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(57) ABSTRACT

Panels and panel assemblies include one or more transition
surface features that comprise or provide a transition gradi-
ent between a first surface feature and a second surface
feature. Surface feature types include surface texturing,
coloring, decoration, and so forth. Transition gradients pro-
gressively change one or more attributes of the surface
teature across the panel surface. Transition surface features
begin at a first degree of the attribute at an origin, such as a
point, line, or area of the panel or panel assembly, and
transition to a different degree while moving away from the
origin. Panel assemblies include a non-transitioning panel
having a first surface feature type, a non-transitioning panel
having a second surface feature type, and a transitioning
panel disposed between the non-transitioning panels and
having a transition surface feature that provides a transition
gradient between the first surface feature type and a second
surface feature type.

8 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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PANELS WITH TRANSITION SURFACE
FEATURE AND ASSEMBLIES AND
METHODS INCORPORATING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of priority to
U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/130,721, filed Mar. 10,
2015, entitled “TRANSITION EFFECT PANELS, ASSEM-

BLIES, AND METHODS,” the entire contents of which 1s
incorporated herein by specific reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

This disclosure relates to architectural panels and panel
assemblies, and to systems, methods, and devices mcorpo-

rating the same as decorative or functional elements 1n a
building space.

2. Relevant Technology

Recent trends 1n building design involve adding to the
functional and/or aesthetic characteristics of a given struc-
ture or design space by adding (e.g., mounting or placing)
one or more architectural panels thereto. Such panels (or set
of panels) can enhance the architectural and aesthetic appeal
or provide increased design flexibility, as compared to the
original structure. For instance, architectural panels may be
used to provide or replace conventional walls, backdrops,
barriers, or partitions, or to provide surface treatments for
the same, 1n order to adjust or improve the functional and/or
aesthetic characteristics of the space.

Architectural panels may also include a display surface
profile (or design), such as surface texturing or pattern, to
turther enhance the aesthetics of the design space. Like
conventional walls, the surface profile 1s applied across the
entire display surface of the panel 1n a uniform or consistent
manner. In addition, panels provided or utilized 1n sets of
two or more are manufactured with the same uniform
surface profile to provide a generally consistent surface
display feature across the panel surfaces. Other panel sys-
tems may provide variety to the design space by adding
panels of different uniform surface display features.

Such conventional panels and panel assemblies sufler
from a number of drawbacks. For example, a single panel
with uniform surface features lacks the variety that some
users may desire 1 a given implementation. Though a user
can attempt to provide the desired variety through other
decorative means, such as artwork, lighting fixtures, etc.,
spatial, functional and/or aesthetic design constraints may
limit or even prohibit the addition of variety-enhancing
decorative means. Additionally, the use of multiple panels,
each with a different, but uniform surface feature, or the use
of multiple panels with diflerent, non-related surface fea-
tures, can highlight the abrupt border where two or more of
the panels align 1n the design space, because the diflerent
surface features do not relate to each other 1n any particular
way. Such dramatic and abrupt transitions between adjacent
panels may be aesthetically and/or functionally undesirable
in certain design spaces.

Accordingly, there are a number of disadvantages in
conventional architectural panels and panel assemblies that
can be addressed.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Implementations of the present disclosure 1include archi-
tectural panels and panel assemblies, and systems, methods,
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2

and devices incorporating the same as decorative or func-
tional elements 1n a building space. The panels provide a
transition or transitioning surface feature and/or a progres-
sively changing, non-abrupt surface eflect. For example, one
or more 1implementations of the present disclosure include
an architectural panel including a front surface and a tran-
sition surface feature disposed on at least a portion of the
front surface. The transition surface feature 1s configured to
progressively change (e.g., transition or fade) from a first
design state at a first section of the panel (or front surface
thereol) to a second design state at a second section of the
panel (or front surface thereol) by passing through at least
one design transition gradient.

Some 1implementations include a multi-panel architectural
assembly including a first panel having a first surface feature
type and a second panel having a second surface feature
type. One or more of the first or second surface feature types
can comprise a transition surface feature configured to
progressively change from the first surface feature type to
the second surface feature type by passing through a tran-
sition gradient.

Some 1mplementations include a first panel having a first
surface feature type, a second panel having a second surface
feature type, and a transition panel positionable between the
first and second panels and having a transition surface
feature configured to progressively change from the first
surface feature type to the second surface feature type by
passing through a transition gradient.

Some 1implementations include a multi-panel architectural
assembly including a first panel having a first surface feature
type, a second panel having a second surface feature type, a
third panel having a third surface feature type, a first
transition panel positionable between the first and second
panels, and a second transition panel positionable between
the first and third panels, the first transition panel having a
transition surface feature configured to progressively change
from the first surface feature type to the second surface
feature type by passing through a transition gradient, and the
second transition panel having a transition surface feature
configured to progressively change from the first surface
feature type to the third surface feature type by passing
through a transition gradient. In some implementations, the
second surface feature type and the third surface feature type
are the same.

Some 1mplementations include a method of assembling
an architectural panel assembly including positioming a first
panel having a first surface feature type, positioning a
second panel having a second surface feature type, and
positioning a transition panel between the first and second
panels, the transition panel having a transition surface fea-
ture configured to provide a progressive transition from the
first surtace feature type to the second surface feature type
through a transition gradient.

Additional features and advantages of the implementa-
tions ol the present disclosure will be set forth in the
description which follows or may be learned by the practice
of such implementations. The features and advantages of
such 1mplementations may be realized and obtained by
means of the mstruments and combinations particularly
pointed out 1n the appended claims. These and other features
will become more fully apparent from the following descrip-
tion and appended claims, or may be learned by the practice
of such implementations as set forth hereimafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to describe the manner in which the above-recited
and other advantages and features of the disclosure can be
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obtained, a more particular description of the disclosure
briefly described above will be rendered by reference to

specific implementations thereof which are illustrated in the
appended drawings. Understanding that these drawings
depict only typical implementations of the disclosure and are
not therefore to be considered to be limiting of 1ts scope, the
disclosure will be described and explained with additional
specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying
drawings in which:

FIGS. 1-3 each illustrates a perspective view of a panel
having a transition surface feature in accordance with an
implementation of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 illustrates a facing view of a panel assembly in
accordance with an implementation of the present disclo-
SUre;

