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(57) ABSTRACT

An after-treatment (A1) system used to treat an exhaust gas
flow emitted by an internal combustion engine includes a
catalyst monolith configured to actively remove a pollutant
from the exhaust gas tflow. The AT system also includes a
heating element configured to heat the catalyst monolith.
The AT system additionally includes an energy-discharge
umt configured to power the heating element. The energy-
discharge unit includes an energy-storage device configured
to supply electrical energy. The energy-discharge unit also
includes a capacitor configured to receive the electrical
energy Ifrom the energy-storage device and discharge the
received electrical energy to power the heating element and
thereby heat the catalyst monolith. A vehicle having an
internal combustion engine operatively connected to such an
AT system 1s also contemplated.

16 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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CAPACITOR-POWERED CATALYST
HEATER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a capacitor-powered
heater for an exhaust after treatment catalyst.

BACKGROUND

Internal combustion (IC) engines typically include
exhaust systems designed to collect, route, and discharge the
engine’s exhaust gases. An exhaust system commonly
includes piping to guide exhaust gases away from the
engine. Exhaust systems of modern IC engines also 1nclude
vartous exhaust after-treatment (A1) devices, such as a
gasoline three-way catalytic converter, a diesel oxidation
catalytic converter, and other devices, to eflectively convert
toxic byproducts of combustion to less toxic substances by
way ol catalyzed chemical reactions.

A typical AT device employs a catalyst monolith selected
or formulated to achieve eflective performance at exhaust
gas temperatures of the specific IC engine equipped there-
with. Such an AT device 1s, however, less eflicient under
engine cold-start conditions and until the subject AT device
achieves light-ofl, 1.e., reaches its eflective operating tem-
perature. Accordingly, an IC engine equipped with such an
AT device will generally produce elevated exhaust emis-
s1ons following an engine cold-start and until the AT device
light-oil.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the disclosure 1s directed to an
alter-treatment (AT) system for treating an exhaust gas tlow
emitted by an iternal combustion engine includes a catalyst
monolith configured to actively remove a pollutant from the
exhaust gas tlow. The AT system also includes a heating
clement configured to heat the catalyst monolith. The AT
system additionally includes an energy-discharge unit con-
figured to power the heating element. The energy-discharge
unit includes an energy-storage device configured to supply
clectrical energy. The energy-discharge unit also includes a
capacitor configured to receive the electrical energy from the
energy-storage device and discharge the recerved electrical
energy to power the heating element and thereby heat the
catalyst monolith.

The electric heating element may be arranged in the
exhaust gas flow upstream of the catalyst monolith and
configured to further heat the exhaust gas flow to thereby
heat the catalyst monolith. Such further heating of the
exhaust gas flow may be accomplished either by adding
suflicient heat energy to combust fuel and air inside the
exhaust gas flow or adding heat energy short of commencing
combustion.

The catalyst monolith may include either a ceramic or a
metallic catalyst substrate configured to remove a pollutant
from the exhaust gas flow. The heating element may be
either embedded 1n or attached to the corresponding catalyst
substrate.

Wherein the catalyst monolith includes the metallic cata-
lyst substrate, the metallic catalyst substrate may be config-
ured as the heating element, 1.e., operated as the heating
clement.

The catalyst monolith may include a precious metal
clement activated by elevated temperature of the exhaust gas
flow, while the heating element may be mounted externally
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to the catalyst monolith. The precious metal element may be
at least one of platinum (Pt), palladium (Pd), and rhodium
(Rh).

The AT system may also include a motor-generator con-
figured to supply electrical energy either to the energy-
discharge unit or to the heating element. The catalyst mono-
lith may include other supportive catalyst ingredients, such
as Ce, Zr, Mg, Mn, Co, Mo, N1, Cu, Fe, Ba, La, Sr, Va, Ti,
S1, Au, Ag, P and their oxides.

The AT system may additionally include an electronic
controller configured to i1dentify a cold-start of the engine
and regulate operation of the motor-generator. The elec-
tronic controller may be additionally configured to regulate
operation of the capacitor to discharge the received electrical
energy and power the heating element 1n response to the
identified cold-start of the engine.

