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MECHANICAL FRICTION ENHANCEMENT
FOR THREADED CONNECTION
INCORPORATING MICRO-THREADS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/824,172, filed May 16, 2013, which 1s
hereby incorporated by reference 1n 1ts entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a connector for enabling
fluid transter between a first fluid container and a second
fluid container. More specifically, the invention is directed to
a connector having structure to increase Iriction between
threaded connection portions.

Description of Related Art

Many medical connectors comprise a first component
having a female luer-lock element that 1s arranged to be
rigidly joined to a corresponding male luer-lock element of
a second connector component that 1s attached to a medical
line or other medical connection, for example. The male
luer-lock element can thus be freely screwed into and
unscrewed from the female luer-lock element. However,
once the male luer-lock element has been screwed into the
female luer-lock element of the connector, there 1s a risk that
the connector components may be accidentally or inadver-
tently unscrewed, which could lead to the disconnection of
the fluid passage. This may entail a serious contamination
risk for a patient and/or any other person in the vicinity of
the disconnected medical connector. Such a disconnection
risk must especially be avoided when administering toxic
fluid, such as cytostatic agents.

In addition, when the {riction between the female luer-
lock and the male luer-lock 1s low, there 1s a tendency for
users to over-torque the connection because there 1s no
discernable indication that the connection has been fully
tightened. This can lead to breakage of the connectors and/or
the containers being joined. This low friction 1s common for
connectors used when adminmistering toxic fluid, such as
cytostatic agents for chemotherapy, as such connectors are
generally made from plastic or polymeric materials whose
hardness and/or surface characteristics result in surfaces
having low coeflicients of friction.

It 1s, therefore, desirable to provide a connection for
enabling tluid transier between a first fluid container and a
second tluid container that provides not only some resistance
to disconnection but also an 1ndication to the user when the
connection has been made and 1s sufliciently tight to proceed
with the transfer.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, a medical connector includes a body
having a distal end, a proximal end, and a sidewall extending
between the distal end and the proximal end, a helical thread
extending radially outward from a surface of the sidewall
and comprising a crest portion, flank portions, and a root
portion with the flank portions connecting the root portion to
the crest portion, and at least one micro-thread extending,
radially outward from the surface of the sidewall. At least a
portion of the micro-thread 1s spaced apart from the helical

thread.
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The axial width of the at least one micro-thread may be
smaller than the axial width of the root portion of the helical
thread and the radial height of the at least one micro-thread
from the surface of the sidewall may be less than the radial
height of the crest portion of the helical thread from the
surface of the sidewall. The micro-thread may extend around
the circumierence of the body at an angle with respect to an
axis extending along the surface of the sidewall from the
distal end of the body to the proximal end of the body that
1s greater than or equal to 0° and less than 180°. The angle
may be equal to the helix angle of the helical thread. The
radial height of the at least one micro-thread from the
surface of the sidewall may taper circumierentially from a
first end that forms a sidewall to a second end that is
substantially flush with the sidewall of the body.

The medical connector may further comprise a stop
extending radially outward from the surface of the sidewall
at the proximal end of the connector. The stop may be a solid
body or may comprise a plurality of portions separated by
gaps. The portions may comprise a top surface, an outer
wall, a first side, and a second side.

The radial height of the stop or the portions of the stop
from the surface of the sidewall may taper circumierentially
from the first end to the second end of the stop such that the
first end of the stop has a radial height from the surface of
the sidewall that 1s larger than the radial height of the second
end from the surface of the sidewall. Alternatively, or
additionally, the maximum axial height of the stop from the
proximal end of the body may taper circumierentially from
the first end to the second end of the stop such that the first
end of the stop has a maximum axial height from the
proximal end of the body that 1s larger than the maximum
axial height of the second end from the proximal end of the
body. The medical connector may further include a mating
connector comprising a body having a distal end, a proximal
end, and a sidewall extending between the distal end and the
proximal end, and a helical thread extending radially out-
ward from the surface of the sidewall, the helical thread of
the mating connector adapted to engage the helical thread of
the connector.

In a further embodiment, a method of connecting two
fluid containers includes: providing a connector having a
helical thread extending radially outward from the surface of
the connector, and a mating connector comprising a helical
thread extending radially outward from the surface of the
mating connector. The connector includes at least one micro-
thread extending radially outward from the root portion of
the helical thread. The helical thread of the mating connector
1s engaged with the helical thread of the connector and the
mating connector 1s advanced onto the connector by rotating
the mating connector. The at least one micro-thread engages
the mating connector such that the friction between the
connector and the mating connector 1s increased when the at
least one micro-thread of the connector contacts the helical
thread of the mating connector as the mating connector 1s
advanced onto the connector.

