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To all whom 1t may concern:

under and overlapping edges of the upper

Be it known that I, Joun M. DanLGREN, | 3 so as to project the button 2 through the
o citizen of the United States, residing at | opening 4. In the present instance, the
Kollock, in the county of Marlboro and overlapping portion of the upper, which 1s 60
§ State of South Carolina, have invented new | designated by the numeral 5, has its inner
and useful Improvements in Shoe-Fasten- | face provided with what I term a button-
ers, of which the following is a specifica- | hole reinforcing member 6. This member 6
tion. | is provided with a pair of spaced arms 7,
This invention relates to a button hook | each of which are adapted to lie adjacent 65
10 attachment for shoes and a reinforcement | the edges of the buttonhole 4, and the said
for the buttonholes of shoes, and the pri- | member 1s constructed of some suitable,
mary object of the invention 1s the provi- | preferably resilient material, so that the
sion of a device of this class which is at- | same will not present a bulky surface nor
tached to the shoe and which comprises a l prove an obstacle to the wearer. 70
16 hinged loop adapted to engage the button The arms 7 have their free extremities
of the shoe and direct the same within the | bent and inserted through suitable openings
hole or opening for its reception. adjacent the outer ends of the buttonhole,
Another object of the invention is the pro- | and the said arms have their inner portions
vision of a device of this class comprising | bent upon themselves as at 8, to provide a 75
20 a pair of elements each constructed of a | reduced portion which is adapted for the
strand of wire, one of said elements being | reception of some suitable securing element,
formed with spaced arms arranged adjacent | such as a bail 9. Tt is to be understood,
the opposite edges provided by the shoe but- ‘ however, that the extremities of the arm 7
ton opening, the second element comprising | as well as the reduced portion 8 may be con- 80
25 a loop connected with the first named ele- | nected in other suitable, and perhaps prefer-
ment and adapted to engage the button so | able manners, as for instance, the extremities
as to position the same directly in aline- | of the arm 7 may be formed with eyes 7
ment with the button opening, and whereby | whereby the said arms may be stitched to the
the parts of the shoe pI‘OVided with the but- upper and the reduced POI‘t-iOIl 8 may he 85
30 ton will be brought directly beneath the | likewise stitched to the said upper. The
overlapping portion provided with the but- | extremity of the reinforcing member, which
tonhole. extends beyond the reduced portion 8 1is
With the above and other objects in view, | stirrup shaped as designated by the numeral
which will be apparent as the description | 10 and pivotally connected with the said 90
35 progresses, the invention resides in the novel | stirrup is the bail shaped button engaging
construction and combination of parts here- | member 11. This member 11 is also, prefer-
inafter fully described and claimed. | ably, constructed of a single strand of suit-
In the accpmpa:nying drawings, Figure 1 | able resilient material. and has its outer
1s a perspective view of a shoe, showing the edge substantially U-shaped and the arms 95

40 upper portion thereof open and provided
with the improvement. ¥ig. 2 1s a perspec-
tive view of the improvement. Fig. 3 1s a |
perspective view of a slightly modiged form
of the device.

45 In the accompanying drawings, the nu-
meral 1 designates the shoe. This shoe 1
is of the ordinary constrifction of that class
of shoes known as button shoes. As is well |
known in the art the buttons 2 are arranged

50 upon the upper 3 which is adapted to be over-
Japped by the upper containing the button-
holes 4. As is also well known in the art,
it is necessary to provide some means which
ordinarily comprises a hook and which 1s 1n-

55 serted through the opening 4 in order to
orasp the shank of the button 2 to bring the

diverging therefrom formed with eyes 12
whereby they are connected with the mem-
ber 10 of the reinforcing element 6. The
member 11 is adapted to serve as a needle
and to engage the button 2 so that when the 1090
portion of the upper, designated by the nu-
meral 5, is swung upon the underlying por-
tion of the said upper, the lever or button
engaging member will swing the underlying
portion of the lever together with the but- 105
ton 2 directly into alinement with the but-
tonhole opening 4, and whereby a single
pressure will force the button through the
opening, thus providing an effective means
for buttoning a shoe as well as reinforcing
the buttonholes thereof.

From the above description taken 1n con-
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nection with the accompanying drawings, it
will be noted that separable means, such as
a button hook or the like, is entirely dis-
pensed with when buttoning the shoe and
that the device is not only simple, easily ap-
nlied, but also reinforces the button opening
and prevents the tearing thereof when the
button is passed therethrough.

Having thus fully described the invern-
tion, what I claim as new, is:—

1. The combination with a shoe having its
upper provided with the usual overlapping
portions, one having an opening and the
other having a button adapted to be received
within the said opening, of a reinforced ele.
ment for the opening, and a lever pivotally
connected with the reinforcement and adapt-
ed to engage with the button of the shoe to
swing the latter into alinement with the
opening.

2. The combination with a shoe having its |

upper provided with overlapping portions,
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one of which being provided with a button-
hole, and the other being provided with g
button to engage within
of a reinforcement surrounding the longi-
tudinal edges of the buttonhole, means for
securing the reinforcement to the upper of
the shoe, said reinforcement having its inner
extremities formed with
extension, a lever, said lever COMprising a
single element having oppositely arranged
arms formed with eyes connected with the
stirrup, and said lever adapted to engage

with the ‘button of the shoe when the said 35

button is to be forced throngh the button-
hole.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN MAGNUS DAHLGREN.

Witnesses:
L. E. CArricaN,
B. C. CaArrIigaN.

“Commissioner of Patents.

Washington, D, ¢.”

the said buttonhole, 25

a stirrup shaped 30
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