The electronic controller may be additionally configured
to regulate the motor-generator to supply electrical energy to
the heating element after the capacitor has discharged the
received electrical energy.

The engine may be cooled via an engine coolant. The
controller may be 1n electronic communication with a first
sensor configured to detect a temperature of the engine
coolant and a second sensor configured to detect ambient
temperature. In such a case, the controller may be configured
to 1dentify the cold-start of the engine via a comparison of
the detected temperature of engine coolant and ambient
temperature.

The controller may be additionally configured to regulate
the capacitor to discharge the received electrical energy and
thereby power the heating element to heat or regenerate the
catalyst monolith.

Another embodiment of the present disclosure 1s directed
to a vehicle having an internal combustion engine opera-
tively connected to the AT system, as described above. The
engine may be a compression-ignition or diesel type.

The vehicle may also include the electronic controller
configured to 1dentily a cold-start of the engine and regulate
operation of the AT system.

The above features and advantages, and other features and
advantages of the present disclosure, will be readily apparent
from the following detailed description of the embodi-
ment(s) and best mode(s) for carrying out the described
disclosure when taken 1n connection with the accompanying
drawings and appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a schematic plan view of a motor vehicle having
a powertrain, including an engine with an after-treatment
(AT) system having an AT device, a heating element to heat
the AT device, and an energy-discharge unit configured to
power the heating element, according to the disclosure.

FIG. 2 1s a schematic view of a partial cut-away of the AT
device, the heating element arranged on the AT device, and
the energy-discharge unit operatively connected to the heat-
ing e¢lement, according to the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the drawings, wherein like reference num-
bers refer to like components throughout the several views,
FIG. 1 schematically depicts a vehicle 10. The vehicle 10
employs a powertrain 12. The powertrain 12 includes an
internal combustion engine 14, a transmission 16, and drive
wheels 18, wherein the engine 1s configured to power the
vehicle by sending engine torque through the transmission to
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the drive wheels. The engine 14 may be a diesel, 1.e., a
compression-ignition type, or a gasoline, 1.e., a spark-1gni-
tion type, engine. Although the vehicle 10 1s depicted as
having a standard powertrain 12, where the primary pow-
erplant 1s the engine 14, the vehicle may also be a hybnd
type, where one or more electric motor-generators, such as
the motor-generator 20, are used in powering the vehicle.
The vehicle 10 also includes a main energy-storage system
22, such as one or more batteries and/or alternator (not
shown). The main energy-storage system 22 is configured to
supply electrical energy for powering various vehicle sys-
tems, such as an 1gnition system (not shown) configured to
control combustion 1n the engine 14, or the above-noted
clectric motor-generator(s).

The engine 14 includes combustion chambers (not shown)
configured to receive a fuel-air mixture for subsequent
combustion therein. The engine 14 1s also configured to
exhaust post-combustion gases into an exhaust system 26,
1.¢., generate an exhaust gas flow 24, as a by-product of
generated engine torque. As shown 1n FIG. 1, the engine 14
may include an exhaust gas-driven turbocharger 28. Spe-
cifically, the turbocharger 28 receives an airflow 30 from the
ambient, pressurizes the recerved airflow, and discharges the
pressurized airflow 30A to the engine 14 for subsequent
mixing with an appropriate amount of fuel 31 and subse-
quent combustion of the resultant fuel-air mixture 1n the
respective combustion chambers. As shown, the turbo-
charger 28 1s connected to an exhaust passage 26A of the
exhaust system 26 that receives the exhaust gas flow 24 and
cventually releases the exhaust gases to the ambient, typi-
cally on a side or aft of the vehicle 10.

