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Lo all whom it may concern: ,
Be'it known that.I, Joux F. W. FAawcETT,

-a_citizen of the United States, residing at

Norfolk, in the county of Norfolk and State
of Virginia, have invented a new and use-
tul Burial-Vault, of which the following is
a specification.

This mvention relates to improvements in
burial vaults, and the object of the inven-
tion is to provide a vault which will be
free from joints which would admit the en-
trance of water or of roots and which will
be durable and proof against tampering
with the grave. [This object and such other
incidental. object. as swill hereinafter ap-
pear are attained in the device set forth in

the following description and illustrated in

the accompanying drawings, the novel fea-
tures of the same being pointed out in the
appended claim. o -

- In the drawings, Figyre 1 is a transverse
section of a burial vault embodying my in-

vention. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the

vault. Iig. 3 1s a longitudinal section of
the same, showing a dasket therein. F g, 4

15 an enlarged detail section of a portion of

the vault and its cover, showing the joint
between the same. Fig. 5 is a detail per-
spective view of the eye provided to fa-
cilitate the lowering of the vault into the

-grave, and Ifig. 6 is a detail perspective

view of a portion of one of the reinforcing

bars. | g | g . )
A burial vault embodying my invention

1s preferably constructed of conerete or cem-

entitions materjal and comprises a body

portion 1 and a/cover 2 formed in a suitable
mold, of plasti¢ material in which are em-
bedded a plurality of metallic reinforcing
bars 3 which may be of any desired forma-
. ;o : |
tion, but are 1g'eferably solid metal hars pro-
vided with rips or spurs on their sides so
as to be firmly anchored in the walls of the

ault and thg body of the lid, as will be

readily understood on reference to the draw-
ings.” In order to attain the greatest pos-

sible strengtlh, the reinforcing bars are dis-

posed longitudinally in the walls of the
vault so as to extend entirely around the

same and are also disposed transversely in

the bottom: of the vault. A plurality of the

bars also are embedded in the cover and.

disposed transversely therein, as shown in
Fig. 3. -

The body of the vault is formed in a suit-
able mold so as to consist of a single integral

r

structure, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and

3, and the cover 1s likewise formed in a
suttable mold so as to also be a single in-
tegral structure, as illustrated. The body of
the vault is provided on its inner side near
its top edge with an inwardly projecting
ledge or shelf 4, upon which the cover is
placed and supported, and the face of the

vault opposite the edge of the cover is so
shaped as to present an inclined surface 5

with a longitudinal groove 6 therein, the
edge of the cover being likewise provided
with an inclined surface 7 and ‘a longi-
tudinal groove 8 in said surface. This con-
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struction provides a V-shaped chamber hav-

Ing grooves in its walls into which cement
may -be poured so as to firmly secure the
cover and the body of the vault together, the
result being that.the cover and the body
become one continuous structure so that
there will be no jeint to permit the entrance
of roots of trees to cause a separation of
the parts and cracking and destraction of
the vault. TFurthermore, by the provision
of the interior shelf-or projection 4 and the
V-shaped formation of the channel between
the body and the cover I am enabled to
provide a thick wall beyond the seat for the
cover so that the liability of the body of the

vault being cracked or broken along the

upper edge before the cover is secured in

positign 1s reduced to a minimum. .

In the bottom of the body of the vault
and also in the cover I embed transverse
bars 9, the ends of which are turned up-
ward, as indicated at 10, to reinforce the
corners of the body and also to secure an-
chorage 1 the plastic body, the intermedi-
ate portions of the said bar being provided
with teeth or barbs 11 for the same purpose.
The said transverse bars - are provided with
upturnced portions 12 which are riveted to-
gether, as ndicated at 13, and these up-
turned portions are provided with perfora-
tlons or openings 14 to .receive hooks or

similar devices to facilitate the lowering of

the vault mto the grave and the lowering
of the cover into position on the body of the
vault.  In the upper surface of the bottom

of the vault, T form recesses 15 to accomino-

date the ends of the suspending devices
which are utilized to lower the vault in po-
sitton and similar rceesses or seats 16 are
formed in the top of the cover around the
upturned portions of the transverse bars in
the same the sald recesses serving as guides
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‘to facilitate the engagement of the lowering

ropes 1n the eyes.
From the foregoing description, 1t will

readily be seen that I have providedaburial

vault which will have a perfectly smooth
outer surface, free of any angles o1 projec-
tions which are liable to be knocked oif to
the mjury of the vault, the vault being en-
tirely free of joiuts which are liable to ad-

mit, water or permit the entrance of roots

to cause a cracking of the vault and sepa-
ration of the parts.

devices are provided on the inside of the
vault so that the said lowering device will
not occupy a position between the vault and
the wall of the grave, and thereby interiere
with the rapid and easy lowering of the
vault into 1ts proper position, and also that
the said eyes project above the floor of the
vault so as to form supports for the casket
when the same 1s lowered thereinto whereby

the straps employed for the lowering of the

25

casing may be readily withdrawn without
catching in the casket. 'The cover may be
lowered into position by means of suitable

‘chaing or similar devices engaging the pro-

jecting eyes in the transverse remnforcing
bars therein, as will be readily understood.
It will be observed further that the inner
face of the burial vault body at the upper
edoe of the same 1s obliguely disposed and
that the edgoe of the cover is likewise ob-

Bl r.
T

It will be noted that
‘the eyes for the attachment of the lowering

997,647

liquely dispose-d so that a V-shaped opening
is presented between the two parts when the
cover is in position upon the body. This

peculiar formation of the opening will per-
mit a cementitious filling to pass readily to

the bottom' of the opening or chamber in-
stead of merely clogging up the upper end
of the said chamber as i1s the case in the
constructions heretofore employed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is: I

A burial vault comprising a plastic body
provided in its upper face with recesses
having concave Dbottoms, and reinforcing
bars embedded in the plastic body and hav-
ing portions doubled upon. themselves and
projecting above the upper face of the body

transversely through the recesses therein at.
the centers of the said recesses, the said up-

wardly projecting doubled portions of the
reinforcing bars being secured together be-
low the recesses and provided with perfo-
rations in their exposed portions between the
walls of the recesses, the axes of the perfora -
tions extending longtudinally of therecesse:.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, 1 have hereto aflixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN F. W. FAWCEILT.

Witnesses:
K. HuMEe TALBERT,
. MILSTEAD.
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