FI1G. 5 illustrates a perspective view of a panel having a
transition surface feature in accordance with still another
implementation of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 1llustrates a perspective view of a panel assembly
incorporating the panel of FIG. 5 in accordance with an
implementation of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7 illustrates a facing view ol a panel having a
transition surface feature in accordance with still another
implementation of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 1illustrates a perspective view of a panel having a
transition surface feature in accordance with still another
implementation of the present disclosure;

FI1G. 9 1llustrates a perspective view of a panel assembly
incorporating panels having a transition surface feature 1n
accordance with another implementation of the present
disclosure:

FIGS. 10A-10C each 1illustrate a perspective view of a
panel 1n accordance with an implementation of the present
disclosure; and

FIGS. 11 A-11H each illustrate a facing view of a panel in
accordance with an implementation of the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Conventional architectural panels typically include a uni-
form or consistent surface profile (or design) across the
entire display surface of the panel. Such panels sufler from
a lack of decorative variety that 1s often desirable 1n a design
space. Variety can be achieved by assembling together
panels having different surface display features, but the
difference between the surface features of adjacent panels
can highlight the abrupt borders or edges of the panels.
Implementations of the present disclosure, however, can
provide a progressive transition surface feature and/or a
progressively changing, non-abrupt surface eflect that
reduces abrupt surface changes within the display surface of
a single panel or between display surfaces or different
panels.

Before describing the present disclosure 1n turther detail,
it 1s to be understood that this disclosure 1s not limited to the
description of the particularly exemplified systems, meth-
ods, and/or products that may vary from one implementation
to the next. Thus, while certain implementations of the
present disclosure will be described 1n detail, with reference
to specific configurations, parameters, features (e.g., com-
ponents, members, elements, parts, and/or portions), etc., the
descriptions are 1illustrative and are not to be construed as
limiting the scope of the claimed invention. In addition, the
terminology used herein 1s for the purpose of describing the
implementations, and 1s not necessarily intended to limait the
scope of the claamed 1invention.
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Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific
terms used herein have the same meaning as commonly
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which the
present disclosure pertains.

Various aspects of the present disclosure, including sys-
tems, processes, and/or products may be illustrated with
reference to one or more embodiments or implementations,
which are exemplary in nature. As used herein, the terms
“embodiment” and “implementation” mean serving as an
example, imstance, or illustration, and should not necessarily
be construed as preferred or advantageous over other aspects
disclosed herein. In addition, reference to an “implementa-
tion” ol the present disclosure or invention includes a
specific reference to one or more embodiments thereof, and
vice versa, and 1s mtended to provide 1illustrative examples
without limiting the scope of the mvention, which 1s 1ndi-
cated by the appended claims rather than by the following
description. The term “systems” also contemplates devices,
apparatus, compositions, assemblies, kits, and so forth.
Similarly, the term “method” also contemplates processes,
procedures, steps, and so forth. Moreover, the term “prod-
ucts” also contemplates devices, apparatus, compositions,
assemblies, kits, and so forth.

As used throughout this application the words *“can”™ and
“may’” are used 1n a permissive sense (1.€., meaning having
the potential to), rather than the mandatory sense (i.e.,
meaning must). Additionally, the terms “including,” “hav-
ing,” “involving,” “containing,” “characterized by,” as well
as variants thereof (e.g., “includes,” “has,” and “involves,”
“contains,” etc.), and similar terms as used herein, including
the claims, shall be inclusive and/or open-ended, shall have
the same meaning as the word “comprising” and variants
thereol (e.g., “comprise” and “comprises”), and do not
exclude additional, un-recited elements or method steps,
illustratively.

It will be noted that, as used in this specification and the
appended claims, the singular forms *“a,” “an” and “the”
include plural referents unless the context clearly dictates
otherwise. Thus, for example, reference to a “panel”
includes one, two, or more panels. Similarly, reference to a
plurality of referents should be interpreted as comprising a
single referent and/or a plurality of referents unless the
content and/or context clearly dictate otherwise. Thus, ref-
erence to “panels” does not necessarily require a plurality of
such panels. Instead, 1t will be appreciated that independent
of conjugation; one or more panels are contemplated herein.

As used herein, directional, positional, and/or orienta-
tional terms, such as “top,” “bottom,” “left,” “right,” “up,”
“down,” “upper,” “lower,” “inner,” “outer,” “internal,”
“external,” “interior,” “exterior,

27 L 27 L

22 & 22 a4

2T L

proximal,” “distal” and so
forth can be used arbitrarily and/or solely to indicate relative
directions, positions, and/or orientations and may not be
otherwise intended to limit the scope of the disclosure,
including the specification, drawings, and/or claims.

Various aspects of the present disclosure can be illustrated
by describing components that are bound, coupled, attached,
connected, and/or joined together. As used herein, the terms
“bound,” “coupled”, “attached”, ‘“‘connected,” and/or
“j0mmed” are used to indicate either a direct association
between two components or, where appropriate, an indirect
association with one another through intervening or inter-
mediate components. In contrast, when a component 1s
referred to as being “directly bound,” “directly coupled”,
“directly attached”, *“directly connected,” and/or “directly
joined” to another component, no mtervening elements are
present or contemplated.
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To facilitate understanding, like references (i.e., like nam-
ing of components and/or elements) have been used, where
possible, to designate like elements common to the figures.
Specifically, 1n the exemplary implementations illustrated 1n
the figures, like structures, or structures with like functions,
will be provided with similar reference designations, where
possible. Specific language will be used herein to describe
the exemplary implementations. Nevertheless 1t will be
understood that no limitation of the scope of the disclosure
1s thereby intended. Rather, it 1s to be understood that the
language used to describe the exemplary implementations 1s
illustrative only and 1s not to be construed as limiting the
scope of the disclosure (unless such language 1s expressly
described herein as essential).

It will also be appreciated that where multiple possibilities
of values or a range of values (e.g., less than, greater than,
at least, and/or up to a certain value, and/or between two
recited values) 1s disclosed or recited, any specific value or
range of values falling within the disclosed range of values
1s likewise disclosed and contemplated herein. Thus, disclo-
sure ol an 1llustrative measurement or amount less than or
equal to about 10 units or between 0 and 10 units 1includes,
illustratively, a specific disclosure of: (1) a measurement or
amount of 9 units, 5 units, 1 units, or any other value
between O and 10 units, including O units and/or 10 units;
and/or (1) a measurement or amount between 9 units and 1
units, between 8 units and 2 units, between 6 units and 4
units, and/or any other range of values between 0 and 10
units.

The headings used herein are for organizational purposes
only and are not meant to be used to limit the scope of the
description or the claims.

