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VEHICLE CARGO TAILGATE ENCLOSURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/351,191, enftitled “VEHICLE CARGO
TAILGATE ENCLOSURE,” filed on Jan. 16, 2012, which 1s
a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/947,
735, entitled “VEHICLE CARGO TAILGATE ENCLO-
SURE,” filed on Nov. 16, 2010, which 1s a continuation of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/924,537, entitled
“VEHICLE CARGO TAILGATE ENCLOSURE,” filed on
Oct. 25, 2007, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,841,638, which claims
priority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/863,
339, enftitled “VEHICLE CARGO TAILGATE ENCLO-
SURE,” filed on Oct. 27, 2006. The entirety of each of the
above applications 1s expressly incorporated by reference
herein and made a part of the present specification.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present application generally relates to a cargo tail-
gate enclosure for a pickup truck.

Description of the Related Art

Pick-up trucks are extremely popular. One of their pri-
mary advantages 1s the ability to haul loads in the storage
bed located behind the cab of the vehicle. Unfortunately,
often the storage bed 1s of an undesirable configuration for
the load being transported. In particular, it 1s not unusual for
the load to be larger than the truck bed, so that the tailgate
of the truck needs to be lowered to enable the load to be
adequately transferred. Unfortunately, this raises the risk
that the load will fall out of the back of the truck, or that the
load will need to be tied down, taking additional time.

For this reason, various truck tailgate enclosures have
been developed. Despite the great success and excellent
functionality of previous tailgate enclosures, new areas exist
in which to further improve the cargo tailgate enclosure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One embodiment of the present invention 1s an improved
tailgate enclosure which preferably incorporates the use of
non-circular cross-members, simplified vertical supports,
and a modified storage space defined by the tailgate enclo-
sure. In some embodiments, the new tailgate enclosure 1s
particularly well suited for transporting motorcycles in the
cargo bed of a pickup truck. The new tailgate enclosure can
also desirably provide simplified assembly.

In some embodiments, a vehicle tailgate enclosure for use
with a vehicle having an open storage bed 1s provided. The
open storage bed has a rear end, a first upstanding side panel
to on one side of said bed, a second upstanding side panel
to on an opposite side of said bed, and a tailgate. The tailgate
enclosure 1s mountable 1n a first position in which said
tailgate enclosure comprises a first side wall, a second side
wall, and a connecting wall. The first side wall 1s coupled to
the first side panel. The second side wall 1s coupled to the
second side panel. The connecting wall connects said first
side wall and said second side wall, a portion of said
connecting wall positioned over said tailgate rearward of
said rear end of said bed, said connecting wall angling
upward and outward from said tailgate at an angle of
between about 10 and about 350 degrees from vertical.
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In other embodiments, a vehicle tailgate enclosure for use
with a vehicle having an open storage bed 1s disclosed. The

storage bed has a rear end, a first upstanding side panel
defining one side of said bed, a second upstanding side panel
defining an opposite side of said bed, and a tailgate. The
tailgate enclosure 1s mountable 1n a first position 1n which
said tailgate enclosure comprises a first side wall, a second
side wall, and a connecting wall. The first side wall 1s
coupled to the first side panel. The second side wall 1s
coupled to the second side panel. The connecting wall
connects said first side wall and said second side wall. The
connecting wall comprises a plurality of cross-members
having a non-circular cross-section; and a plurality of struts,
cach strut defining a plurality of openings, each of said
plurality of openings sized and shaped to receive and retain
one of said plurality of cross-members.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present vehicle cargo tailgate enclosure are described below
with reference to drawings of preferred embodiments, which
are intended to 1illustrate, but not to limit, the present
invention. The drawings contain twenty-three figures.

FIG. 1 15 a perspective view of an embodiment of a truck
tailgate enclosure mounted on a truck over the tailgate.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the truck tailgate enclosure
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a rear view of the truck tailgate enclosure of FIG.
1.

FIG. 4 1s a front view of the truck tailgate enclosure of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 15 a top view of the truck tailgate enclosure of FIG.
1.

FIG. 6 1s a bottom view of the truck tailgate enclosure of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 1s a right side view of the truck tailgate enclosure
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 15 a left side view of the truck tailgate enclosure of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 9 1s a partial cross-sectional view of a truck with the
tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1 over the tailgate.

FIG. 10 1s a partial cross-sectional view of a truck with the
tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1 spaced forward of the closed
tailgate.

FIG. 11 1s a partial cross-sectional view of a truck with the
truck tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1 behind the truck cab.

FIG. 12 1s a cross-sectional view of a tubular member of
the truck tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 13 1s a side view of a rear upright of the truck tailgate
enclosure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 14 1s a perspective view of a section of a rear upright
of the truck tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 14a 1s a perspective view of a mating section of a
rear upright of the truck tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 15 1s a perspective view ol a pivot upright of the
truck tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 16 1s a cross-sectional view of a pivot upright of the
truck tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 17 1s a schematic 1llustrating a truck bed receiving
the tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1 when the tailgate enclosure
1s 1n a vertical orientation.

FIG. 18 1s a schematic view 1illustrating a truck bed
receiving the tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1 when the tailgate
enclosure 1s 1n a horizontal orientation.

FIG. 19 1s a side view of a latch configured to receive the
truck tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 20 1s a latch which 1s configured to receive the truck
tailgate enclosure of FIG. 1.

FIG. 21 1s a perspective view ol another embodiment of
a truck tailgate enclosure of the present invention mounted
on a truck over the tailgate.

FI1G. 22 1s a perspective view of the truck tailgate enclo-
sure of FIG. 21.

