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To all whom +t may concern: -
Be 1t known that I, Prircrrarp STEWART,

of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and

State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Broom - Corn
Knives, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to knives for cutting
the heads from broom corn and has particu-

lar reference to a knife for this purpose

which shall be of a construction especially
adapted for this use and which, in addition,
shall be of simple construction and cheap to
manutacture. |

The matter of providing a suitable knife
for cutting the heads from broom corn has
been a serious one for many years among
manufacturers of cutlery. The peculiar re-
quirements of such a knife have made it dif-
icult to design a construction which would
relleve the hand of the operator from undue

strain and enable the use of the kmife for

extended periods without the hand becom-
1ing cramped or chafed. -
Adfter many attempts I have produced a

construction which has been found to be

eminently adaptable to the work in question.
My invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying
drawings, wherein, B
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a knife con-

structed 1n accordance with my invention, |

the hand of an operator being shown in dot-
ted lines, and Fig. 2 is an end view of the
knife.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1t will be seen I provide a knife blade
10, the knife edge 11 being curved and the
opposite edge or dull portion being also
slightly curved, the curve not being as pro-
nounced as that of the edge 11. The shank
of the blade 10 1s seated in a handle 12, and
to this handle 1s attached a leather loop 13,

and a leather guard 14. The leather loop 13

lies underneath the heel of the blade 10,
whereas the guard 14 lies over the dull up-
per edge ot the knife blade and provides a
seat for the hollow of the hand, as will be
seen 1n Fig, 1.

~ In the operation of my 1mproved -knife,

the operator places the third and fourth
fingers through the loop 13, extends the first
and second fingers downward in a straight
line parallel with the blade, the guard 14
being seated in the hollow of the hand and
between the thumb and first finger. It will

the possibility of chafing through contact
with any of the metal or wooden parts.
The manner of holding the knife in the

| hand also provides for the exertion of a

maximum force, the force being applied
where needed without leverage such as is
developed when a knife is grasped by its
handle. |

It will be obvious that changes may be

made 1n the exact construction herein

shown, all without departing from the spirit
of my invention. | = '
I claim: | ST
1. A broom corn knife, comprising a blade
having a curved knife edge and a handle, a

loop associated with the knife and extend-

ing underneath the blade in contact with a
portion of its cutting edge, and a guard
above the blade extending along the back of
the same 1n contact therewith, substantially
as described. ' L

having a curved knife edge, a handle, a loop
secured to said handle, a portion of the loop
extending beneath said knife blade to cover
the heel of the blade and a guard also se-
cured to said handle and extending along

oe seen that in this way the knife may be
used for long periods of time without the
hand becoming cramped and also without

50

0O

60

65

70

75

.. 80
2. A broom corn knife, comprising a blade

85

the back of said blade, substantially as de-

scribed. |
3. A broom corn knife, comprising a blade,

a handle within which said blade is seated.

a loop secured to said handle and extending
beneath said blade and adapted to accommo-
date the third and fourth fingers of the
hand, and a guard also secured to said han-
dle and extending above said blade and

adapted to provide a seat for the hollow of

the hand, substantially as described.
4. A broom corn knife, comprising a blade,
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a handle, a strip of suitable material ex- | extending under a portion of the cutting
tending along the back of the blzglde and | edge of the blade.

secured at one of its ends to the handle, said r 5 IV A RT
strip extending over each side of the blade ~ PRITCHARD STEWARL.
and forming a rounded seat for the palm oi Witnesses:

the hand and a loop of flexible material se- Eraer . KLFRING,

cured to the opposite side of the handle and I. M. STEWART.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘“ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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