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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Francis M. REyNoLDs,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Kittanning, in the county of
Armstrong and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Broom-Guards, of which the fol-
lowine "is a specification, reference being
had theremn to the accompanying drawing.

Thisinvention relates to a broom guard and

the objects of the invention are to provide a
broom with a novel device for preventing
the broom straws from being broken apart
or unduly injured when in use, and to pro-
vide a guard of the above type that is sim-
ple in construction, easy to apply, appli-
cable to various types of brooms, and highly
efficient, for the purposes for which 1t is
immtended. ' |

I attain the above objects by a mechanical
construction that will be hereinafter spe-
cifically described and then claimed.

Reference will now be had to the draw-
Ing :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a por-
tion of a broom provided with the guard.
Ifig. 2 15 a side elevation of the same show-
ing the guard as a hold-fast device for a
dust rag, and Fig. 3 1s a perspective view
of a portion of a mop equipped with the
ouard.

A guard in accordance with this inven-
tion includes a body-portion, an attaching
member, and a spacing plate. The body-
portion 1s formed from a single piece of
wire bent upon itself intermediate its ends
to provide a pair of loops 2 which are tou-
pled tocether by a straight connecting mem-

~ber 1. The outer portion of each of said

loops 1s disposed at right angles with re-
spect to the inner portion thereof. When
the body-portion 1s in wosition, the right
angularly disposed portions of the loops en-
gage the edges of the broom head 8. Kach
end portion of the wire is disposed verti-
cally to provide an arm 3 with an angular
portion at its lower end. The free termi-
nus of each of said arms is bent at right
angles to provide the prong 7 adapted to
engage 1n the broom head. The arms 3 are
spaced apart through the medium of a plate

5 provided at each end with a pair of open-

ings. The lower opening of each pair is

indicated at 4 and the upper opening at 6.
The arms 3 extend through the openings 4
to the rear side of the spacing plate 5 and
they are then bent through the openings 6.
The extending of the arms 3 through the
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openings of the plate 5 is had prior to the

bending of the free termini of the arms to
provide the prongs. One of the loops 2
supports the eyelet end 9 of an attaching
member 1n the form of a rod 10, said rod
having a hook shaped end 11 to engage in
the other loop 2. The body-portion is po-
sitioned against one side of the broom head
and the attaching member on the other side
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thereof when the guard is mounted upon

the broom head 8 and when mounted in such

position and with the prongs 7 engaging in
the upper part of the broom, the straws of

a broom can be compactly held by the body-
portion and the attaching member and pre-

~vented from spreading while the broom is

1IN use. |

A dusting rag or cloth 12 can be easily ar-
ranged upon the end of the broom and held
in place by the guard, and when it is de-
sired to use the guard in connection with

a mop 13, the body-portion can be made of
a less length. | -

It 1s thought that the utility of the guard
will be apparent without further descrip-
tion, and while in the drawing there is one
embodiment of my invention, it is to be un-
derstood that the construction thereof is
susceptible to such change as is permissible
by the appended claim.

What I claim 15:— o

A broom guard comprising a body-por-
tion formed from a single length -of wire
bent upon 1itself intermediate 1ts ends to
provide a pair of loops and a connecting
member for the loops, the outer portion of
each of sald loops being disposed at right
angles with respect to the inner portion
thereof and adapted to engage the edges of
a broom head, each end portion of said wire
being vertically disposed to provide an arm
having an angular portion at its lower
terminus, sald arms projecting upwardly
from said loops, a spacing plate provided
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with a pair of openings at each end through
which extends one of said arms, each of
said arms having 1ts upper portion bent at
right angles to pmmde a. prong adapted to
extend in a broom head, and an attaching

membtr plvotally connected to the right an-
gular portion of one of sald loops and pro-

vided with a hook adapted to engage thb

right angular portion of the other of said
loops '

In testimony whereof I affix my sig natum
in the presence of two witnesses.

FRANCIS M. REYNOLDS
Witnesses:
G R. Crawrorp,
Verxa D. DaveHERTY.
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Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
. Washington, D. C.”
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