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PRECHARGE CIRCUIT USING
NON-REGULATING OUTPUT OF AN
AMPLIFIER

BACKGROUND

Linear voltage regulators are used in many electronic
devices to maintain a constant voltage to drive a load.
Because the load may vary, the resistance of the regulator
varies based on the load so that a constant voltage 1s
produced. One type of linear voltage regulator 1s a low-
dropout (LDO) regulator. LDO regulators are configured to
regulate voltage even if the supply voltage 1s close to the
regulated output voltage. LDO regulators include a differ-
ential amplifier that drives a power transistor. One input of
the differential amplifier 1s a reference voltage generated by
a voltage reference (e.g., a bandgap reference, a Zener diode,
etc.). The second input of the differential amplifier 1s a
fraction of the output voltage of the LDO regulator. Thus,
the drive voltage to the power transistor changes to regulate
the output voltage based on the value of the output voltage
itself. In other words, if the output voltage rises relative to
the reference voltage, the drive voltage powering the power
transistor also changes to maintain an output voltage that
remains constant.

SUMMARY

In accordance with at least one embodiment of the dis-
closure, a reference signal generator includes a voltage
reference, an amplifier coupled to the voltage reference, and
a precharge circuit coupled to the amplifier. The voltage
reference 1s configured to generate a constant voltage. The
amplifier 1s configured to receive the constant voltage from
the voltage reference and generate a regulating primary
output signal and a non-regulating secondary output signal.
The precharge circuit 1s configured to charge a noise reduc-
tion capacitor with the non-regulating secondary output
signal.

Another illustrative embodiment 1s a precharge circuit
that includes a capacitor charging circuit, a reference signal
generation circuit, and a control circuit. The capacitor charg-
ing circuit 1s configured to charge a noise reduction capacitor
with a non-regulating secondary output signal recerved from
an amplifier. The reference signal generation circuit 1s
configured to generate a reference signal based on a regu-
lating primary output signal received from the amplifier. The
control circuit 1s configured to enable and disable the
non-regulating secondary output signal.

Yet another illustrative embodiment 1s a method for
generating a reference signal. The method includes gener-
ating, by an amplifier, a regulating primary output signal.
The method also includes generating, by the amplifier, a
non-regulating secondary output signal. The method also
includes charging a noise reduction capacitor with the non-
regulating secondary output signal. The method also
includes generating a reference signal with the regulating
primary output signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a detailed description of various examples, reference
will now be made to the accompanying drawings 1n which:

FIG. 1 shows an 1llustrative block diagram of a reference
signal generator in accordance with various examples;
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FIG. 2 shows an 1llustrative block diagram of a precharge
circuit 1n a reference signal generator in accordance with
various examples;

FIG. 3 shows an illustrative circuit diagram for an ampli-
fier and precharge circuit 1n a reference signal generator 1n
accordance with various examples; and

FIG. 4 shows an illustrative flow diagram of a method for
generating a reference signal 1n accordance with various
examples.

NOTATION AND NOMENCLATUR.

L1l

Certain terms are used throughout the following descrip-
tion and claims to refer to particular system components. As
one skilled in the art will appreciate, companies may refer to
a component by different names. This document does not
intend to distinguish between components that differ in
name but not function. In the following discussion and in the
claims, the terms “including™ and “comprising” are used 1n
an open-ended fashion, and thus should be interpreted to
mean “including, but not limited to . . . .” Also, the term
“couple” or “couples” 1s mntended to mean either an indirect
or direct connection. Thus, if a first device couples to a
second device, that connection may be through a direct
connection, or through an indirect connection via other
devices and connections. The recitation “based on™ 1is
intended to mean “based at least 1n part on.” Therefore, 1f X
1s based on Y, X may be based on' Y and any number of other
factors.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following discussion 1s directed to various embodi-
ments of the disclosure. Although one or more of these
embodiments may be preferred, the embodiments disclosed
should not be interpreted, or otherwise used, as limiting the
scope of the disclosure, including the claims. In addition,
one skilled in the art will understand that the following
description has broad application, and the discussion of any
embodiment 1s meant only to be exemplary of that embodi-
ment, and not intended to intimate that the scope of the
disclosure, including the claims, 1s limited to that embodi-
ment.

