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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that ¥, AxTon H. KLINT,_'

citizen of the Umted States, residing at
San Francisco, in the county of San Fran-
cisco and State of California, have invented
certain new and wuseful Improvements n
Life-Saving Belts, of which the followmﬂ
1S 4 Spemﬁcatmn

My invention relates to life preservers,
and particularly to that type of life pre-

server consisting of a belt or body portion

adapted to be clasped around the body of
the wearer and containing buoyant sections
whereby the wearer 1s supported in the
water.,

The object of my invention is to pmwde
a very simple and effective form of life

saving belt so constructed that it is expansi-

ble so as to suit persons of varying sizes,

‘and collapsible so as to fold into small com-

pass, and easily packed away.

A further object 1s to provide a belt of

this character having a plurality of aiwr
cells, any one of which may be punctured
W1t110ut destroying the buoyant properties

of the belt as a whole.

A still further object is to provide a cas-

ing adapted to contain air, closed at 1ts
*upper portion, and open at 'its lower
tion and so braced interiorly, that the cas-

ing will remain expanded so as to contain
of the

wearer, the openings at the lower edge of

air when placed around the body

the belt or body portion, permitting air to
enter the interior of the casing and dry it
out, thus eliminating the rotting of the
fabric which is very liable to occur and
permitting the life preserver to be easﬂy
inspected and kept in repair.

With these and other objects in view as

will more fully appear as the description

proceeds, the invention consists in certain
-censtmctmns arrangements and combina-
tions oi the parts that I shall helennfter
fully describe and claim.

I‘or a full understanding of the inven-
tion, reference is to be had to the iollowmff
description and aceompanymn' drawings 1n
which

Figure 1 1s a per spectwe view of my im-
proved life preserver expanded. Iig. 2 1s

por--

| a view of the hfe preserver closed Fig. 3
a, vertical sectlon through the outer cas— |

1S &,
ing, Kig. 4 1s a homzontﬂ section there-
through -

Corresponding and  like parts are re-

ferred to in the following description and
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mdicated in all the views of the accompany-

ing drawings by the same 1efelence char-
acters o

Referring to these ﬁﬂ'mes 1t will be seen
that my life preserver. “consists of an outer
case 2 of water-proof fabric closed at the

top by a piece 3 stitched to the sides of the -

case as at 4, the case being open at the
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bottom. In actual plactlce, the case will

be about 36”" long, about 12 high, and 2"
thick.

The interior of the case is divided into a

plurality of air cells 5 by a plurality of in-

ternal partitions 6 formed plefembly of

wooden slats disposed in zig zag arrange-
ment and attached to the case as will be
hereinafter described. The pockets formed
between these slats 1t will be seen are closed
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at the top by the piece 3, and are open at

the bottom Broadly speakm these parti-
tions formed by the slats 6 are "each hinged

alternately to the outside and inside Walls
of the case 2 so that the slats forming the
partitions may be folded omne ammst the
other as shown in Fig. 2 and may be opened
out so that they will have the 71g zag ar-
ranﬂement befom referred to and shown
1N 1"10 4, -
Pretembly the construction above re-
ferred to is secured by inclosing the wooden
slats 6 in a casing 7 of fabric as shown in
Fig. 4, and stltchmo the case together be-
tween each slat thus dividing the entire

‘at opposite edges to each other and hlmed _
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case 7 into a plurality of vertically ex-

tending pockets, each containing one of the
partitions or slats 7 and clesely fitting the
same.
proof and may be made of the same ma-
terial as the outer case. In order to pro-
vide for a hinged connection of the slats

‘and walls of the outer case 2, the Inner case

is stitched between each two slats alternqtely
to the opposite walls of the outer case.

This inner case 1s preferably water-
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will be seen that this construction permits
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the slats to be folded into any position,
while they will lie against and parallel to
each other, the outer case folding between
each pair of slats. In this condition, the
body of the life preserver occupies but small

space. This construction, however, permits

the body of the life preserver to be opened
out, or expanded so as to fit either an ordi-
nary sized person, or a very stout person

as necessity may require, the air contained

within the air cells 5 acting to force the
fabric of the outer case away from the slats
so that the cells shall contain the maximum
quantity of air. | | -

It will be observed that the partitions
formed by the slats 7 not only act to divide
the interior of the case into a plurality of
alr containing cells, but that even if these
slats were not solid and not contained with-
1In an inner waterproof case, yet they would
keep the walls of the outer case expanded

g0 that the outer case would contain suf-

ficient air to make it buoyant.