With continued reference to FIG. 1, the exhaust system 26
1s part of an exhaust after-treatment (AT) system 32 config-
ured to treat the exhaust gas flow 24. As shown, the AT
system 32 also includes at least one AT device or catalytic
converter, generally indicated by numeral 34. The exhaust
passage 26A 1s configured to direct the exhaust gas flow 24
to the exhaust AT device 34. Fach AT device 34 has a
catalyst monolith 34A configured to actively remove a
pollutant from the exhaust gas flow 24, having a specific
catalyst substrate 34B formulated or selected to remove or
neutralize a particular pollutant. The catalyst substrate 34B
may be either a precious metal, a ceramic maternial, or a
precious metal and ceramic material matrix. In the event that
the engine 14 1s a gasoline engine (not shown), the AT device
34 may be a three-way catalytic converter.

Specifically, a gasoline three-way catalytic converter 1s an
exhaust after-treatment device that simultaneously performs
three tasks: 1) reduction of nitrogen oxides, 1) oxidation of
carbon monoxide, and 111) oxidation of unburned hydrocar-
bons. The three-way catalytic converter may be regenerated
to unload the deposited hydrocarbon emissions in order to
torestall elevated temperatures 1n the catalytic converter that
may eventually cause damage thereto. The first two tasks
listed above employ a process of selective catalytic reduc-
tion (SCR) for converting oxides of nitrogen, also referred
to as NO,- with the aid of a catalyst into diatomic nitrogen,
Na, and water, H,O. SCR 1s frequently employed to reduce
NO, emissions 1n the exhaust of internal combustion
engines used to power motor vehicles. Exhaust emissions of
both gasoline and diesel engines may be improved by the
SCR process.

In the event the engine 14 1s a compression-ignition or
diesel engine (shown 1n FIG. 1), the exhaust system 32 may
include a series of AT devices 34. Such AT devices 34 1n the
diesel engine 14 may include one or more of the following:
a diesel oxidation catalytic converter (DOC), an ammonia-
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4

based selective catalytic reduction (SCR) catalytic converter
or an SCR filter (SCRF), a diesel particulate filter (DPF), and
a lean NO, trap (LNT), none of which are specifically
shown. Such exhaust after-treatment devices may be
employed to reduce various exhaust emissions of the diesel
engine. Each of the DOC, SCR catalytic converter or filter,
DPF, and LNT typically contains precious metals, such as
platinum and/or palladium, which function as catalysts in
the subject devices to accomplish their respective objectives.
Each of SCR catalytic converter and SCR filter (SCRF)
generally includes zeolite maternial that contains at least one
metal 10n, such as Cu 10n or Fe 1on. Additionally, each of the
DOC, SCR, SCRF, DPF, and LNT become activated and
reach operating efliciency at elevated temperatures, typi-
cally, as the engine 14 approaches 1ts normal operating

temperature.
The primary function of the DOC 1s oxidation of carbon

monoxides (CO) and non-methane hydrocarbons (NMHC).

When present, the DOC 1s additionally configured to oxidize
nitrogen oxide (NO) into nmitrogen dioxide (NO,), which
may be used by an LNT and an SCR catalytic converter, or
an SCR filter (SCRF), that are typically arranged remotely
downstream of the DOC and described in greater detail
below. Generally, with respect to generation of NO,, the
DOC becomes activated and reaches operating efliciency at
clevated temperatures. The DOC 1s typically arranged as the
first diesel AT device downstream of the engine 14 and may
be close-coupled to the turbocharger 28 1n order to reduce
loss of thermal energy from the exhaust gas tlow 24 prior to
the gas reaching the DOC.

The ammonia-based SCR catalytic converter or SCRF 1s
employed to reduce the diesel emission of NO,. via the SCR
process described above with respect to the gasoline engine
specific three-way catalytic converter, and 1s generally posi-
tioned as the first AT device 34 downstream of the engine 14.
The SCRF 1s generally configured as a 2-way filter, which
includes a catalyzed wash-coat, and carries two functions—
actively removes particulate matter and reduces NO,. The
SCRF convert nitrogen oxides (NO,.) into diatomic nitrogen
(N,) and water (H,O) with the aid of the NO, generated by
the DOC, as described above. For eftective removal of NO,,
the SCR conversion process additionally requires a prede-
termined amount of ammonia (NH;) to be present in the
exhaust gas flow 24.