Implementations of the present disclosure include panels
and panel assemblies configured to provide a transitioning
surface feature across at least a portion of one or more
panels. Implementations also include methods of assembling,
and/or using a panel and/or panel assembly including such
a transitioning surface feature.

As used herein, the terms “panel” and “panel assembly”
include architectural and/or decorative material which can
be used as partitions, walls, backdrops, barriers, décor, signs,
floors, ceilings, and other structures, and can be used 1n
oflices, homes, lobbies, stores, displays, and other settings,
whether indoor or outdoor. Panel maternials can include
plastic, glass, wood, composites, metal, polymeric, resin, or
other materials or combinations of materials.

As used herein, “polymeric” materials include, but are not
limited to, materials formed of any one or more of the
following (thermoplastic) polymers (or alloys thereod):
polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polyethylene terephtha-
late with glycol-modification (PETG), acrylonitrile butadi-
ene-styrene (ABS), polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyvinyl
butyral (PVB), ethylene vinyl acetate (EVA), polycarbonate
(PC), styrene, polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA), polyole-
fins (low and high density polyethylene, polypropylene),
thermoplastic polyurethane (TPU), cellulose-based poly-
mers (cellulose acetate, cellulose butyrate or cellulose pro-
pionate), acrylics, or the like. Furthermore, polymeric mate-
rials can include other (thermoplastic) polymers or
(thermoplastic) polymer blends, or combinations and mix-
tures thereol. In addition, any given polymeric material can
include one or more polymeric layers (or sheets) and/or
coatings. Polymeric materials can be opaque or non-opaque
(e.g., transparent or translucent).

As used herein, the terms ‘“transition surface feature.,”
“transition surface,” “transition feature,” and similar terms
refer to a surface-percervable design feature (or design
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feature applied or disposed on a surface) of a panel or
assembly of panels that progressively changes from one
characteristic or type to another. The design feature can
comprise or be formed by surface texturing (such as a recess
into and/or protrusion extending from the surface of the
panel), surface coloring (such as a film overlay, printed
color, etc.), and/or surface decoration (such as design pat-
terns, objects, shading, etc.). In alternative implementations,
the design feature can be surface-perceivable, but not sur-
tace-disposed. For instance, the design feature can be or
comprise a sub-surface texturing, coloring, or decoration.
The changing characteristic of the design feature can
include any (progressively) transitionable attribute thereof,
including the quantity, density, complexity, detail, intensity,
frequency, regularity, and/or other (measurable) attribute of
the design feature. For instance, in some implementations,
the design feature can comprise surface texturing. The
progressively changing characteristic of the surface textur-
ing can include, for example, recess depth or length, pro-
trusion height or length, proportionality (e.g., proportion of
texturized surface area to non-texturized surface area or to
differently texturized surface area), or the degree (e.g.,
amount or level) of any suitable attribute of the surface
texturing. The design feature (e.g., (surface) texturing, col-
oring, or decoration) can also form a pattern or design,
characteristics of which can be modified (e.g., progres-
sively) to alter the appearance of the surface detail. Such
characteristics can also be measurable.

One or more implementations include an architectural
panel including a front surface and a transition surface
feature disposed on at least a portion of the front surface.
The front surface (or portion(s) thereol) can be substantially
planar and/or non-planar. The transition surface feature 1s
configured to progressively change (e.g., transition or fade)
from a first design state at a first section of the panel (or front
surface thereol) to a second design state at a second section
of the panel (or front surface thereol) by passing through at
least one design transition gradient. Illustratively, the first
design state (in the first section of the panel or panel surface)
can comprise a first surface feature, such as surface textur-
ing, with one or more of the above measurable characteris-
tics. The second design state (1in the second section of the
panel or panel surface) can comprise a second surface
feature and/or can be substantially devoid of the first surface
feature. For instance, the second design state can include a
substantially blank (or untextured) surface that 1s substan-
tially devoid of surface texturing or a (first) surface feature.
Alternatively, the second design state can include a second
surface feature that 1s different from the first surface feature.

It will also be appreciated that an opposing back surface
of the panel (or assembly of panels) can also include a
transition surface feature 1n some implementations.

The transition surface feature progressively changes (e.g.,
transitions or fades) from the first design state (or feature) to
the second design state (or feature) by means of a transition
gradient. The transition gradient can reduce the presence (or
prevalence) of the first design feature, while increasing the
presence (or prevalence) of the second design feature, over
an intermediate section of the panel. For instance, a transi-
tion gradient for (surface) texturing can include, for
example, gradually and/or progressively decreasing the
depth (or length) of texturing recesses over or across the
intermediate section of the panel. Similarly, a transition
gradient for coloring can include, for example, gradually
and/or progressively decreasing the intensity, brightness,
contrast, or other property of the color over or across the
intermediate section of the panel. Likewise, a transition




US 10,011,143 B2

7

gradient for a decoration can include, for example, gradually
and/or progressively decreasing the number, density, ire-
quency, or other property of the decoration over or across the
intermediate section of the panel.

For convemence, portions of this disclosure may refer
specifically to (surface) texturing. It will be appreciated,
however, that reference to (surface) texturing can include
and/or incorporates all types of design states and/or features,
such as coloring, decoration, and so forth.

Various implementations of the present disclosure include
surface texturing as a design feature. Surface texturing can
comprise alterations 1n the level (height, depth, etc.) of the
front surface of the panel. In some implementations, the
texturing can comprise (or occur in the form of) dips, pits,
troughs, trenches, waves, valleys, scoring, scraping, shapes,
patterns, or any other form of recess or material removal. In
some 1mplementations, the texturing can comprise (or occur
in the form of) specs, dots, bumps, waves, mounds, pillars,
spires, peaks, plateaus, or any other form of deposit or raised
material. An illustrative transition gradient of such texturing
can comprise the gradual and/or progressive decreasing of
the texturing depth or height (e.g., toward the (plane of the)
front surface).

In some 1implementations, a transition surface can include
a smooth and/or uniformly-applied gradient. In other imple-
mentations, a transition surface can include one or more
discrete transition sections. For example, in some imple-
mentations the degree of transition can be smooth and
substantially uniform from a first section or portion of a
panel or panel assembly to another. In other implementa-
tions, the degree of transition can be non-constant (e.g.,
random, inconsistent, variable, etc.) and can include, for
example, areas ol no change, areas of slow change, and/or
areas ol relatively more rapid change. For instance, a panel
(or surface thereol) can include a first design state (or
feature) at a first section of the panel (or front surface
thereol), a second design state (or feature) at a second
section of the panel (or front surface thereot), a first tran-
sition surface feature providing a transition gradient between
the first design state (or feature) and the second design state
(or feature), a third design state (or feature) at a third section
of the panel (or front surface thereof), and a second transi-
tion surface feature providing a transition gradient between
the second design state (or feature) and the third design state
(or feature).

