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- To all whom it may concern.:
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A,

Be it known that I, IsSRAEL Morarr, a citi-
zen of the United Stmtes, residing 1n the city
of New York, borough of the Bronx, county
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and usetul Impl ovements 1n Fold-
ing Tables, of which the following is a speci-
atlon
This invention I'elates to an 1mproved
folding-table, which 1s intended for use In

camping and for out-of-door use in oeneral,
also for use as a card-table, especmlly for
euchre parties where a lar Oe number of ta-
bles are required and which can be folded
away and stored until required for use

~ dgalll,

20

The invention consists of a folding-table,
which comprises a top made of 10111110 slats

‘which gradually increase in size from the

side - slats toward the center, transverse

~braces hinged to the side-slats at diagonally
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opposite endi recesses at the remaining di-

agonally- opposne ends of said side-slats for .

recelving said braces, detachable folding
toggle - Jever brace - Irameb connecting Wlth
the side- slats, and 1nclined braces pwoted to
the side-rails at their upper ends and engag-
ing at their recessed lower ends headed Studcs
on the upright legs of the folding brace-
frames,

The invention consists further in certain

~details of construction which will be fully
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described hereinafter and finally pointed

out in the claims.

in the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of my 1m-
proved folding-table; Iigs. 2 and 3 are, re-
spectively, end and side elevations of the ta-
ble; I1g. 4 1s a bottom view of the table;
Fig. 5 is an elevation of one of the toggle-
lever brace- frames folded up; Fig. 6 1s a
perspective view of the foldincr top folded
up; and I1g. 7 represents a vertical trans-
verse section talken on the line —1, If1p. 6.

Similar reference characters indicale cor-
responding parts througheut the several fig-
ures. ' |

Referring to the drawings, ¢ represents
the top of my 1mproved f01d1n0'-tab1e b the
supporting-legs and &' the transverse too-
gle-lever brace-frames for the same. 'The
top is made of a number of slats ¢* and side-
rails ¢?, which are connected at their under
sides by a web w of stout canvas or other
suitable fabric, so that the slats can be rolled

up inwardly toward each other, as shown in

. 0f a

‘to the under sides of the side-slats ana

[1gs. 6 and 7. For this purpose the center
slat @' 1s made widest, the adjacent slats
somewhat less wide, the next following slats
still smaller width in order, and s0
on tm ard the side-slats @, so as f0 permit
the folding up of the slats toward the wid-
est center slat from both ends of the top, as
shown an Figs. 6 and 7. The side- slats
are reinforced by rails ¢, which are attached

web .

To diagonally opposite ends of the side-
ralls ¢ are hinged transverse brace-pieces e,
which are folded alongside of the side-rails

when the top has to be folded up and which

are moved transversely toward the opposite
side-rails when the top is to be held 1in un-
rolled position for use. The outer ends of
the hinged braces-pieces ¢ then engage in
tqpermn recesses e, which are mranoed n
the inner faces of the remalning dlaOOH‘l-
ends of the side-rails . When the hmoe(;
brace-rods are in pioper position, extendmﬂ
from one end of the side-rails to the oppo-

%‘1te side-rail, the side- mllfs and the brace-

pieces hold the slats firmly i horizontal po-
sition, so as to present a smooth and even
top for the table and prevent the sagging of
the same between the side-rails.

Near the ends of the side-rails ¢ are ar-
anged the supporting legs 6, which are pro-
vided at their upper ends with tenons b2

which are inserted into mortises arranged at

the under side of each end of the side-rails
d. Iach pair of legs b is connected by the
transverse folding toggle-lever brace-frame
b*, which 1s formed of a pair of intercr 0SSINg
braces b* that are pivoted at their point of
crossing, .and also at their lower ends to the
legs 0, ‘and at their upper ends to a pair of
oggle levers 6% at some distance from their
ends, the toggle-levers being pivoted at their
outer or lower ends to the middle portion of
the legs b, as shown clearly 1n Figs. 2 and 5.
Th_e'to*ggle-lever brace-frames can 1"eadily be
folded up into the position shown in Fig. 5
when the same are detached from the table-
top a. The upper ends of the legs are con-
nected by meang of pivot-hooks A with eyes
At at the under side of the side-rails, so as to
prevent the detaching of the top from the
legs when lifting the table for moving it
from place to place. The legs 6 are further
connected with the middle portions of the
side-rails by means of inclined braces g,
which are pivoted at their upper ends to
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~ braces g are preferably made of metal, so as
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cleats g, attached to the under side of the

‘middle portions of the side-rails &, and by
‘their lower recessed ends to headed Pins g2

on the mmner faces of the legs 5. The legs

and their toggle-lever brace-frames are pref-

erably made of wood, while the inclined

to permit the folding of the latter to the

under side of the rails when detaching the

legs and their brace-frames from the table-

‘top.  When the parts are connected to each
other, a strong and firm table is obtained,

- the parts being firmly held in position by
~ the toggle-lever brace-frames of the legs
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and the inclined braces ¢ and by the trans-
verse brace-pleces ¢ extending between the
ends of the side-rails, by which the top 1s
held firmly in unrolled position.