The DPF 1s configured to collect and dispose of the
particulate matter emitted by a diesel engine prior to the
exhaust gas flow being discharged to the atmosphere.
Accordingly, the DPF acts as a trap for removing the
particulate matter, specifically, soot, from the exhaust tlow.
The LNT 1s generally configured to reduce oxides of nitro-
gen or NO, that are emitted by a diesel engine as a
byproduct of the reaction of nitrogen and oxygen gases in
the air following a combustion event. The LNT removes
NO, molecules from the exhaust gas flow by trapping and
storing them internally during operation of the engine, thus
acting like a molecular sponge. Typically, the LNT includes
a ceramic honeycomb substrate structure with a catalyzed
wash-coat, 1.e., mixed with active precious metal, that 1s
applied to channels of the substrate. The LNT continues to
collect NO, molecules during operation of the engine until
the trap 1s full. Once the LNT becomes full, and in order for
it to be capable of adsorbing more NO,, the trap 1s generally
purged or regenerated to restore 1its storage capacity. Such
regeneration of the LNT 1s typically accomplished wvia
injection of hydrocarbons, 1.e., fuel 31, directly into the
exhaust gas tflow upstream of the trap.
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The AT system 32 includes the energy-storage system 22,
and also 1includes a heating element 36 configured to heat the
respective AT device 34. The heating element 36 may be
specifically used to pre-heat the AT device immediately after
a cold-start of the engine 14. The heating element 36 may be 5
either embedded 1n or attached to the corresponding catalyst
substrate 34B. The AT system 32 additionally includes an
energy-discharge unit 38. The energy-discharge unit 38
includes a capacitor 38-1, such as an electrolytic capacitor,
and a battery 38-2, thereby configured as an integrated 10
capacitor-battery combination. The energy-discharge unit 38
may be independent from the energy-storage system 22.
Alternatively, the energy-discharge unit 38 may be 1n elec-
trical communication with the energy-storage system 22,
and thus configured to receive and store electrical energy 15
therefrom. Notably, the energy-discharge unit 38 does not
require a DC-DC converter to achieve appropriate function-
ality

In general, a capacitor 1s a passive two-terminal electrical
device configured to store electrical energy 1n an electric 20
field. The capacitor 38-1 may be configured as a superca-
pacitor or ultra-capacitor. In general, a supercapacitor 1s a
high-capacity electrochemical capacitor with capacitance
values exceeding typical capacitors, but having lower volt-
age limits, that bridge the gap between electrolytic capaci- 25
tors and rechargeable batteries. Supercapacitors typically
store 10 to 100 times more energy per unit volume or mass
than electrolytic capacitors, can accept and deliver charge
much faster than batteries, and tolerate many more charge
and discharge cycles than rechargeable batteries. Superca- 30
pacitors are used 1n applications requiring many rapid
charge/discharge cycles rather than long term compact
energy storage.

The capacitor 38-1 1s additionally configured to discharge
the electrical energy received from the battery 38-2 to power 35
the heating element 36 at a contact element 36 A and thereby
heat the AT device 34. The electric heating element 36 may
be arranged in the exhaust gas tflow 24, 1.e., 1n the exhaust
passage 26A, upstream of the AT device 34. In such an
embodiment, the electric heating element 36 may be con- 40
figured to combust fuel and air inside the exhaust gas tlow
24 to thereby heat the AT device 34. Alternatively, electric
heating element 36 may be configured to add a measure of
heat energy to the exhaust gas flow 24 upstream of the AT
device 34 that, while short of commencing combustion, 45
would be suflicient to further increase temperature of the
already hot exhaust gas.

