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(57) ABSTRACT

The embodiments herein provide a device for sealing an
interface having an opening for a wire to pass through the
interface. A pair of sealing blocks may be used where one
block contains a protrusion and the opposing block contains
a recess. The protrusion and recess preferably have an apex
with a round having approximately the same dimension as
the radius of the wire. A pair of posts may be positioned on
opposing sides of the opeming. One sealing block may
contain an aperture for accepting one of the posts while the
second sealing block may contain an aperture for accepting
the opposing post. The posts may be threaded so that they
can accept a threaded fastener. Exemplary embodiments
may utilize mounting plates which may contain a flange
such that squeezing the opposing flanges together can cause
inward forces on the sealing blocks.

17 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
WIRE PASS THROUGH DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. patent applica-

tion Ser. No. 14/746,2°71 filed on Jun. 22, 2015, which 1s a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/569,753
filed on Aug. 8, 2012, now U.S. Pat. No. 9,065,259 1ssued
on Jun. 23, 2015. Both aforementioned applications are
incorporated by reference as if fully recited herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Embodiments generally relate to a device for sealing an
interface, through which wires must pass.

BACKGROUND OF THE ART

In various electrical devices, there 1s frequently a need to
pass wiring through an interface (sometimes a plate, the wall
of a housing, or any other surface through which wires must
pass). Sensitive electronic components may be placed within
a sealed or waterproof portion of the device while sensors,
tans, encoders, pumps, or other devices may be 1n electrical
communication with these components and they might be
positioned 1n places which are subject to harsher environ-
mental conditions. As the wiring passes through the sealed
or waterprool portion and enters the harsher environmental
portion, 1t may be desirable to prohibit water, dust, dirt, or

other contaminates from passing into the protected portion
of the device.

SUMMARY OF THE EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments herein provide a device for sealing an
interface having an opening for a wire to pass through the
interface. A pair of sealing blocks may be used where one
block contains a protrusion and the opposing block contains
a recess. The protrusion and recess preferably have an apex
with a round having approximately the same dimension as
the radius of the wire. A pair of posts may be positioned on
opposing sides ol the opeming. One sealing block may
contain an aperture for accepting one of the posts while the
second sealing block may contain an aperture for accepting
the opposing post. The posts may be threaded so that they
can accept a threaded fastener.

Exemplary embodiments may utilize mounting plates
which may contain a flange such that squeezing the oppos-
ing flanges together can cause inward forces on the sealing
blocks. Some mounting plates may contain backing plates
which align with the outer edges of the sealing blocks so as
to further increase the mward force of the mounting plate
onto the sealing blocks.

The foregoing and other features and advantages of the
present invention will be apparent from the following more
detailed description of the particular embodiments, as 1llus-
trated in the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A better understanding of an exemplary embodiment will
be obtained from a reading of the following detailed descrip-
tion and the accompanying drawings wherein identical ret-
erence characters refer to identical parts and 1n which:
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FIG. 1 1s a partially exploded perspective view of the
sealing blocks prior to being positioned on the posts.

FIG. 2 1s a top planar view of the sealing blocks and their
interaction with the wiring.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of the blocks after being
placed on the posts and showing the location of Detail A.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective detailed view of Detail A.

FIG. § 1s an exploded perspective view of one embodi-
ment for assembling an exemplary embodiment of the
device.

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
alter installing fasteners through the flanges of the mounting
plates.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
alter installing fasteners through the top surface of the
mounting plates and into threaded posts.

FIG. 8 1s a top planar view of the optional draft angles for
the rounded protrusions and rounded recesses 1n a preferred
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The invention 1s described more fully heremafter with

reference to the accompanying drawings, in which exem-
plary embodiments of the invention are shown. This inven-
tion may, however, be embodied 1n many different forms and
should not be construed as limited to the exemplary embodi-
ments set forth herein. Rather, these embodiments are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the scope of the mvention to those
skilled 1n the art. In the drawings, the size and relative sizes
of layers and regions may be exaggerated for clanty.
The terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and 1s not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are itended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used 1n this specification, specily the
presence ol stated features, integers, steps, operations, ele-
ments, and/or components, but do not preclude the presence
or addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

Embodiments of the mnvention are described herein with
reference to 1illustrations that are schematic illustrations of
idealized embodiments (and intermediate structures) of the
invention. As such, variations from the shapes of the 1llus-
trations as a result, for example, of manufacturing tech-
niques and/or tolerances, are to be expected. Thus, embodi-
ments of the mvention should not be construed as limited to
the particular shapes of regions 1llustrated herein but are to
include deviations 1n shapes that result, for example, from
manufacturing.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill 1n the art to
which this invention belongs. It will be further understood
that terms, such as those defined 1n commonly used diction-
aries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant
art and will not be interpreted in an idealized or overly
formal sense unless expressly so defined herein.