- When it is desired to fold up the table for
shipment and storage, the hooks 4 of the legs
are first detached from the eyes A* at the

end of the side-rails, after which the tenons

b* of the legs are removed from the mortises

In the side-rails and the inclined braces (
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Having thus described my invention, I
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detached from the headed pins ¢% on the
legs and folded onto the under side of the

“side-rails ¢ in line with the inner surfaces of

the cleats g*. The legs and their brace-

frames are then folded toward each other,

as shown in Ifig. 5, after which the hinged

brace-pieces ¢ of the table-top are released
from the recesses at diagdnally opposite ends
‘and folded toward the _
they are hinged, so that the slats of the

side-rails to which

table-top can be rolled up from the sides to-
ward the center into the shape shown in
Figs. 4 and 7. Two separate packages are

made for shipment and storage, as shown in

Figs. 5 and 6. o
On the upper horizontal portions of the
extended brace-frames can be supported a

~ shelf s, which, like the top, is made of roll-
Ing slats s! backed by a web or by means of

suitable hinges. This shelf, when supported
on the extended brace-frames b* between the
legs, serves for placing different articles
thereon. The shelf is also folded up after
use and 1s then tied up and packed away

with the rolled-up top and folded-up leg

brace-frames so that the parts
avallable for use again. -

The advantages for my improved folding-
table are that it takes up comparatively
small space when folded up, that it can be
manufactured at a small expense, and that it
can be used by all persons when camping
and can be bought by persons of moderate

are readily

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent:

1. In a folding _t-a;ble," a rolling top com-

e e

posed of a .plumlity of slats having flexible
connections therebetween, the middle slat be-

ing the widest, the alternate slats of the re-

malning slats progressively diminishing in
width toward the end slats by increments as
great as the thickness of the slats; side rails
attached to the underside of the end slats,
transverse brace pieces hinged respectively
to diagonally opposite ends of the side rails
and adapted to be locked by their outer ends

to the remaining diagonally opposite ends

of the side rails; detachable legs at the ends
of the side rails; and transverse togole lever

brace frames between the legs of adjacent

ends of opposite side rails, said frames each
consisting of brace levers pivoted one each
to the lower part of each leg respectively,
sald brace levers being pivoted together near

| their upper ends, and toggle levers pivoted
to the upper part of the legs and each pivoted

near its inner end to the upper end of the
brace lever pivoted to the opposite leg, the
inner ends of the toggle levers being free and
adapted when the table is set up to rest
upon the brace lever pivoted to the same leg.

2. In a folding table, a rolling top com-
posed of a plurality of slats having flexible
connections therebetween, the middle slat
being the widest, the alternate slats of the
remaining slats progressively diminishing
in width toward the end slats by increments
as great as the thickness of the slats: side
rails attached to the underside of the end
slats, transverse brace pieces hinged respec-
tively to diagonally opposite ends of the side
rails and adapted to be locked by their outer
ends to the remaining diagonally opposite
ends of the side rails; detachable legs at the
ends of the side rails; transverse toggle le-
ver brace frames between the legs of adja-
cent ends of opposite side rails, said frames
each consisting of brace levers pivoted one
each to the lower part of each leg respec-
tively, said brace levers being pivoted to-

~gether near their upper ends, and togele le-

vers pivoted to the upper part of the legs
and each pivoted near its inner end to the
upper end of the brace lever pivoted to the
opposite leg, the inner ends of the toggle le-
vers being free and adapted when the table
1s set up to rest upon the brace lever piv-
oted to the same leg, and to form a straj oght
edge with the other toggle lever; and a fold-
ing-shelf supported on the straight edge
tormed by the toggle lever brace frames.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing
as my invention, I have signed my name in
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

ISRAEL MORAFT.

Witnesses: |

Pavur Goeprr,
Jorux Murrac.

0_opi'es of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ¢ Cominissioner of Patents,
S | | ‘Washington, D, C.”
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