FI1G. 23 1s cross-sectional back view of an embodiment of
a tailgate enclosure with a telescopic back wall system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

(Ll

Several embodiments of vehicle cargo tailgate enclosures
are described herein. With reference to many of the figures,
relative directions and positions are used such as top,
bottom, front, back, left, and nght. With reference to the
tailgate enclosure, the direction convention follows corre-
sponding to a vehicle with the tailgate enclosure in the
position shown 1n FIG. 1. That 1s, the left side of the cargo
tailgate enclosure corresponds to the left side of the vehicle
and the top of the tailgate enclosure corresponds to the top
of the vehicle all from the orientation of a person sitting 1n
the driver’s seat. This direction convention will be carried
with the tailgate enclosure throughout different positions
which may shift the relative front, back, top, and bottom of
the tailgate enclosure relative to the vehicle. This direction
convention 1s only intended to clariiy the description and 1s
in no way intended to limit the scope of the technology,
unless otherwise expressly stated.

FIG. 1 1llustrates a cargo tailgate enclosure 100 mounted
to a truck 30. The truck 30 comprises a cab 31 to the rear of
which 1s a cargo bed 32. The cargo bed 32 includes a front
wall 40, right side wall 36, left side wall 38, and a tailgate
34 which together define a cargo space 33. The cargo tailgate
enclosure 100 1s preferably mounted to the right side wall 36
and the lett side wall 38 and, in certain positions, 1s capable
ol increasing the cargo space 33 or partitioning the cargo
space 33. The walls 36, 38, 40, and the tailgate 34 are
desirably upstanding panels which define a generally rect-
angular cargo space 33 which can be open from above.

With reference to FIG. 1, the tailgate 34 1s capable of
providing access to the cargo space 33 from a rearward
location and 1s pivotally connected adjacent a lower surface
42 of the cargo bed 32 that defines a lower end of the cargo
space 33. In other trucks to which the tailgate enclosure 100
can be applied, the tailgate 34 can be configured to be
pivotally connected to the right side wall 36 or the left side
wall 38. The tailgate 34 can further comprise a latch mecha-
nism 44 configured to secure the tailgate 1n a closed and
upright position. In the position shown in FIG. 1, the cargo
tailgate enclosure 100 1s extends the cargo space 33 of the
cargo bed 32 when the tailgate 34 1s 1n an open position.

With reference to FIG. 1, 1n 1its deployed position, the
cargo tailgate enclosure 100 may comprise a generally U
shape which, 1n the position illustrated 1n FIG. 1, 1s open
towards the front of the truck 30. Referring to FIGS. 1-9, the
cargo tailgate enclosure further comprises a left side wall
102, a right side wall 104, and a connecting wall 106. In the
position illustrated 1n FIG. 1, the left side wall 102 extends
rearward from the left side wall 36 of the truck 30 and the
right side wall 104 extends rearward from the right side wall
38 of the truck 30. The connecting wall 106 can connect
rearward portions of the side wall 102 and the side wall 104
and to at least partially enclose the cargo space 33 of the
truck 30. The cargo tailgate enclosure 100 i1s desirably
pivotally connected to the left side wall 36 and the right side
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wall 38 of the truck 30 at pivot connection 124 and pivot
connection 126. The cargo tailgate enclosure 100 can be
rotated about the pivot connections 124, 126. The pivotal
nature of the connections 124, 126 different configurations
in which the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 can be positioned
without disconnecting the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 from

the side wall 36 and the side wall 38 and will be discussed
in greater detail below. As will be appreciated, non-pivoting
connections are also possible.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1-8, the cargo tailgate
enclosure can further comprise three cross-members or
tubular members including a bottom cross-member or tubu-
lar member 116, a middle cross-member or tubular member
118 and a top cross-member or tubular member 120 which
at least partially form the walls 102, 104, and 106. The
tailgate enclosure 100 may also comprise four vertical
upright members or struts including a left pivot upright or
strut 108, right pivot upright or strut 110, right rear upright
or strut 112 and left rear upright or strut 114. The uprights
108, 110, 112, and 114 may be configured to secure the

cross-members or tubular members 116, 118, and 120 1n an
evenly spaced configuration. The spacing between the cross-
members or tubular members 116, 118, and 120 1s preferably
configured so that the height of walls 102, 104, and 106 of
the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1s similar to the depth of the
cargo space 33 of the truck 30.

The tubular members 116, 118, and 120 can desirably be
made of a metallic material such as 6061-T6 Aluminum or
stainless steel and the uprights can desirably be made of a
high strength plastic material. Although the above men-
tioned materials can desirably be used, other such materials
can be used 1n other embodiments of tailgate enclosure. For
example, the tubular members 116, 118, and 120 can be
made of plastic or metallic materials and the uprights 108,
110, 112, and 114 can be made of billet aluminum or a
composite such as carbon fiber. As and alternate to tubular
members, cross-members formed of solid or hollow shapes
include such shapes as solid L-angles, L-shaped tubing,
I-beams, I-shaped tubing, octagonal tubing, round tubing,
square solid bars, square tubing, triangular solid bars, trian-
gular tubing or other suitable shapes. Furthermore, the
tubular members 116, 118, and 120 can be made of any
suitable matenal such as plastic, composites, steel, or alu-
minum.

Although the embodiment of the cargo tailgate enclosure
100 shown in FIGS. 1-8 has been illustrated with three
tubular members 116, 118, and 120, any number of tubular
members may be used 1n the cargo tailgate enclosure 100.
For example a tailgate enclosure 100 may include 2, 4, or 5
tubular members. Because a tailgate enclosure with a greater
number of tubular members may 1n turn have a smaller
spacing between the bars, it may be usetul for carrying cargo
that 1s relatively small and may be at risk of slipping
between the tubular members. The same applies to the
vertical uprights in that any number or spacing of vertical
uprights may be used with the cargo tailgate enclosure 100.
Once again a greater number of vertical uprights can be
desirable depending on the preferred cargo to be carried.