A transition surface feature can be positioned on a panel
such that the resulting transition effect occurs vertically,
horizontally, diagonally, radially, circularly, or otherwise
with respect to the panel surface. In some 1implementations,
the transition eflect can be generally linear in nature. In other
implementations, the transition eflect can be curved or
otherwise non-linear. Accordingly, transition surface fea-
tures can progress across the surface of the panel, generally,
from left to right and/or right to lett, top to bottom and/or
bottom to top, and so forth.

The transition surface feature can include an origin point,
origin line, or origin area from which the transitioning
surface feature radiates. For example, a panel (e.g., a stand-
alone panel or a panel includable 1n an assembly) can have
a central (e.g., central-vertical) section or portion including
a surface feature of relatively high complexity, texture,
color, and/or other characteristic, and as the distance from
the onigin line increases, the complexity, texture, color,
and/or other characteristic lessens or increases (e.g., accord-
ing to a smooth and umiform gradient or according to some
other non-uniform gradient). In other implementations, such
an origin line can be located non-centrally or even on the
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edge of a panel or panel assembly. In addition, such an origin
line can be horizontal, angled, or even non-linear 1n dispo-
s1tion.

In some implementations, a transition surface feature
extends a distance unchanged (e.g., substantially uniform 1n
character and/or appearance) before any transitioning eflect
begins. Additionally, 1n some implementations, a transition
surface feature can extend unchanged (e.g., substantially
uniform 1n character and/or appearance) after a transition
ellect. For example, a panel or panel assembly can have a
first non-transitioning portion including a surface feature
substantially of a first type, and a second non-transitioning,
portion including a surface feature substantially of a second
type. Intermediate to the first and second portions 1s a
transition portion which transitions between the first type
and second type of surface features. Other implementations
can include yet additional portions, surface feature types,
and transition portions.

In some implementations, the portions of a panel or panel
assembly that are non-transitioning 1n nature (e.g., without
a substantial transition surface feature gradient) can make up

about 10% to about 90%, about 20% to about 80%, about
30% to about 70%, about 40% to about 60%, or about 50%
(or at least about 30%, 40%, 50% or 60%), or any percent
or range of percentages therebetween, of the surface of the
panel or panel assembly. Similarly, in some implementa-
tions, the transitioning portions of a panel or panel assembly
(e.g., with a transition surface feature gradient) can make up
about 10% to about 90%, about 20% to about 80%, about
30% to about 70%, about 40% to about 60%, or about 50%
(or at least about 10%, 20%, 30%, or 40%), or any percent
or range of percentages therebetween, of the surface of the
panel or panel assembly.

Certain implementations include a transition surface fea-
ture that loses detail as it passes through the transition
gradient. Other implementations include a transition surface
feature that increases in detail as 1t passes through the
transition gradient. Certain implementations include a tran-
sition surface feature wherein the proportion of the surface
being texturized 1s reduced as the transition surface feature
passes through the at least one transition gradient. Other
implementations include a transition surface feature wherein
the proportion of the surface being texturized 1s increased as
the transition surface feature passes through the at least one
transition gradient.

In certain implementations, the first surface feature type 1s
a texturized surface, and the second surface feature type 1s
a substantially blank surface. In other implementations, the
first surface feature type 1s a substantially blank surface and
the second surface feature type 1s a texturized surface. In still
other implementations, the first surface feature type 1s a first
texturized surface, and the second surface feature type 1s a
second texturized surface. In each case, the transition sur-
face feature can provide a progressive and/or gradual tran-
sition (or gradient) between the first surface feature type and
the second surface feature type.

Turning now to the figures, FIG. 1 1llustrates an example
of an i1llustrative transition panel 10 including a front display
surface 12 extending between and/or bound by a left surface
edge 14, a right surface edge 16 opposite left surface edge
14, a lower surface edge 18, and an upper surface edge 20
opposite lower surface edge 18. Panel 10 also includes a rear
surface (not shown) opposite front display surface 12.

Panel 10 can be formed and/or comprised of one or more
polymeric materials and can have any suitable thickness (1)
between the rear surface (not shown) and front display
surface 12. For instance, panel 10 can have a thickness (1)
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between about 1 mm and about 1 m, in certain 1implemen-
tations. In at least one implementation, panel 10 can have a
thickness (T) between about 1 cm and about 50 cm, between
about 2 cm and about 25 cm, or between about 2.5 cm and
about 10 cm, or any value or range of values therebetween.
Panel 10 can also any suitable height (H) and/or width (W),
such as between about 5 cm and about 10 m, between about
50 cm and about 5 m, or between about 1 m and about 3 m,
or any value or range of values therebetween.

Panel 10 also has a transition surface feature 36 disposed
on (at least a portion of) front surface 12. Panel 10, or front
surface 12 thereol, has a first section 22 with a first design
or surface feature 24 disposed thereon. First surface feature
24 comprises a first surface texturing or design pattern.
Specifically, surface feature 24 comprises a plurality of
vertically-arranged (e.g., stacked), recessed trenches 26
extending horizontally across first section 22 (from left
surface edge 14 towards right surface edge 16) 1n an
alternating diagonal manner (resembling a herringbone pat-
tern). Surface feature 34, on the other hand, can be substan-
tially devoid of trenches 26. Each recessed trench 26 has one
or more (e.g., opposing) ledges 28, which can be substan-
tially (planar) aligned with surface 12. Adjacent trenches 26
can also share a common ledge 28 therebetween. In the
depicted implementation, trenches 26 are stacked without
any substantial surface plateau disposed therebetween. In
addition, trenches 26 are stacked from (near or adjacent) top
surface edge 20 continuously to (near or adjacent) bottom
surface edge 18. It will be appreciate, however, that 1n other
implementations, trenches 26 can be stacked with a plateau
disposed therebetween and/or without approaching or
extending (near or adjacent) to top surface edge 20 and/or
bottom surface edge 18.

Panel 10, or front surface 12 thereof, also has a second
section 30 with a second design or surface feature 32
disposed thereon. Second surface feature 32 comprises a
second surface texturing or design pattern. Specifically,
surface feature 32 comprises a substantially blank, smooth,
and/or untextured surface design 1n the depicted implemen-
tation. It will be appreciated, however, that second surtace
teature 32 can comprise a diflerent, second type of texturing
or texturing pattern i1n certain implementations. Surface
feature 32 extends across second section 30 (from night
surface edge 16 towards leit surface edge 14).

