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o all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Gzoree DB. STAPLES,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have inv ented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Paper-Files, of which the following IS &
specification.

My invention relates to a file for holding
papers, such as letters or papers of any other

character, and consists in the features and

combination and arrangement of parts here-
inafter described and particula.rly set forth
in the appended claims.

The invention 1s 1llustrated 1n the accom-
panying drawing, in which—

IFigure 1 1epresents the device 1n extend-
ed posatmn, and I'1g. 2 represents 1t 1n fold-
ed position. Iig. 3 is a view of the upper
clips. Fig. 4 is a view representing elther
the upper or lower pivoted clip.

In carrying out my invention, I employ
two main bars 1 and 2 which are parallel
with each other, and I connect these bars by
a lazy tongs arrangement consisting of the
cross bars 3, 4, pivoted together centrally of
each other and connected with the main
parallel bars by links 5 and 6. The upper
main bar 1 has an eye or loop 7 by which the
device may be suspended, and this bar also
has clips of spring form adapted to receive

beneath them the paper sheets, and press

sald paper sheets upon the main bar 1, thus
clamping the sheets to the device. These
clips 8 are of curved form, Fig. 3, and are
adapted to receive beneath them a consider-
able number of the sheets which are to be
held. The lower main bar 2 i1s provided
with clips 8” of spring form pivoted thereto,
which may be turned to and from position
over the main bar 2, so as to hold or release
the lower portions of the paper sheets.
When the paper sheets are clamped by the
spring clips at the upper main bar and by

the springs at the lower main bar, and the
intermediate frame is extended to separate
the main bars, the sheets will be held prop-
erly extended for use. The device may be
folded to occupy little space, and this may
be done while still holding the sheets. I pro-
vide also chips 9 pivotally mounted on the
upper bar, these being in the form of leaf
SPrings and adapted to be moved over the
bar to clamp the sheets, these springs bemg

like those marked 8. When it is desired to
expose any one of the under sheets and hold
the upper sheets out of the way, these upper
sheets can be curled up or rolled and the up-
perclamping fingers 9 can be turned around to
enter the end of the roll so as to hold these
sheets up while the balance of the sheets are
clamped down flat on the file by the lower
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clamping fingers and thus any particular
sheet may be e*{posed while the others are
rotled up. The lower rod will fall by grav-

1ty from the upper rod, and thus place strain
upon the paper sheets to hold them substan-
tially tlat.

I claim as my invention :—

1. A filing device for paper sheets con-

sisting of an upper member with means for

suspending the same, a lower gravitating
member with an extensible frame suspend-
Ing the same from the upper member to fall
by oravity, said members having means to

clamp the paper sheets, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In combination the main bars 1 and 9,
an adjustable connection between them to
permit said bars to be moved toward or from
each other, the upper bar having spring
clips to engage the paper sheets and the
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lower bar having pivotally mounted clamp-

1mg devices, substantially as described.

3. In combination with the two main bars,
the cross bars between them pivoted together
and linked to the main bars, and clamping
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devices on the maln bars for holding the

paper sheets.

4. In combination in a filing device for
paper sheets, an upper rod, a lower parallel
rod, and folding connections between the
rods whereby the rods may be brought to-
oether, and folded or rolled with the paper
sheets, substantially as described.

5. In combination with the upper and
lower bars, the main clips on the upper bar
and the pivotally mounted spring clips at

the end of the upper and lower bars, sub-

stantially as described. :
In testimony whereof, I affix my 51gnature
in presence of two W1tnesses

GEORGE B.

STAPLES.

Witnesses: _
CuARLES W. SPARHAWK,
RoserT 'W. DAvis.

Copies of this patent may be obtfained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents.
Washington, D. C.”
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