Linear voltage regulators are used in many electronic
devices to maintain a constant voltage to drnive a load.
Because the load may vary, the resistance of the regulator
varies based on the load, so that a constant voltage 1s
produced. As discussed above, one type of linear voltage
regulator 1s a LDO regulator which includes a differential
amplifier that compares a reference voltage to the output
voltage to drive a power transistor, thus, regulating the
output voltage.

Although linear regulators do not generate switching
noise, they do include device noise. Device noise 1s an
unavoidable consequence of the quantum nature of charge
carriers. Device noise varies with frequency, so it 1s usually
analyzed in terms of noise spectral density. In many
datasheets, the root-mean-square (RMS) noise voltage over
a specific band of frequencies (e.g., 10 Hz-100 kHz) 1s
specified. To generate the reference voltage, linear regula-
tors use a voltage reference (e.g., a bandpass reference, a
Zener diode, etc.). However, these voltage references suller
from thicker noise (e.g., 1/1 noise). The noise spectral density
of flicker noise varies inversely with frequency and typically
dominates the noise i the RMS noise voltage. Flicker noise
can be suppressed with a resistor-capacitor (RC) filter;
however, for best results, the corner frequency of the RC
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filter should be at least an order of magnitude beneath the
lower edge of the bandwidth of interest. For example, 1f the
RMS noise voltage 1s between 10 Hz and 100 kHz, the RC
filter corner frequency should be no greater than 1 Hz. Thus,

the capacitor in the RC filter needs to be relatively large, and 5
in many cases, cannot be onboard with the voltage reference
and the RC filter resistor. Due to the size of the capacitor, the
settling time of such an RC filter 1s objectionably large (e.g.,
several seconds) unless a precharge circuit 1s utilized to
precharge the capacitor (known as a noise reduction capaci- 10
tor).

One conventional precharge circuit bypasses a filter resis-
tor with a switch. When the switch 1s closed, the noise
reduction capacitor 1s precharged with a relatively large
current through the switch. Once the precharge period 1s 15
complete, the switch 1s opened, and the output voltage of the
voltage reference 1s filtered by the filter resistor and the noise
reduction capacitor. However, this type of conventional
precharge circuit causes voltage droops 1n the voltage ref-
crence during the precharge period. In other words, pre- 20
charging the noise reduction capacitor causes the voltage
reference to collapse. Because the voltage reference may
provide a reference voltage to other circuitry, the voltage
droop caused by precharging the noise reduction capacitor 1s
unacceptable. To cure this deficiency, some conventional 25
precharge circuits include a bufler amplifier between the
voltage reference and the noise reduction filter (e.g., the
filter resistor and noise reduction capacitor). While this does
solve some of the problems discussed above (e.g., prevents
the collapse 1n the voltage reference), other problems arise. 30
For example, while many linear regulators include the
external noise reduction capacitor, the regulator 1s also
expected to work without this capacitor. Therefore, 1n this
configuration, the builer amplifier must be internally com-
pensated, which can be diflicult to design. Furthermore, in 35
some systems, the buller amplifier itself can be used to
provide a voltage to other circuitry, thus, the voltage droop
in the output signal generated by the amplifier caused by
precharging the noise reduction capacitor 1 such configu-
rations, 1s unacceptable. Therefore, there 1s a need for a 40
reference signal generator that does not cause the droop in
the voltage generated by the voltage reference 1tself and/or
the voltage generated by the buller amplifier and still pre-
charges the noise reduction capacitor to provide filtering of
the reference voltage generated by the circuit. 45

In accordance with various examples, a reference signal
generator 1s provided that precharges a noise reduction
capacitor while preventing voltage droop in the outputs of
the voltage reference and/or the bufler amplifier. The bufler
amplifier 1s configured to generate a regulating primary 50
output signal for use 1n generating the reference voltage and
as the negative feedback for the amplifier. The bufler ampli-
fier 1s also configured to generate a non-regulating second-
ary output signal at a voltage which tracks the voltage of the
regulating primary output signal. In other words, the ampli- 55
fler generates a parasitic parallel output voltage to the
regulating primary output signal. The non-regulating sec-
ondary output signal acts to precharge the noise reduction
capacitor without affecting the regulating primary output
signal. Once the noise reduction capacitor 1s charged, the 60
non-regulating secondary output signal can be disabled. The
noise reduction capacitor along with a filter resistor act as an
RC filter to reduce noise 1n the regulating primary output
signal and generate the reference voltage with a reduced
amount of noise. Because the regulating primary output 65
signal 1s not used to charge the noise reduction capacitor,
there 1s no voltage droop in that output. Therefore the

4

regulating primary output can also be utilized by any cir-
cuitry at any time, including while the noise reduction
capacitor 1s being precharged. Once the precharge 1s com-
plete, the filtered regulating primary output signal 1s then
output as the reference voltage.

