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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR
DETERMINING AND UTILIZING
CUSTOMER ENERGY PROFILES FOR LOAD
CONTROL FOR INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURES,
DEVICES, AND AGGREGATION OF SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This non-provisional utility patent application claims pri-

ority from and 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No.
13/464,665, filed May 4, 2012, which 1s a continuation-in-

part of U.S. application Ser. No. 13/019,867, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,996,183, filed Feb. 2, 2011, and 1s a continuation-in-
part of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/896,307, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,527,107, filed on Oct. 1, 2010, which are both

continuations-in-part of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/702,
640, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,131,403, filed Feb. 9, 2010, which
1s a continuation-in-part of U.S. application Ser. No. 11/895,
909, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,715,951, filed Aug. 28, 2007, each

of which 1s incorporated herein by reference 1n its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to electrical power
load control systems and, more particularly, to creating
customer profiles using energy consumption patterns.

2. Description of Related Art

Customer profiles are often used by systems for a variety
of reasons. One reason 1s to promote customer loyalty. This
involves keeping information about not only the customer,
but about the customer’s actions as well. This may include
information about what the customer owns (1.e., which
devices), how they are used, when they are used, etc. By
mimng this data, a company can more elflectively select
rewards for customers that give those customers an incentive
for continuing to do business with the company. This 1s often
described as customer relationship management (CRM).

Customer profile data 1s also useful for obtaining feed-
back about how a product i1s used. In software systems, this
1s often used to improve the customer/user experience or as
an aid to testing. Deployed systems that have customer
profiling communicate customer actions and other data back
to the development organization. That data 1s analyzed to
understand the customer’s experience. Lessons learned from
that analysis 1s used to make modifications to the deployed
system, resulting 1n an improved system.

Customer profile data may also be used 1n marketing and
sales. For 1nstance, a retail business may collect a variety of
information about a customer, including what customers
look at on-line and inside “brick-and-mortar” stores. This
data 1s mined to try to 1dentity customer product preferences
and shopping habits. Such data helps sales and marketing
determine how to present products of probable interest to the
customer, resulting 1n greater sales.

However, the collection of customer profile information
by power utilities has been limited to customer account
information. Because power utilities typically are unable to
collect detailled data about what i1s happening inside a
customer’s home or business, including patterns of energy
consumption by device, there has been little opportunity to
create extensive customer profiles.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments described herein utilize the Active Load
Management System (ALMS) that 1s fully described in

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

commonly-owned published patent application US 2009/
0062970. The ALMS captures energy usage data at each
service point and stores that data in a central database. This
data describes all of the energy consumed by devices owned
by each customer, as well as additional information, such as
customer preferences. Other embodiments of the ALMS
focus on use of this information 1n the calculation of carbon
credits or for the trading of unused energy.

In one embodiment, a system and method are provided for
creating and making use of customer profiles, including
energy consumption patterns. Devices within a service
point, using the active load director, may be subject to
control events, often based on customer preferences. These
control events cause the service point to use less power. Data
assoclated with these control events, as well as related
environment data, are used to create an energy consumption
profile for each service point. This can be used by the utility
to determine which service points are the best targets for
energy consumption. In addition, an additional algorithm
determines how to prevent the same service points from
being picked first each time the utility wants to conserve
power.

In one embodiment, a method 1s provided for determining,
and using customer energy profiles to manage electrical load
control events on a communications network between a
server 1n communication with an electric utility and a client
device at each of a plurality of service points. A customer
profile 1s generated at the server for each of a plurality of
customers 1ncluding at least energy consumption informa-
tion for a plurality of controllable energy consuming devices
at an associated service point. The plurality of customer
profiles 1s stored 1n a database at the server for use 1n load
control events. The plurality of customer profiles are aggre-
gated to a plurality of groups based on at least one
predetermined criterion. A candidate list of service points for
load control events based on the predetermined criterion 1s
generated at the server. A load control event 1s sent to at least
one selected service point 1 the candidate list of service
points 1n response to an energy reduction request including
a target energy savings received from the electric utility via
the communications network. An energy savings for the
plurality of controllable energy consuming devices resulting
from the load control event at the selected service point 1s
determined at the server. The server determines 1f the
resulting energy savings 1s at least equal to the target energy
savings. The load control event 1s sent to at least one selected
additional service point in the candidate list of service points
in order to reach the target energy savings, i1f the target
energy savings has not been reached.

In one embodiment, a system 1s provided for determining,
and using customer energy proiiles to manage electrical load
control events on a communications network between a
server 1n communication with an electric utility and a client
device at each of a plurality of service points. The system
includes a memory storing a database containing a plurality
ol customer profiles for load control events wherein each
customer profile includes at least energy consumption infor-
mation for a plurality of controllable energy consuming
devices at an associated service point; and a server proces-
sor, cooperative with the memory, and configured for man-
aging electrical load control events on the communications
network to the plurality of service points by: generating a
customer profile for each of a plurality of customers; aggre-
gating the plurality of customer profiles into a plurality of
groups based on at least one predetermined criterion; gen-
erating a candidate list of service points for load control
events based on the predetermined criterion; sending a load
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control event to at least one selected service point in the
candidate list of service points in response to an energy
reduction request including a target energy savings recerved
from the electric utility via the communications network;
determining an energy savings for the plurality of control-
lable energy consuming devices resulting from the load
control event at the selected service point; determiming 11 the
resulting energy savings 1s at least equal to the target energy
savings; and sending the load control event to at least one
selected additional service point 1 the candidate list of
service points 1n order to reach the target energy savings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE

DRAWINGS

These and other advantages and aspects of the embodi-
ments of the mvention will become apparent and more
readily appreciated from the following detailed description
of the embodiments taken 1n conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, as follows.

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram of an exemplary IP-based,
Active Load Management System (ALMS).

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram 1llustrating an exemplary active
load director (ALD) server included in the active load
management system.

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram 1llustrating an exemplary active
load client (ALC) included 1n the active load management
system.

FIG. 4 1s a graph illustrating how drift 1s calculated.

FIG. 5 1s a graph illustrating how service points are
selected for optimal driit.