Shoulder straps 9 are attached to the body
portion 1n any suitable manner and prefer-
ably so as to button at one end, thus permit-
ting them to be readily passed over the
shoulders of the wearer. The body portion
1s also provided with tabs 10 whereby the
body portion may be buttoned or otherwise
tastened around the body of the wearer. In
detail, the outer case as shown in Fig. 1, is

stitched together at the ends as at 11 so as_

to form a pocket 12 inclosing a reinforce
13.  This 1s the construction at both ends
of the body portion. To this reinforce 13
are attached the tabs 10 and 107, the tabs
10 being each provided with a plurality of
buttons and being preferably of elastic,
while the tabs 10 are formed with a plu-
rality of button-holes adapted to engage
with the buttons on the tabs 10. Prefer-

ably, there are three of these tabs on each

end of the body portion of the life pre-
server, although of course, I do not care to
limit myself {o the location of these tabs or
their exact form. The shoulder straps 9 are
preferably attached at one end to the re-
inforced ends of the body portion and the
end ot each shoulder strap is formed with
a button-hole 14 {for engagement with a but-
ton 15 on an elastic loop 16 which in turn
15 engaged by a loop 17 formed on the up-
per end of the body portion of the life pre-
server. The material of the loop 16 is con-
tinued downward and is stitched at its lower
end to the lower edge of the outer case, thus
providing a vertically extending loop of
material 17 by which others may cling to the
life preserver. -

The particular features of my invention
are first that 1t is open at its lower end so
that 1t will thoroughly dry out and so that
the material of the preserver may be inspect-

| ed; second that 1t 1s expansible and col-
lapsibie so as to fit persons of different size,

and so as to be folded up into relatively
small compass, and third that 1t 1s provided
with a plurality of air cells thus permitting
the preserver to be punctured at a numbenr
of places without entirely destroying its
etficacy. . |

While I have shown what I consider to be
the best form of my invention, I do not
wish to be limited to the details of construec-
tion 1nasmuch as these may be varied in
many ways without departing from the
spirit of the invention. _

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new 1is:

1. A life preserver, comprising a case of
lexible waterproof material, said case hav-
1ng an inner and outer wall, and being closed

| — |

at the top and open at the bottom, and a plu-
rality of rigid partitions attached at their

edges to the outer and inner walls of the case
and dividing the case into a plurality of air
containing cells, said partitions being fold-
able one against the other.

2. A Iite preserver including a case of
exible waterproof material, having an outer
and inner wall, said case being closed at
the top and open at the bottom, the interior
of the case being divided into a plurality of
air containing cells by a series of partitions,

i

said partitions being hingedly connected to

each other at their edges, and hingedly con-

nected alternately to the outer and inner

walls of the case. _
3. A life preserver including a case of
exible waterproof material, having an in-
ner and outer wall, said case being open at
the bottom and closed at the top, the in-
terior of the case being divided into a plu-
rality of air containing cells by a series of
vertically extending rigid partitions, said
partitions being inclosed in an inner case
of flexible material, said inner case being
stitched between the partitions alternately
to the inside and the outside walls of the
outer case. |

4. A life preserver, comprising an outer
case .of flexible and waterproof material,
sald outer case having an inner and outer
wall and being closed at the top and a plu-
rality of slats forming partition walls, and

i |

cisposed within the outer case and an inner
case within which the slats are carried, said
mmner case being stitched between each two

slats alternately to the outer and the inner
walis of the outer case. o

5. A Ilife preserver comprising an outer

case preferably of waterproof material, said
case being open at the bottom and closed at
the top, a plurality of slats disposed in the
case and dividing 1t into a plurality of air
containing chambers, said slats being hing-

edly connected to each other and alternately
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to the inside and out31de walls of the case, In testimony whereof, I aﬁix my &gneture '
shoulder straps attached to the upper eﬁd ei In presence of two witnesses.
the case, buttons to which the free ends o _ .
' the shoulder straps are attachable and means_ ANTON H. KLINT. |r.s.]
5 on the ends of the life preserver whereby 1t |  Witnesses:
may be held clasped around the body of the Harry L. Horn,

wearer. | __ 3 M. C. KriInT.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” L
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