The method may further include engaging a stop with the
mating connector to stop advancement of the mating con-
nector onto the connector. The connector may have more
than one micro-thread and each micro-thread may be sized
and positioned such that the increase 1n friction provided by
contact with each successive micro-thread 1s greater than the
increase 1n Iriction provided by a previously contacted
micro-thread. Further, the first micro-thread that contacts the
helical thread of the mating connector may have a smaller
surface area than the second micro-thread that i1s subse-
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quently contacted by the helical thread of the mating con-
nector as the mating connector 1s advanced on the connector.

In another embodiment, a medical connector includes a
body having a distal end, a proximal end, and a generally
cylindrical sidewall extending between the distal end and the
proximal end, a helical thread extending radially outward
from the surface of the sidewall and comprising a crest
portion, flank portions, and a root portion with the flank
portions connecting the root portion to the crest portion, and
a first protrusion extending radially outward from the crest
portion of the helical thread.

The connector may further comprise a second protrusion
extending radially outward from the sidewall of the body
where the circumierential length of the first protrusion 1s
longer than the circumierential length of the second protru-
sion. The first and second protrusions may include a first end
and a second end and the radial height of the protrusion at
the first end may be greater than the radial height of the
protrusion at the second end. Further, the axial width of the
protrusion may be larger at the first end than the axial width
of the first protrusion at the second end. The protrusions may
be substantially aligned in a longitudinal direction of the
body and may have a body that defines a generally teardrop-
shaped circumierence.

The connector may further comprise a plurality of first
protrusions with each first protrusion extending radially
outward from the crest portion of the helical thread. The
plurality of first protrusions may be circumierentially spaced
from each other around the body. In addition, or alterna-
tively, the connector may further comprise a plurality of
second protrusions with each second protrusion extending
radially outward from the sidewall of the body. The plurality
ol second protrusions may be circumierentially spaced from

cach other around the body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a conventional syringe and
syringe adapter.

FIG. 2 1s a front perspective view of a connector accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present application.

FIG. 3 1s a rear perspective view of the connector shown
in FIG. 2 according to one embodiment of the present
application.

FIG. 4 1s a right-side perspective view of the connector
shown 1n FIG. 2 according to one embodiment of the present
application.

FIG. 5 1s an enlarged front perspective view of the
connector shown 1n FIG. 2 according to one embodiment of
the present application.

FIG. 6 1s an enlarged right-side perspective view of the
connector shown 1n FIG. 2 according to one embodiment of
the present application.

FIG. 7 1s a partial cross-sectional view of the connector
shown 1n FIG. 2 and a mating connector 1n a disconnected
state according to one embodiment of the present applica-
tion.

FIG. 8 1s a front perspective view of a connector accord-
ing to a further embodiment of the present application.

FIG. 9 15 a front-right perspective view of the connector
shown 1n FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of the connector shown
in FIG. 8.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

For purposes of the description hereinatter, the terms such

as “end”, “upper”, “lower”, “right”, “left”, “vertical”, “hori-
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zontal”, “top”, “bottom™, “lateral”, “longitudinal”, and
derivatives thereol shall relate to the invention as 1t 1s
oriented 1n the drawing figures. However, it 1s to be under-
stood that the invention may assume various alternative
variations and step sequences, except where expressly speci-
fied to the contrary. It 1s also to be understood that the
specific devices and processes 1llustrated 1n the attached
drawings, and described 1n the following specification, are
simply exemplary embodiments of the invention. Hence,
specific dimensions and other physical characteristics
related to the embodiments disclosed herein are not to be
considered as limiting. Further, it 1s to be understood that the
invention may assume various alternative variations and step
sequences, except where expressly specified to the contrary.

Reterring to FIG. 1, a conventional syringe 82 and syringe
adapter 24 are shown. The syringe 82 includes a male
luer-lock connector that 1s configured to be secured to a
corresponding female luer-lock connector of the syringe
adapter 24. The syringe adapter 24 may be a BD PhaSeal™
Injector commercially available from Becton, Dickinson and
Company. The syringe adapter 24 forms part of a closed
system transier device that enables a closed transfer of drugs
between containers.

One embodiment of the present mnvention 1s directed to a
connector 10 for fluidly connecting a first fluid container to
a second fluid container to allow the fluid 1n one of the first
or second fluid containers to pass into the other of the first
or second fluid container. For example, the connector 10
may be utilized in connection with the syringe adapter 24
shown 1n FIG. 1. A “fluid container” as used herein, 1is
intended to mean any vessel that can at least temporarily
contain a fluid, imncluding, but not limited to, a vial, a medical
line, a tube, or an 1nfusion fluid container, such as an
infusion bottle or an infusion bag, a syringe, or other device.