FIG. 6 1s an operational flow diagram illustrating an
exemplary Intelligent Load Rotation algorithm.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Before describing in detail exemplary embodiments, it
should be observed that the embodiments described reside
primarily in combinations ol apparatus components and
processing steps related to actively managing power loading,
on an individual subscriber or service point basis, determin-
ing the customer profile of individual devices aggregated to
related service points, and optionally tracking power savings
incurred by both individual subscribers and an electric
utility. Accordingly, the apparatus components and method
steps have been represented where appropriate by conven-
tional symbols in the drawings, showing only those specific
details that are pertinent to understanding the embodiments
disclosed so as not to obscure the disclosure with details that
will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art
having the benefit of the description herein.

The term “electric utility” refers to any entity that gen-
erates and distributes electrical power to its customers, that
purchases power from a power-generating entity and dis-
tributes the purchased power to 1ts customers, or that sup-
plies electricity created by alternative energy sources, such
as solar power, wind power or otherwise, to power genera-
tion or distribution enftities through the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) electrical grid or other-
wise. The present invention provides for systems and meth-
ods relating to an electric grid operator or any market
participant associated with an electric grid, including retail
clectrical providers.

Embodiments of the invention include a number of novel
concepts, including a customer profile, drift, and intelligent
load rotation as more fully described below. A customer
profile captures patterns of power consumption for each
customer. The drift concept includes a method for calculat-
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4

ing drift, which 1s important 1n estimating power savings
within thermal control devices. The intelligent load rotation
concept includes a method for selecting customers for
utility-initiated control events using intelligent load rotation.

The embodiments described utilize concepts disclosed 1n
commonly-owned published patent application US 2009/
0062970, entitled “System and Method for Active Power
Load Management” which 1s incorporated by reference 1n 1ts
entirety herein. The following paragraphs describe the
Active Management Load System (ALMS), Active Load
Director (ALD), and Active Load Client (ALC) 1n suflicient
detail to assist the reader 1n the understanding of the embodi-
ments described herein. More detailed description of the
ALMS, ALD, and ALC can be found 1n US 2009/0062970.

It should be noted that control events and other messaging,
used in embodiments of the invention include regulated load
management messages. Regulated load management mes-
sages contain information used to apply control of the
clectric supply to individual appliances or equipment on
customer premises. The load to be controlled includes native
load and operating reserves including regulating, spinning,
and non-spinning types.

Active Load Management System

FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary IP-based Active Load Man-
agement System (ALMS) 10 that may be utilized by a utility
in the embodiments described herein. The exemplary ALMS
10 monitors and manages power distribution via an active
load director (ALD) 100 connected between one or more
utility control centers (UCCs) 200 and one or more Active
Load Chients (ALCs) 300. The ALD 100 may communicate
with the utility control center 200 and each active load client
300 erther directly or through a network 80 using the Internet
Protocol (IP) or any other connection-based protocols. For
example, the ALD 100 may commumnicate using RF systems
operating via one or more base stations 90 using one or more
well-known wireless communication protocols. Alterna-
tively, or additionally, the ALD 100 may communicate via a
digital subscriber line (DSL) capable connection, cable
television based IP capable connection, or any combination
thereof. In the exemplary embodiment shown 1n FIG. 1, the
ALD 100 communicates with one or more active load clients
300 using a combination of traditional IP-based communi-
cation (e.g., over a trunked line) to a base station 90 and a
wireless channel implementing the WiMax protocol for the
“last mile” from the base station 90 to the active load client
300.

Each ALC 300 1s accessible through a specified address
(e.g., IP address) and controls and momtors the state of
individual smart breaker modules or intelligent appliances
60 1nstalled 1n the business or residence 20 to which the ALC
300 1s associated (e.g., connected or supporting). Each ALC
300 1s associated with a single residential or commercial
customer. In one embodiment, the ALC 300 communicates
with a residential load center 400 that contains smart breaker
modules, which are able to switch from an “ON” (active)
state to an “OFF” (1inactive) state, and vice versa, responsive
to signaling from the ALC 300. Typically, each smart
breaker controls a single appliance (e.g., a washer/dryer 30,
a hot water heater 40, an HVAC unit 50, or a pool pump 70).

Additionally, the ALC 300 may control individual smart
appliances directly (e.g., without communicating with the
residential load center 400) via one or more of a variety of
known communication protocols (e.g., IP, Broadband over
Power Line (BPL) in various forms, including through
specifications promulgated or being developed by the
HOMEPLUG Powerline Alliance and the Institute of Elec-

trical and Flectronics Engineers (IEEE), Ethernet, Blu-
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ctooth, ZigBee, Wi-F1, WiMax, etc.). Additionally or alter-
natively to WiMax, other communications protocols may be
used, mcluding but not limited to a “1G” wireless protocol
such as analog wireless transmission, first generation stan-
dards based (IEEE, I'TU or other recognized world commu-

nications standard), a “2-G” standards based protocoal such
as “EDGE or CDMA 2000 also known as 1xRTT”, a 3G

based standard such as “High Speed Packet Access (HSPA)
or Evolution for Data Only (EVDQ), any accepted 4G
standard such as “IEEFE, ITU standards that include WiMax,
Long Term Evolution “LTE” and 1ts derivative standards,
any Ethernet solution wireless or wired, or any proprietary
wireless or power line carrier standards that communicate to
a client device or any controllable device that sends and
receives an IP based message.

Typically, a smart appliance 60 includes a power control
module (not shown) having communication abilities. The
power control module 1s installed in-line with the power
supply to the appliance, between the actual appliance and the
power source (e.g., the power control module 1s plugged 1nto
a power outlet at the home or business and the power cord
tor the appliance 1s plugged 1nto the power control module).
Thus, when the power control module receirves a command
to turn ofl the appliance 60, 1t disconnects the actual power
supplying the appliance 60. Alternatively, a smart appliance
60 may include a power control module integrated directly
into the appliance, which may receive commands and con-
trol the operation of the appliance directly (e.g., a smart
thermostat may perform such functions as raising or lower-
ing the set temperature, switching an HVAC unit on or off,
or switching a fan on or ofl).