One advantage of the spacing of the tubular members 116,
118, and 120 1s that 1t provides passageways for air to pass
through the walls 102, 104 and 106 of the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100. Quite often when a vehicle, such as the truck
30 of FIG. 1, 1s traveling at high speeds the tailgate 34 can
provide a great deal of wind resistance when in an upright
positions. With the spaced positioning of the tubular mem-

bers 116, 118, and 120 shown 1 FIGS. 1-8 air may pass
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freely through cargo tailgate enclosure 100, which reduces
unnecessary wind drag on the truck 30.

With reference to FIGS. 7 and 8, the cargo tailgate
enclosure further comprises a rearwardly sloping back wall
106. The back wall 106 1s configured to slope upward and
outward relative to a rear end of the tailgate 34. The
rearward angle 0 of the back wall 106 from vertical 1s
preferably at least 10 degrees and desirably at least 15
degrees. In one embodiment, the angle, 0 1s approximately
19.1 degrees. Furthermore, the angle 0 of the back wall 106
can preferably be no greater than about 30 degrees and
desirably no greater than 45 degrees and more preferably no
greater than 30 degrees. Furthermore the range of the angle
0 1n some embodiments 1s desirably between 10 degrees and
50 degrees and preferably between 15 degrees and 45
degrees and more desirably between 15 degrees and 30
degrees. The benefits and advantages of the sloped back wall
106 will be discussed 1n further detail below with reference
to various positions of the tailgate enclosure 100.

With reference to FIGS. 5 and 6, the walls 102, 104, and
106 are preferably formed at least in part by the tubular
members 116, 118, and 120. In order to transition between
the side walls 102 and 104 to the back wall 106, the tubular
members 116, 118, and 120 can be bent to achieve the
transitions. In one embodiment, the tubular members 116,
118, and 120 can have two bend locations on each side of the
cargo tailgate enclosure 100 including two forward bent
transitions 142 and two rearward bent transitions 144.
Although the illustrated embodiment shows two bent tran-
sitions 142 and 144 any number of bent transitions may be
used including one or three. As used herein, “bent™ 1s a broad
term, and 1s 1n reference to the end configuration, not the
manufacturing process. Thus, a carbon fiber tubular member
that 1s laid up ornigmally with a bend 1n 1t would be
considered bent.

In some embodiments, the tubular members 116, 118, and
120 are formed of multiple pieces such that the tubular
members 116, 118, and 120 are formed of two L-shaped
pieces which can connect along the back wall 106. Such a
configuration can reduce the size of the tubular members
116, 118, and 120, which may increase the ease of shipping
and/or storing the cargo tailgate enclosure 100. Furthermore,
because the tubular members 116, 118, and 120 are prefer-
ably made of two L-shaped pieces, the tubular members 116,
118, and 120 can provide a degree of adjustment to adjust the
overall width of the cargo tailgate enclosure 100. Such an
adjustment can be advantageous to accommodate for dimen-
sional tolerances 1n various vehicles or in the cargo tailgate

enclosure 100. Although the embodiment of the tailgate
enclosure shown i FIGS. 1-8 has been shown with the
tubular members 116, 118, and 120 comprising two
L-shaped pieces, the tubular members 116, 118, and 120 can
comprise any number of pieces including being formed of
one solid piece.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1-8, the left upright
108 and the nght upright 110 may be configured to substan-
tially cap open distal ends of the tubular members 116, 118,
and 120. The right upright 110 and the left upright 108 are
turther configured to include a left pivot mount 130 and a
pivot mount 132 which are configured to secure the cargo
tailgate enclosure 100 to the left side wall 36 and the right
side wall 38 of the truck 30. Preferably, the left pivotal
mount 130 and the right pivotal mount 132 are received by
latches 202, illustrated in FIGS. 17-20 which may be

mounted to an inner surface of the side wall 36 and 38. The
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6

details of the connection between the pivotal mounts 130
and 132 and the latches 202 will be discussed 1n greater
detail below.

With continued reference to FIGS. 1-8, in some embodi-
ments, the left rear upright 112 and the right rear upright 114
can comprise bumpers 134. The bumpers 134 are configured
to support the back wall 106 of the cargo tailgate enclosure
100 when the cargo tailgate enclosure 1s rested against the
lower surface 42 of the cargo bed 32 or the tailgate 34. The
bumpers 134 are desirably made of a rubber material so as
to provide a soit interface between the right rear upright 114
and the left rear upright 112 and the bottom surface 42 of the
cargo bed 32 or the tailgate 34.

FIG. 9 illustrates the cargo tailgate enclosure 100
arranged 1 a first position i which the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100 extends upward and outward away from the
tailgate 34 and increases the size of the cargo space 33. In
this configuration, the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 provides
more space for storage and transport of items, such as the
motorcycle 60 1llustrated i FIG. 9. In the configuration
shown 1 FIG. 9, the sloping back wall 106 of the cargo
tailgate enclosure 100 provides an advantage when trans-
porting the motorcycle 60 1n that 1t can provide additional
space for a rear wheel 64 of the motorcycle 60 while still
maintaining at least a portion of the rear wall 106 resting on
the tailgate 34. This configuration 1s afforded by the angle of
the rear wall 106 and the configuration of the rear uprights
112, and 114 which maintain the bumpers 134 in a position
resting on the tailgate 34. While the 1llustrated configuration
shows certain advantages of the tailgate enclosure 100 for
transporting a motorcycle 60, 1t 1s contemplated that the
additional cargo space can also be beneficial in transporting
other 1tems such as other wheeled vehicles (e.g. bicycles,
all-terrain vehicles, scooters), or other cargo that would
otherwise extend past the vehicle’s open tailgate 34.