As shown 1n FIGS. 2-7, the connector 10 includes a body
12 having a distal end 16, a proximal end 18, and a sidewall
20 extending between the distal end 16 and the proximal end
18 and defining a central lumen 22. The sidewall 20 may be
generally cylindrical, although other suitable shapes may be
utilized. The connector 10 may be a female luer-lock con-
nector, although other suitable connector arrangements may
be utilized. The proximal end 18 of the body 12 of the
connector 10 may be attached directly to a first fluid con-
tainer or may extend from an additional connection portion
that connects directly to the fluid container to provide a fluid
connection between the first fluid container and the central
lumen 22 of the connector 10. In the embodiment shown 1n
FIGS. 2-7, the body 12 of the connector 10 extends from a
needle holder of a syringe adapter, such as the syringe
adapter 24 shown in FIG. 2. An mnner surface of the needle
holder may include a projection that cooperates with a body
of the syringe adapter 24 to form a ratchet-type connection
such that the needle holder 1s generally free to rotate relative
to the body of the syringe adapter 24 1n a first direction, but
1s generally restricted from such relative rotation when
rotated 1n a second, opposite direction.

The body 12 of the connector 10 includes external threads
26 extending radially outward from the external surface 28
of the sidewall 20 and proceeding 1n a spiral fashion from
the distal end 16 to proximal end 18 of the body 12. In the
embodiment shown, the body 12 includes two external
threads 26, although one or more threads may be provided.
The external threads 26 each comprise flank portions 34, 36,
a crest portion 38, and a root portion 39. The crest portion
38 and the flank portions 34, 36 together define a helical b
30 and the root portion 39 and the flank portions 34, 36
together define a helical groove 32. The crest portion 38 of
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the external threads 26 extends radially a distance from the
external surface 28 of the sidewall 20. The helical ribs 30

may have any suitable cross-sectional shape, including but

not limited to, square, rounded, and trapezoidal. In the
embodiment shown 1n FIGS. 2-7, the helical rib 30 has a

generally trapezoidal cross-section with the crest portion 38
a distance from the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20
and substantially parallel to the external surface 28 of the
sidewall 20. The two flank portions 34, 36 extend from the
crest portion 38 inward toward the external surface 28 of the
sidewall 20. The angle between the flank portions 34, 36 and
the root portion 39 1s greater than 90° as 1s the angle between
the flank portions 34, 36 and the crest portion 38. The shape
of the helical groove 32 is defined by the flank portions 34,

36 and the root portion 39. In the embodiment shown 1n

FIGS. 2-7, the helical groove 32 has a trapezoidal shape.
The connector 10 has at least one micro-thread 40a, 405

extending radially outward from the root portion 39 of the

external thread 26 such that it 1s generally disposed within
the helical groove 32. Thus, the micro-thread 40a, 4056 1s
spaced apart from the external thread 26. The micro-thread
40a, 405 has a radial height from the external surface 28 of
the sidewall 20 that 1s less than the radial height of the crest
portion 38 of the external thread 26 from the external surface
28 from the sidewall 20 and a width 1n the axial direction
that 1s less than the width of the root portion 39 1n the axial
direction.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 2-7, two micro-
threads 40a, 405 are disposed in the helical groove 32 on
opposite sides of the body 12 of the connector 10. The
micro-threads 40a, 4056 extend for approximately 90° around
the circumierence of the sidewall 20 of the body 12 1n a
direction substantially parallel to the flank portions 34, 36 of
the external threads 26. This results in the micro-threads
40a, 406 being at an angle a with respect to an axis 46
extending along the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20
from the distal end 16 of the body 12 to the proximal end 18
of the body 12. In the illustrated embodiment, micro-threads
40a, 406 extend at an angle that 1s less than 90° and 1s
substantially equal to the helix angle of the external threads
26. Also, as can be seen 1n FIG. 7, the micro-threads 40a,
40b have a triangular cross-section.

As can be appreciated by a person skilled 1n the art, the
embodiment described above, and shown 1n FIGS. 2-7, 1s
only one embodiment of the present invention. The micro-
threads 40a, 405 may be present in any number, take any
shape, size, and cross-section, and be oriented 1n any direc-
tion within the helical groove 32 as long as they extend from
the root portion 39 into the helical groove 32 and act to
increase iriction when the connector 10 1s threaded into a
mating connector 14 as will be described later.