In the depicted implementation, first section 22 1s dis-
posed at or adjacent to left surface edge 14 (and extends,
substantially, from lower surface edge 18 to upper surface
edge 20). Similarly, second section 30 1s disposed at or
adjacent to right surface edge 16 (and extends, substantially,
from lower surface edge 18 to upper surface edge 20). It will
be appreciated, however the first section 22 and/or second
section 30 need not originate, extend, or be disposed at or
adjacent to any particular surface edge. Rather, first section
22 and/or second section 30 can originate, extend, or be
disposed at or adjacent to any suitable portion of panel 10
and/or front surface 12 thereof. Moreover, additional sec-
tions can also be disposed and/or defined on panel 10 and/or
front surface 12 thereof.

Transition surface feature 36 (further) comprises and/or
provides a transition gradient 42 between first surface fea-
ture 24 and second surface feature 32 (thereol). In at least
one 1mplementation, transition surface feature 36 progres-
sively changes from a first transition state 38 (e.g., at (or
adjacent) first section 22 of panel 10) to a second transition
state 40 (e.g., at (or adjacent) second section 30 of panel 10)
by passing through transition gradient 42. Accordingly,
transition surface feature 36 (or transition gradient 42
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thereol) can be disposed between first section 22 and second
section 30 and/or comprise {first transition state 38 and
second transition state 40. Thus, transition surface feature 36
can be configured to progressively change (e.g., transition or
fade) from first state 38 at or adjacent first section 22 of the
panel 10 (or front surface 12 thereol) to second state 40 at
second section 30 of the panel 10 (or front surface 12
thereol) by passing through at least one surface feature
transition gradient 42.

Transition surface feature 36 (or transition gradient 42
thereol) can also include at least one additional (e.g., third)
transition state 44 (disposed between first state 38 and
second state 40). In at least one implementation, additional
(e.g., third) state 44 can comprise and/or provide a transition
gradient 42 between {first state 38 and second state 40.

In certain implementations, first state 38 can be the same
as or substantially similar to first surface feature 24 and
second state 40 can be the same as or substantially similar
to second surface feature 32. Alternatively, first state 38 can
be or comprise a first progressive degree of change that
reduces the prevalence or proportion of first surface feature
24 and, optionally, increases the prevalence or proportion of
second surface feature 32, and second state 40 can be or
comprise a first progressive degree of change that increases
the prevalence or proportion of second surface feature 32
and, optionally, reduces the prevalence or proportion of first
surface feature 24. Accordingly, a first portion of transition
surface feature 36 (or first state 38 thereof) can be disposed
in first section 22 and a second portion of transition surface
feature 36 (or second state 40 thereol) can be disposed 1n
second section 30.

In some 1mplementations, trenches 26 of first surface
feature 24 can have an average depth (below surface 12
and/or ledge 28) and/or width (between ledges 28). Transi-
tion surface feature 36 (or transition gradient 42 thereol) can
progressively reduce the average depth and/or width (of
trenches 26) as transition surface feature 36 progresses
through transition gradient 42 (e.g., from first section 22 or
first state 38 to or towards second section 30 or second state
40). For instance, 1n some implementations, first state 38 can
have an average depth and/or width that i1s less than the
average depth and/or width of trenches 26. Specifically, first
state 38 can comprise a set of smaller trenches having an
average depth and/or width that 1s less than the average
depth and/or width of trenches 26. Similarly, third state 44
can have an average depth and/or width that 1s less than the
average depth and/or width of first state 38 and/or can
comprise a set of even smaller trenches having an average
depth and/or width that is less than the average depth and/or
width of the smaller trenches of first state 38. Likewise,
second state 40 can have an average depth and/or width that
1s less than the average depth and/or width of third state 44
and/or can comprise a set of still smaller trenches having an
average depth and/or width that 1s less than the average
depth and/or width of the even smaller trenches of third state
44.

In certain implementations, the depth and/or width of
(each of) the smaller trenches of transition surface feature 36
(or transition gradient 42 thereof) can be progressively or
gradually reduced as transition surface feature 36 (or tran-
sition gradient 42 thereol) progresses or passes from first
section 22 to or towards second section 30. For instance, the
depth and/or width of the smaller trenches of first state 38
can be progressively or gradually reduced as the smaller
trenches progress or pass from lett to right (i.e., from first
section 22 to or towards third state 44). Similarly, the depth
and/or width of the even smaller trenches of third state 44
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can be progressively or gradually reduced as the even
smaller trenches progress or pass from left to right (1.e., from
first state 38 to or towards second section 30). Likewise, the
depth and/or width of the still smaller trenches of second
state 40 can be progressively or gradually reduced as the still
smaller trenches progress or pass from left to right (i.e., from
third state 44 to or towards second section 30). In at least one
implementation, the depth and/or width of the trenches of
second state 40 can reach or approach zero (or the depth of
surface 12) at the far right end of second state 40 and/or at
second section 30.

In some 1mplementations, transition surface feature 36
can comprise surface feature 24, transition gradient 42 (or
first state 38, second state 40, and third state 42 thereot) and,
optionally, surface feature 34. Thus, 1n at least one 1imple-
mentation, transition surface feature 36 can originate at left
surface edge 14 as surface feature 24 (e.g., comprising
trenches 26 having a maximal depth and/or width) and,
moving horizontally toward right surface edge 16, reaches
transition gradient 42 (or first state 38 thereol). Transition
gradient 42 (or first state 38, second state 40, and third state
42, thereol) provides and/or eflectuates a progressive change
(c.g., transition or fade) from surface feature 24 to (a
generally or substantially blank, smooth, and/or untextured)
surface feature 34, as described above.

In the illustrated implementation, the surface features
cach extending from the top to the bottom of panel 10.
Moreover, moving (horizontally) across surface 12 (away
from the side edges), surface features 24 and 34 each remain
substantially uniform for a first distance before a transition-
ing eflect 1s observed (1.e., before transition gradient 42 1s
reached or encountered). Specifically, surface feature 24
originates at leit surface edge 14 and extends therefrom (i.e.,
to the right, toward right surface edge 16) a first distance of
width (W) (substantially unchanged) before transition gra-
dient 42 begins. Over a second distance of width (W),
transition gradient 42 gradually changes states, decreasing,
the level of texturing (or becoming smoother), until transi-
tion gradient 42 reaches the smooth design of surface feature
34, which extends a third distance of width (W) (substan-
tially unchanged) to rnight surface edge 16 of surface 12.
Thus, one or more surface features can extend a certain
distance across (width (W), height (H), etc. of) surface 12
before beginning to transition. Alternative transition surface
features can have a diflerent orientations or directions (e.g.,
vertical, diagonal, radial, circular, non-linear, etc.), can have
different origins or position (e.g., top, bottom, centered,
ofl-center, etc.), can have more gradual or less gradual
transition gradient (with more or fewer transition states),
and/or can cover a different area and/or proportion of the
panel.