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative block diagram of a reference
signal generator 100 1n accordance with various examples.
The reference signal generator 100 includes, 1n an embodi-
ment, a voltage reference 102, a bufler amplifier 104, and a
precharge circuit 106. The voltage reference 102 1s coupled
to the buller amplifier 104 which 1s coupled to the precharge
circuit 106. The voltage reference 102 1s configured to
generate a constant voltage signal 122. The voltage refer-
ence 102 1s, 1n an embodiment, a bandpass reference;
however, 1n alternative embodiments, the voltage reference
102 can be any type of voltage reference (e.g., a Zener
diode). The amplifier 104 1s configured to receive the
constant voltage signal 122 from the voltage reference 102
and generate a regulating primary output signal 124 and a
non-regulating secondary output signal 126. The regulating
primary output signal 124 acts, 1n an embodiment, as the
negative feedback signal for the amplifier 104. The non-
regulating secondary output signal 126 can act as a parasitic
parallel output voltage that tracks the voltage of the regu-
lating primary output signal 124.

The precharge circuit 106 1s configured to receive the
regulating primary output signal 124 and the non-regulating
secondary output signal 126. The precharge circuit 106 1s
also configured to charge a noise reduction capacitor, which,
in some embodiments, 1s a part of the precharge circuit 106,
with the non-regulating secondary output signal 126. The
precharge circuit 106 can enable and disable the non-
regulating secondary output signal 126. For example, the
precharge circuit 106 can enable the non-regulating second-
ary output signal 126 to precharge the noise reduction
capacitor, and, once the noise reduction capacitor 1s charged.,
disable the non-regulating secondary output signal 126.
Once the noise reduction capacitor 1s charged, the precharge
circuit 106 generates reference signal 128 by, 1mn some
embodiments, filtering the regulating primary output signal
124 with the noise reduction capacitor and a filter resistor,
together acting as an RC filter. The reference signal 128 then
can act as a voltage reference for one or more circuits (e.g.,
the voltage reference of a diflerential amplifier as part of a
LDO regulator).

FIG. 2 shows an illustrative block diagram of precharge
circuit 106 1n reference signal generator 100 1n accordance
with various examples. The precharge circuit 106, 1n an
embodiment, includes capacitor charging circuit 202, refer-
ence signal generation circuit 204, and control circuit 206.
The capacitor charging circuit 106 1s configured to receive
the non-regulating secondary output 126 and charge the
noise reduction capacitor with the non-regulating secondary
output 126. The reference signal generation circuit 1s con-
figured to generate the reference signal 128 based on the
received regulating primary output 124. The control circuit
206 1s configured to enable and/or disable the non-regulating
secondary output signal 126. In some embodiments, the
control circuit 206 1s configured to disable the non-regulat-
ing secondary output signal 126 in response to a determi-
nation that the noise reduction capacitor i1s charged by the
non-regulating secondary output 126.

FIG. 3 shows an illustrative circuit diagram for amplifier
104 and precharge circuit 106 1n reference signal generator
100 1n accordance with various examples. The example
amplifier 104 shown in FIG. 3, includes transistors 302-310,
a resistor divider that comprises resistors 316-318, and an
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internal compensation capacitor 314. Although, shown 1n
FIG. 3 as a low-current transistor amplifier stabilized by the
internal compensation capacitor 314, 1n other embodiments,
the amplifier 104 can be designed with alternative compo-
nents and/or connections (€.g., a cascode amplifier, etc.). As
discussed above, the precharge circuit 106 1ncludes, 1n an
embodiment, capacitor charging circuit 202, reference signal
generation circuit 204, and control circuit 206. The capacitor
charging circuit 202 can include the transistors the transis-
tors 330-332, the load resistor 342, and the noise reduction
capacitor 346, which may be connected to the remaining
components of the capacitor charging circuit 202 through
pin 344. The reference signal generation circuit 204 can
include the filter resistor 340 and the noise reduction capaci-
tor 346 connected together in series through, in some
embodiments, pin 344. The control circuit 206 can include
transistors 334-336, and inverter 338. While the transistors
302-310 and 330-336 arc depicted as metal-oxide-semicon-
ductor field-effect transistors (MOSFETs) i FIG. 3, they
can be any type of transistor, including bipolar junction
transistors (BJTs).

