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To all whom vt may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Herman J. Brux-
NECKE, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding in Chicago, in the county of Cook
and State of Tllinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Eyeglass-
Holders, of which the following is a speci-
fication. '

T'he mvention relates to reels or winding
mechanism for chains or cords for eye-
glass holders or similar devices, and designs
to provide an improved device of this char-
acter, which can be snugly secured against
the clothing, so that it will be properly held
to insure the operation of the pawl and
ratchet mechanism for holding the take-up
drum for the chain or cord, and so that it
will not be unsightly and project unneces-
sarily from the clothing.

The 1nvention also designs to provide a
reel-holder of improved construction.

The 1nvention consists in the several novel
teatures hereinafter set forth and more par-
ticularly defined by claims at the conclu-
sion hereof, )

In the drawing: Ifigure 1 is a rear eleva-
tion of a reel-holder embodying the inven-
tion. IMig. 2 is a front elevation, the cover
being removed. Ifig. 8 is a rear elevation

of the drum and parts secured thereto. Fig.

4 13 a front elevation, the reel with its con-
nected parts and the cover being removed.
HFig. 5 1s an edge view. Fig. 6 1s a section
taken on line 6—6 of Fig. 1. '

The case comprises a shell or case-section
b and a ship-cover ¢ fitted to a forwardly ex-
tending rim or flange 5* on the case-section
b. A chain-opening b6* is formed in this
flange and the cover. The back of the shell
15 provided with a backwardly extending
portion 6* of the case-section b, the periph-
ery of which 1s of smaller diameter than the
front portion of the case, so that an annular
space or recess will be left around the pro-
jecting back-portion of the shell for the at-
tachment of means, such as a pin p, whereby
the holder may be secured to the clothing of
a person. This pin comprises a spring loop

at one end, which has its terminal secured |

to the back of the case-section outside of
the projecting wall 6% and a catch 10 is
adapted to secure the free end of the pin
in operative position. This catch 10 is
formed of wire and is secured to the back of
the case outwardly of the projecting por-
tion 6% of the back-wall of case-section b.

—

Resultantly, the pin » may be disposed in
close proximity to the projecting back of

 the case and the device will, therefore be

held firmly, because it will be held in im-
mediate contact with its support or clothing
to which it is attached, and will be securely
held in its assigned position, so that it will
not be free to move pivotally about the pin.
1his construction, further permits the otter
portion of the case to be made comparatively
narrow, so that the device will not be un-
sightly in appearance.  This feature of pro-
viding a recess in or around the back for
the pin-attachment, constitutes an impor-
tant feature of the invention.

A stud s” is secured in the case and pro-
jects forwardly from the back thereof. A
disk n 1s journaled on said stud, and a
drum o, having flanges o’, is secured on and
extends around said disk. This drum is
adapted to wind up a flexible element, such
as a chain ¢ having a suitable catch at its
free end for connecting it to a pair of eye-
olasses. _

A spiral spring s is disposed in the cham-
ber formed within the projecting wall 72
o the case and has its outer end suitably se-
cured to said wall and its inner end pro-

vided with a loop 7 adapted to receive either

of a series of spurs m projecting backwardly
trom the drum-disk n. This spring serves
to operate the drum in one direction to take
up the chain. Mechanism is provided for
holding the drum against being rotated by
the spring, and comprises a ratchet-wheel ¢,
which 1s mounted on the squared end s? of
the stud " and a pawl p’, which is pivoted
to the disk n, as at p2, has a spur p3 for en-
gaging the ratchet-teeth and has its free end
welghted. This pawl and ratchet mecha-
nism permits the drum to revolve in one di-
rection against the force of spring s when
the chain 4 1s pulled, and during retraction
of the drum by the spring, the pawl, when
released, 1s caused to remain disengaged
from the ratchet by centrifugal force. An
opening 7 1s provided in the disk n, so that
the looped end / of the spring may be seen
through the disk, to facilitate placing one of
the spurs m 1n the looped end of the spring
when the drum 1s being placed in the case
and 1s being operatively connected to the
spring. This pawl and ratchet mechanism
1s disposed in a chamber ¢ formed within
the drum, so that the cover may be disposed
1in close proximity in the front of the drum
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and undue thickness of the case will be

avoided, and the backs of the disk n are flush

with the front of the spring-chamber.

The invention thus provides an improved
reel-holder, which may be snugly attached
against the clothing of the user and which
will be securely held against the clothing,
so that the operation “of the pawl and
ratchet mechanism will not be interfered
with. The device also provides an 1m-
proved and simple construction for a reel-
holder.

‘The invention 1s not to be understood as
restricted to the details set forth, since these
may be modified within the scope of the ap-
pended claims, without departing from the
spirit and scope of the immvention. .

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s:

1. The combination of a case, a drum
mounted therein, a spring for operating said
drum 1n one direction, holding-means for
said drum, said case being recessed at its
back, and a fastening device secured to said
case and extending across the back thereof
and having its attmchmg terminals disposed
in saicd recessed portion.
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9. The combination of a case,

mechanism for holding ‘the drum, said case

having a projecting back-portion around
which a recessis formed at the outer edge of

the case, and a fastening-device extending

:‘:1 dI‘u.m
mounted therein, a spring for opemtmo the -
drum 1n one direction, pawl and ratchet

3

across the projecting portmn of the back and

having a spring-loop extending 1nto said re-
cess and secured to said case.

3. The combination of a case, a drum
mounted therein, said case having a back-
wardly - pro]ectmo portion around which a
recess 1s formed at the outer edge of said
case, a spring for operating said drum in
one direction disposed within said back-
wardly extending portion of the case, pawl
and ratchet mechanism for 1101(11110' sald
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drum, and a fastening pin on the back of

said case outside of the projecting portion
e\tendmg across sald projecting portion and

having its attaching terminals disposed in

sald recess. _ |
HERMAN J. BRENNECKE.

Witnesses:
Wi, ZIMMERMAN,
M. SuLLivAaN. |

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.” |
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