In alternative implementations, stacked, recessed trenches
26 can be replaced with a geometric or other pattern, printed
or otherwise disposed on or extending from upper surface
12, and that gradually transitions or fades into a generally
smooth or blank surface by means of transition gradient 42.
As described in further detail below, a variety of other
surface features, textures, shapes, patterns, designs, geomet-
ric or other shapes, arrays, and/or other arrangements can be
additionally or alternatively used in transition panels (or
panel assemblies or kits).

FIG. 2 illustrates another implementation of a transition
panel 10a having a front surface 12a and a transition surface
teature 36a disposed on at least a portion of front surface
12a. Unlike panel 10, panel 10a comprises two transition
gradients 42, 42a. Panel 10a has two similar or substantially
identical (textured) surface features 24, 24a, which originate
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and/or are disposed, respectively, at opposing side surface
edges or ends of panel 10a and a (generally or substantially
blank, smooth, and/or untextured) surface feature 34 origi-
nating and/or disposed at the center of panel 10a, with
respective transition gradients 42, 42a disposed therebe-
tween. Thus, opposing textured surface features 24, 24a
originate and/or are disposed, respectively, at opposing side
surface edges or ends of panel 10a and, moving horizontally
toward the center of panel 10q, each transition into generally
or substantially blank, smooth, and/or untextured surface
feature 34, as described previously, by means of opposing
transition gradients 42, 42q. Stated another way, transition
surface feature 36a comprises generally or substantially
blank, smooth, and/or untextured surface feature 34 origi-
nating at the center of panel 10a which, moving horizontally
outward toward the edges thereol, transitions 1nto opposing
surface features 24, 24a by means ol opposing transition
gradients 42, 42a.

As described above, opposing surface features 24, 24q are
substantially the same. It will be appreciated, however, that
surface feature 24a can be substantially different from
surface feature 24 1n alternative implementations. For
instance, 1n at least one implementation, surface feature 24
can mclude or have a first (textured) surface design or
pattern, and surface feature 24a can include or have a second
(textured or generally or substantially blank, smooth, and/or
untextured) surface design or pattern. Accordingly, transi-

tion gradient 42a can be configured to progressively change
from surface feature 24a to surface feature 34.

FIG. 3 illustrates another implementation of a transition
panel 106 having a front surface 126 and a transition surface
feature 365 disposed on at least a portion of front surface
126. Like panel 10a, panel 1056 comprises two transition
gradients 42, 42a. However, unlike panel 10a, panel 106 has
two similar or substantially identical, opposing (generally or
substantially blank, smooth, and/or untextured) surface fea-
tures 34, 34a, which originate and/or are disposed, respec-
tively, at opposing side surface edges or ends of panel 10656
and a (textured) surface feature 24, originating and/or dis-
posed at the center of panel 105, with respective transition
gradients 42, 42a disposed therebetween. Thus, opposing,
generally or substantially blank, smooth, and/or untextured
surface features 34, 34a originate and/or are disposed,
respectively, at opposing side surface edges or ends of panel
105 and, moving horizontally toward the center of panel
105, each transition 1nto opposing textured surface features
24, as described previously, by means ol opposing transition
gradients 42, 42a. Stated another way, transition suriace
teature 365 comprises textured surface feature 24 originat-
ing at the center of panel 105 which, moving horizontally
outward toward the edges thereot, transitions into opposing,
generally or substantially blank, smooth, and/or untextured
surface features 34, 34a by means of opposing transition
gradients 42, 42a.

As described above, opposing surface features 34, 34q are
substantially the same. It will be appreciated, however, that
surface feature 34a can be substantially different from
surface feature 34 in alternative implementations. For
instance, 1n at least one implementation, surface feature 34
can 1nclude or have a first (generally or substantially blank,
smooth, and/or untextured) surface design or pattern, and
surface feature 34a can include or have a second (textured
or generally or substantially blank, smooth, and/or untex-
tured) surface design or pattern. Accordingly, transition
gradient 42a can be configured to progressively change from
surface feature 34a to surface feature 24.
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FIG. 4 illustrates a panel assembly (or kit) 48 comprising
a first (non-transition) panel 50a having a first front surface
52a and a first surface feature type 24 (comprising a {irst
(textured) surface texturing pattern) disposed on at least a
portion of first front surface 52a, a second (non-transition)
panel 506 having a second front surface 525 and a second
surface feature type 34 (comprising a second (generally or
substantially blank, smooth, and/or untextured) surface tex-
turing pattern disposed on at least a portion of second front
surface 52b, and a first transition panel 10 positioned (or
positionable) between first panel 50q and second panel 505.
First transition panel 10 has a third front surface 12 and a
first transition surface feature 36 disposed on at least a
portion of third front surface 12. As described above, first
transition surface feature 36 comprises and/or provides a
first transition gradient 42 between first surface feature type
24 and second surface feature type 34 or progressively
changing from first surface feature type 24 to second surface

teature type 34 by passing through first transition gradient
42.

As depicted, a proportion of the first surface texturing
pattern to the second surface texturing pattern 1s reduced as
the transition surface feature progresses through first tran-
sition gradient 42. Moreover, as described above, the first
surface texturing pattern has an average texturing depth.
Transition surface feature 36 progressively reducing the
average texturing depth as transition surface feature 36
progresses through first transition gradient 42.

In the depicted implementation, panel assembly (or kit)
48 further comprises a fourth (non-transition) panel 30c
having a fourth front surface 52¢ and a third surface feature
type 34H disposed on at least a portion of fourth front surface
52¢, and a second transition panel 10¢ positioned (or posi-
tionable) between first panel 50q and fourth panel 50c.
Second transition panel 10c¢ has a fifth front surface 12¢ and
a second transition surface feature 36c¢ disposed on at least
a portion of third front surface 12¢. Second transition surface
teature 36 comprises and/or provides a second transition
gradient 42a between first surface feature type 24 and
second surface feature type 34b or progressively changes
from first surface feature type 24 to second surface feature
type 34H by passing through first transition gradient 42a. In
at least one implementation, second transition panel 10c¢ can
be a mirror image of the first transition panel 10.