The micro-threads 40a, 4050 may extend from a first end
42 to a second end 44 at any angle a with respect to an axis
46 extending along the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20
from the distal end 16 of the body 12 to the proximal end 18
of the body 12. The angle a may be greater than or equal to
0° and less than 180°. For example, the micro-threads 40aq,
400 may extend i1n the axial direction within the helical
groove 32 such that they are parallel to the axis 46, 1.e., at
0°, and substantially perpendicular to the helical b 30.

The micro-threads 40a, 405 may have any suitable cross-
section, including but not limited to, triangular, rounded,
square, rectangular, and trapezoidal.

The micro-threads 40aq, 400 may extend any suitable
distance around the circumierence of the external surface 28
of the sidewall 20 from a short distance of only a few
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degrees around the sidewall 20 to the full distance, 360°,
around the circumiference of the sidewall 20.

The micro-threads 40a, 405 may have an axial width that
1s substantially smaller than the axial width of the root
portion 39 of the external thread 26, an axial width that 1s
nearly equal to the axial width of the root portion 39 of the
external thread 26, or an axial width that lies between.

The maximum radial height of any portion of the micro-
threads 40a, 4056 from the external surface 28 of the sidewall
20 1s less than the maximum height of any portion of the
helical rib 30a, 305 from the external surface 28 of the
sidewall 20.

In addition, the radial height of the micro-threads 40a,
405 from the exterior surface 28 of the sidewall 20 may taper

circumierentially from the first end 42 to the second end 44.
Accordingly, the radial height of the micro-threads 40a, 4056
may decrease from the first end 42 to the second end 44 such
that the thunner or smaller portion of the micro-thread 40a,

406 1s oriented on the higher side of the helix angle defined
by the external threads 26. Thus, the first end 42 of the
micro-thread 40a, 406 may form a sidewall while the second
end 44 of the micro-thread 40a, 406 may be nearly tlush with
the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20.

As shown 1 FIGS. 2-7, at least one stop 48 may be
superimposed over a portion of the proximal-most end 50 of
at least one of the helical ribs 30. The stop 48 comprises a
number of portions separated by gaps 1n which the helical rib
30 1s visible. Each portion of the stop 48 extends radially
outward from the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20 and
comprises a top surface 52, an outer wall 54 that extends
from the top surface 52 to the proximal end 18 of the body
12 of the connector 10, a first side 56, and a second side 58.
The first end 60 of the stop 48 1s adjacent the proximal-most
end 50 of one of the helical ribs 30 and the stop 48 1is
generally disposed within the proximal-most end 68 of the
helical groove 32.

The top surface 52 of each portion of the stop 48 1s angled
away from the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20 toward
the proximal end 18 of the body 12 such that the axial height
ol the portion of the stop 48 from the top surface 52 adjacent
the sidewall 20 to the proximal end 18 of the body 12 1s
greater than the axial height of the portion of the stop 48
from the top surface 52 adjacent the outer wall 34 of the
portion of the stop 48 to the proximal end 18 of the body 12.
In the embodiment shown 1n FIGS. 2-8, the top surface 52
of each portion of the stop 48 extends from the external
surface 28 of the sidewall 20 at an approximately 45° angle.

The outer wall 54 of each portion of the stop 48 extends
from the top surface 52 of the portion of the stop 48 to the
proximal end 18 of the body 12 at any suitable angle. In the
embodiment shown 1n FIGS. 2-7, the outer wall 54 of each
portion of the stop 48 extends from the top surface 52 of the
portion of the stop 48 to the proximal end 18 of the body 12
such that the outer wall 54 1s substantially parallel to the
external surface 28 of the sidewall 20. This results 1n the first
side 56 and the second side 58 of each portion of the stop 48
having a trapezoidal shape in the illustrated embodiment.

The stop 48 may alternatively be a single body in which
the portions shown in the figures are continuously connected
to form the single body.

While the stop 48 has been described and 1s shown 1n the
figures as having portions or a single body with an angled
top surface 52 and trapezoidal sides 56, 38, 1t can be
appreciated by a person skilled 1n the art that the stop 48 may
take any overall shape as long as 1t extends radially from the
external surface 28 of the sidewall 20.
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The portions of the stop 48, or the body 12 of the stop 48,
if 1t 1s a single body, may have a circumierential taper such
that the maximum radial height of the first end 60 of the stop
48 from the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20 1s greater
than the maximum radial height of the second end 62 of the
stop 48 from the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20. Thus,
the outer walls 54 of the portions of the stop 48, or the outer
wall 54 of the stop 48, 11 1t 1s a single body, forms a wedge
shape 1n the circumierential direction. For example, the first
end 60 of the stop 48 may form a sidewall while the second
end 62 of the stop 48 may be substantially flush with the
external surface 28 of the sidewall 20.