Also as shown 1n FIG. 1, a service point 20 may have 1ts
own power generation on-site, mncluding solar panels, fuel
cells, or wind turbines. This 1s indicated by the power
generating device 96. The power generating device 96
connects to the Active Load Client 300. Power that 1s added
by the power generating device 96 1s added to the overall
utility capacity. The utility provides credit to the service
point owner based on the energy produced at the service
point.

The service point 20 also contains the Customer Dash-
board 98. This 1s a web-based interface used by the customer
to specily preferences for the use of the Active Load
Management System at the customer’s service point. These
preferences include control event preferences, bill manage-
ment preferences, and others.

Active Load Director

Referring now to FIG. 2, the ALD 100 may serve as the
primary interface to customers, as well as to service per-
sonnel. In the exemplary embodiment depicted 1n FIG. 2, the
ALD 100 includes a utility control center (UCC) security
interface 102, a UCC command processor 104, a master
event manager 106, an ALC manager 108, an ALC security
interface 110, an ALC interface 112, a web browser interface
114, a customer sign-up application 116, customer personal
settings 138, a customer reports application 118, a power
savings application 120, an ALC diagnostic manager 122, an
ALD database 124, a service dispatch manager 126, a
trouble ticket generator 128, a call center manager 130, a
carbon savings application 132, a utility power and carbon
database 134, a read meter application 136, and a security
device manager 140.

In one embodiment, customers interact with the ALD 100
using the web browser interface 114, and subscribe to some
or all of the services oflered by the power load management
system 10 via a customer sign-up application 116. In accor-
dance with the customer sign-up application 116, the cus-
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6

tomer specifies customer personal settings 138 that contain
information relating to the customer and the customer’s
residence or business, and defines the extent of service to
which the customer wishes to subscribe. Customers may
also use the web browser interface 114 to access and modity
information pertaining to their existing accounts.

The ALD 100 also includes a UCC security interface 102
which provides security and encryption between the ALD
100 and a utility company’s control center 200 to ensure that
no third party 1s able to provide unauthorized directions to
the ALD 100. A UCC command processor 104 recerves and
sends messages between the ALD 100 and the utility control
center 200. Similarly, an ALC security interface 110 pro-
vides security and encryption between the ALD 100 and
cach ALC 300 on the system 10, ensuring that no third
parties can send directions to, or receive information from,
the ALC 300. The security techniques employed by the ALC
security interface 110 and the UCC security interface 102
may include conventional symmetric key or asymmetric key
algorithms, or proprietary encryption techniques.

The master event manager 106 maintains the overall
status of the power load activities controlled by the power
management system 10. The master event manager 106
maintains a separate state for each utility that 1s controlled
and tracks the current power usage within each utility. The
master event manager 106 also tracks the management
condition of each utility (e.g., whether or not each utility 1s
currently being managed). The master event manager 106
receives instructions in the form of transaction requests from
the UCC command processor 104 and routes instructions to
components necessary to complete the requested transac-
tion, such as the ALC manager 108 and the power savings
application 120.

The ALC manager 108 routes instructions between the
ALD 100 and each ALC 300 within the system 10 through
an ALC interface 112. For instance, the ALC manager 108
tracks the state of every ALC 300 serviced by specified
utilities by communicating with the ALC 300 through an
individual IP address. The ALC interface 112 translates
istructions (e.g., transactions) received from the ALC man-
ager 108 1nto the proper message structure understood by the
targeted ALC 300 and then sends the message to the ALC
300. Likewise, when the ALC interface 112 receives mes-
sages from an ALC 300, it translates the message into a form
understood by the ALC manager 108 and routes the trans-
lated message to the ALC manager 108.

The ALC manager 108 receives from each ALC 300 that
it services, either periodically or responsive to polling mes-
sages sent by the ALC manager 108, messages containing,
the present power consumption and the status (e.g., “ON” or
“OFF”) of each device controlled by the ALC 300. Alter-
natively, 11 individual device metering 1s not available, then
the total power consumption and load management status for
the entire ALC 300 may be reported. The information
contained 1n each status message 1s stored in the ALD
database 124 1n a record associated with the specified ALC
300. The ALD database 124 contains all the information
necessary to manage every customer account and power
distribution. In one embodiment, the ALD database 124
contains customer contact information and associated utility
companies for all customers having ALCs 300 installed at
their residences or businesses, as well as a description of
specific operating 1instructions for each managed device
(e.g., IP-addressable smart breaker or appliance), device
status, and device diagnostic history.

Another message that can be exchanged between an ALC
300 and the ALC manager 108 1s a status response message.
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A status response message reports the type and status of each
device controlled by the ALC 300 to the ALD 100. When a
status response message 1s received from an ALC 300, the
ALC manager 108 logs the information contained in the
message 1 the ALD database 124.

In one embodiment, upon receiving instructions (e.g., a
“Cut” mstruction) from the master event manager 106 to
reduce power consumption for a specified utility, the ALC
manager 108 determines which ALCs 300 and/or individu-
ally controlled devices to switch to the “OFF” state based
upon present power consumption data stored in the ALD
database 124. The ALC manager 108 then sends a message
to each selected ALC 300 containing instructions to turn ol
all or some of the devices under the ALC’s control.

A read meter application 136 may be optionally invoked
when the UCC command processor 104 receives a “Read
Meters” or equivalent command from the utility control
center 200. The read meter application 136 cycles through
the ALD database 124 and sends a read meter message or
command to each ALC 300, or to ALCs 300 specifically
identified 1n the UCC’s command, via the ALC manager
108. The information received by the ALC manager 108
from the ALC 300 1s logged 1n the ALD database 124 for
cach customer. When all the ALC meter information has
been received, the information i1s sent to the requesting
utility control center 200 using a business to business (e.g.,
cbXML) or other desired protocol.