In particular embodiments, the catalyst monolith 34A may
include a ceramic catalyst substrate 34B activated by the
clevated temperature of the exhaust gas flow 24. In such an 50
embodiment, the heating element 36 may be embedded 1n
the catalyst substrate 34B to heat the subject substrate.
Alternatively, the catalyst monolith 34A may include a
metallic catalyst substrate 34B, and the subject metallic
catalyst substrate may be configured as the heating element 55
36, 1.¢., to directly receive the electrical energy erther from
the energy-storage system 22 or from the energy-discharge
unit 38. Also, the catalyst substrate 34B may include at least
one precious metal element activated by the elevated tem-
perature of the exhaust gas flow 24. In such an embodiment, 60
the heating element 36 may be mounted externally to the
catalyst monolith to heat the precious metal element(s). The
precious metal elements 1n the catalyst substrate 34B may be
platinum (Pt), palladium (Pd), and rhodium (Rh). The cata-
lyst monolith 34A may include other supportive catalyst 65
ingredients, such as Ce, Zr, Mg, Mn, Co, Mo, N1, Cu, Fe, Ba,
La, Sr, Va, T1, S1, Au, Ag, P and their oxides.

6

After a cold-start of the engine 14, 1.e., when the engine
1s activated with 1ts temperature at or near ambient, the
engine proceeds through a “warm-up” period during which
the engine’s operating temperature 1s steadily increased.
During the first couple minutes of operation of an internal
combustion engine that has been started from a cold condi-
tion, an amount of exhaust emissions may be sigmificantly
higher than emissions during the engine’s steady state
operation. In cold engines fuel does not vaporize completely,
thus requiring richer air-fuel ratios. Rich air-fuel ratios, in
turn, generate higher emissions of hydrocarbons, nitrogen
oxides, and carbon monoxide, which diminish as a result of
the engine reaching operating temperature. A vehicle with a
cold engine also generates increased exhaust emissions
because a typical AT device 1s less eflicient under cold
conditions and until the subject AT device achieves light-off,
1.€., reaches 1ts eflective operating temperature. According to
the present disclosure, the energy-discharge unit 38 1s used

to apply heat energy to the AT device 34 to reduce the time
it takes for the AT device to light-off. Additionally, the

motor-generator 20 may be configured to supply electrical
energy to the energy-storage system 22 or to the energy-
discharge unit 38, or directly to the heating element 36, to
accelerate the light-ofl of the AT device 34.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, the vehicle 10 also includes a
controller 40. The controller 40 may be an electronic control
module (ECM) or a powertrain controller, for example,
configured to regulate operation of the engine 14, the
transmission 16, the motor-generator 20, and the energy
storage system 22. The controller 40 may be additionally
configured to regulate the motor-generator 20 to supply
clectrical energy to the heating element 36 after the capacitor
38-1 has discharged the received electrical energy. Alterna-
tively, as shown i FIG. 2, the controller 40 may be a
dedicated electronic controller configured to regulate opera-
tion of the energy-discharge unit 38 1n response to a com-
mand from an ECM after an engine key-on event had
occurred. The motor-generator 20 may be used to supply
clectrical energy to the heating element 36 when the engine
14 1s running and generating exhaust gas flow 24, such that
the heating element 1s used to supplement the heat energy
provided by the exhaust gas.

In order to appropnately perform the above tasks, the
controller 40 includes a memory, at least some of which 1s
tangible and non-transitory. The memory may be a record-
able medium that participates 1n providing computer-read-
able data or process instructions. Such a medium may take
many forms, including but not limited to non-volatile media
and volatile media. Non-volatile media for the controller 40
may include, for example, optical or magnetic disks and
other persistent memory. Volatile media may include, for
example, dynamic random access memory (DRAM), which
may constitute a main memory. Such instructions may be
transmitted by one or more transmission medium, including
coaxial cables, copper wire and fiber optics, including the
wires that comprise a system bus coupled to a processor of
a computer.

Memory of the controller 40 may also include a flexible
disk or a hard disk, magnetic tape, other magnetic medium,
a CD-ROM, DVD, other optical medium, etc. The controller
40 may be configured or equipped with other required
computer hardware, such as a high-speed clock, requisite
Analog-to-Digital (A/D) and/or Dagital-to-Analog (DD/A)
circuitry, input/output circuitry and devices (1/0), as well as
appropriate signal conditioming and/or bufler circuitry. Algo-
rithms required by the controller 40 or accessible thereby
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may be stored in the memory and automatically executed to
provide the required functionality.