In the depicted implementation, second and third surface
teature types 34, 34H are substantially the same. It will be
appreciated, however, that second surface feature type 34
can be substantially different from the third surface feature
type 34H 1n alternative implementations. For instance, 1n at
least one implementation, surface feature 34 can include or
have a first (generally or substantially blank, smooth, and/or
untextured) surface design or pattern, and surface feature
34bH can include or have a second (textured or generally or
substantially blank, smooth, and/or untextured) surface
design or pattern. Accordingly, transition gradient 42a can
be configured to progressively change from surface feature
34bH to surface feature 24.

In this implementation, the panel assembly includes a first
non-transitioning panel having a surface feature of a first
type (which, in this implementation, 1s a textured surface),
a pair of second non-transitioming panels having surface
teatures of a second type (which, in this implementation, 1s
a non-textured surface), and a pair of transitioming panels
positionable between the diflerent types of non-transitioning,
panels so as to create the transitioning eflect when the panels
are assembled together.
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In other implementations, a different number and/or con-
figuration of panels can be utilized to form the panel
assembly. For example, some implementations can include
more than one non-transitioning panel of the first type and
additional transition panels, such that the overall transition
surface feature of the panel assembly includes a transition
from a first type of surface to a second and then back to the
first. In some 1mplementations, the number and configura-
tion of panels can be altered so as to provide an overall
transition surface feature that transitions from a first type of
surface to a second type of surface to a third type, and
optionally to any other number of types or back to any of the
previous types.

Moreover, 1 the depicted implementation, panels 50a,
10, 505, 10c, and 50c¢ are separated, respectively, by a space
(S). It will be appreciated, however, that panels 50a, 10, 505,
10c, and 50c¢ can be aligned and/or touching, staggered,
overlapping, or otherwise configured without necessarily
departing from the scope of this disclosure.

As 1dicated above, a variety of other surface features,
textures, shapes, patterns, designs, geometric or other
shapes, arrays, and/or other arrangements can be addition-
ally or alternatively used in transition panels (or panel
assemblies or kits). For instance, FIG. § illustrates an
alternative transition panel 104 having a front surface 124
and a transition surface feature 364 disposed on at least a
portion of front surface 12d. Panel 10d (or transition surface
teature 364 thereol) comprises or has a (textured) surface
teatures 24d, which originate and/or 1s disposed at a lett side
surface edge of panel 10d, a (generally or substantially
blank, smooth, and/or untextured) surface feature 344 origi-
nating and/or disposed at a leit side surface edge of panel
104, and a transition gradient 424 disposed therebetween.
Surface features 24d can comprise recessed trenches 26a
extending horizontally across a first portion of surface 124
(from left to right). Surface feature 344 can be substantially
devoid of trenches 26a. Transition gradient 424 can com-
prise the progressive and/or gradual reduction in the number,
density, prevalence, or proportion of trenches 26a (or sur-
face features 24d) as transition gradient 424 progresses from
surface features 24d to surface features 344 (or from lett to
right).

As depicted 1n FIG. 6, transition panel 104 can also be
incorporated into a panel assembly 48a, which also com-
prises a (mirror-image) transition panel 10e, having a tran-
sition surface feature 36¢, (and) comprising a surface feature
24d, a surface feature 34e, and a transition gradient 42e
disposed therebetween, and a (non-transition) panel 50d,
having a surface feature 24d, disposed therebetween.

FIG. 7 illustrates another implementation of an alternative
transition panel 10f, having a front surface 12f and a
transition surface feature 36/ disposed on at least a portion
of front surface 12/. Panel 10f (or transition surface feature
367/ thereol) comprises or has a (textured) surface feature
24f. which originates and/or 1s disposed at a bottom surface
edge of panel 10/, a (generally or substantially blank,
smooth, and/or untextured) surface feature 34/ originating
and/or disposed at a top surface edge of panel 10/, and a
transition gradient 42f disposed therebetween. Surface fea-
ture 24/ can comprise recessed trenches 265 extending
vertically across a first portion of surface 12f (from bottom
to top). Surface feature 34f can be substantially devoid of
trenches 26b. Transition gradient 42/ can comprise the
progressive and/or gradual reduction 1n the number, density,
prevalence, or proportion of trenches 265 (or surface feature
24f) as transition gradient 42f progresses from surface
teature 24/ to surface feature 34f (or from bottom to top).
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FIG. 8 illustrates another implementation of an alternative
transition panel 10g having a front surface 12g and a
transition surface feature 36g disposed on at least a portion
of front surface 12g. Panel 10g (or transition surface feature
36¢ thereol) comprises or has a (textured) surface features
242, which orniginates and/or 1s disposed the middle of panel
102, opposing (generally or substantially blank, smooth,
and/or untextured) surface feature 34g, 34/ originating
and/or disposed at opposing side surface edges of panel 10g,
and opposing transition gradients 42g, 42/ disposed ther-
cbetween. Surface Ifeature 24g can comprise recessed
trenches (or scorings) 26¢ extending vertically and diago-
nally crossways across a middle portion of surface 12g.
Surface features 34g, 342 can be substantially devoid of
trenches 26c¢. Transition gradients 42g, 42/ can comprise the
progressive and/or gradual reduction 1n the number, density,
prevalence, or proportion of trenches (or scorings) 26¢ (or
surface features 24¢g) as transition gradients 42g, 42/ pro-
gresses from surface feature 24¢ to surface features 347 (or
from middle to edges).

It will also be appreciated that transition surface feature
362 can comprise a geometric line pattern formed as a series
or array of columns 60, that originate as a complex pattern
in a central column 60a and, moving horizontally outward,
transitions through a series of less complex columns 605,
60c, etc., and, eventually, into a blank surface as transition
surface feature 36g becomes progressively less complex and
loses detail.

As depicted i FIG. 9, a similar configuration can be
incorporated 1mto a panel assembly (or kit) 485, which
comprises (mirror-image) transition panels 10/, 107, having
transition surface features 36/, 36i, (and) comprising surface
teatures 24g, surface features 34g, 34/, and transition gra-
dients 42g, 42/ disposed therebetween, and a (non-transi-
tion) panel 50e, having surface feature 24g, disposed ther-
cbetween. Panels 10/, 50e, and 10i are disposed in a
staggered relationship in the 1illustrated implementation.
Moreover, at least panel 10; has an opaque configuration 1n
the 1llustrated implementation. As indicated above, however,
panels can also be non-opaque (transparent or translucent)
and/or comprise non-opaque configurations. In addition,
panels 1n a panel assembly can be arranged 1n any suitable

relationship without necessarily departing from the scope of
this disclosure.