In certain scenarios when 1t 1s desirable to transport a
motorcycle 60 in the cargo bed 32 of the truck 30, a cargo
tailgate enclosure with a substantially vertical rear wall may
not provide suflicient space to transport the motorcycle 60
because the rear wheel 64 may extend past a distal end of the
tallgate 34. Thus, by using the cargo tailgate enclosure 100
with the sloped rear wall 106, transport and storage of the
motorcycle 60 1s easy and convenient.

It must also be noted that 1 a cargo tailgate enclosure with
a vertical rear wall were to be used 1n a situation as
illustrated 1n FIG. 9 the cargo space 33 would be compro-
mised 1 order to provide suflicient space for an i1tem such
as the motorcycle 60. That 1s, 1I a cargo tailgate enclosure
with a vertical rear wall were to be made with side walls long,
enough to enclose the rear wheel 64 of the motorcycle 60,
a hole would be defined by the rear wall of the tailgate
enclosure and a distal end of the tailgate 34 which may allow
cargo to fall out of the cargo space 33. Thus, by using a
sloped rear wall 106 the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 can
accommodate long items such as the motorcycle 60 and still
substantially enclose the cargo space 33. Although a motor-
cycle has been used as an example of a cargo item that
extends past a distal end of an open tailgate 34, as noted
above the tailgate enclosure 100 can be useful with any
large, or long, cargo item.

FIG. 10 illustrates a second position of the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100. In the position illustrated i FIG. 10, the
cargo tailgate enclosure 1s positioned so that the tubular
member 120 1s closest to a lower surface 42 of the cargo bed
32. The cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1s connected to the right
side wall 36 and the left side wall 38 of the cargo bed 32 at

the pivot connection 124 and pivotal connection 126 (FIG.
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1) at a location similar to that shown m FIG. 9. In the
position shown i FIG. 10, the tailgate 34 can be in an
upright and closed position, and the cargo tailgate enclosure
100 can provide a storage space 136 within the cargo space
33 that 1s smaller than the storage space provided by the
cargo bed 32. Thus, in this second position, the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100 can provide a partition in the cargo space 33.
The position shown 1n FIG. 10 can be achieved by either
rotating the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 about the pivot
connections 126 and 124 from the position shown 1n FI1G. 9
or by mounting the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 directly 1n
the position shown 1n FIG. 10.

The cargo space 136 provided by the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100 1 the second position may be advantageous
when 1t 1s desirable to transport small to medium sized
items. The cargo tailgate enclosure 100 can desirably pro-
vide security to transport such small and medium sized 1tems
in that 1t will substantially reduce the likelihood of the 1tems
shifting throughout the entirety of the cargo space 33 during
transport. The sloped rear wall 106 of the cargo tailgate
enclosure further provides a subspace 138 of the cargo space
136 that 1s particularly well suited for storing small items
because the sloped rear wall 106 provides some added
security by covering the upper portion of the subspace 136.
Such a space may be useful when transporting groceries or
a duflle bag because a user could tuck such items into the
subspace 138.

FIG. 11 illustrates a third position of the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100 1n which the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1s
located near the front wall 40 of the cargo bed 32. The cargo
tailgate enclosure 100 1s positioned so that the tube 116 1s
located closest to the lower surface 42 of the cargo bed 32,
and the uprights 108 and 110 are located closest to the front
wall 40 of the cargo bed 32. In some pick-up trucks, the
cargo bed 32 can include a storage box 46 located below the
lower surface 42 of the cargo bed 32 which 1s closed by a Iid
48. The l1d 48 1s preferably pivotally connected to the lower
surface 42 of the cargo bed 32. The sloped rear wall 106 of
the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1s advantageous in this
position 1n that it can allow the lid 48 to be opened while the
cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1s 1n the third position. In the
position shown in FIG. 11, the left upright 112 and the right
upright 114 (FIG. 1) rest against the lower surface 42 of the
cargo bed 32 at a position 1n front of the pivot end of the lid
48. Thus, the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 can allow the Iid
48 to be opened provide access to the storage box 46 without
repositioning or removing the cargo tailgate enclosure 100.
One such storage box 46 and lid 48 configuration can be
seen on a Honda Ridgeline™ truck.

FI1G. 12 illustrates a cross-section of the tubular member
116, 118, and 120. The cross-section comprises a generally
non-circular shape with curved end walls 121 and sidewalls
119. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 12 the average height
AH of the cross-section 1s preferably 1.92 inches and the
average width AW 1s preferably 1.18 inches. Furthermore, 1n
the embodiment shown i FIG. 12 the overall Height H 1s
preferably 2 inches and the overall width W 1s preferably
1.375 inches. Although this particular embodiment com-
prises the atlorementioned dimensions, other suitable dimen-
sions can be used. When the average height AH 1s 1.92
inches and the average width AW 1s 1.18 inches, the resultant
average height to average width ratio 1s 1.62, which approxi-
mates a ratio commonly referred to as Fibonacci’s Golden
Ratio. This proportion provides an aesthetically pleasing
shape to the tubular members 116, 118, and 120.

With continued reference to FIG. 12 the tubular members
116, 118, and 120 comprise a non-circular profile. In the
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illustrated embodiment, the tubular members 116, 118, 120
further include convex curved sides having sidewalls 119
extending generally vertically to define a height H of the
tubular members 116, 118, 120 and end walls 121 extending
generally horizontally to define a width W of the tubular
members 116, 118, 120. The sidewalls 119 preferably com-
prise a radius R1 such that the ratio of the radius R1 to the
height H 1s preferably less than 3:1. Furthermore, the ratio
of the radius R1 to the height H 1s desirably less than 2:1,
and preferably less than 1.5:1, being more preferably less
than 1.13:1. In the particular embodiment shown 1n FI1G. 12
the ratio 1s approximately 1.110:1. The radius R2 of the end
walls 121 also comprise substantially similar ratio, however
with regard to the end walls 121 the ratio of the radius R2
1s compared to the width W. That 1s, the ratio of the radius
R2 to the width W 1s preferably less than 3:1, and desirably
less than 1.5:1, being more desirably less than 1.15:1. In the
particular embodiment shown 1n FIG. 12 the ratio 1s 1.117:1.