The maximum axial height of the top surface 52 of the
portions of the stop 48, or the top surface of the stop 48, i
it 1s a single body, from the proximal end 18 of the body 12,
may taper from the first end 60 of the stop 48 to the second
end 62 of the stop 48. The maximum axial height of the top
surfaces 52 of the portions of the stop 48, or the top surface
of the stop 48, 11 1t 1s a single body, from the proximal end
18 of the body 12 at the first end 60 of the stop 48, 1s greater
than the maximum axial height of the top surfaces 52 of the
portions of the stop 48, or the top surface of the stop 48, it
it 1s a single body, from the proximal end 18 of the body 12
at the second end 62 of the stop 48. This results 1n the top
surfaces 52 of the portions of the stop 48, or the top surface
ol the stop 48, 11 1t 15 a single body, forming a wedge shape
in the axial direction.

The connector 10 1s configured to be secured to and mate
with a mating connector 14 that includes a body 72 having
a distal end 74, a proximal end 76, and a generally cylin-
drical sidewall 78 extending between the distal end 74 and
the proximal end 76 and defining a central lumen 80. The
mating connector 14 may be a male luer-lock connector,
although other suitable mating connectors may be utilized.
The proximal end 76 of the body 72 of the mating connector
14 may be attached directly to a first fluid container or may
extend from an additional connection portion that connects
directly to the fluid container to provide a fluid connection
between the first fluid container and the central lumen 80 of
the body 72 of the mating connector 14. In the embodiment
shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 7, the body 72 of the mating connector
14 extends from a syringe such as the one shown 1n FIG. 1.

The body 72 of the mating connector 14 includes internal
threads 84 extending radially outward from the internal
surface 86 of the sidewall 78 and proceeding in a spiral
fashion from the distal end 74 to proximal end 76 of the body
72. In the embodiment shown, the body 72 includes two
internal threads 84, although one or more threads may be
provided. The internal threads 84 each comprise tlank por-
tions 92, 94, a crest portion 96, and a root portion 97. The
crest portion 96 and the flank portions 92, 94 together define
a helical r1ib 88 and the root portion 97 and the flank portions
92, 94 together define a helical groove 90. The crest portion
96 of the internal threads 84 extends radially a distance from
the internal surface 86 of the sidewall 78. The helical rib 88
may have any suitable cross-sectional shape, imncluding but
not limited to, square, rounded, and trapezoidal. The internal
threads 84 are shaped and sized to engage the external
threads 26 of the connector 10 so that the body 72 of the
mating connector 14 can be threaded onto the body 12 of the
connector 10 and tightened to form the connection.

In the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 7, the helical ribs 88
have a generally trapezoidal cross-section with the crest
portion 96 a distance from the internal surface 86 of the
sidewall 78 and substantially parallel to the internal surface
86 of the sidewall 78. The two flank portions 92, 94 extend
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86 of the sidewall 78. The angle between the flank portions
92, 94 and the root portion 97 1s greater than 90° as 1s the
angle between the flank portions 92, 94 and the crest portion
96. The shape of the helical groove 90 1s defined by the tlank
portions 92, 94 and the root portion 97 of the internal threads
84. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 7, the helical groove
90 has a trapezoidal shape.

When a user of the connector 10 desires to make the
connection, the mating connector 14 1s threaded onto the
connector 10, such that the internal threads 84 of the mating
connector 14 engage the external threads 26 of the connector
10. As the user continues to advance the mating connector
14 onto the connector 10, the micro-threads 40a, 4056 of the
connector 10 engage the internal threads 84 of the mating
connector 14 resulting in increased Iriction between the
connector 10 and the mating connector 14. The user must
then apply increased torque to continue to advance the
mating connector 14 onto the connector 10. This provides an
indication to the user that the connection 1s being made and
that the connection i1s being tightened. The Iriction may
continue to increase as the mating connector 14 1s advanced
onto the connector 10 when the internal threads 84 of the
mating connector 14 contact additional micro-threads 40a,
4056 until the distal-most end of the threads 84 of the mating
connector 14 contact the stop 48 at the proximal end 18 of
the body 12 of the connector 10. As the user continues to
apply torque to the mating connector 14, the distal-most end
of the iternal thread 84 of the mating connector 14 1is
increasingly engaged 1in a wedging manner by the stop 48.