The amplifier 104 depicted 1n FIG. 3 1s highly stable
because the filter resistor 340 from the reference signal
generation circuit 204 decouples the noise reduction capaci-
tor 346 from the amplifier 104, thus, allowing the internal
compensation capacitor 314 to provide dominant pole com-
pensation regardless of whether the noise reduction capaci-
tor 346 1s present or not. The output at the source of
transistor 310, which 1n some embodiments 1s an n-channel
MOSFET, 1s the regulating primary output signal 126. The
negative feedback loop of the amplifier 106 1s closed
through the resistor divider consisting of resistors 316-318
which attenuates the regulating primary output signal 126,
and thus, the reference signal 128 to match the constant
voltage signal 122 generated by the voltage reference 102.
Additionally, this arrangement enables the amplifier 104 to
generate a reference signal 128 that has a larger voltage than
the constant voltage signal 122 which can be desirable in
linear regulators because the reference signal 122 can be
scaled to equal the desired output voltage of the regulator to
climinate the need for a noisy resistor divider within the
regulator 1tself. The noise generated by the resistor divider
consisting of resistors 316-318 1s significantly reduced, and
in some embodiments, eflectively eliminated, by the RC
filter 1n the reference signal generation circuit 204 which,
when the noise reduction capacitor 346 1s charged, filters the
regulating primary output signal 126 to generate the refer-
ence signal 128. Therelore, scaling the reference signal 128
in this manner reduces the overall device noise 1n the system
(e.g., the regulator).

The resistance value of the resistance divider comprising,
resistors 316-318 is set, in an embodiment, based on the
amount of bias current that 1s desired (or acceptable) to be
generated and/or wasted. For example, 1f a very small
amount of bias current can be wasted, the summation of the
resistance value of resistors 316 and 318 may be very large
(e.g., multiple MQs). While the resistor divider shown 1n
FIG. 3 includes two resistors, 1n some embodiments resistor
316 1s not present and/or the resistance value of resistor 316
1s set to 0.

To precharge the noise reduction capacitor 346, the signal
352 causes the transistor 330 (acting as a switch) to close
(turn on). As shown, i FIG. 3, the transistor 330 is a
p-channel MOSFET; therefore, the signal 352 is driven
LOW closing the transistor 330. When the transistor 330 i1s
closed, transistor 332, which in some embodiments 1s an
n-channel MOSFET, 1s connected to the amplifier 104, and
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more specifically the gate of transistor 310. Transistor 332
acts as an open-loop output that directly drives (precharges)
the noise compensation capacitor 346. In other words,
because the gate of transistor 332 1s connected directly to the
gate ol transistor 310 when the transistor 330 1s closed, a
parasitic output, the non-regulating secondary output signal
126, 1s formed parallel to the regulating primary output
signal 124. Therefore, closing the transistor 330 enables the
non-regulating secondary output signal 126. Because the
teedback loop of the amplifier 104 is closed from transistor
310, through the resistor divider consisting of resistor 316-
318, and not from transistor 332, the closing of transistor
330 does not upset the stability of the amplifier 104.

While the noise reduction capacitor 346 1s being pre-
charged, the load resistor 342 provides a load on transistor
332. If transistor 332 1s the same size as transistor 310, then
resistor 342 1s configured to have the same resistance as the
sum of resistors 316 and 318. If the width of transistor 332
1s different (e.g., wider) than the width of transistor 310, the
resistance ol the load resistor 342 is configured, 1n an
embodiment, according to: R,,,=W,,/W.1, (R, +R55)
where R, 15 the resistance of load resistor 342, R, < 1s the
resistance of resistor 316, R, 1s the resistance of resistor
318, W,,, 1s the width of transistor 310, and W,;, 1s the
width of transistor 332. In this way, the final gate-to-source
voltage drop of transistor 332 (after the noise reduction
capacitor 346 1s charged) will equal the gate-to-source
voltage of transistor 310. In other words, load resistor 342
provides the same or nearly the same load on transistor 332
as the load the resistor divider made up of resistors 316-318
provides to transistor 310. Therefore, transistor 332 has the
approximately the same current draw through it as the
current draw through transistor 310. In this way, the voltage
of the non-regulating secondary output signal 126 tracks the
voltage of the regulating primary output signal 124. Thus,
the voltage to which the noise reduction capacitor 346 settles
during precharge is the same as the voltage at which 1t will
operate when precharge terminates.