With continued reference to FIG. 12 the curved corners
123 preferably comprise a radius R3 such that a ratio
between the radius R3 and the height H 1s preferably greater
than 1:32. Furthermore the ratio between radius R3 and the
height H 1s preferably greater than 1:16 and desirably greater
than 1:6. In the particular embodiment shown in FIG. 12 the
ratio 1s 3:16. Although this particular embodiment comprises
the atorementioned dimensions, other suitable dimensions
can be used. It 1s however preferable to maintain the non
circular cross section of the tubular members 116, 118, and
120 without creating a flat walled cross section. In the
embodiment shown 1n FIG. 12 the radius R3 1s preferably
greater than 5 inch and desirably greater than 4 inch. In the
embodiment shown the radius R3 1s 3% inch. Once again
although specific dimensions are described above other
suitable dimensions may be used.

Although the embodiment of the cargo tailgate enclosure
100 1s described with cross-members or tubular members
116, 118, and 120 comprising the particular cross section
shown in FIG. 12, 1in certain other embodiments other
non-circular shapes may be used. Such alternate non-circu-
lar shapes may include, square, triangular, octagonal, or any
other suitable non-circular shapes. Furthermore, the cross-
members 116, 118, and 120 can, in some embodiments,
comprise a solid shape. Some alternative shapes may
include solid L-angle, solid I-beam, solid square shapes, or
any other suitable solid or hollow shapes.

With continued reference to FIG. 12, an advantage of the
cross-section shown in FIG. 12 i1s that when the cargo
tallgate enclosure 100 1s to be grasped by a user, the
cross-section of the tube provides an excellent gripping
shape so as to manipulate the cargo tailgate enclosure 100.
This 1s particularly advantageous over a cylindrical tube 1n
that less force 1s required to grasp the tube to prevent
rotation within one’s hand. Such a configuration in which
the shape of the tubular members 116, 118, and 120 may be
particularly useful i1s that shown in FIG. 18. When the
tailgate enclosure 1s to be attached to the truck 30 from a
position in which the tailgate enclosure 100 1s 1n a generally
horizontal position, the non-circular shape of the tubular
members 116, 118, and 120 can provide an excellent grasp-
ing surface i which the tailgate enclosure 100 can be
mampulated. That 1s, that shape of the tubular members 116,
118, and 120 allows the user to easily handle the tailgate
enclosure 100 without the tubular members 116, 118, and
120 twisting in ones hands.

As discussed above with reference to FIG. 5, in some
embodiments, the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 can include
two sets of bent transitions: a forward set of bent transitions
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142, and a rearward set of bent transitions 144. The bent
transitions 142, 144 are configured to transition the side
walls 102 and 104 1nto the rear wall 106 of the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100. In the 1llustrated embodiment, 1t 1s desirable
to bend the tubular members 116, 118, and 120 1n order to
achieve the angled transition 142 and 144. Thus, an advan-
tage ol the cross section of the tubular members 116, 118,
and 120 1s that the shape described above with respect to
FI1G. 12 can bend to accommodate the bends 142, 144 of the
cargo enclosure 100 without substantially buckling the tubu-
lar members 116, 118, 120. If the tubular members 116, 118,
and 120 were to be made with a sharp rectangular cross
section, the bending of the tubular member could possibly
result 1n bucking or dimpling of the tubular members 116,
118, and 120. Thus, the cross sectional shape of the tubular
member 116, 118, and 120 illustrated in FIG. 12 provides a
smooth bend when the tubular member 116, 118, and 120 are
to be bent to form the angled transitions 142 and 144.

With continued reference to FI1G. 12, another advantage of
the non-circular tubular members 116, 118, and 120 1s that
the tubular members 116, 118, and 120 can be rotationally
secured 1n the uprights 108, 110, 112 and 114. As further
discussed below, the uprlghts 108, 110, 112 and 114 can
include recerving recesses shaped to receive the non-circular
tubular members 116, 118, 120 such that the tubular mem-
bers are substantially restrained from rotating. This restrain-
ing feature of the uprights 108, 110, 112, 114 can be
particularly advantageous with a cargo enclosure 100 com-
prising a sloped back wall 106. Due to the sloped back wall
106, a predetermined alignment of the tubular members 116,
118, and 120 within the uprights 112 and 114 1s desirable.
Thus, by using non-circular tubular members 116, 118, and
120, a desired orientation of the tubular members 116, 118,
and 120 within the uprights 112 and 114 can be maintained
by corresponding recesses 1n the uprights 112 and 114. That
1s, the angle of formation of the recesses 1n the uprights 112
and 114 can dictate the angle of the uprights 112 114 relative
to the tubular members 116, 118, 120.

Advantageously, the use of non-circular tubular members
116, 118, 120 the cargo enclosure 100 can reduce assembly
complexity, time, equipment, and expenses. The alignment
of cylindrical tubular members relative to the uprights 112
and 114 can be particularly diflicult 1f one were to assemble
the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 without the use of a special
alignment jig. In assembly of a cargo enclosure 100 with
cylindrical tubular members, an alignment j1g would be
preferably used to align the tubes before the uprights were
secured to the tubular members. However, a cargo enclosure
100 including tubular members with a non-circular cross-
sectional profile, the tubular members 116, 118, 120 can be
secured to the uprights 112 and 114 without the use of a
special jig because the shape of the tubular members 116,
118, 120 will align with recesses 1n the uprights 112 and 114.
Thus, this self-aligning feature of a cargo enclosure 100 with
non-cylindrical tubular members 116, 118, 120 can require
less time and equipment to assemble.