Active Load Client

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of an exemplary active
load client 300 1n accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. The depicted active load client 300
includes a smart breaker module controller 306, a commu-
nications mterface 308, a security mtertface 310, an IP-based

communication converter 312, a device control manager
314, a smart breaker (B1-BN) counter manager 316, an IP
router 320, a smart meter interface 322, a smart device
interface 324, an IP device interface 330, and a power
dispatch device interface 340. The active load client 300, 1n
this embodiment, 1s a computer or processor-based system
located on-site at a customer’s residence or business. The
primary function of the active load client 300 1s to manage
the power load levels of controllable, power consuming load
devices located at the residence or business, which the active
load client 300 oversees on behalf of the customer. In an
exemplary embodiment, the active load client 300 may
include dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP) client
functionality to enable the active load client 300 to dynami-
cally request IP addresses for itsell and/or one or more
controllable devices 402-412, 60 managed thereby from a
DHCP server on the host IP network facilitating communi-
cations between the active load client 300 and the ALD 100.
The active load client 300 may further include router func-
tionality and maintain a routing table of assigned IP
addresses 1n a memory of the active load client 300 to
tacilitate delivery of messages from the active load client
300 to the controllable devices 402-412, 60. Finally, the
power generation device 96 at the service point 20 sends
data about power generated to the power dispatch device
interface 340.

A communications interface 308 facilitates connectivity
between the active load client 300 and the ALD server 100.
Communication between the active load client 300 and the
ALD server 100 may be based on any type of IP or other
connection protocol including, but not limited to, the WiMax
protocol. Thus, the communications interface 308 may be a
wired or wireless modem, a wireless access point, or other
appropriate interface.
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A standard IP Layer-3 router 320 routes messages
received by the communications interface 308 to both the
active load client 300 and to any other locally connected
device 440. The router 320 determines 1f a recerved message
1s directed to the active load client 300 and, if so, passes the
message to a security interface 310 to be decrypted. The
security interface 310 provides protection for the contents of
the messages exchanged between the ALD server 100 and
the active load client 300. The message content 1s encrypted
and decrypted by the security interface 310 using, for
example, a symmetric encryption key composed of a com-
bination of the IP address and GPS data for the active load
client 300 or any other combination of known information.
If the message 1s not directed to the active load client 300,
then 1t 1s passed to the IP device interface 330 for delivery
to one or more locally connected devices 440. For example,
the IP router 320 may be programmed to route power load
management system messages as well as conventional Inter-
net messages. In such a case, the active load client 300 may
function as a gateway for Internet service supplied to the
residence or business instead ol using separate Internet
gateways or roufters.

An IP based communication converter 312 opens incoms-
ing messages from the ALD server 100 and directs them to
the appropriate function within the active load client 300.
The converter 312 also receives messages from various
active load chient 300 functions (e.g., a device control
manager 314, a status response generator 304, and a report
trigger application 318), packages the messages 1n the form
expected by the ALD server 100, and then passes them on
to the security interface 310 for encryption.

The device control manager 314 processes power man-
agement commands for various controllable devices logi-
cally connected to the active load client 300. The devices can
be either smart breakers 402-412 or other IP based devices
60, 460, such as smart appliances with individual control
modules (not shown). The device control manager 314 also
processes “Query Request” or equivalent commands or
messages from the ALD server 100 by querying a status
response generator 304 which maintains the type and status
ol each device controlled by the active load client 300, and
providing the status of each device to the ALD server 100.

The status response generator 304 receives status mes-
sages from the ALD server 100 and, responsive thereto,
polls each controllable device 402-412, 60, 460 under the
active load client’s control to determine whether the con-
trollable device 402-412, 60, 460 1s active and in good
operational order. Each controllable device 402-412, 60, 460
responds to the polls with operational information (e.g.,
activity status and/or error reports) i a status response
message. The active load client 300 stores the status
responses 1n a memory associated with the status response
generator 304 for reference 1n connection with power reduc-
tion events.

The smart device interface 324 facilitates IP or other
address-based communications to individual devices 60
(e.g., smart appliance power control modules) that are
attached to the active load client 300. The connectivity can
be through one of several diflerent types of networks 1nclud-
ing, but not limited to, BPL, ZigBee, Wi-F1, Bluetooth, or
direct Ethernet communications. Thus, the smart device
interface 324 1s a modem adapted for use i or on the
network connecting the smart devices 60 to the active load
client 300.

The smart breaker module controller 306 formats, sends,
and receives messages to and from the smart breaker module
400. In one embodiment, the communications 1s preferably
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through a BPL connection. In such embodiment, the smart
breaker module controller 306 includes a BPL modem and
operations software. The smart breaker module 400 contains
individual smart breakers 402-412, wherein each smart
breaker 402-412 includes an applicable modem (e.g., a BPL
modem when BPL 1s the networking technology employed)
and 1s preferably in-line with power supplied to a single
appliance or other device. The B1-BN counter manager 316
determines and stores real time power usage for each
installed smart breaker 402-412. For example, the counter
manager 316 tracks or counts the amount of power used by
cach smart breaker 402-412 and stores the counted amounts
of power 1n a memory of the active load client 300 associ-
ated with the counter manager 316.

The smart meter interface 322 manages either smart
meters 460 that communicate using BPL or a current sensor
452 connected to a traditional power meter 450. When the
active load client 300 receives a “Read Meters” command or

message from the ALD server 100 and a smart meter 460 1s
attached to the active load client 300, a “Read Meters”
command 1s sent to the meter 460 via the smart meter
interface 322 (e.g., a BPL modem). The smart meter inter-
tace 322 recerves a reply to the “Read Meters” message from
the smart meter 460, formats this information along with
identification information for the active load client 300, and
provides the formatted message to the IP based communi-
cation converter 312 for transmaission to the ALD server 100.

Customer Profiles

The embodiments disclosed make use of the “customer
profiles” concept. The ALMS enables data to be gathered to
generate a profile of each customer, including information
about controllable energy consuming devices, and the
related 1ndividual structures or service points. Customer
profiles reside within the Active Load Director Database 124
in the Active Load Director 100. Included in this customer
profile 1s the customer’s pattern of energy consumption. The
customer profile includes, but 1s not limited to, the follow-
ing: (1) customer name; (2) customer address; (3) geodetic
location; (4) meter ID; (5) customer programs (possibly
including program history); (6) device information, includ-
ing device type and manuiacturer/brand; (7) customer
energy consumption patterns; and (8) connection and dis-
connection profile. The connection/disconnection profile can
include service priority (i.e., elderly, police, etc.) and dis-
connection instructions.

