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Be 1t known that T, Evwarp W, Baver,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Jamestown, .n the county of Chautauqua
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tam new and useful Improvements in Docit-
ment-Iles, of which the following is a
speciileation. -

This invention relates to docunient files
and has for its object to miprove and sim-
plify the construction of docinmoerdt files, and

more espeeially the follower thereot, so as to

Jessen ity cost of manufacture and sumplify

1ts constraction, at the spme Ome making the
follower lighter, stiffer and stronger, and
ke it more easily handled to com press and
release the papers of the file, .
With this and other objects in view, the
Invention consists of the construction and
novel combination of parts hereinatior tully

deseribed, HInstrated in the accompanying
drawing and pointed out in claime at the

end of this specification, |

In the drawing, IMioure 1 represents a rear
clevation of the follower o COMPLessor,
¥ig. 2 1s a side elevation of the COMPLESSOL

only. Ifig. 3 is a vertical section on the line
8%, 3% In Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 18 a sccetion on the
hne 45—4X 1 INe. 1. Flg. 5 is a section
on the line 5%, 5X I e, 1. Fle, 6 1s a
perspective view of the document file show.
ing the compressor and ity clamp in position,
the papers cohpressed the reby betne omitted.

Like yeference numoerals refer to like parts
in the several figures.

Reference numieral 1 indicates o document

fle made in this instance preferably of sheet

metal, having in the hottom thereof ounde

ment file s provided with a follower 3. This
follower is made of a single picee of sheet
metal bent to the form shown in eross <ec.
tion in Iie. 4. Tt has two channels 4, 4 run-
ning the full height of the follower. uach
of these channels is slotted at o, b, sand «lots
beiug formed in one side only of each of said
the side facing the com-
pressor. The follower is provided with a
compressor 6, which compressor has a foot 7
with lugs thereon capable of engaging with
Lhe guide 2 in the bottom of the file. It also
has @ shoulder with Iugs 8 thereon capable
ol engaging the bottow of the file above the
slot.  The flanges forming the

e tull length thereof, The docn-

top” of the
are engaged below by the lugs 7, 7

Specification of Letters Patent,

Application filed March 12, 1910,

—

top

-

Patented July 4, 1911,
Serial No. 548,998,

and above by the lugs 8, 8 when the com-
pressor stands in a vertieal position, and will
thereby prevent the compressor 6 from being
tilted Dackward at the top but will not pre-
vent its being tilted forward at the top. so
The compressor also has formed thereon the-

‘handle 9 by which it may be readily moved

torward and back |

At the top the compressor 1s farmed with
2 cross bar 10 whiceh is long enough to enter 65
imto the slots 2, & 1N the channels 4, 4 of the
tollower with whicl it naitaing a shiding
cigagement. The compressor 6 with 1ts Tugs
(and 8, handle 9 and cross bar 10 1s prefer-

ably formed as g casting and is also prefer- 70

ably forned in a single piece.

The slots 3 in the folloywer permit of g
Ihmited movement of the follower and com.
pressor relative to each other. With the
compressor an the position. shown i T 1g. 75
6, the compressor is'in engagement with-the
guide 2, and the follower 8 is standing up- .
rght, the position it naturally would take
when all the space between it and the front
of the file was filled with folded papers. In 8o
this position the cross bar 10 1s substantially
at the top of the slotg 8, 5 in 'the follower.
This permits the follower to have a limited
vertical movement on the compressor. When -

papers are put .m the file, more or less of 85

which are-usually folded, the -follower is
pressed up against these papers. The pres-
sure ot these papers agningt the follower
will in turn press the compressor backward
at the top, thus aripping and locking it on 90
the bottom or euide. The follower and its
compressor will then be practically immov-
able at the Dbottom. The papers have a
tendeney to press it out at the top as well,
which only tends to make it bindmore firmly 95
at the bottom, thus holding all the papers
in_the file tight and secure, L, however, the
follower is pressed in at the top sufliciently,
it will no longer bind al the bottom and
the expansion of the papers pressing against 100
the bottom will tend to make the follower
move back at the bottom and relegse the
papers confined thereby. If the docuunent
hile 15 grasped by its handle 11 by one hand
and the follower 8 is pressed forward at the 105
with the other hand, the compressor
will be released at once, permitting the fol-
lower to move back at the bottom, giving
ready access to the papers in the file, or when
the file is held by one hand by the handle 110
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11, if the top of the follower 3 is pressed
against a desk or chair, ete., the compressor

will be released at once, making the papers

accessible.

The compressor may be assembled with
the follower as follows: One of the channels
may be bent np completely, leaving the other
channel bent to the form shown by dotted
lines in Fig. 5. The compressor may then
he placed on the follower with its cross bar
10 inserted in the slots 5, 5. The part shown

by dotted lines in Fig. 5 is then bent for-
the cross bar 10 in posi-

ward, which locks
tion, after which the follower may have 1its
free end bent at right angles to.line up with
the contact surface of the follower.

Tt will be obvious that slight modifica-

cations may be. made 1n the construction
of my follower and the process of the as-.
_ without departing from the
gpirit of my invention.

sembling of 1,

ITaving thus described my invention, what

T claim as new and patentable is as follows:
1. A follower for a document file com-
posed of a single picce of sheet metal, chan-

nels bent in said follower for the purpose

of stiffening the follower, slots cut in said

channels, a compressor with cross bar en-
oaging sald slots. - _
9 follower for a document file com-.

posed of a single piece of sheet metal, chan-

nels Bent in said follower for the purpose

~ channels, a compressor with cross bar en-

39

‘gaging said slots, said slots being positioned
‘opposite to and facing each other.

stiffening the

movenent relative to each other.

oot slots cut in the inner walls of said chan- 5

. 996,605 - .

3. A follower for a document file com-
posed of a single piece of sheet metal, chan-
nels bent in said follower for the purpose of
follower, slots cut in sald
channels, said slots being positioned oppo-
site to and facing each other, a compressor

with cross bar engaging said slots, said fol-
lower and its compressor having a limited

4. A follower for a document file com-

posed ‘of a single sheet of metal having two.

channels bent therein extending the full

length thereof, a compressor with a cross:
‘bar thereon, said- cross bar engaging sald

channels.

5. A follower
posed of a single sheet of metal having two
channels bent therein, slots cut in said chan-
nels, a cross bar engaging said slots.

posed of a

channels bent therein, slots cut in said chan-

nels, said slots facing each other, a cross:
' | * 80

7. A follower for a document file com-

bar engaging said slots.
posed of a single sheet of metal having two
parallel channels bent therein, compressor

nels, said slots. facing each other. ,
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD W. BAUER.

Witnesses: _
LixcoLn M. STRAUSS,

~ Jos. A, GARDNER.. .
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6. A follower for a document file com-
single sheet of -metal having two
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