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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, I'ranxk JowAaTa, a 01’51-'

zen ot the United States and a resident of
the city of New York, borounh of Man-
hattan, i the county and State of New
York, have invented a new and Imploved
Life-Belt, of which the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact description.

My invention relates generally to life belts
and more particularly it involves an 1m-
proved construction of simple form, the

structure of which embodies the use of 3}

snitable material, such as canvas, having a
plurality of ribs posmoned at various pomts
therein, one end of the belt being provided
with a suitable valve whereby air may be
emitted or exhausted from the belt.
Reference 1s to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this speciii-

mtlon in whlch like chamct{ers of reference

denote corresponding parts in all the views,
and 1 which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view showmo my |

belt in use; Fig. 2 i1s a horizontal sectional
View %110W1110‘ the  details of construction
thereof; Fig. 3 is a sectional view thereof on
the hne 3—u of Fig. 2; Tig. 4 1s a longt-
tudinal sectional view o{ the valve.

My belt is made up of a quantity of can-

vas or other suitable material 1 which may

be in a single piece, the pattern being such
that the belt when infla ted will assume a cir-
cular form, as shown 111 Fig. 2. Suitably
spaced at A plurality ot pomts within the
belt are a number of rectangular strengthen-
ing elements 2 which may be. pre[embly
made of aluminum, these elements being so
positioned within the belt that they extend
substantially in radial lines from the center
thereof. Kach element 1s held 1n pO‘SItIOI‘l
within the belt by means of bands of ma-
terial 3 sewed onto the material 1 whereby
the elements 2 are securely inclosed on all

gsides within the material or fabric 1 and 3.

The OPPO‘SltG end portions 4 and 5 of the belt
are closed and the end 5 is provided with a
suitable flap 6 having strings 7 extendmf}
therefrom; the other “end 4 has a suitable

valve 8 posn loned thereon, this valve being
qecured to a fap 9, which, fiap 1s also pro-
vided with strings 10 which are adapted to
engage the Strmg 7 whereby the belt may be
secmely positioned on the body.

The valve may be of any tmm of con-
struction suited for the purpose and the

comprises a c¢ylindrical member 11 having an
extended portion 12 at one end thereon on
which a bell crank lever 13 is pivotally sup-
ported. Ixtending longitudinally through
the center of the member 11 1S an operating
rod 14 having a helical spring 15 thereon

which serves ‘Lo hold the closure member 16

at the top of the valve in closed position
whereby the air within the belt 1s held
against escape. The top portion of the cy-

lindrical member 11 is preferably provided

with a peripheral seat 17 and the under face
of the closure member 16 has a suitable re-
siltent material, such as rubber or leather,
secured thereon which 1s adapted for en-

gagement with this seat 17 in order to insure

closed relation of the parts.
When not in use, the structure of my belt

permits 1t to be folded within a very %mall

space, very much after the pattern of an
accordion ; when it 1s desired to use the belt
1t may be quickly brought into operative
position by merely t%kmcr hold of the ends
and extending the belt, the valve 8 being

held open Whereby the air may enter into

the interior thereof. The belt is designed
tor use as shown in Fig. 1 and 1its Volume
and construction are <3uch that 1t meets with

the requirements of the law concerning the

welght which a life belt must 511]’)port as
Well as the length of time during Whlch the

belt must support a glven welght 1n the

water.
It 15 obvious that the belt may be made in

different sizes and may also be made of dif-
ferent materials and that any suitable water-

proofing compound may be used in order
to render the same water-tight; while I have
shown a particular form of valve it is ob-
vious that any valve suited to the purpose
will do, such use not departing from the
spirit of the invention as set forth 1n the
following claim.

H.wu'w ‘thus desceribed my invention, 1

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent :—

A life belt made of canvas, the pattern

thereotf being such that the belt when in-
flated assumes a circular form whereby it
may be placed around the body, one end of
the belt being c].osed and provided with a
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flap, the other end of the belt being provided

with a valve, together with codperating
means on the said flap and the said valve
end of the belt adapted for engagement with

form which I have shown 1n the drawings | each other, whereby the belt may be held in
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position on the body, together with a plu-
rality of radially extending elements se-
curely positioned within the said belt, each
of the said elements being held in position
by means of bands of suitable material
sewed to the canvas of the said belt, the said
bands wholly inclosing each of the said
elements. |

In testimony whereof T have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of 19
two subscribing witnegsses.

FRANK JONATA.
Witnesses:

Caas. Krus,
Cras. B. Branwuarr:.

Copies of this-patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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