This assembly advantage extends further to the shipping
and storage of a cargo tailgate enclosure 100 having non-
cylindrical tubular members 116, 118, 120. If a special j1g 1s
required to assure proper alignment of the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100, then 1t may be necessary to assemble the
cargo tailgate enclosure at a manufacturing facility and then
to box the cargo tailgate enclosure 1n an assembled state to
ship to the customer. With the present embodiment utilizing
non-circular tubes 116, 118, and 120, a j1g 1s not required and
therefore the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 can be shipped to
a distributor, retail location, or an end user 1n a partially or
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completely disassembled state. The distributor, retail loca-
tion, or end user can then easily assemble the cargo enclo-
sure 100 without the use of specialized tools. The shipment
of an at least partially disassembled cargo enclosure 100 can
require a much smaller shipment box than that used to ship
a fully assembled cargo enclosure 100. Thus, the ease of
assembly aflorded by the tailgate enclosure 100 may sub-
stantially reduce the cost of shipping containers and han-
dling costs.

With returning reference to FIGS. 1-8, the tubular mem-
bers 116, 118, and 120 are desirably configured so that the
tubes are oriented 1n a vertical direction. That 1s, the longer
portion of the cross-section of each tubular member 116,
118, and 120 1s desirably oriented 1n a vertical direction.
This orientation can provide bending resistance to loads
imposed 1n a vertical direction. This bending resistance can
be particularly advantageous 11 cargo (e.g., lumber) 1s to be
loaded into the cargo bed 32 which may extend beyond the
back wall 106 of the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 when the
tailgate enclosure 100 1s 1n the position shown 1n FIG. 9. By
providing the tubular members 116, 118, and 120 to be
configured 1n a vertical direction, the load can then easily be
supported by the cargo tailgate enclosure 100. Although the
illustrated embodiments show the tubular members 116,
118, and 120 having the cross-section arranged so that the
longer dimension 1s arranged in vertical direction, any
rotational arrangement of the tubing may be employed. Such
alternate arrangements may include the tubular members
116, 118, and 120 being arranged so that the longer dimen-
sion of the cross section 1s arranged horizontally or parallel
to the back wall 106, or with the longer dimension oriented
at an angle between vertical and horizontal.

FIGS. 13 and 14, and 14a illustrate the left rear upright
112. In the illustrated embodiment, the left rear upright 112
1s substantially similar to the right rear upright 114. The
upright support 112 can be split along a split line 154 which
separates the support 112 1nto a first shell portion 150 and a
second shell portion 152. The split line 154 desirably passes
diagonally through the channels 158. Preferably the split
line passes through non-adjacent corners of the channel 158.

With continued reference to FIGS. 13, 14, and 144, the
left rear upright 112 can further include a bumper 134 on an
upper and a lower end of the upright 112. The rubber
bumpers 134 are configured to mount to the upright 112 by
a tongue-and-groove arrangement. The bumper 134 can
comprise a rubber material to reduce the risk of damaging
the bed floor 42 or tailgate 34 when the cargo enclosure 100
1s 1n various positions (see, e.g. FIGS. 1, 9, 10).

With continued reference to FIGS. 13, 14, and 144, the
upright 112 can further define three channels 158, each of
which 1s configured to receive a tubular member 116, 118,
120. The first shell portion 150 and the second shell portion
152 of the support 112 are configured to separate along the
split line 154 and each desirably defines a series of partial
channels 159 which cooperate together to form the channels
158 to allow the tubular members 116, 118, 120 to be
installed positioned 1n the channels 158 defined by the
upright 112. In some embodiments, the first shell half 150
and the second shell half 152 are configured to be secured to
one another by threaded fasteners 160 that can be received
in threaded recesses 1n the shell halves 150, 152. As used
herein “channel” 1s a broad term. A “full channel” may have
a variety of configurations, but desirably prevents the tubu-
lar members 116, 118, 120 from moving upward, downward,
frontward, and rearward.

FIGS. 15 and 16 illustrate the right pivot upright 110

which 1s substantially similar to the left pivot upright 108. In
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the illustrated embodiment, the upright 110 1s configured to
space apart the tubular members 116, 118, 120 and to cap the
distal ends of the tubular members 116, 118, 120. The pivot
upright 110 can include three enlarged portions 164 which
are configured to receive an end portion of the tubular
members 116, 118, 120. The enlarged portions 164 define
recesses 166 which are configured to recerve and cover end
portions of the tubular members 116, 118, 120. The recesses
166 can desirably be closed at one end as shown 1n FIG. 15.

In the illustrated embodiment, the recesses 166 are further
configured to receive fasteners 168, which pass through the
enlarged portions 164 and through end portions of the
tubular members 116, 118, and 120. The passing of the
fastener through the pivot upright 110 and the tubular
members 116, 118, 120, can desirably secure the tubular
members to the pivot upright 110.

In some embodiments, the fasteners 168 can be 5 mm
threaded screws which engage a nut 170 or T-nut 172 located
on an outer face of the pivot upright 110. In the 1llustrated
embodiment, the nuts 170 are configured to engage the top
tubular member 116 and the bottom tubular member 120 and
can desirably be square nuts that are counter sunk into the
upright 110. This arrangement of countersunk nut 170 holds
the nut 170 when the fastener 166 1s tightened.

In the 1llustrated embodiment, the middle tubular member
118 1s joined to the upright 110 by the fastener 168 and the
T-nut 172 The T-nut 172 can be a tflanged T-nut with spiral
flutes on the body of the T-nut 172. The spiral flutes can be
configured to secure the T-nut 172 into the pivot upright 110
when the fastener 168 1s tightened with the nut 172. The
T-nut can provide structural stability to the pivot mounts 132
and 130 (FIG. 3) which are integrally formed with the pivot
uprights 110 and 112 (FIG. 3).

