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3.

To all whom tt may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Jomx W. Yooum,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Broken Arrow, m the county of Tulsa and
State of Oklahoma, have invented certain
new and useful Impwmmﬂﬂts in Mail-Bag
Cranes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion

This invention relates to mail -bag catchers
and aims to provide a simple bag catching
means Whlch may be positioned within the
doorway of a mail car and may be folded
to occupy but little space within the car and
may be quickly unfolded and arranged to
extend out from the doorway to engage the
mail-bag to be caught.

Another aim of the invention is to provide
a novel and highly efficient means for en-

b ing so constructed as to positively pre-
vent the mail bag bemﬂ dropped after hav-
ing been caught.

Tor a full under standing of the invention
reference 1s to be had to the following de-
,50111)1;1011 and accompanying dmwlam;. 11
wihich i —

Ifigure 1 1s a perspective view of the

tlonal view through the jaws of the catcher.
Fig. 8 15 a detail plan view of the catcher
folded.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the accompanying draw-
ing by the same retference characters.

In the drawing, the numeral 1 indicates an
attaching member which is to be secured,

member is pivoted as at 2 an arm 3 which
may be folded to lie against the member 1
or to extend laterally at right angles there-
from, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing.
When the arm is in position extending at
right angles from the member 1, 1ts 1)01‘{1011
ad]fwent its pivoted end will rest agalnst
the side of the doorway and the arm will be
in this manner firmly braced. At 1its outer
end, the arm 1s formed with spaced ears 4,
and a shoulder 5 projecting beyond the ears.
Another arm ndicated by the numeral €,
is formed with an ear 7 pivoted between the

beyond the ear 7, and when the arm 6 is n
position extendmf}' forwardly at right angles
engages agalnst “the shoulder 5 “and pre-

of the said arm 6. The arm § is formec
upon 1ts mner face with rack teeth 9 and a
finger 10 1s pivoted upon ‘L 1e arm 8 and has
a beveled end 11 arranged to engnge wilh
one or another of the t(ﬁt 9 Wheleby the
arin 6 will be held agamst swinging in-
wardly, after it has been properiy posi-
troned to engage the mail bag to be caught.
The arm 6 1s formed with forwar d]v eX-
tending resilient furcations 12 which form,
between them, a mail bag receiwving kert 13,
The outer or forward ends of the furcations
are shightly spread so as to form a mouth 14
into which the mail bag may readily enter.
Links 15 ave pivoted in openings 16 formed
in the furcations 12 aud these links are
hmﬂedhr connected as at 17 and, when they
are 1 alinement, serve as a means for hold-
ng the furcats ions 12 spreacdt to receive the
mail bag to be caught. The hinks 15 are,
however, so hinged that o mail bage entering
the kerf between the furcations and engag-
g with the links, will throw them out of
a].nmnmnt thereby allowing the said furea-
tions to flmt}_onﬂﬂy orip the baﬂ? and hold
1t until manually withdrawn from the kerf.
A lever 18 1s plwteu between it ends to the
upper edge of onc of the furcations 12 and
has a depending hand-grip 19 and a depencd-
g finger 20 dll‘lﬂgtd to ride over the inner
side of the other furcation 12, 1t being un-
cerstood that when the latter 1s sswvang upon
its pivot and the fingers ride over the said
furcations, the other furcations will be
spreac until the iinks 15 are 1 alinement,
atter which the lever may be swung back to
normal position. It 1s preferable “that the

furcation to which the lever is pivoted

should be formed 1n 1ts 1nner side with a
recess 21 te receive the finger 20 when the
lever 1s in normal position so that the lever
will not be enmﬁed by the bag entering the
motth of the Lel T

The attaching member 1 is formed with
a recess or sealb ‘39 and the arm 3 15 formed
with a sumilar seat 23 and these seats 22 and
923 recerve the furcations 12 of the arm 6
when the arms and the attaching member

are ftolded, as 11]1141(;1{@(7 im Fig. 3 of the

drawing. There is provided a hook 24 and
eve 25, carried by the attaching member and
arm 3, respectively, for the purpose of hold-
ing the said members folded.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new is:—

1. In a mail bag catcher, an attaching
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member an arm pivoted thereto and adapt-
ed to be swung to folded position against the
attaching member and to position to extend
hterﬂly at an angle therefrom, a second
arm pivoted to the first mentioned arm,
means for holding the second mentioned
arm In position e\tendmg forwardly from
the first mentioned arm, the second men-
tioned arm being foldable to position against
the first mentioned arm, and mail bao en-
caging means at the forward end of the
second mentioned arm.

2. In a mail bag catcher, an attaching
member, an arm pivoted thereto and adapt-
ed to be swung to folded position against
the attaching member and to extend Tater-
ally at an angle therefrom, a second arm
pivoted to the first mentioned arm, means
for holding the second mentioned arm in
position extendlnﬂ forwardly from the first
mentioned arm, the second mentioned arm
being foldable to position against the first
mentioned arm and between the same and
the attaching member, mail baﬂ engaging
means at the forward end of the second
mentioned arm, and means upon the attach-
ing member and first mentioned arm for
holdmo the said member and both of said
arms 1n folded position.

3. A mail bag catcher comprising an at-
taching member an arm pivoted thereto and
‘ldapted to be swung to folded position
against the attaching “member and to POS1-
tion to extend Iatemll at an angle there-
from, a second arm pwoted to the first men-
tioned arm and having a shouldered end ar-

698,730

ranged to engage with a shoulder th the
end of the ﬁrst men‘[]oned arm, the shoulders
being arranged to bein eng a@ement when the

Second mentioned arm is in p051t10n extend-
ing forwardly from the first mentioned arm,

one of the arms being formed with a 1’*::101{
a finger pivoted to the other arm and ar-
ranged at its free end to cooPemte with the
racl whereby to hold the first and second
nentioned arms against folding, and mail
bag engaging means upon the second men-
tioned arm.

4. In a mail bag catcher, an atmchm@
member, an arm pwoted therete and %dapt—
ed to be swung to folded position against
the attaching member and to position to
extend Iaterally at an angle therefr o, & Sec-
ond mentioned arm piv voted to the first men-
tioned arm and having resilient furcations
forming a mail bag receiving kert, the fur-
cations at their outer ends bemO‘ spread,
the second mentioned arm bemo foldable
to posﬂ:mn between the qttachmo member
and the first mentioned arm, the said attach-
ing member and first mentmned arm being
each formed with a seat to receive one of
the furcations of the second mentioned arm,
and means for holding the said arms and
the attaching member folded.

In testlmony whereof, 1 affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. YOCUM.

Vitnesses:
Rort. H. WricHT,
QUAY JOHNSON.

[ L. 8. ]

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents eacn, by addressing
Washmgton,

the “ Commissioner of Patents,
G L}
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