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UNITED STATES PATENT OYFFICE.

WALTER E. COFFIN, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO, ASSIGNOR TO THE NATIONAL MALLEABLE
CASTINGS COMPANY, OF CLEVELAND, OCHIO, A CORPORATION OF O0HIO.

CHAIN-HOLE COVER-PLATE FOR CAR-COUPLINGS.

997,181.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed January 11, 1910. Serial No. 537,542,

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Warter E. Corrix,
o1 Cleveland, Cuyahoga county, Ohio, have
invented a new and wuseful Chain-Hole
Cover-Plate for Car-Couplers, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
Ing drawings, forming part of this specifi-
cation, in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical section of a portion
of a coupler head illustrating my invention;

Fig. 2 1s a plan view of the same; Fig. 3

ig a plan view of the cover plate removed
with the securing lips shown in full lines
in their unbent position and in dotted lines
in their bent position; Fig. 4 is a section on
the line IV—1V of Fig. 3; Fig. 5 is a plan
view showing a modification; Kig. 6 is a sec-
tion on the line VI—VI of Fig. 5; and Figs.
7 and 8 are views of the modifi

showing the lips in their bent or securing
position. _

My invention has relation to means for
covering the chain holes of top-operating

~ couplers 1n order to prevent the admission
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of dirt, water, or portions of the car lading,
or other obstructions, which would tend to
clog the mechanism within the coupler.
The 1nvention 1is designed to provide
means of this character which are simple
and eflicient, and which can be readily ap-
plied to the coupler and its operating chain
or clevis. |
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 2
designates a portion of a car coupler of the

top-operating type, and 3 designates the op-

erating chain or clevis by means of which
the coupler lock 1s released, this device be-
ing of a well known type, with the link or
clevisextending upwardly through the open-
ing 4 1n the top of the coupler head.

5 designates a cover plate or guard, which,

‘1n the form shown in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive,

consists of a pilece of sheet metal stamped
into form, and having an opening 6 there-

“through for the link or clevis 8. The sides

of this opening are formed with the up-
wardly extending hps 5* which, after the
plate has been slipped over the end of the
link or clevis, are designed to be bent down-

cation and.
‘are similar respectively to Figs. 5 and 6, but

i

wardly into the position shown in dotted
lines 1n Ifig. 8, within the eye 32 of the link
or clevis. This locks the plate within the
eye of the clevis, although it still has suffi-
clent vertical movement thereon so as to
always cover the hole 4. _

I1gs. 5 to 8, inclusive, show a modification
in which the cover plate, or guard, instead
of being formed of a thin sheet of metal, is
tormed from a malleable iron casting. This
casting has the slot or opening 7 for the
link or clevis, and the bendable securing lips
3, corresponding to the lips 5* of the form
first described. _

The device forms a simple and efficient
means for the purpose, since the cover plate
or guard 1s always carried by the link or
clevis and is always in position to close the
top opening in the head and prevent the ad-
mission of dirt, water, or other obstruc-
tions.

What 1 claim is:—

1. In a car coupler of the top-operating
type, the combination with a coupler operat-
ing link extending upwardly through an
opening in the coupler head, of a cover plate
having a slot through which the link ex-
tends, and also having lips bent into secur-
ing engagement with the link; substantially
as described. ' '

2. In a car coupler of the top-operating
type, the combination with a coupler-operat-
ing link extending upwardly through an
opening 1n the coupler head, said link hav-
ing an eye therein, of a cover plate having
lips secured within the eye or opening of
the link; substantially as described.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a
cover plate for the chain holes of top-operat-
ing couplers, comprising a metal plate hav-
Ing an opening therethrough for a coupler
actuating device and formed with bendable
lips at the sides of said opening; substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand. -

WALTER E. COFFIN.

Witnesses:
Harry E. Omu,
F. W. SweNSTON.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”

Patented J uly 4, 1911. '
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