FIG. 1 1s a partially exploded perspective view of the
sealing blocks 500 and 600 prior to being positioned on the
posts 350. In this view, the wiring 400 1s exiting a cavity 20
through the interface 200 by passing through an opening

100. At least one pair of posts 50 are positioned on opposing
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sides of the opening 100. Each of the sealing blocks 500 and
600 preferably contain apertures 75 which are sized and
positioned to accept a post 50.

FIG. 2 1s a top planar view of the sealing blocks 500 and
600 and their interaction with the wiring 400. Here, three
different diameters or wiring are shown varying from the
smallest diameter wire 400A to the largest diameter wire
400C. In this embodiment, the first sealing block 500
contains rounded protrusions 501 while the second sealing
block 600 contains rounded recesses 601. Preferably, the
rounded recesses 601 are sized to be able to at least partially
accept the rounded protrusions 3501. Both the rounded
recesses 601 and the rounded protrusions 301 should contain
a round 602/502 at the apex 650/350 of the recess/round that
closely matches the radius dimension of the wiring 400A -
400C. In a preferred embodiment, the round 502 on the
protrusion 501 1s approximately 5% larger than the radius of
the wire and the round 602 on the recess 601 1s approxi-
mately 5% smaller than the radius of the wire. Further, in
some embodiments the width of the protrusion 501 1s
approximately 5% larger than the width of the recess 601.

FIG. 3 15 a perspective view of the blocks 500 and 600
alter being placed on the posts 530 and showing the location
of Detail A. As the apertures 75 accept the posts 30, the
recesses 601 of the second sealing block 600 may accept the
protrusions 301 of the first sealing block 500. FIG. 4 1s a
perspective detailed view of Detail A. As shown, preferably
the round 602 of the recess 601 surrounds at least a first
portion of the wire 400A. Also preferably the round 502 of
the protrusion 501 surrounds at least a second portion of the
wire 400A. In a preferred embodiment, the rounds 602 and
502 each preferably surround approximately half of the
wire’s circumierence.

FIG. 5 1s an exploded perspective view of one embodi-
ment for assembling an exemplary embodiment of the
device. Here, the first sealing block 500 contains a substan-
tially planar top surface 503 and a substantially planar side
surface 504 which 1s substantially perpendicular to the top
surface 503. Similarly, the second sealing block 600 con-
tains a substantially planar top surface 603 and a substan-
tially planar side surface 604 which 1s substantially perpen-
dicular to the top surface 603. In this embodiment, a first
mounting plate 700 1s substantially planar and adapted to fit
atop the top surface 303 of the first sealing block. Similarly,
a second mounting plate 750 1s substantially planar and
adapted to fit atop the top surface 603 of the second sealing
block 600.

In one embodiment, the first mounting plate 700 contains
at least one aperture 705 which may be aligned with the
apertures 75 in the first sealing block 500. Similarly, the
second mounting plate 750 contains at least one aperture 755
which may be aligned with the apertures 75 1n the second
sealing block 600. To secure these mounting plates and the
sealing blocks, the posts 50 may be threaded and fasteners
may be inserted through the apertures 705 in the first
mounting plate 700, through the apertures 75 1n the first
sealing block 500, and tightened into the posts 50. Similarly,
fasteners may be inserted through the apertures 7535 in the
second mounting plate 750, through the apertures 75 1n the
second sealing block 600, and tightened into the posts 50.

Optionally, at least one flange 702 may extend substan-
tially perpendicularly from the top surface 701 of the first
mounting plate 700. Also optionally, at least one flange 752
may extend substantially perpendicularly from the top sur-
tace 751 of the second mounting plate 750. These flanges
702 and 752 may be squeezed together in any number of
ways to tighten the sealing blocks against the wiring. The
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flanges may be squeezed by clamps, fasteners tightening
into apertures in the tlanges, machine screws/bolts with nuts,
or similar. An exemplary embodiment may also contain an
additional flange 703 on the first mounting plate 700 and an
additional flange 753 on the second mounting plate.