Although the present embodiment has been shown with
threaded fasteners 168 and nuts 170 and 172 which pass
through the upright 110 and 112 and the tubular members
116, 118, 120, any suitable fasteners or fastening locations
can be used. For example, 1n some embodiments, one, some,
or all of the tubular members can be riveted, adhered, or
epoxied to the uprights 110, 112.

FIGS. 17 and 18 illustrate two alternative methods to
install the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1n the truck 30 (FIG.
1). Preferably, prior to installation of the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100, a latch 202 1s installed on each of the side
walls 36, 38 of the truck 30. The latches 202 1n some
embodiments can be substantially similar to the latches
described 1n U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/105,120,
filed Apr. 13, 2005. FIGS. 17-18 1llustrate a right latch 202
configured to mount to a right sidewall 38 of the vehicle bed.
The cargo tailgate enclosure can have a left hand mirrored
counterpart (not shown) configured to mount to the leit
sidewall 36 of the vehicle bed. (FIG. 1). The latches 202 are
preferably installed using three threaded fasteners, however,
any suitable fastening means such as a rivet, bolt, or adhe-
stve may be used. In one embodiment, the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100 includes a template which 1s used to locate the
latches 202 on the proper location of the side wall 36 and the
side wall 38 of the truck 30. Once the latches 202 are
installed on the cargo bed 32 of the truck 30, the cargo
tailgate enclosure 100 can then be mounted to the truck 30.

With reference to FIG. 17, one installation method shown
in FIG. 17 includes positioning the cargo tailgate enclosure
100 1n a substantially vertical orientation and inserting the
left pivot mount 130 and the right pivot mount 132 into the
latches 202. When the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1is
mounted to the truck 30 using this above-mentioned method,
the lever 204 of latches 202 does not require actuation into
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an open position. Small flats 128 can be formed 1n the pivot
mounts 130 and 132 (FIG. 19). The flats 128 can be oriented
to provide a thinner diameter of the pivot mounts 130, 132
when the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1s 1 a substantially
vertical position (FIG. 19) as compared to when the cargo
tailgate enclosure 100 1s 1n a horizontal position (FIG. 20).
Thus, the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 can be mounted to the
truck 30 by placing the tailgate enclosure 1 a vertical
position without a need to actuate the lever 204.

With reference to FIG. 18, the latches 202 can include a
mechanism to allow the tailgate enclosure 100 to be
mounted to the truck 30 in a substantially horizontal position
as shown in FIG. 18. The mechanism includes a lever 204
coupled to a retention member. The lever 204 can be
repositioned between an open position (shown in FIG. 19) of
the latch 202 m which the pivot mount 132 can be freely
iserted or removed 1nto the latch 202, and a closed position
in which the pivot mount 132 1s rotatably secured to the latch
202. (shown 1n FIG. 20). This lever 204 mechanism engages
the latches 202 and allows the cargo tailgate enclosure 100
to be mounted to the truck 30 in a substantially horizontal
position. This 1s particularly advantageous when transport-
ing a large item such as the motorcycle 60 of FIG. 9 which
may block the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 from being
rotated to a substantially vertical position.

Once the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 1s engaged with the
latches 202, 1t 1s possible to rotate the cargo tailgate enclo-
sure 100 throughout approximately 180 degrees which
allows the cargo tailgate enclosure to be placed in multiple
positions including those illustrated 1n FIGS. 9-10 assuming
it 15 not blocked by cargo 1n the bed 32. If 1t 1s desired to
mount the cargo tailgate enclosure 100 in the position shown
in FI1G. 11, 1t 15 possible to 1nstall a second set of latches 202
on a forward portion of the cargo bed 32 of the truck 30 or
it 1s simply possible to set the cargo tailgate enclosure 100
in the location of the cargo bed 32 shown 1n FIG. 11.

With reference to FIGS. 17-20, when 1t 1s desired to

remove the cargo tailgate enclosure from the truck 30, the
following procedures can be used. If the cargo tailgate
enclosure 100 1s 1n the substantially horizontal position,
shown 1n FIG. 18, and cannot be rotated to a substantially
vertical position, then the user must actuate the latches 202
by rotating the lever 204 which releases the pivot mount 130
or 132 from the latches 202. If the cargo tailgate enclosure
100 can be rotated to a substantially vertical position, the
tailgate enclosure can simply be lifted vertically out of the
latches 202 without the rotation of the lever 204 due to the
flats 128.
Although the embodiment of the cargo tailgate enclosure
100 has been shown incorporating the use of the latches 202,
it 1s contemplated that in other embodiments, any suitable
latch or attachment method may be used to attach the cargo
tailgate enclosure 100 to the truck 30. It 1s desirable that
suitable attachment hardware provides a rotational degree of
freedom; however, attachment hardware that do not provide
a rotational degree of freedom may also be used. Also, the
latches 202 or any other suitable attachment hardware can be
positioned at any point along the cargo bed 32 as may be
desirable by a user.

With reference to FIGS. 21 and 22, another embodiment
of the tailgate enclosure 1001 1s shown. The tailgate enclo-
sure 1001 1s generally similar to the above described tailgate
enclosure 100 however; the tailgate enclosure 1001 1ncludes
tubular members that comprise a generally circular cross-
sectional shape. The tailgate enclosure 1001 1llustrated 1n
FIGS. 21 and 22 also comprises an additional set of uprights.
The additional set of uprights are configured to act as
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bumpers and are configured to be located centrally on the
side walls of the tailgate enclosure. The tailgate enclosure
shown 1n FIGS. 21 and 22 comprises a generally sloped back
wall which 1s substantially similar to the back wall 106 of
the above described embodiment. However the sloped back
wall of the tailgate enclosure of FIGS. 21 and 22 extends
past a distal end of the tailgate so as to provide additional
space to the cargo bed.