The customer profile 1s created by using data gathered
from within the ALMS. Data gathered or calculated
includes, but 1s not be limited to, the following: (1) set
points; (2) energy and average energy used in a given time
period; (3) energy and average energy saved in a given time
period; (4) drift time per unit temperature and average drift
time; and (5) power time per unit temperature and average
power time per unit temperature.

In other embodiments, additional data called *““variability
factors” may be captured by the ALMS as part of the
customer profile, including, but not limited to, the following:
(1) outside temperature, (2) sunlight, (3) humidity, (4) wind
speed and direction, (5) elevation above sea level, (6)
orientation of the service point structure, (7) duty duration
and percentage, (8) set pomnt difference, (9) current and
historic room temperature, (10) size of structure, (11) num-
ber of floors, (12) type of construction (brick, wood, siding,
etc.) (13) color of structure, (14) type of roofing material and
color, (15) construction surface of structure (built on turf,
clay, cement, asphalt etc.), (16) land use (urban, suburban,
rural), (17) latitude/longitude, (18) relative position to jet
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stream, (19) quality of power to devices, (20) number of
people living 1n and/or using structure and (21) other envi-
ronmental factors.

Additional factors may also be deemed necessary for
determining unique energy consumption patterns and gen-
erating performance curves and data matrices for usage 1n
load control events and other purposes detailed in this and
related patent applications.

By way of example, based upon the reduction 1 con-
sumed power, the systems and methods of the present
invention provide for generating at the control center a
power supply value (PSV) corresponding to the reduction in
consumed power by the power consuming device(s). Impor-
tantly, the PSV 1s an actual value that includes measurement
and verification of the reduction 1n consumed power; such
measurement and verification methods may be determined
by the appropriate goverming body or authority for the
clectric power grid(s). Power Supply Value (PSV) i1s calcu-
lated at the meter or submeter or at building control system
or at any device or controller that measures power within the
standard as supplied by the regulatory body(ies) that govern
the regulation of the grid. PSV vanations may depend on
operating tolerances, operating standard for accuracy of the
measurement. The PSV enables transformation of curtail-
ment or reduction 1n power at the device level by any system
that sends or receirves an IP message to be related to or
equated to supply as presented to the governing entity that
accepts these values and award supply equivalence, for
example of a power generating entity or an entity allowed to
control power consuming devices as permitted by the gov-
erning body of the electric power gnid, e.g., FERC, NERC,
etc.

PSV may be provided 1n units of electrical power flow,
monetary equivalent, and combinations thereof. Thus, the
PSV provides an actual value that 1s confirmed by measure-
ment and/or verification, thereby providing for a curtailment
value as a requirement for providing supply to the power
orid, wherein the supply to the power electric power grid 1s
provided for grid stability, voltage stability, reliability, and
combinations thereot, and 1s further provided as responsive
to an energy management system or equivalent for providing
orid stability, reliability, frequency as determined by gov-
erning authority for the electric power grid and/or gnd
operator(s).

As part of the Active Load Directory (ALD), the methods
described herein consolidate this information creating a
historic energy consumption pattern reflecting the amount of
energy used by each service point to maintain its normal
mode of operation. This energy consumption pattern 1s part
ol a customer’s profile.

Energy consumption patterns are subject to analysis that
may be used for a variety of different types of activities. For
example, based on the energy consumption patterns created
from this data, the ALD will derive performance curves
and/or data matrices for each service point to which the
Active Load Management System 1s attached and determine
the amount of energy reduction that can be realized from
cach service point. The ALD will create a list of service
points through which energy consumption can be reduced
via demand side management, interruptible load, or spin-
ning/regulation reserves. This mformation can be manipu-
lated by the ALD processes to create a prioritized, rotational
order of control, called “intelligent load rotation” which 1s
described 1n detail below. This rotational shifting of the
burden of the interruptible load has the practical effect of
reducing and flattening the utility load curve while allowing
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the serving utility to effectively group its customers within
the ALD or 1ts own databases by energy efliciency.

The practical application of this data 1s that 1n load control
events, a uftility can determine the most eflicient service
points to dispatch energy from, or more importantly derive
the most 1nethicient service points (e.g., homes, small busi-
nesses, communities, structures, or devices) within the utili-
ty’s operating territory. Based on this information, highly
targeted conservation programs could have an immediate
impact to improve energy efliciency. From a marketing
perspective, this 1s invaluable information because it con-
tains the comiort preference of a service point compared
against the capabilities of the service point’s energy con-
suming devices, or the lack of efliciency of those devices.
From a national security point of view, the profiles could be
used to determine habits of monitored end customers 1n a
similar fashion to how Communications Assistance for Law
Enforcement Act (CALEA) 1s used by law enforcement for
wire-tapping. Utilities may use energy consumption patterns
to categorize or group customers for service, control event,
marketing, sales, or other purposes. Other uses of energy
consumption patterns are possible that determine or predict
customer behavior.

Generally, the embodiments described encompass a
closed loop system and method for creating a customer
profile, calculating and deriving patterns of energy drift, and
making use of those patterns when implemented through the
machinery of a system comprised of load measurement
devices combined with the physical communications link
and when these mputs are manipulated through a computer,
processor, memory, routers and other necessary machines as
those who are skilled 1n the art would expect to be utilized.

Dt

The embodiments described also make use of the concept
of “dnitt.” The data gathered for the customer profile 1s used
to empirically derive the decay rate or driit, temperature
slope, or a dynamic equation (f{x}) whereby the service
point (or device) will have a uniquely derived “fingerprint™
Or energy usage pattern.

Drift occurs when a climate-controlled device begins to
deviate from a set point. This may occur both normally and
during control events. Customers define the upper and lower
boundaries of comfort in customer preferences, with the set
point in the middle of those boundaries. During normal
operation, a climate controlled device will attempt to stay
near the device’s set point. However, all devices have a duty
cycle that specifies when the device 1s 1n operation because
many devices are not continuously in operation. For a
climate-controlled device, the duty cycle ends when the
inside temperature reaches, or 1s within a given tolerance of,
the set point. This allows the device to “drift” (upward or
downward) toward a comiort boundary temperature. Once
the boundary temperature 1s reached, the duty cycle begins
again until the inside temperature reaches, or 1s within a
given tolerance of, the set point which ends the duty cycle.

