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1o all whom 1t may concern:

e it known that I, Cmarres Van Dykr
Hirww, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ng at St. Louis, Missouri, have invented a
certain new and useful Improvement in
otreet-Car  Advertising Devices, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription, such as will enable others skilled
1n the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevational view of one end
of a street car containing my improved ad-
vertising sign. Fig. 2 is a detail obverse
view of the sign. Kig. 8 is a detail reverse
view of the sign. Tig. 4 is a sectional view
through the sign. ‘ .

This invention relates to a new and useful
Improvement in street car advertising signs.
the object being to suspend the frame con-
taining the advertising cards from the hood
or canopy of the platform of the car, where-
by the sign is conspicuously displayed.

My 1nvention is particularly applicable
to pay-as-you-enter cars, that is, cars where-
In passengers enter at one end, although 1t
1s obvious that my invention is useful in
connection with other types of cars.

In the drawings 1 indicates the roof or
canopy of a street car, which extends over
the platform, and which roof or canopy has
the usual finishing eaves strip 2.

3 1s a frame consisting of a back plate
having cleats 3% secured to the upper edge
thereof, by which said frame is suspended
trom the roof or canopy over the platform and

- preferably opposite the point of entrance of
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passengers into the car. This frameisdivided
by cleats 8° into two or more compartments,
also cleats codperating with the flange or
bent over portions of the frame, so as to
constitute retaining means for advertising
cards 4, preferably inserted therein from
the top. On the opposite or reverse side of
the frame there is another retaining frame
5 1nto which may be placed a sign, pref-
erably enamel, containing the name of the
street or line over which the particular car

‘Ime sign is removable and is
‘made of enamel so as to withstand the

bearing the sign is intended to run. This
preferably

weather.,

The advertising cards 4 are also prefer-
ably removable so that they may be changed
from time to time as desired. The upper
edge of the frame containing these advertis-
ing cards 4 is located above the lower edge
of the finishing eaves strip 2, so as to pro-
tect the advertising cards from water, etc.
running from the roof. -

From the above it will be seen that by

locating the frame above the platform and

opposite the steps of the car, the advertise-
ments contained therein will be seen by per-
sons entering the car on account of the
prominent position thereof. '

1 am of course aware that advertising

cards have been arranged above the win-

dows Inside street cars, but so far as my
present knowledge of street car advertising

1s concerned, I am the first to suspend a

frame as shown in the drawings and arrange
advertising cards therein, which are pro-
tected from inclement weather. The frame,
to a certain extent, also acts as a curtain or
shield to protect the platform against wind
and rain.

What I claim is:

In a street car advertising device the com-
bination of the eaves strip of the platform
canopy, a sohd back frame rigidly secured
thereto, said frame being provided with a
sight opening on its inner side and having
1ts upper edge arranged adjacent the inner
tace of the eaves strip and above the lower
edge of the eaves strip to protect its inner
side by the eaves strip from inclement
weather, and advertising cards within said
frame.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature in the presence of two witnesses,
this 21st day of January, 1911.

CHARLES VAN DYXE HILL.

" Witnesses:
M. P. Sarrm,
J. W. Crirr.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
~ Washington, D. C.”
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