The controller 40 may be additionally configured to
identily a cold-start 42 of the engine 14, and regulate the
energy-discharge unit 38 to discharge the recerved electrical
energy via the capacitor 38-1 and power the heating element
36 1n response to the 1dentified cold-start 42 of the engine.
Typically, an engine coolant 44 1s used to remove heat
energy irom the engine 14. The AT system 32 may addi-
tionally include a first sensor 46 configured to detect a
temperature of the engine coolant 44 and a second sensor 48
configured to detect ambient temperature, €.g., temperature
of the environment surrounding the vehicle 10. As shown 1n
FI1G. 1, the controller 40 1s 1n electronic communication with
the first and second sensors 46, 48, and may be further
configured to 1dentify the cold-start 42 of the engine 14 via
a comparison of the detected engine coolant 44 and ambient
temperatures.

Alternatively, the controller 40 may be configured to
detect a key-on event for the engine 14, or a time check of
when the engine was last operated. Any of the above
indicators may be used by the controller 40 to determine 1f
heating of the AT device 34 via the heating element 36 1s
required. For example, in the event down time of the engine
14 exceeds a predetermined amount of time programmed
into the controller 40, the controller may determine that the
cold-start 42 1s 1n process, and commence heating the
catalyst monolith 34A of the AT device 34 via the heating
clement 36. The controller 40 may be additionally config-
ured to regulate the energy-discharge unit 38 to discharge
the received electrical energy thereby. Accordingly, the
controller 40 may thus be configured to power the heating
clement 36 and thereby regenerate the catalyst monolith
34 A. Specifically, in the present embodiment, regeneration
of the subject AT device 34 may occur when, for example,
the AT device collects or becomes full of sooty particulate
matter, and the heating element 36 1s powered by the
energy-discharge unit 38 to generate suflicient heat energy to
burn off the soot.

The detailed description and the drawings or figures are
supportive and descriptive of the disclosure, but the scope of
the disclosure 1s defined solely by the claims. While some of
the best modes and other embodiments for carrying out the
claimed disclosure have been described in detail, various
alternative designs and embodiments exist for practicing the
disclosure defined 1n the appended claims. Furthermore, the
embodiments shown 1n the drawings or the characteristics of
various embodiments mentioned 1n the present description
are not necessarily to be understood as embodiments 1nde-
pendent of each other. Rather, it 1s possible that each of the
characteristics described 1n one of the examples of an
embodiment may be combined with one or a plurality of
other desired characteristics from other embodiments,
resulting 1n other embodiments not described 1n words or by
reference to the drawings. Accordingly, such other embodi-
ments fall within the framework of the scope of the
appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An after-treatment (AT) system for treating an exhaust
gas flow emitted by an internal combustion engine, the AT
system comprising;:

a catalytic converter having a catalyst monolith config-
ured to actively remove a pollutant from the exhaust
gas flow;

a heating element configured to heat the catalyst mono-
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8

an energy-discharge unit configured to power the heating,
element;

wherein the energy-discharge unit includes:
an energy-storage device configured to supply electri-

cal energy; and

a capacitor configured to receive the electrical energy
from the energy-storage device and discharge the
received electrical energy to power the heating ele-
ment and thereby heat the catalyst monolith;

a motor-generator configured to supply electrical energy
to one of the energy-discharge unit and the heating
element; and

an electronic controller configured to 1dentify a cold-start
of the engine, regulate operation of the motor-genera-
tor, and regulate the capacitor to discharge the received
clectrical energy and power the heating element 1n
response to the identified cold-start of the engine.

2. The AT system of claim 1, wherein the electric heating
clement 1s arranged 1n the exhaust gas flow upstream of the
catalyst monolith and configured to add heat energy to the
exhaust gas flow upstream of the catalyst monolith.