Therefore, drift 1s the time 1t takes for a climate-controlled
device to move from the set point to the upper or lower
comiort boundary. Drift 1s calculated and recorded for each
service point and for each device associated with the service
point. The mverse of drit 1s “power time” which 1s the time
it takes for the device to move from the comiort boundary
to the set point.

Drift may also occur during a control event. A control
event 1s an action that reduces or terminates power con-
sumption of a device. During a control event, a climate-
controlled device will driit toward maximum or minimum
control event boundaries (upper or lower) until it reaches
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that boundary which 1s normally outside the comfort bound-
ary. Once 1t reaches the control event boundary, the ALMS
returns power to the device to enable 1t to reach the set point
again.

As an example, an HVAC system may have a set point of
72 degrees and a minimum and maximum temperature of 68
degrees and 76 degrees, respectively. On a cold day, a
control event would cause the HVAC system to begin to lose
power and move toward the minimum temperature. Once
the structure reaches the minimum temperature, the control
event would end, and power would be restored to the HVAC
system, thus causing the temperature to rise toward the
preferred temperature. A similar but opposite effect would
take place on a warm day.

In some embodiments, drift, as well as other measure-
ments available from the active load director data base 124,
are used to create an energy consumption pattern for each
service point. Additional measurements may 1nclude
vacancy times, sleep times, times in which control events are
permitted, as well as variability factors referred to previ-
ously.

A device that resides within an energy-eflicient structure
will have a tendency to cool or heat more slowly, thus
exhibiting a lower rate of drift. These devices may be subject
to control events for longer periods of time, commensurate
with the rate of drift, because 1t takes them longer to drift to
a comiort boundary.

In another embodiment, the active load director server
100 1dentifies service points that have an optimum drift for
power savings. The power savings application 120 calcu-
lates drift for each service point and saves that information
in the active load director data base 124.

Intelligent Load Rotation

The embodiments disclosed also make use of the “intel-
ligent load rotation™ concept. Intelligent load rotation uses
machine intelligence to ensure that the same service points
are not always selected for control events, but distributes
control events over a service area in some equitable way.

There are a variety of ways 1 which intelligent load
rotation may be implemented. In one embodiment of intel-
ligent load rotation, service points are simply selected 1n a
sequential list until the end 1s reached, after which selection
starts at the top of the list again. This 1s a fairly straightfor-
ward approach that may be implemented by any one skilled
in the art.

FIG. 6 1llustrates an operational flow diagram of the basic
intelligent load rotation algorithm 1800. All other embodi-
ments of intelligent load rotation are based on this embodi-
ment. In general, the algorithm goes through each service
point within a group of service points, and sends control
events to each of those service points until enough energy
savings have been obtained.

In 1ts most basic form, the algorithm first identifies a
group selection criteria as indicated 1n logic block 1802.
This may be as simple as all service points or may be more
complex, such as selecting service points within a specified
drift or within a specified geographic area. The group
selection criteria may include, but 1s not limited to, any of
the following: (1) random selection of service points; (2)
drift; (3) grouping of logical geodetic points by a utility; (4)
clliciency rating of appliances; (5) ALD customer prefer-
ences; (6) capacity of devices; (7) proximity to transmission
lines; (8) pricing signals (both dynamic and static); and (9)
service priority, based upon an emergency situation (1.e. fire,
police, hospital, elderly, etc.).

The algorithm then 1dentifies an imndividual service point
selection criterion as indicated 1n logic block 1804. This 1s
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the criterion for selecting individual service points within a
group. In its simplest embodiment, this criterion involves
sequential selection of service points within the group. Other
criteria may include random selection, selection based on
number of previous control events, or other criteria.

Next, the algorithm creates a candidate list of service
points based on the group selection criteria as indicated in
logic block 1806. From this list, the algorithm selects a
service point based on the mndividual service point selection
criteria as indicated 1n logic block 1810. The ALMS then
sends a control event to the selected service point as 1ndi-
cated 1n logic block 1814, and calculates the energy savings
of that control event based on drift calculation as indicated
in block 1816. The algorithm then determines if more energy
savings are needed to reach the savings target as indicated 1n
decision block 1820. If not, then the ALMS records where
the algorithm ended in the candidate list as indicated in
block 1824 and exits. If more energy savings are needed,
then the ALMS determines 1f any more service points are in
the candidate list as indicated in decision block 1830. IT
there are no more service points 1n the candidate list, then the
algorithm returns to the beginning of the candidate list again
in logic block 1840. Otherwise, 1f there are more service
points 1n the candidate list, the algorithm simply returns to
logic block 1810.

In an alternate embodiment, decision block 1820 may be
modified to determine if more service points are to be
selected from this group.

There are many other embodiments of intelligent load
rotation. Many embodiments are based on the group selec-
tion criteria. Service points may be grouped by geography or
some other common characteristic of service points. For
example, groups might include “light consumers” (because
they consume little energy) “daytlme consumers’ (because
they work at mght), “swimmers” (for those who have a pool
and use 1t), or other categories. These categories are useful
to the utility for quickly referring to customers with specific
energy demographics. The utility may then select a number
of service points 1n each group for control events to spread
control events among various groups.

In another embodiment, optimum drift can be used as the
group selection criteria. Because those service points will
use the least energy, the utility may want to select those
service points that are the most energy eflicient.

In another embodiment, a group of service points 1s
selected that have had the fewest control events 1n the past.
This ensures that service points with the most control events
in the past will be bypassed 1n favor of those who have
received fewer control events.

In another embodiment, with reference to FIGS. 4-5, drift
1s used as a means of intelligent load rotation. As data 1s
collected by the ALMS, 1t 1s possible to calculate the total
drift of a device over time, as shown in FIG. 4. The
calculation for one service point represents one vector on the
graph. Each vector represents the drift for a single service
point. To 1dentify the service points with the optimal driit,
the ALD 100 determines the median dnit and all service
points having a drift that 1s within one standard deviation
away from that median. That represents the shaded area 1n
the graph depicted 1in FIG. 5. If suflicient service points
cannot be found that are within one standard deviation, then
the second standard deviation can be selected.