Once the noise reduction capacitor 346 1s charged, the
control circuit 206, through the signal 352, 1s configured to
open (turn ofl) the transistor 330. In other words, a HIGH
signal 352 dnives the gate of transistor 330 opening the
transistor 330. This causes the amplifier 104 to stop gener-
ating the non-regulating secondary output signal 126 (i.e.,
disables the non-regulating secondary output signal 126).
The RC filter formed by the filter resistor 340 and the noise
reduction capacitor 346, then acts to filter the regulating
primary output signal 124 to generate the reference signal
128 as discussed above. The filter resistor 340 has, in an
embodiment, a resistance value based on the amount of pin
leakage from pin 344, and thus, 1n some embodiments a
maximum resistance value of 100 kn. For example, if the
leakage current of the pin 344 1s 0.1 uA and the resistance
value of filter resistor 340 1s 1 M2, then the voltage drop 1s
100 mV which 1s unacceptable. However, if the resistance
value of the filter resistor 340 1s 100 k€2, then the voltage
drop 1s 10 mV which may be tolerable 1n certain applica-
tions. If the pin leakage current of the pin 344 1s very low
(e.g., 0.02 uA), then higher resistance values are available
for the filter resistor 340 (e.g., 1 ME2).

FIG. 4 shows an illustrative flow diagram of a method 400
for generating a reference signal in accordance with various
examples. Though depicted sequentially as a matter of
convenience, at least some of the actions shown can be
performed 1n a diflerent order and/or performed 1n parallel.
Additionally, some embodiments may perform only some of
the actions shown. In some embodiments, at least some of
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the operations of the method 400, as well as other operations
described herein, are performed by the voltage reference
102, the amplifier 104, and/or the precharge circuit (includ-
ing the capacitor charging circuit 202, the reference signal
generation circuit 204, and/or the control circuit 206) and
implemented 1n logic.

The method 400 begins 1 block 402 with generating a
regulating primary output signal. For example, the bufler
amplifier 104 1s configured to recerve constant voltage signal
122 and generate regulating primary output signal 124,
which, 1n some embodiments, 1s an amplified version of the
constant voltage signal 122. The regulating primary output
signal 124 1s also used as the negative feedback input to the
amplifier 124. In block 404, the method 400 continues with
generating a non-regulating secondary output signal. For
example, 1n addition to generating the regulating primary
output signal 124, the amplifier 104 1s also configured to
generate non-regulating secondary output signal 126 with a
voltage which tracks the voltage of the regulating primary
output signal 124. In other words, the amplifier 104 gener-
ates a parallel parasitic voltage that tracks the voltage of the
regulating primary output signal 124.

The method 400 continues 1n block 406 with charging a
noise reduction capacitor with the non-regulating secondary
output signal. For example capacitor charging circuit 202 1s
configured to charge the noise reduction capacitor 346. In
block 408, the method 400 continues with determining
whether the noise reduction capacitor 1s fully charged. If, in
block 408, a determination 1s made that the noise reduction
capacitor 1s not fully charged, the method 400 continues 1n
block 406 with continuing to charge the noise reduction
capacitor with the non-regulating secondary output signal.

However, 1if, 1n block 408, a determination 1s made that
the noise reduction capacitor 1s fully charged, the method
400 continues 1n block 410 with disabling the non-regulating
secondary output signal. For example, the control circuit 206
1s configured to disable the non-regulating secondary output
signal by, 1n some embodiments, driving the gate of tran-
sistor 330 to turn 1t off.

In block 412, the method 400 continues with filtering the
regulating primary output signal to generate a reference
signal. For example, the noise reduction capacitor 346 1n
conjunction with a series filter resistor 340 filter the regu-
lating primary output signal 124 to generate the reference
signal 128.

The above discussion 1s meant to be illustrative of the
principles and various embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. Numerous variations and modifications will become
apparent to those skilled 1n the art once the above disclosure
1s Tully appreciated. It 1s intended that the following claims
be interpreted to embrace all such variations and modifica-
tions.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A reference signal generator, comprising:

a voltage reference configured to generate a constant

voltage;

an amplifier coupled to the voltage reference, the ampli-

fier configured to receive the constant voltage from the
voltage reference and generate a regulating primary
output signal and a non-regulating secondary output
signal; and

a precharge circuit coupled to the amplifier, the precharge

circuit configured to charge a noise reduction capacitor
with the non-regulating secondary output signal.

