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" spreading of said sections is prevented, and
the principal object of the same 1s to provide .
a brace of the tvpe ‘specified that may be

15

each rail sectlon is engaged at two points by’

20
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1—92 designates the opposite rails forming

40

10

vertical sectional view te _ e |
3-—3,. Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is an enlarged frag-.
mentary sectional view showing the mannei

ELKINS, WEST VIRGINIA.

RAIL DEVICE.

To all whom 1t may concern:

~ Be it known that T, Lee Hrrsmdax, citi- |
zen of the United States. residing

g at Elkins.

in the county of Randolph and State of
West Virginia, have-invented certain new |
: and useful Improvements in Rail Devices,

~-of which the following is a specification,
~ .reference being had therein to the accom-

- .

i+ This invention relates to rail braces for
ynnecting opposite rail sections so that

conn
used on straight or curved rails and in which

a brace bar, the brace bars being oppositely
disposed and having an adjustable connec-

tion so that the tension on the rail sections |

may be regulated. L
In carrving out the objects of the 1nven-

tion generally stated above, 1t will be under-
stood, of course, that the essential features
thereof are mnecessarily susceptible of

changes in details and structural arrange-

ments, one preferred and practical embodi-
- ment of which 1s shown 1n
drawings, wherem.—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a straight por-
tion of a track showing -the opposite rails.

—_—

connected by the improved brace. Tlig. 2 1s

a similar view showing the brace applied to

a curved portion of a track., Ig. 3 1s a

of adjustably connecting the brace bars.
 Referring to said drawing by numerals

the track, said rdils being fastened to the ties
3 1n the usual manner. N

" The improved brace comprises a pair of.

 bars 4—35 that are preferably formed of flat

45

metal shaped to the arc of a circle. the ends
thereof being upturned and bent upon them-

selves to provide flange-engaging hooks 6.

At their center, the bars are each provided

with an outwardly projecting threaded bolt,

said bolts being designated by the nwnerals |
7, 8 respectively, and sad bolts are adapted *

the accompanyving

talken on the line

sald key will prevent rotation of said turn-
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{ to entér' the threaded eﬁds 9 of a turn-
‘bueckle 10. The outer end portion of bolt T

has a transverse opening 11 formed through

it for the reception of a locking key 12
whose free end is bent at right angles, as 1n-

L ]

‘buckle relative to bolt 7. | -“

In use, the bars are arrangec as shown in

I'igs. 1 and 2 of the accompanying draw
“ings. the bars +—5 having their ends passed

‘beneath ‘the base of opposite rails and
hooked over the outer edges thereof. - Said

braces span two of the ties 3, and their end
portions are bolted or otherwise rigidly se-
_ The bolts 7—=8 are then con-
‘nected by the turnbuckle 10, and said buckle

cured thereto.
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LL N
dicated at 18 and hooked over the base of
turnbuckle 10. The inner end of thie open
‘portion 1+ of turnbuckle 10 that is adjacent
kev 12 1s recessed to provide a seat 15 for

the projecting portion of said kev, so that 60

65 -
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‘adjusted on bolt.-T until recess 15 alines with

opening 11 of bolt 7, whereupon the locking

key 12 is passed-through said recess and

“opening to lock ‘said turnbuckle against rota-

tion.

- Tt will be seen from the foregoing that as |

the brace bars engage the rails at spaced
apart points, the danger of said rails being

‘buckled when the braces are ‘adjusted is ob-
viated. Tt will also be seen that the im-

proved brace may be readily placed in posi-
tion to prevent the rails spreading and ge-
curelv locked in such position. yet the same
mav be easilv released when desired.
“What T claim as myv invention 18—

80

A rail brace comprising a pair of bars

“curved on the arc of'a circle and each pro-
vided with rail-engaging ends, a bolt pro-

jecting from the center of each bar, a turn-

huckle connecting said oolts, and a locking.

kev adapted to be passed through one of

said bolts and engaged with said turnbuckle

to prevent rotation of the same.

o - LEE HURSHMAN.
. Witnesses:
-~ Jomn~ H. WeymouTH,

- €., RAYMOND SURRATT.

In testimony whereof I hereunto afix my
1 signature in presence of two witnesses.



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