As will be appreciated by a person skilled in the art, the
number, size, shape, and orientation of the micro-threads
40a, 405 1s chosen to provide the desired amount of friction
during connection and, 1f desired, chosen to increase or
decrease the additional friction that 1s provided as the mating
connector 14 1s advanced onto the connector 10. The friction
provided 1s directly proportional to the surface area of the
micro-thread 40a, 405 that contacts the helical rib 88 of the
internal thread 84 of the mating connector 14 as the mating
connector 14 1s advanced onto the connector 10. Thus, by
increasing the number, circumiferential length, axial length,
and/or the radial height from the external surface 28 of the
sidewall 20 of the micro-threads 40a, 4056 as their distance
from the distal end 16 of the body 12 increases, the friction
between the mating connector 14 and the connector 10 can
be gradually increased as the mating connector 14 1s
advanced onto the connector 10. This gives the user a feeling
that the connection 1s constantly getting tighter and helps to
avoid over-tightening of the connection.

Also, providing the micro-threads 40a, 406 with a cir-
cumierential taper of the radial height of the micro-thread
40a, 405 from the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20, 1.e.,
a decrease 1n radial height from the first end 42 to the second
end 44 of the micro-thread 40a, 4056, acts to resist discon-
nection of the connector 10 with the mating connector 14.
The circumierential taper from the first end 42 of the
micro-thread 40a, 405 to the second end 44 of micro-thread
40a, 4006 allows the internal threads 84 of the mating
connector 14 to advance over the micro-thread 40a, 405 as
the mating connector 14 1s threaded onto the connector 10
and first contacts the second end 44 of the micro-thread 40a,
405. However, the first end 42 of the micro-thread 404a, 405,
which takes the form of a sidewall that extends from the
exterior surface 28 of the sidewall 20 of the body 12 of the
connector 10, acts as a barb to resist disconnection. In other
words, the second end 44 of the micro-thread 40a, 406 may
be about flush with the sidewall 20 of the body 12, which

allows the mating connector 14 to be threaded onto the
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connector 10. The micro-thread 40a, 4056 increases 1n radial
height as it extends circumierentially from the second end
44 to the first end 42 of the micro-thread 40q, 405 such that
the first end 42 defines a sidewall that will engage and bite
into the internal threads 84 of the mating connector 14 11 a

user attempts to unthread the mating connector 14 from the
connector 10.

Thus, the engagement of both the micro-threads 40a, 405
and the stop 48 of the connector 10 with the mternal threads
84 of the mating connector 14 results in increased friction as
the mating connector 14 1s advanced onto the connector 10.
This increased Iriction and corresponding increase 1n torque
to make the connection provide an indication to the user that
the connection between the connector 10 and the mating
connector 14 1s being secured. The increased feeling of
tightness that 1s transferred to the user encourages the user
to tighten and discourages the user from over-tightening of
the connection which can result 1n breakage of the mating
connector 14 or the connector 10. In addition, the increased
friction and optional circumierential taper of the micro-
threads 40a, 406 make the connection more resistant to
disconnection than a connection that merely utilizes corre-
sponding internal and external threads and the inherent
frictional properties of the material.

While the discussion and figures have described the
micro-threads 40a, 406 and the stop 48 in conjunction with
the body 12 of the connector 10, 1t can be appreciated by a
person skilled 1n the art that the same result may be achieved
in the same manner by incorporating the micro-threads 40aq,
406 and the stop 48 1nto the threaded portion of the mating
connector 14.

Referring to FIGS. 8-10, a further embodiment of a
connector 100 for fluidly connecting a first fluid container to
a second fluid container 1s shown. The connector 100 is
similar to the connector 10 shown i FIGS. 2-7 and
described above except for the differences described below.
Like reference numerals will be used for like elements.
Rather than providing the micro-threads 40a, 405, the con-
nector 100 includes protrusions 102a, 1026 positioned on
the crest portions 38 of the external threads 26. The protru-
sions 102a, 1025 each include a body 106 having a first end
108 and a second end 110. The body 106 of each protrusion
1024, 1025) extends radially outward from the crest portions
38 of the external threads 26 of the connector 100 and
defines a generally teardrop-shaped circumierence. The first
end 108 of each protrusion 102a, 1025 defines an end wall
112 that extends about perpendicular from the crest portions
38 of the external threads 26. The end wall 112 of each
protrusion 102a, 1025 1s generally planar and semi-spherical
or semi-elliptical in shape, although other suitable shapes for
the end wall 112 may be utilized. In particular, the end wall
112 may have a shape defined by a circular segment, 1.¢., a
portion of a circle that 1s cut off from the rest of the circle
by a secant and excluding the circle’s center. Each protru-
sion 102a, 1025 defines an exterior surface 114 that 1s
curved or arc-shaped. The body 106 of each protrusion 102a,
1025 tapers 1n a radial and longitudinal direction. Accord-
ingly, the first end 108 of the body 106 of each protrusion
102a, 1026 has a radial height that 1s larger than at the
second end 110 of the body 106. Further, the first end 108
of the body 106 1s wider in a longitudinal direction of the
connector 100 than at the second end 110 of the body 106.

