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To ¢ll whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Davip McCuLLoueH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
West New Brighton, in the county of Rich-
mond and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in

~ Bathing-Corsets; and I do declare the fol-
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lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which 1t apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
bathing corsets. |

One object of the invention is to provide a
corset of this character which may be
quickly put on and adjusted and which will
oive perfect ease and comfort to the body
and at the same time perform all the ordi-
nary functions of a corset.

Another object is to provide a one piece
bathing corset which is so arranged that a
dirvect pull may be had from the back of the
waist line from four different points from
back to front thus insuring a perfect sup-
port for the spine and at the same time pro-
ducing an enduring shape.

A further object is to provide a corset
having means for relieving and preventing
pressure on the stomach and having at-
tached thereto hose supporters which are
arranged in such manner that the pull of
the same will aid in maintaining the shape
of the corset and removing the pressure.

Still another object is to construct a cor-
set in such manner that the same will give
perfect freedom at the top and bottom, the
same being constructed so as to give or relax
with every movement or motion of the body.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features
of comstruction, combination and arrange-
ment of parts as will be more fully described
and particularly pointed out in the append-
ed claim. |

In the accompanying drawings: Ifigure 1
is a front perspective view of a corset Con-
structed in accordance with the invention;
Fig. 2 is a rear perspective view of the
same; and, Fig. 8 1s an inside plan view of
the corset with parts broken away.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes the body portion of the cor-
set which is constructed of a series of sec-
tions 2 stitched together to form the corset.
Each. of the sections 2 is cut in such manner

that the upper and lower ends thereof are i buckle 11 or

. of greater width than the intermediate por-

tions whereby a fullness is provided at the
upper and lower edges of the corset at inter-
vals on the inner side of the body portion 1
at the points where the edges of the sections
9 are joined and at such other points be-
tween the joined edges of the sections as
may be desired, are stitched a series of cas-
ings 8 in which are arranged the stays or
steels 4 which form the support for the cor-
set. At the opposite ends of the body por-
tion are arranged three casings which serve
to reinforce and strengthen sald ends when
a pull is made in securing the corset to the
body of the wearer, while on the body por-
tion intermediate of the ends the casings are
preferably arranged in pairs. At the cen-
ter of the body portion of the part thereof
which covers the stomach and abdomen of
the wearer are arranged two casings 5 which
are preferably of greater width than the
casings 3 and contain stays or steels 6 which
are of greater width and somewhat stiffer
than the stays in the casings 8 which gives
strength to the central portion of the cor-
set when the wearer bends over in a stooping
position. The stays 6 are provided and ar-
ranged in the manner described to form a
protection for and to prevent any uncoin-
fortable or injurious pressure on the stomach.

Arranged on the inner side of the corset
opposite the narrowest portions of the sec-

{ions 2 is a reinforcing strap or tape 7
which passes between the casings and the

inner sides of the corset and is stitched to
the latter at the points where the casings
cross the strap: Secured to one end of the
body portion 1 of the corset adjacent to 1ts
upper and lower edges are inclined attach-
ing straps 8, the outer ends of which are

stitched together and to an adjusting strap

9. Between the inner ends of the straps S
is formed a triangularly shaped passage
through which is adapted to be inserted the
adjusting strap 10 and fastening piece 11 of
the opposite end of the corset. The piece 11
is of substantially triangular shape thus
permitting the outer end thereot to be drawn
freely through the triangular opening be-
tween the attaching straps 8 oi the oppo-
site end of the corset when the latter 1s
applied and the straps brought around from
the back to the front for the purpose of se-
curing the corset to the body. The adjust-
ing straps 9 and 10 are provided with a
any other suitable means for
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adjustably seciring the ends of the straps
together when brought around the body.
By arranging the attaching straps 8 and
the attaching piece 11 as herein shown and
described the tension will be from the four
corners ot the back of the corset to the cen-

tral portion of the front of the same. At-

tached to the lower edge of the front side of

the corset and on opposite sides of the cen-
ter thereof are elastic hose supporters 12
provided with suitable hose connecting de-
vices as shown. The hose supporters when
attached as here shown will pull from two
different points thus aiding in maintaining
the shape of the corsets and removing the
pressure.

It will be noted that the central stays 6
terminate some little distance above the
lower front edge of the corset and the corset
15 cut away as at 15 in U-form below the
stays 6, to prevent pressure on the stomach
when a stooping position is assumed by the
wearer. ‘L'he intermediate stays 4 gradually
imcrease in length from the central stays
toward the end stays, the latter being ex-
tended almost the entire width of the corset.
It will thus be seen that in terminating the

-~ stays 1n the manner described that a short
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skirt or section of the corset is formed with-
out stays, said section being engaged with
the lower portion of the abdomen and with
the hips which will permit a free movement
of these parts but will serve to a certain
extent for bracing and protecting these parts
without interfering with the freedom of
movement thereof.

In a corset constructed in accordance with
my invention the necessity of a lacing is
entirely dispensed with and the adjustment
of the corsets more readily and quickly ob-
tained by means of the improved fastening
and adjusting devices arranged on the op-
posite ends of the corsets and operated as
heremn shown and described.

A corset constructed in accordance with

my invention may be worn at any time, but
1s especlally intended for use for bathing and

‘athletic or gymnastic purposes in which uses

the same will be found to serve all the or-

dinary functions of a corset and at the same

time will permit the greatest freedom of
movement to the various parts of the body.

I‘'rom the foregoing description taken 1n
connection with the accompanying draw-
1ngs, the construction and operation of the
invention will be readily understood with-
out requiring a more extended explanation.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim 1s: _
A bathing corset comprising a one part
body portion constructed of a series of sec-
tions stitched together and having their up-
per and lower portions made of a width
greater than their intermediate portions so
as to present a fullness at the upper and
lower edges of the corset, a plurality of stay
casings grouped together and secured to the
outer opposite ends of the corset, stay cas-
ings arranged in pairs intermediate those
on said ends and the central portion of the
body of the corset the central portion of the
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corset being provided with a pair of stay

casings of greater width and less length
than the intermediate or end casings, one of
the ends of the corset having strips secured
adjacent the upper and lower portions there-
of, the outer ends of the strips being se-
cured together so as to provide a triangular
shaped opening therebetween, said secured
ends of the strips having a supplementary
strap secured thereto with a buckle thereon,
the opposite end of the corset having a tri-
angular shaped member secured approxi-
mately the entire length of said end and
provided with a central adjusting strap,
said corset having an incut at the lower ter-
minals of the central stay casings, and a re-
inforcing strap arranged on the inner side
of the corset and extending entirely across
the same. - '

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
niy hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

1 I1eSSEs.

DAVID McCULLOUGH.

Witnesses: .
Jor Kisperty,
Huerr Morean, Jr.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D, C.”
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