2. The reference signal generator of claim 1, wherein the
precharge circuit 1s further configured to enable and disable
the non-regulating secondary output signal.
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3. The reference signal generator of claim 2, wherein the
precharge circuit 1s further configured to enable the non-
regulating secondary output signal to charge the noise reduc-
tion capacitor, and 1n response to the noise reduction capaci-
tor being charged, disable the non-regulating secondary
output signal.

4. The reference signal generator of claim 3, wherein the
precharge circuit includes a switch and a control circuit, the
control circuit configured to:

close the switch to enable the non-regulating secondary

output signal to charge the noise reduction capacitor;
and

open the switch to disable the non-regulating secondary

output signal.

5. The reference signal generator of claim 4, wherein the

il

switch 1s a p-channel metal-oxide-semiconductor field-etiect
transistor (MOSFET).

6. The reference signal generator of claim 1, wherein the
precharge circuit 1s further configured to receive the regu-
lating primary output signal and generate a reference signal.

7. The reference signal generator of claim 6, wherein the
precharge circuit includes a resistor 1in series with the noise
reduction capacitor, the resistor and noise reduction capaci-
tor configured to filter the regulating primary output signal
to generate the reference signal.

8. The reference signal generator of claim 1, wherein a
voltage of the non-regulating secondary output signal tracks
a voltage of the regulating primary output signal.

9. A precharge circuit, comprising;

a capacitor charging circuit configured to charge a noise
reduction capacitor with a non-regulating secondary
output signal received from an amplifier;

a reference signal generation circuit configured to gener-
ate a reference signal based on a regulating primary
output signal received from the amplifier; and

control circuit configured to enable and disable the non-
regulating secondary output signal.

10. The precharge circuit of claim 9, further comprising a
first resistor 1n series with the noise reduction capacitor, the
resistor and noise reduction capacitor configured to filter the
regulating primary output signal to generate the reference
signal.

11. The precharge circuit of claim 9, wherein the capacitor
charging circuit includes a first switch configured to, when
closed, enable the non-regulating secondary output signal to
charge the noise reduction capacitor and, when open, disable
the non-regulating secondary output signal.

12. The precharge circuit of claim 11, further comprising
a {irst resistor 1n series with the noise reduction capacitor, the
resistor and noise reduction capacitor configured to, in
response to the first switch being open, filter the regulating
primary output signal to generate the reference signal.

13. The precharge circuit of claim 11, wherein the capaci-
tor charging circuit further includes a second switch con-
nected to the first switch, the second switch configured to, 1in
response to the first switch being closed, drive the noise
reduction capacitor.

14. The precharge circuit of claim 13, wherein the capaci-
tor charging circuit further includes a first load resistor
connected to the second switch, the first load resistor con-
figured to provide a load to the non-regulating secondary
output signal so that the non-regulating secondary output
signal tracks the regulating primary output signal.

15. The precharge circuit of claim 14, wherein the first

switch 1s a p-channel metal-oxide-semiconductor field-eflect
transistor (MOSFET) and the second switch 1s an n-channel
MOSFET.
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16. The precharge circuit of claim 15, wherein:

the first switch includes a first drain, a first source, and a
first gate;

the second switch includes a second drain, a second

source, and a second gate; 5
the first source 1s connected to a gate of an amplifier

transistor included in the amplifier;
the first drain 1s connected to the second gate; and
the second source 1s connected to the noise reduction

capacitor. 10

17. The precharge circuit of claim 16, wherein the second
source 1s further connected to the first load resistor.

18. The precharge circuit of claim 16, wherein the refer-
ence signal generation circuit includes a second load resistor
connected to a source of the amplifier transistor and the 15
noise reduction capacitor.

19. A method for generating a reference signal, compris-
ng:

generating, by an amplifier, a regulating primary output

signal; 20
generating, by the amplifier, a non-regulating secondary
output signal;

charging a noise reduction capacitor with the non-regu-

lating secondary output signal; and

generating a reference signal with the regulating primary 25

output signal.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

in response to a determination that the noise reduction

capacitor 1s charged, disabling the non-regulating sec-
ondary output signal; and 30
filtering the regulating primary output signal.
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