In a preferred embodiment, the first mounting plate 700
also 1ncludes a backing plate 704 extending downward and
substantially perpendicularly from the top surface 701.
Similarly, the second mounting plate 750 would also include
a backing plate 754 extending downward and substantially
perpendicularly from the top surface 751. When utilizing the
optional backing plate 704, 1t may be preferable to provide
an outside edge 504 on the first sealing block 500 which
extends substantially perpendicularly from the top surface
503. Similarly, when utilizing the optional backing plate
754, 1t may be preferable to provide an outside edge 604 on
the second sealing block 600 which extends substantially
perpendicularly from the top surface 603. During assembly
of this embodiment, the backing plates 704/754 can be
positioned adjacent to the outside edges 504/604 such that
when the two mounting plates 700/750 are squeezed
together there 1s an inward force applied by the backing
plates 704/754 onto the sealing blocks 500/600 so as to
provide a tighter seal with the wiring.

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
after installing fasteners 800 through the flanges of the
mounting plates. Here, a nut 801 has been positioned
opposite the fasteners 800 so that rotation of the fastener 800
within the nut 801 causes the flanges to squeeze together.

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
alter 1nstalling fasteners 900 through the top surface of the
mounting plates and into threaded posts.

The sealing blocks can be any number of materials, but
would preferably be a softer plastic, rubber, or elastomeric
material. An exemplary embodiment may utilize rubber
having a durometer between 40 A-60 A. The mounting
plates can be any number of rigid materials, but would
preferably be a metallic, plastic, or composite material.

FIG. 8 1s a top planar view of the optional drait angles for
the rounded protrusions 501 and rounded recesses 601 1n a
preferred embodiment. Taking the rounded protrusion 501
for example, as the portion 510 extends outward from the
body of the sealing block there 1s a point 511 just before the
round 3502 begins. Sumilarly for the rounded recess 601, as
the portion 610 extends into the body of the sealing block
there 1s a point 611 just before the round 602 begins. From
here, an 1maginary line 1s drawn from the point 611 to the
tangent point 401 of the wire 400C. Similarly, an imaginary
line 1s drawn from the point 511 to the tangent point 401 of
the wire 400C.

To create the draft angle for the protrusion 501 1n a
preferred embodiment, the imaginary line between the
points 511/401 1s rotated outwardly about the tangent point
401. To create the draft angle for the recess 601 in a
preferred embodiment, the imaginary line between the
points 611/401 1s rotated outwardly about the point 611. The
amount of outward rotation can be measured 1n degrees,
where a preferred amount of drait would be 1-15 degrees,
with an exemplary embodiment having a draft angle
between approximately 4-6 degrees. It 1s preferred that the
portions 510 are drafted with a similar angle (1.¢. so that they
are approximately symmetrical about the centerline of this
top planar view). Similarly, 1t 1s preferred that the portions
610 are drafted with a similar angle. Finally, it may also be
preferable that both portions 510 and 610 have the same
approximate draft angle.
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Having shown and described a preferred embodiment of
the invention, those skilled in the art will realize that many
variations and modifications may be made to affect the
described invention and still be within the scope of the
claimed invention. Additionally, many of the elements indi-
cated above may be altered or replaced by different elements
which will provide the same result and fall within the spirit
of the claimed invention. It 1s the intention, therefore, to
limit the mmvention only as indicated by the scope of the
claims.

We claim:
1. A device for sealing an interface having an opening for
a wire to pass through the interface, the device comprising:

a first sealing block having a body portion and a first
protrusion that extends outwardly from the body por-
tion of the first sealing block, the {first protrusion
comprised of two points and a concave recess formed
between the two points, the concave recess sized to
surround a first portion of the wire;

a second sealing block having a body portion with a recess
extending mmwardly 1nto the body portion of the second
sealing block, the recess 1n the second sealing block
sized to surround a second portion of the wire; and

wherein the recess 1n the second sealing block accepts the
first protrusion 1in the first sealing block.

2. The sealing device of claim 1, wherein:

the first protrusion extends outwardly from a front surface
of the body portion; and

the two points extend substantially in line with one
another and along an axis extending substantially par-
allel with the front surface of the first sealing block.

