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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Jaszes W. LawnEap,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wilmington, 1n the county of Clinton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Connecting
Devices, of which the following is a speciii-
cation.

My invention relates to the improvement
of connecting devices of that class which are
acapted for use as hame connections or cou-
plings, or for the connection of other sepa-
rated members, and the objects of my inven-
tion are to provide an improved connecting
device of simple and novel construction by
means of which two otherwise separated
members may be readily coupled or connect-
ed with each other and locked against acci-
dental separation, and to produce other im-
provements the details of which will be more
Tully pointed out hereimnafter. These objects
I accomplish 1n the manner illustrated in
the accompanying drawing, in which—

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of my im-
proved connection showing the members
thereof employed for the purpose of con-
necting two separated straps, Fig. 2 is a cen-
tral longitudinal section through the con-
nected members, showing the position of the
straps 1n dotted lines, Fig. 3 1s a detail view
in perspective of the members or sections
of my device, showing the same in connected
positions, and, Fig. 4 i1s a plan view of one
of the connecting members.

Similar numerals refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

In carrying out my invention, I employ
two separately formed connecting members
or sections, one of which is indicated at 1
and which comprises an oblong frame hav-
ing slightly bowed or curved parallel side
members 2 and connecting end pieces 3 and
3. DBetween the side frame members 2 to-
ward those ends of said side frame pieces
which are connected by the cross piece 3, I
provide a cross or brace rod 4 and between
the latter and end piece 32, I form the inner
side of each of the side pieces 2 with a plu-
rality of laterally projecting pins or studs
5, the pins or studs of one of the side pieces
2 being in axial alinement with those of the
opposing side piece. |

6 represents the second and remaining sec-
tion of my improved connecting device
which consists of a yoke-like body, the
parallel arms 6* of which curve forwardly

and downwardly and terminate in out-
wardly extending members 6® which are
preferably slightly enlarged at their outer
ends as indicated at 6°. Between the down-
wardly curved portions of the yoke arms 62
1s a fixed transverse rod or pin 7 and pro-
jecting from the opposite end of the yoke
body 6 from that which is formed with the
arms 6%, 1s a tongue or lever arm 8. |

In connecting the two sections or member
formed as described, it will be understood
that the strap ends or other members to be
united or coupled, are suitably connected by
loop or otherwise with the bar or pin 7 of
the member 6 and the end piece 3 of the
member 1. It 1s obvious, however, that the
end piece 3 although shown as a transverse
end rod, may be of any desired shape to
facilitate the engagement therewith of a
strap or other object.

In uniting the two connecting members,
the lever or tongue 8 together with the body
of the member 6 is inserted or passed
through the frame 1 in front of the member
4 irom beneath said frame. In this opera-
tion, 1t will be understood that the out-
wardly projecting members 6° of the yoke

frame, will engage the undersides of the side

frame bars 2 of the connecting section 1
and such engagement being effected, it is
obvious that the turning downward of the
tongue 8 and body 6 to the positions shown

1n the drawing, may result in the arms of

the yoke being bound between two opposing
pins 5 and against the undersides of the side
frame pleces 2. In this position, it is evi-
dent that any outward pull on the straps or
other devices thus connected or coupled,
must result in increasing the binding action
of the yoke arms with the pins and side
frame pieces of the member 1, thus insuring
a securely locked connection between the
parts. It 1s obvious that a desirable ad-
justment 1n the connection described, may
be effected by changing the position of the
member 6, so that its yoke arms 6* will bear
against another pair of the pins 5. '

- Although the herein described connection, '

comprises sections of simple construction
which may be readily operated to connect
or disconnect opposing objects, 1t 1s obvious
that the construction of the parts is such
as to withstand great strain and prevent
their being readily broken.

From the foregoing description, it will

| be seen that simple and efficient means are

60

85

70

75

80

33

90

95

100

165

110



10

2

herein provided for accomplishing the ob-
jects of the invention, but while the ele-
ments shown and described are well adapted
to serve the purposes tor which they are
intended, 1t 1s to be understood that the 1n-
vention 1s not limited to the precise con-
struction set forth, but includes within its
purview such changes as may be made with-
in the scope of the appended claim.

What I claim, 15:—

In a connectmcr device, the combmwtlon
with a frame member compmsmg pair of
parallel side members bowed upwardly, a
transverse pin arranged between said 51(16
members at each terminal thereof, one of
sald transverse pins adapted to have secured
thereto a strap, a similarly arranged trans-

098,911

verse pin arranged adjacent to said last

named pin, and a plurality of pins project-
ing inwardly from each side, said pins being
Opp()Sltely disposed, of a second connecting
member comprising a curved U-shaped mem-

20

ber having transverse pins at the terminals |

of the arms thereof, a connection between the
arms of sald U-shaped member to which a
strap may be secured, and an operating lever

carried by the base of said U-shaped

member.

20

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature -

in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES W. LAWHEAD.
Witnesses: | '
O. W. Havg,

W. F. LawmgAD.

gl

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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