3. The AT system of claim 1, wherein the catalyst mono-
lith includes one of a ceramic and a metallic catalyst
substrate configured to remove a pollutant from the exhaust
gas tlow, and wherein the heating element 1s one of embed-
ded 1n and attached to the corresponding catalyst substrate.

4. The AT system of claim 3, wherein the catalyst mono-
lith mcludes the metallic catalyst substrate, and wherein the
metallic catalyst substrate 1s configured as the heating ele-
ment.

5. The AT system of claim 3, wherein the catalyst mono-
lith mcludes a precious metal element activated by elevated
temperature of the exhaust gas flow, and wherein the heating
clement 1s mounted externally to the catalyst monolith.

6. The AT system of claim 1, wherein the electronic
controller 1s additionally configured to regulate the motor-
generator to supply electrical energy to the heating element
after the capacitor has discharged the receirved electrical
energy.

7. The AT system of claim 1, further comprising a first
sensor configured to detect a temperature of an engine
coolant and a second sensor configured to detect ambient
temperature, wherein the controller 1s 1n electronic commu-
nication with the first and second sensors and additionally
configured to identily the cold-start of the engine via a
comparison of the detected engine coolant and ambient
temperatures.

8. The AT system of claim 1, wherein the controller 1s
additionally configured to regulate the capacitor to discharge
the recerved electrical energy and thereby power the heating
clement to one of heat and regenerate the catalyst monolith.

9. A vehicle comprising:

an internal combustion engine; and

an after-treatment (AT) system operatively connected to
the internal combustion engine for treating an exhaust
gas flow emitted thereby, the AT system including:

a catalytic converter having a catalyst monolith con-
figured to actively remove a pollutant from the
exhaust gas flow;

a heating element configured to heat the catalyst mono-
lith; and

an energy-discharge unit configured to power the heat-
ing clement;

wherein the energy-discharge unit includes:
an energy-storage device configured to supply elec-

trical energy; and
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a capacitor configured to receive the electrical
energy from the energy-storage device and dis-
charge the received electrical energy to power the
heating element and thereby heat the catalyst
monolith;

a motor-generator configured to supply electrical

energy to one of the energy-discharge unit and the
heating element; and

an electronic controller configured to i1dentily a cold-
start of the engine, regulate operation of the motor-
generator, and regulate the capacitor to discharge the
recerved electrical energy and power the heating
clement 1n response to the 1dentified cold-start of the
engine.

10. The vehicle of claim 9, wherein the electric heating
clement 1s arranged 1n the exhaust gas flow upstream of the
catalyst monolith and configured to add heat energy to the
exhaust gas tlow upstream of the catalyst monolith.

11. The vehicle of claim 9, wherein the catalyst monolith
includes one of a ceramic and a metallic catalyst substrate
configured to remove a pollutant from the exhaust gas flow,
and wherein the heating element 1s one of embedded 1n and
attached to the corresponding catalyst substrate.

12. The vehicle of claim 11, wherein the catalyst monolith
includes the metallic catalyst substrate, and wherein the
metallic catalyst substrate 1s configured as the heating ele-
ment.
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13. The vehicle of claim 11, wherein the catalyst monolith
includes a precious metal element activated by elevated
temperature of the exhaust gas flow, and wherein the heating
clement 1s mounted externally to the catalyst monolith.

14. The vehicle of claim 9, wherein the electronic con-
troller 1s additionally configured to regulate the motor-
generator to supply electrical energy to the heating element
alter the capacitor has discharged the received electrical
energy.

15. The vehicle of claim 9, wherein:
the engine 1s cooled via an engine coolant;

the AT system also includes a first sensor configured to
detect a temperature of the engine coolant and a second
sensor configured to detect ambient temperature; and

the controller 1s 1n electronic communication with the first
and second sensors, and further configured to 1dentity
the cold-start of the engine via a comparison of the
detected engine coolant and ambient temperatures.

16. The vehicle of claim 9, wherein the controller 1s
additionally configured to regulate the capacitor to discharge
the received electrical energy and thereby power the heating
clement to regenerate the catalyst monolith.
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