incremental track thus mitially detects the position within a
pole pair 510. Such a pole pair 510 1s divided 1nto several
regions, 1n fact i the present case 1into four quadrants 525.
When the increment sensor 520 1s in the first quadrant ‘1° or
in the fourth quadrant ‘4’ of the respective pole pair, the
second absolute sensor 335 (A2) has to be used for the
evaluation. If, however, the increment sensor 520 is in the
second quadrant ‘2’ or in the third quadrant ‘3’°, the first
absolute sensor 530 (Al) has to be used for the evaluation.

With this method, the mvalid region between the pole
pairs can be inexpensively though still effectively blocked
out. When determining the phase position, the amplitudes
are minimized during the mathematical calculation. The
angle 1s determined by the ratio formation and by means of
the arctan function.

It should be noted that the described measuring system
can also be correspondingly used 1 numerous absolute
tracks, whereby the housing length 1s advantageously even
more greatly reduced accordingly.

The described measuring gauge or the described length
measuring system and the described method for operating it,
can preferably be used 1n a magnetic tape length measuring
system with the advantages described herein. Furthermore,
the device and the method however can be principally used
in all rotary and linear positioning, measuring, movement
speed or rotational speed monitoring. In addition, the
method can not only be used with the magnetic tape length
measuring system described herein or the magnetic measur-
ing systems with said advantages, but also 1n all kinds of
absolute measuring systems which are based on an incre-
mental active principle, e.g. inductive, optical or capacitive
measuring systems or the like. With the last mentioned. In
the non-magnetic measuring systems mentioned last, the
concepts and principals described herein are able to be used
analogously.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A length or position measuring system, which has an at
least locally substantially linear measuring gauge and at
least one sensor head that 1s able to be moved relative to the
measuring gauge and comprises at least one increment
sensor and at least one absolute sensor,

wherein the measuring gauge comprises an incremental

track and at least one absolute track,

wherein the incremental track and the at least one absolute

track have pole pairs arranged in the longitudinal
direction of the measuring gauge,

wherein at least one pole pair of the at least one absolute

track 1s arranged or formed phase-shifted relative to a
corresponding pole pair of the incremental track, and
wherein the transition values of the angle differences
between two adjacent, different logical values are
removed from the evaluation of the logical values.

2. The length or position measuring system according to
claim 1, wherein the at least one absolute track provides a
mixture of poles of diflerent polarity, by means of which at
least doubly incremented logical values are generated.

3. The length or position measuring system according to
claim 1, wherein n different, absolute phase relations of pole
pairs of the at least one absolute track are provided by said
phase-shifting 1n relation to corresponding pole pairs of the
incremental track, whereby, 1n comparison to pole pairs of
the incremental track, relative shifts with angles differences
of between 0° and 360° are formed, by means of which
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corresponding logical values 1, 2, etc. are formed, wherein
cach pole pair with a respectively associated sensor forms a
digit.

4. The length or position measuring system according to
claim 3, wherein m” values are able to de detected by m
logical values and n sensors corresponding to respective
angle differences.

5. The length or position measuring system according to

claam 4, wherein n digits are connected to a total value,
whereby m” values are able to be depicted.

6. The length or position measuring device according to
claim 1, wherein at least two absolute sensors are provided
for each pole pair of the at least one absolute track, which
are arranged ollset to one another, and an increment sensor
1s provided that detects the position within a pole pair of the
incremental track, said pole pair being divided into numer-
Ous regions.

7. A method for operating a length or position measuring,
system which has an at least locally substantially linear
measuring gauge and at least one sensor head that 1s able to
be moved relative to the measuring gauge and comprises at
least one increment sensor and at least one absolute sensor,

wherein the measuring gauge comprises an incremental

track and at least one absolute track,

wherein the incremental track and the at least one absolute

track have pole pairs arranged in the longitudinal
direction of the measuring gauge,
wherein at least one pole pair of the at least one absolute
track 1s arranged or formed phase-shifted relative to a
corresponding pole pair of the incremental track,

wherein m logical values are detected corresponding to
respective angle differences and m” values are detected
by n sensors,
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wherein the length or position measuring system has an
increment sensor and at least two absolute sensors for
cach pole pair of the at least one absolute track,
wherein the at least two absolute sensors are arranged
offset to one another, wherein the increment sensor
detects the position within a pole pair divided into
several regions of the incremental track, and
wherein, 11 the increment sensor 1s 1n one of the two other
regions, the second of the at least two absolute sensors
1s provided for the evaluation.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein n digits are
connected to form a total value and thus m” values are
depicted.

9. A method for operating a length or position measuring,
system which has an at least locally substantially linear
measuring gauge and at least one sensor head that 1s able to
be moved relative to the measuring gauge and comprises at
least one increment sensor and at least one absolute sensor,

wherein the measuring gauge comprises an incremental

track and at least one absolute track,

wherein the incremental track and the at least one absolute

track have pole pairs arranged in the longitudinal
direction of the measuring gauge,
wherein at least one pole pair of the at least one absolute
track 1s arranged or formed phase-shifted relative to a
corresponding pole pair of the incremental track,

wherein m logical values are detected corresponding to
respective angle diflerences and m” values are detected
by n sensors, and

wherein the courses of the angle differences between two

adjacent, different logical values are removed from the

evaluation of the logical values.
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