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To all whom vt may concern: _
Be 1t known that I, Roeerr L. BENDER,
citizen of the United States, residing at New

- Cumberland, in the county of Hancock and
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State of West Virginia, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Rail-
Joints, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to a rail joint, and
has for 1ts object to provide means for
efiectually holding the adjacent ends of
track rails together in proper alinement
without the use of bolts or nuts.

With this object in view the structure in- |

cludes two members, one of which has a
base portion adapted to lie under the meet-
ing end portions of the rails and the said
member 1s also provided with a flange por-
tion adapted to bear against the upper sur-
face of one side of the rail flanges. The
other member of the joint 1s arranged to

slidably receive a rib mounted upon the |

base portion of the first mentioned member,
the second mentioned member being adapted
to rest upon the base flanges of the rails and
aclapted to fit snugly under the heads of the
rails.

For a full understanding of the invention
reference 1s to be had to the following de-
scription and accompanying drawing, in
which _

igure 1 1s a perspective view of the rail

joint; If1g. 2 1s a transverse sectional view of

the same; Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the
end portion of one of the track rails; Fig. 4
1s a perspective view of one of the joint
members; F1g. 5 1s a perspective view of the
other joint member.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to 1n the following description and indicated
1n all the views of the accompanying draw-

- Ing by the same reference characters.
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‘The rails 1 are cut away at their base
flanges and at their ends, as at 2, forming
recesses under the webs of the adjacent ends
of the said rails.

‘The rail joint includes a member 3 which
1s provided with a base portion 4 adapted to
fit 1 the recess under the webs at the ends
of the rails 1. 'The said base portion 4 is
adapted to aline longitudinally with the
base flanges of the rails 1. The member 3
1s also provided with a flanged portion 5
which is adapted to rest upon the upper
surfaces of the base flanges of the rails 1 and
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{

| webs of the adjacent rails and under the

heads thereof. The base portion 4 is pro-
vided at that side opposite the side thereof
upon which the flanged portion 5 is mounted
with a longitudinally disposed rib 6. The
sald rib 1s adapted to project slightly above

‘the plane of the upper surfaces of the base

flanges of the rails 1. The rail joint also
includes a member 7 which is provided upon
its under side with a groove 8 adapted to
slidably receive the rib 6. The member 7
1s adapted to fit snugly upon the base flanges
of the rails and against the webs thereof and
extends from the base flanges to the under
surfaces of the heads of the rails. When
the member 3 is 1n position under the end
portions of the rails 1 and the groove 8 of
the member 7 slidably receives the rib 6,
spikes may be driven into the ties with their
heads clenched over the edge portions of
the members 3 and 7, whereby the said
members will be held against movement
with relation to each other and the ends
of the rails 1 will be held in proper aline-
ment with relation to each other and a sub-
stantial rail joint is effected without the use
of bolts and nuts.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new is:

1. The combination with rails having their
base flanges at their adjacent ends cut away,
a rail joint comprising a member having a
base portion fitting in the opening made at
the cut away ends of the base flanges of the
ralls, said member having a flanged portion
which bears upon the upper surfaces of the
base flanges of the rails, said member also
having upon 1its base portion a longitudi-
nally disposed rib, and a second member
having a slot adapted to slidably receive
sald rib, said second member fitting against
the webs of the rails and between the base
flanges and heads thereof.

2. The combination with rails having their
base flanges at their adjacent ends cut away,
a rall joint comprising a member having a
base portion adapted to fit in the opening
at the ends of the base flanges of the rails,
sald base portion having at one side a flange
adapted to rest upon the upver surfaces of
the base flanges of the rails and bear against
the sides of the webs of the rails and against
the under surfaces of the heads thereof, said

base portion also having at its side opposite

to that at which the said flange 1s mounted

which fits snugly against the sides of the ! a longitudinally disposed rib which projects
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above the plane of the upper surfaces of the | In testimony whereof, I aflix my signature
hage ﬂqne‘es of the rails, and a second mem- | in presence ot witnesses. '
ber hwmg a slot which slidably recerves the ROBERT L. BENDER. [r.s.]
rib, said second member fitting against the Witnesses:
5 sides of the webs of the rails and bearing (. D. BosTwicE,
upon the upper surfaces of the base flanges of (QQUINN NTUSSER,
the rails and against the under sur f‘wes of Wayxye D. PrcgeriNg,
the heads thereo. Masern De Bowr.

v Fakir

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents;.,
Washington, D. C.”
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