In another embodiment, energy consumption patterns in
customer profiles are used to 1dentily service points that are
the best targets for excess power sharing. This would occur
when renewable energy such as solar or wind 1s added to the
orid, resulting in power that cannot be compensated for by
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the grid. This could occur, for example, on very windy days.
When this happens, utilities are faced with the problem of
what to do with the excess energy. Instead of Cuttmg power
to service points 1n order to aflect power savings, a utility
could add energy to service points in order to eflect power
dissipation. The service points selected by the utility may be
different (or even the 1mverse) of those selected for power
savings. The devices at these service points would be turned
on if they were ofl or set points for climate-controlled
devices would be adjusted to heat or cool more than normal.
Spread out over many control points, this can provide the
energy dissipation needed.

In a further embodiment, energy consumption patterns
within customer profiles could be used to 1dentily opportu-
nities for up selling, down selling, or cross selling. These
opportunities may be determined by the power utility or by
its partners. Data from customer profiles may be used to
provide 1nsights on nethicient devices, defective devices, or
devices that require updating to meet current standards.
Customer profile data may also be used to i1dentily related
sales opportunities. For example, 11 energy consumption
patterns suggest that the customer may be very interested in
personal energy conservation, then sales efforts could be
directed toward that individual concerning products related
to that lifestyle. This information can be used by the utility
or its partners to provide incentives to customers to buy
newer, updated devices, or obtain maintenance for existing
devices. The customer 1s given the option to opt out of
having his customer profile used for sales and marketing
cllorts, or for regulating energy conservation. The customer
proflle makes use of open standards (such as the CPEx-
change standard) that specily a privacy model with the
customer profile. The use of consumption patterns 1n this
manner 1s governed by national, state, or local privacy laws
and regulations.

A further embodiment of using customer profiles to
identily sales opportunities involves the use of device infor-
mation to create mcentives for customers to replace inetli-
cient devices. By identitying the known characteristics and/
or behavior of devices within a service point, the invention
identifies those customers who may benefit from replace-
ment of those devices. The invention estimates a payback
period for replacement. This information 1s used by the
ALMS operator to create redemptions, discounts, and cam-
paigns to persuade customers to replace their devices.

It should be noted that many terms and acronyms are used
in this description that are well-defined 1n the telecommu-
nications and computer networking industries and are well
understood by persons skilled in these arts. Complete
descriptions of these terms and acronyms, whether defining
a telecommunications standard or protocol, can be found 1n
readily available telecommunications standards and litera-
ture and are not described 1n any detail herein.

As used 1n the foregoing description, the term “ZigBee”
refers to any wireless communication protocol adopted by
the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
according to standard 802.15.4 or any successor standard(s),
and the term “Bluetooth” refers to any short-range commu-
nication protocol implementing IEEE standard 802.13.1 or
any successor standard(s). The term “High Speed Packet
Data Access (HSPA)” refers to any communication protocol
adopted by the International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) or another mobile telecommunications standards body
referring to the evolution of the Global System for Mobile
Communications (GSM) standard beyond 1ts third genera-
tion Umversal Mobile Telecommunications System
(UMTS) protocols. The term “Long Term Evolution (LTE)”
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refers to any communication protocol adopted by the ITU or
another mobile telecommunications standards body refer-
ring to the evolution of GSM-based networks to voice, video

and data standards anticipated to be replacement protocols
for HSPA. The term “Code Division Multiple Access

(CDMA) Evolution Date-Optimized (EVDO) Revision A
(CDMA EVDO Rev. A)” refers to the communication pro-
tocol adopted by the ITU under standard number TIA-856
Rev. A.

It will be appreciated that embodiments or components of
the systems described herein may be comprised of one or
more conventional processors and unique stored program
instructions that control the one or more processors to
implement, in conjunction with certain non-processor cir-
cuits, some, most, or all of the functions for managing power
load distribution, and tracking and controlling individual
subscriber power consumption and savings in one or more
power load management systems. The non-processor cir-
cuits may include, but are not limited to, radio receivers,
radio transmitters, antennas, modems, signal drivers, clock
circuits, power source circuits, relays, meters, smart break-
ers, current sensors, and customer input devices. As such,
these functions may be interpreted as steps of a method to
distribute information and control signals between devices
in a power load management system. Alternatively, some or
all functions could be implemented by a state machine that
has no stored program instructions, or 1 one or more
application specific integrated circuits (ASICs), 1n which
cach function or some combinations of functions are 1imple-
mented as custom logic. Of course, a combination of the two
approaches could be used. Thus, methods and means for
these functions have been described herein. Further, 1t 1s
expected that one of ordinary skill in the art, notwithstanding
possibly significant eflort and many design choices moti-
vated by, for example, available time, current technology,
and economic considerations, when guided by the concepts
and principles disclosed herein, will be readily capable of
generating such software istructions, programs and inte-
grated circuits (ICs), and appropriately arranging and func-
tionally integrating such non-processor circuits, without
undue experimentation.

In the foregoing specification, the invention has been
described with reference to specific embodiments. However,
one of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that various
modifications and changes may be made without departing
from the scope of the present invention as set forth in the
appended claims. Accordingly, the specification and draw-
ings are to be regarded in an 1llustrative rather than a
restrictive sense, and all such modifications are intended to
be mcluded within the scope of the present invention.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means plus function elements in any claims
below are intended to imnclude any structure, material, or acts
for performing the function 1n combination with other claim
clements as specifically claimed.