Although the previous embodiments shown in FIGS. 1-22
have a generally U-shaped that 1s generally rigid, 1t can be
appreciated by one skilled in the art that the bed extender
may be foldable as to collapse to an altered shape when not
in use. Such an embodiment can include folding connections
near the transitions from the side walls to the back wall. The
foldable connections can be preferably configured such that
the side walls can fold back and against the back wall. The
foldable connections may be any suitable pivotal connec-
tions such as hinges or flexible inserts. Furthermore, any
number of foldable connections can be used which may

allow the tailgate extender to be folded down a substantially
small size.

With reference to FIG. 23, a cross-sectional view of a
cross member 116 and rear uprights 112 and 114 1s shown.
The cross member 116 1s preferably comprised of three
members including the two side members 300 and the
central member 302. The central member 302 a preferably
s1zed so as to msert into the side members 300. This allows
the central member 302 to slide within the side members
300. That 1s the central member telescopically engages the
side members 300. The uprights 112 and 114 further define
a stepped hole 304 which 1s configured to receive and clamp
the members 300 and 302. The stepped hole 304 15 config-
ured have a first size and shape 308 which 1s configured to
match the shape of the member 300 and a second size and
shape 306 which 1s configured to match the shape of the
central member 302. This configuration allows the members
300 and 302 to be adjusted relative to one another and then
to be clamped 1n position with the over edge of the member
300 so be at least partially covered by the uprights 112 and
114. The end of the tubular member 300 may also locate
axially with the uprights 112 and 114 at a edge 310 of the
hole 304. The edge 310 may also transition the hole 304
from the first size and shape 308 to the second size and shape
306. This arrangement shown 1n FIG. 23 allows a tailgate
enclosure to have an adjustable width with may allow the
tallgate enclosure to compensate for width variations in
vartous vehicles. In various embodiments, an adjustable
width tubular member, such as that illustrated 1n FIG. 23 can
have a cylindrical profile or a non-cylindrical profile such as
that described and 1llustrated above with respect to FI1G. 12.

Although the cargo tailgate enclosure 100, 1001 has been
disclosed 1n the context of certain preferred embodiments
and examples, 1t will be understood by those skilled 1n the
art that the cargo tailgate enclosure extends beyond the
specifically disclosed embodiments to other alternative
embodiments and/or users of the invention and obvious
modifications and equivalent thereot. In particular, while the
present cargo tailgate enclosure has been described 1n the
context ol a particularly preferred embodiment, a skilled
artisan will appreciate in view of the present disclosure that
certain advantages, features and aspects of the cargo tailgate
enclosure may be realized 1n a variety of other applications,
many of which have been noted above. Additionally, 1t 1s
contemplated that various aspects and features of the inven-
tion described can be practiced separately, combined
together, or substituted for one another, and that a variety of
combinations and sub-combinations of the features and
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aspects can be made and still fall within the scope of the
inventions. Thus, 1t 1s intended that the scope of the present
invention herein disclosed, should not be limited by the
particular disclosed embodiments described above but
should be determined only by a fair reading of the claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A vehicle comprising:

a vehicle storage bed, the vehicle storage bed comprising,

a first sidewall, a second sidewall opposite the first

stdewall, a cargo bed, and a tailgate; and

a vehicle tailgate enclosure configured to pivot within the

vehicle storage bed, the vehicle tailgate enclosure com-

prising:

a plurality of tubular members, each tubular member of
the plurality of tubular members being vertically
spaced apart from an adjacent tubular member and
having at least two bend transitions, wherein the
plurality of tubular members are configured to
extend from the first sidewall to the second sidewall,
and wherein each tubular member vertically spaced
away from an adjacent tubular member;

a pair of end uprights having a first side and a second
side opposite the first side, the pair of end uprights
comprising a plurality of partial channels extending
partially through the pair of end uprights from the
first side, each of the plurality of partial channels
configured to accept an end of a tubular member of
the plurality of tubular members, wherein the second
side of each of the pair of end uprights 1s closed-oil
to form an end cap for the plurality of tubular
members; and

a pair ol center uprights, the pair of center uprights
comprising a plurality of full channels extending
tully through the pair of center uprights, each of the
plurality of full channels configured to accept a
portion of a tubular member of the plurality of
tubular members, wherein the pair of center uprights
1s configured to align with the plurality of tubular
members.

2. The vehicle of claim 1, further comprising a first latch
attached to the first sidewall and a second latch attached to
the second sidewall, the first latch and the second latch
comprising a retention member connected to a lever, the
lever configured to open and close the retention member for
retaining a pivot mount of one of the pair of end uprights.

3. The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the first latch and the
second latch are configured to retain the vehicle tailgate
enclosure 1n a horizontal or a vertical position.

4. The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the plurality of tubular
members are rearwardly sloped over a portion of the plu-
rality of tubular members so that the each tubular member 1s
horizontally and vertically spaced away from an adjacent
tubular member.

5. The vehicle of claim 4, wherein the pair of center
uprights 1s configured to be rearwardly sloped to align with
the plurality of tubular members.

6. The vehicle of claim 2, wherein each of the pair of end
uprights include a first sidewall and a second sidewall
extending from the first side to the second side, the first
sidewall and the second sidewall spaced apart and extending
from a top end to a bottom end of each of the pair of end
uprights.

7. The vehicle of claim 6, wherein the first sidewall and
the second sidewall comprise a plurality of enlarged portions
around the plurality of partial channels.
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8. The vehicle of claim 2, wherein the plurality of recesses
are configured to recerve fasteners connected to the plurality
of tubular members.
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