3. The sealing device of claim 1 wherein:

the first portion of the wire 1s approximately half the
circumference of the wire; and

the second portion of the wire 1s approximately half the
circumierence of the wire.

4. The sealing device of claim 1 wherein:

the first protrusion of the first sealing block 1s adapted to
fit at least partially within the recess of the second
sealing block.

5. The sealing device of claim 1 further comprising:

a first mounting plate adapted to fit over the first sealing
block and having a top surface with a flange extending
from the top surface; and

a second mounting plate adapted to fit over the second
sealing block and having a top surface with a flange
extending from the top surface.

6. The sealing device of claim 5 further comprising:

a means for squeezing the flanges together.

7. The sealing device of claim 3 further comprising:

an aperture 1n each flange; and

a threaded fastener adapted to fit within each aperture and
draw the two flanges together when rotated within the
aperture.

8. The sealing device of claim 3 further comprising:

an aperture in each flange;

a nut aligned with the apertures in each flange; and

a threaded fastener adapted to pass through the apertures
and thread into the nut.

9. The sealing device of claim 5 further comprising:

an aperture on the top surface of the first mounting plate
and aligned with the aperture in the first sealing block;
and

an aperture on the top surface of the second mounting
plate and aligned with the aperture in the second
sealing block.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

10. The sealing device of claim 9 further comprising:

fasteners adapted to pass through the apertures in the
mounting plates and sealing blocks; and

posts located on the interface configured to receive the
fasteners.

11. A device for sealing an interface having an opening for

a wire 1o pass through the interface, the device comprising:

a first sealing block having a body portion and a first
protrusion that extends outwardly from the body por-
tion of the first sealing block, the first protrusion
comprised of two points and a concave recess formed
between the two points, the concave recess sized to
approximately the same radius as the wire;

a second sealing block having a body portion with a recess
extending inwardly into the body portion of the second
sealing block, the recess in the second sealing block
sized to approximately the same radius as the wire;

a first and second post located on the interface below the
first and second sealing blocks, respectively, each of
said posts configured to receive a fastener sized to pass
through the sealing blocks and into the posts;

wherein the recess 1n the second sealing block accepts the
first protrusion in the first sealing block.

12. The sealing device of claim 11 wherein:

the sealing blocks are comprised of rubber.

13. The sealing device of claim 11 further comprising:

a first mounting plate adapted to fit over the first sealing
block and having a top surface with a flange extending
upward from the top surface;

a second mounting plate adapted to fit over the second
sealing block and having a top surface with a flange
extending upward from the top surface; and

a means for squeezing the flanges together.

14. The sealing device of claim 13 further comprising;:

a substantially planar top surface on each sealing block;

a substantially planar edge surface on each sealing block
which extends substantially perpendicularly from the
top surface; and

a backing plate on each of the mounting plates which
extends downward and substantially perpendicular to
the top surface of the mounting plate, where the back-
ing plates are positioned adjacent to the edge surfaces
of the sealing blocks.

15. The sealing device of claim 13 wherein the means for

squeezing the flanges together comprises

an aperture in each flange;

a nut aligned with the apertures 1n each flange; and

a threaded fastener adapted to pass through the apertures
and thread into the nut.

16. The sealing device of claam 11, wherein the first
sealing block 1s further comprised of a second protrusion
that extends outwardly from the body portion of the first
sealing block, the second protrusion comprised of two points
and a concave recess formed between the two points, the
concave recess ol the second protrusion sized to surround a
first portion of a second wire having a different radius from
the wire for the first protrusion;

wherein the second sealing block 1s turther comprised of
a second recess extending inwardly into the body
portion of the second sealing block, the recess in the
second sealing block sized to surround a second portion
of the second wire; and

wherein the second recess in the second sealing block
accepts the second protrusion 1n the first sealing block.

17. The sealing device of claam 11, wherein the first
sealing block 1s further comprised of a second protrusion
that extends outwardly from the body portion of the first
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sealing block, the second protrusion comprised of two points
and a concave recess formed between the two points, the
concave recess ol the second protrusion sized to surround a
first portion of a second wire having a different radius from
the wire for the first protrusion; 5
wherein the second sealing block 1s further comprised of
a second recess extending imwardly into the body
portion of the second sealing block, the recess in the
second sealing block sized to surround a second portion
of the second wire; and 10
wherein the second recess 1n the second sealing block
accepts the second protrusion in the first sealing block.
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