The connector 100 also includes protrusions 104a, 1045,
104¢ positioned on the sidewall 20 or root portion 39 of the
body 12 of the connector 100. The protrusions 104a, 1045
cach include a body 116 having a first end 118 and a second
end 120. The body 116 of each protrusion 104a, 1045, 104¢
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extends radially outward from the sidewall 20 and defines a
generally teardrop-shaped circumierence. The first end 118

of each protrusion 104a, 1045, 104¢ defines an end wall 122

that extends about perpendicular from the sidewall 20 of the
connector 100. The end wall 122 of each protrusion 104a,
10456, 104c¢ 1s generally planar and semi-spherical or semi-
clliptical 1n shape, although other suitable shapes for the end
wall 122 may be utilized. In particular, the end wall 122 may
have a shape defined by a circular segment, 1.e., a portion of
a circle that 1s cut off from the rest of the circle by a secant
and excluding the circle’s center. Each protrusion 104a,
1045, 104¢ defines an exterior surface 124 that 1s curved or

arc-shaped. The body 116 of each protrusion 104a, 1045,
104¢ tapers 1n a radial and longitudinal direction. Accord-

ingly, the first end 118 of the body 116 of each protrusion
104a, 1045, 104¢ has a radial height that 1s larger than at the
second end 120 of the body 116. Further, the first end 118 of

the body 116 1s wider 1 a longitudinal direction of the
connector 100 than at the second end 120 of the body 116.
The protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 1045, 104¢ are gen-

erally aligned with each other 1n a longitudinal direction of
the connector 100. The protrusions 102a, 1026 have a
circumierential length that 1s larger than a circumierential
length of the protrusions 104a, 1045, 104¢. Further, the
connector 100 1s shown with two protrusions 102a, 1025 on
the crest portion 38 of the external threads 26 and three
protrusions 104a, 1045, 104¢ on the sidewall 20. However,
the connector 100 may be provided with one or more of each
of the protrusions 102a, 104a. In particular, the connector
100 may only include the protrusions 102a, 1026 on the
crest portion 38 of the external threads 26 or may only
include the protrusions 104a, 1045, 104¢ on the sidewall 20.
Further, the connector 100 may 1nclude one or more sets of
protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 104H, 104¢ that are spaced
apart from each other around the circumiference of the
connector 100. In one embodiment, the connector includes
two sets of protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 1045, 104¢ with
one set positioned 180° from the other set around the
circumierence of the connector 100. A maximum radial
height of any portion of the protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a,
1045, 104¢ from the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20
or from the crest portion 38 of the external threads 26 1s less
than the maximum height of any portion of the helical rib
30a, 306 {from the external surface 28 of the sidewall 20,
although other suitable radial heights may be utilized.
When a user of the connector 100 desires to make the
connection, the mating connector 14 1s threaded onto the
connector 100 1n the same manner as described above 1n
connection with the connector 10 shown 1n FIGS. 2-7. As the
user advances the mating connector 14 onto the connector
100, the protrusions 102qa, 1025, 104a, 1045, 104¢ engage
the internal threads 84 of the mating connector 14 resulting
in increased Iriction between the connector 100 and the
mating connector 14. The user must then apply increased
torque to continue to advance the mating connector 14 onto
the connector 100. This provides an 1ndication to the user
that the connection 1s being made and that the connection 1s
bemg tightened. As will be appreciated by a person skilled
in the art, the number, size, shape, and orientation of the
protrusions 102q, 10256, 104a, 1045, 104¢ 1s chosen to

provide the desired amount of friction during connection
and, 1t desired, chosen to increase or decrease the additional
friction that i1s provided as the mating connector 14 1is
advanced onto the connector 100. The friction provided is
directly proportional to the surface area of the protrusions

1024, 1025, 1044, 10456, 104¢ that contacts the helical rib 88
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of the internal thread 84 of the mating connector 14 as the
mating connector 14 1s advanced onto the connector 100.