In addition, 1t 1s possible to use some of the features of the
embodiments disclosed without the corresponding use of the
other features. Accordingly, the foregoing description of the
exemplary embodiments 1s provided for the purpose of
illustrating the principles of the ivention, and not 1 limi-
tation thereof, since the scope of the present mvention 1s
defined solely by the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for determining and using customer energy
profiles to manage electrical load control events on a com-
munications network between a server in communication
with an electric grid operator or any market participant
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associated with an electric power grid and a plurality of
customers at a plurality of service points, comprising:
generating, a plurality of customer profiles for the plural-
ity of customers, wherein each customer profile com-
prises at least energy consumption mformation for a
plurality of controllable energy consuming devices at
the plurality of service points, wherein the plurality of
controllable energy consuming devices include a plu-
rality of controllable temperature control devices or
building control systems;

storing the plurality of customer profiles 1n a database for

use 1n load control events;

agoregating the plurality of customer profiles into at least

one aggregate customer profile based on at least one
predetermined criterion;

generating a candidate list of service points for load

control events based on the at least one predetermined
criterion;
sending a load control event to at least one service point
selected from the candidate list of service points 1n
response to an energy reduction request including a
target energy savings received from the electric gnd
operator or any market participant associated with the
clectric power grid via the communications network;

determining an energy savings for the plurality of con-
trollable energy consuming devices resulting from a
reduction 1n consumed power associated with the load
control event at the at least one service point, wherein
the energy savings 1s determined based on a monetary
supply equivalent value for each of the plurality of
controllable energy consuming devices, wherein each
monetary supply equivalent value 1s a measurement
and a verification of the reduction 1n consumed power
by each of the plurality of controllable energy consum-
ing devices, wherein the monetary supply equivalent
value 1s a curtailment value as a supply accepted by
governing entities for awarding the plurality of cus-
tomers; and

determining the resulting energy savings 1s at least equal

to the target energy savings.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising transform-
ing the measurement and the verification of the reduction 1n
consumed power into a power supply value (PSV) corre-
sponding to each of the plurality of controllable energy
consuming devices and aggregating the PSV corresponding
to each of the plurality of controllable energy consuming
devices 1nto at least one aggregate PSV.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising associating,
the at least one aggregate PSV with the at least one aggregate
customer profile.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the energy consump-
tion mnformation includes at least one of a set point for a
climate-controlled device, an energy use 1n a specified time
period, an energy savings in a specified time period, a drift
time per unmt temperature, and a power time per unit
temperature.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein each customer profile
turther includes a plurality of variability factors resulting 1n
a unique energy consumption pattern at an associated ser-
vice point.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
a drift associated with each service point, wherein the drit
1s an amount of time for a climate-controlled device to move
from a set point temperature to an upper or lower tempera-
ture boundary defined in a customer profile.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising determining,
a power time associated with each service point, wherein the
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power time 1s an amount of time for the climate-controlled
device to move from the upper or the lower temperature
boundary defined 1n the customer profile to the set point

temperature.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the set point tempera-
ture 1s a temperature that 1s a midpoint between the upper
and the lower temperature boundary defined in the customer
profile.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein a temperature associ-
ated with a climate-controlled device at the at least one
service point drifts towards a maximum or a minimum
temperature boundary during the load control event.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising returning
power to the climate-controlled device when either the
maximum or the minimum temperature boundary 1s reached.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating
an energy consumption pattern for each service point.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising deriving
a performance curve for each service point, and determining
an amount of energy reduction that can be realized from the
load control event at each service point.

13. The method of claim 1, further comprising sending the
load control event to at least one selected additional service
point 1n the candidate list of service points in order to reach
the target energy savings.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising determin-
ing an mdividual service point selection criterion for select-
ing individual service points.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one
predetermined criterion for aggregating the plurality of
customer profiles includes any one of a random selection, a
drift factor, a logical geodetic point, an efliciency rating for
cach controllable temperature control device at an associated
service point, a customer preference, a proximity to a
transmission line, a pricing signal, and a priority for an
emergency situation.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein each customer profile
turther includes 1dentification of any power generating
device at an associated service point that can be added to the
clectric power grid 1n response to the load control event sent
to the at least one service point.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein each customer profile
further includes at least one of a customer name, a customer
address, a meter identifier, and controllable temperature
device imformation for each of the plurality of energy
consuming devices.

18. The method of claim 1, further comprising applying
the load control event to at least one of the plurality of
controllable energy consuming devices at the at least one
service point.

19. A system for determining and using customer energy
profiles to manage electrical load control events on a com-
munications network between a server in communication
with an electric grid operator or any market participant
associated with an electric power grid and a plurality of
customers at a plurality of service points, comprising:

a memory storing a database containing a plurality of
customer profiles for load control events wherein each
customer profile includes at least energy consumption
information for a plurality of controllable temperature
control devices at the plurality of service points;
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a server processor, cooperative with the memory, and
configured for managing the load control events on the
communications network to the plurality of service
points by:
generating a plurality of customer profiles for the
plurality of customers;

aggregating the plurality of customer profiles 1nto at
least one aggregate customer profile based on at least
one predetermined criterion;

generating a candidate list of service points for load
control events based on the at least one predeter-
mined criterion;

sending a load control event to at least one service point
selected from the candidate list of service points in
response to an energy reduction request including a
target energy savings received from the electric gnd
operator or any market participant associated with
the electric power grid via the communications net-

work:;
determining an energy savings for the plurality of

controllable temperature control devices resulting
from the load control event at the at least one service
point, wherein the energy savings 1s determined
based on a monetary supply equivalent value for
cach of the plurality of controllable temperature
control devices, wherein each monetary supply
equivalent value 1s a measurement and a verification
of the reduction in consumed power corresponding
to each of the plurality of controllable temperature
control devices, wherein the monetary supply
equivalent value 1s a curtailment value as a supply
accepted by governing entities for awarding the
plurality of customers;

determining the resulting energy savings 1s at least
equal to the target energy savings.

20. The system of claim 19, wherein a load to be con-
trolled by the load control event includes a native load
and/or operating reserves including regulating, spinning,
and non-spinning types.

21. The system of claim 19, wherein the reduction 1n
consumed power 1s transiformed 1nto a power supply value
corresponding to each of the plurality of controllable tem-
perature control devices.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the power supply
value for each of the plurality of controllable temperature
control devices 1s transformed into an aggregate power
supply value that 1s compared to the target energy savings
for the load control event.

23. The system of claim 22, wherein the processor 1s
turther configured for associating the aggregate power sup-
ply value with the at least one aggregate customer profile.

24. The system of claim 19, wherein the processor 1s
turther configured for selecting the at least one service point
based on an individual service point criterion.

25. The system of claim 19 wherein the at least one
predetermined criterion for aggregating the plurality of
customer profiles includes any one of a random selection, a
driit factor, a logical geodetic point, an efliciency rating for
cach controllable temperature control device at an associated
service point, a customer preference, a proximity to a
transmission line, a pricing signal, and a prionty for an
emergency situation.
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