FIGS. 10A-10C 1illustrate perspective views of additional
(non-transition) panels 307, 50g, and 50/, respectively,
which each have surface feature types that can be ncorpo-
rated into transition panels as described herein.

FIGS. 11 A-11H 1llustrate facing views of additional (non-
transition) panels 50i, 50/, 50k, 50/, 50m, 50, 500, and 50p,
respectively, which each have surface feature types that can
be mcorporated into transition panels as described herein.

Various alterations and/or modifications of the mventive
teatures 1llustrated herein, and additional applications of the
principles illustrated herein, which would occur to one
skilled 1n the relevant art and having possession of this
disclosure, can be made to the illustrated implementations
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention
as defined by the claims, and are to be considered within the
scope of this disclosure. Thus, while various aspects and
implementations have been disclosed herein, other aspects
and 1mplementations are contemplated. While a number of
methods and components similar or equivalent to those
described herein can be used to practice implementations of
the present disclosure, only certain components and methods
are described herein.
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It will also be appreciated that systems, processes, and/or
products according to certain implementations of the present
disclosure may 1nclude, incorporate, or otherwise comprise
properties features (e.g., components, members, elements,
parts, and/or portions) described 1n other implementations
disclosed and/or described herein. Accordingly, the various
features of certain implementations can be compatible with,
combined with, included in, and/or incorporated into other
implementations of the present disclosure. Thus, disclosure
of certain features relative to a specific implementation of
the present disclosure should not be construed as limiting
application or inclusion of said features to the specific
implementation. Rather, it will be appreciated that other
implementations can also include said features without
necessarily departing from the scope of the present disclo-
sure. Moreover, unless a feature 1s described as requiring
another feature in combination therewith, any feature herein
may be combined with any other feature of a same or
different 1mplementation disclosed herein. Furthermore,
vartous well-known aspects of 1llustrative systems, pro-
cesses, products, and the like are not described herein 1n
particular detail 1n order to avoid obscuring aspects of the
example implementations. Such aspects are, however, also
contemplated herein.

The present disclosure may be embodied 1n other specific
forms without departing from 1ts spirit or essential charac-
teristics. The described implementations are to be consid-
ered 1n all respects only as illustrative and not restrictive.
The scope of the invention 1s, therefore, indicated by the
appended claims rather than by the foregoing description.
Each of the appended claims, as well as the recited elements
thereot, 1s mntended to be combinable with any other claim(s)
and/or element(s) 1n any suitable combination or depen-
dency without regard to the dependency in which said
claims are presented. While certain implementations and
details have been included herein and in the attached dis-
closure for purposes of illustrating implementations of the
present disclosure, it will be apparent to those skilled 1n the
art that various changes 1n the methods and apparatus
disclosed herein may be made without departing from the
scope of the mvention, which 1s defined in the appended
claims. All changes which come within the meaming and
range of equivalency of the claims are to be embraced within

their scope.

I claim:

1. A multi-panel architectural assembly, comprising:

a {irst panel having a first front surface and a first surface
feature type disposed on at least a portion of the first
front surface;

a second panel having a second front surface and a second
surface feature type disposed on at least a portion of the
second front surface,
wherein the first surface feature type or the second

surface feature type comprises a substantially
smooth or blank surface or 1s substantially free of
surface texturing; and

a first transition panel positionable between the first and
second panels, the first transition panel having a third
front surface and a first transition surface feature dis-
posed on at least a portion of the third front surface, the
first transition surface feature providing a first transi-
tion gradient between the first surface feature type and
the second surface feature type or progressively chang-
ing from the first surface feature type to the second
surface feature type by passing through the first tran-
sition gradient.
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2. The multi-panel architectural assembly of claim 1,

wherein:

the first surface feature type comprises a surface texturing
pattern;

the second surface feature type comprises a substantially
smooth or blank surface; and

the first transition surface feature comprises a progressive
transition gradient between the surface texturing pat-
tern and the substantially smooth or blank surface.

3. The multi-panel architectural assembly of claim 2,

wherein:

the surface texturing pattern has an average complexity,
the first transition surface feature progressively reduc-
ing the average complexity as the first transition surface
feature progresses through the first transition gradient;
or

the surface texturing pattern has an average texturing
depth, the first transition surface feature progressively
reducing the average texturing depth as the first tran-
sition surface feature progresses through the first tran-
sition gradient.

4. The multi-panel architectural assembly of claim 1,

turther comprising;:

a fourth panel having a fourth front surface and a third
surface feature type disposed on at least a portion of the
fourth front surface; and

a second transition panel positionable between the first
and fourth panels, the second transition panel having a
fitth front surface and a second ftransition surface
feature disposed on at least a portion of the fifth front
surface, the second transition surface feature providing
a transition gradient between the first surface feature
type and the third surface feature type or progressively
changing from the first surface feature type to the third
surface feature type by passing through the second
transition gradient.
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5. The multi-panel architectural assembly of claim 4,
wherein the first surface feature type comprises a first
surface texturing pattern, the second surface feature type
comprises a substantially smooth or blank surface, the first
transition surface feature comprises a first progressive tran-
sition gradient between the first surface texturing pattern and
the substantially smooth or blank surface, the third surface
feature type comprises a second surface texturing pattern,
and the second transition surface feature comprises a second
progressive transition gradient between the first surface
texturing pattern and the second surface texturing pattern.

6. The multi-panel architectural assembly of claim 4,
wherein the second surface feature type and the third surface
feature type are substantially the same.

7. The multi-panel architectural assembly of claim 4,
wherein the third surface feature type comprises a substan-
tially smooth or blank surface or i1s substantially free of
surface texturing.

8. The multi-panel architectural assembly of claim 4,
wherein:

the first surface feature type comprises a substantially

smooth or blank surface,

the second surface feature type comprises a first surface

texturing pattern,

the first transition surface feature comprises a first pro-

gressive transition gradient between the substantially
smooth or blank surface and the first surface texturing,
pattern,

the third surface feature type comprises a second surface

texturing pattern, and

the second transition surface feature comprises a second

progressive transition gradient between the substan-
tially smooth or blank surface and the second surface
texturing pattern.
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