Providing the protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 1045, 104c¢
with a circumiferential taper of the radial height of the
protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 1045, 104¢ from the external
surface 28 of the sidewall 20, 1.¢., a decrease 1n radial height
from the first end 108, 118 to the respective second end 110,
120 of the protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 1045, 104c¢, acts to
resist disconnection of the connector 100 with the mating
connector 14. The circumierential taper from the first end
108, 118 of the protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 1045, 104¢ to
the respective second end 110, 120 of the protrusions 102a,
1025, 104q, 1045, 104¢ allows the internal threads 84 of the
mating connector 14 to advance over the protrusions 102a,
10256, 104a, 104H, 104¢c as the mating connector 14 1s
threaded onto the connector 100 and first contacts the second
ends 110, 120 of the protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 1045,
104¢c. However, the first ends 108, 118 of the protrusions
102a, 1025, 1044a, 1045, 104¢, which defines respective end
walls 112, 122, acts as a barb to resist disconnection.

While the discussion and figures have described the
protrusions 102a, 1025, 104a, 1045, 104¢ 1n conjunction
with the connector 100, 1t can be appreciated by a person
skilled 1n the art that the same result may be achueved in the
same manner by icorporating the protrusions 102a, 1025,
104a, 104b, 104¢ 1nto the threaded portion of the mating
connector 14.

While this disclosure has been described as having exem-
plary designs, the present disclosure can be turther modified
within the spirit and scope of this disclosure. This applica-
tion 1s therefore mtended to cover any variations, uses, or
adaptations of the disclosure using 1ts general principles.
Further, this application 1s intended to cover such departures
from the present disclosure as come within known or
customary practice 1n the art to which this disclosure per-
tains and which fall within the limits of the appended claims.

The 1invention claimed 1is:

1. A medical connector comprising:

a medical connector body having a distal end configured
to connect to a first fluid container, a proximal end
configured to connect to a second fluid container, and
a sidewall extending between the distal end and the
proximal end;

a helical thread extending radially outward from a surface
of the sidewall and comprising a crest portion, flank
portions, and a root portion, the flank portions connect-
ing the root portion to the crest portion; and

at least one micro-thread extending radially outward from
the surface of the sidewall, at least a portion of the
micro-thread spaced apart from the helical thread,

wherein a radial height of at least one end of the at least
one micro-thread tapers 1n a circumierential direction
from a crest portion of the at least one micro-thread to

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

12

a root portion of the at least one micro-thread that 1s
substantially tflush with the sidewall of the medical
connector body.

2. The medical connector according to claim 1, wherein
an axial width of the at least one micro-thread 1s smaller than
an axial width of the root portion of the helical thread.

3. The medical connector according to claim 1, wherein a
radial height of the at least one micro-thread from the
surface of the sidewall is less than a radial height of the crest
portion of the helical thread from the surface of the sidewall.

4. The medical connector according to claim 1, wherein
the micro-thread extends around the circumference at an
angle with respect to an axis extending along the surface of
the sidewall from the distal end of the medical connector
body to the proximal end of the medical connector body that
1s greater than or equal to 0° and less than 180°.

5. The medical connector according to claim 4, wherein
the angle 1s equal to a helix angle of the helical thread.

6. The medical connector according to claim 1, further
comprising a stop extending radially outward from the
surface of the sidewall at the proximal end of the connector.

7. The medical connector according to claim 6, wherein
the stop comprises a plurality of portions separated by gaps.

8. The medical connector according to claim 7, wherein
the portions comprise a top surface, an outer wall, a first
side, and a second side.

9. The medical connector according to claim 6, wherein a
radial height of the stop from the surface of the sidewall
tapers circumierentially from a first end to a second end of
the stop such that the first end of the stop has a radial height
from the surface of the sidewall that 1s larger than a radial
height of the second end from the surface of the sidewall.

10. The medical connector according to claim 6, wherein
a maximum axial height of the stop from the proximal end
of the medical connector body tapers circumierentially from
a 1irst end to a second end of the stop such that the first end
of the stop has a maximum axial height from the proximal
end of the medical connector body that 1s larger than a
maximum axial height of the second end from the proximal
end of the medical connector body.

11. The medical connector according to claim 6, wherein
the stop 1s at a proximal-most end of the helical thread.

12. The medical connector according to claim 1, further
comprising a mating connector mcluding a body having a
distal end, a proximal end, and a sidewall extending between
the distal end and the proximal end, and a helical thread
extending radially outward from a surface of the sidewall,
the helical thread of the mating connector adapted to engage
the helical thread of the connector.
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