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994,742.

Specification of Letters Patent.
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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Marsmarn J. GREG-
orY, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Sour Lake, in the county of Hardin and
State of Texas, have invented a new and
useful Fence-Post Foundation, of which the
following 1s a specification.

This invention has reference to 1mprove-
ments in fence post foundations though ap-
plicable to foundations for other types of
supports than fence posts, and its object 1S
to provide a support which may be readily
introduced into the ground and is at the
same time rigid and indestructible under the
action of the elements.

The invention will be best understood
from a consideration of the following detail

~ description taken in connection with the ac-
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companying drawings forming a part of
this specification, in~which drawings;—
Figure 1 is an elevation of a portion of a.
fence with the invention incorporated. Tig.
9 is a longitudinal diametric section of a
slihtly modified form of the fence post
foundation with a post in position. Fig. 3

is a section upon the line A—B of Fig. 2;

but on a larger scale. Fig. 4 is an end view
of the fence post foundation as viewed from

below. Fig. 5 is a section on the line C—D. |

of Fig. 2. Tig. 61is a view similar to that
of Fig. 2 but with the post omitted, the sec-
tion being at right angles to that of Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawings there is shown
o foundation structure 1 which may be made
of glass or cement or other like resistant
material, or may even be made of metal, but
in the latter case it is advisable to protect

“the foundation structure from oxidizing or

other effects. The foundation 1 is provided
with an upper or head end 2 preferably
though not necessarily circular in outline
and preferably, though not necessarily
crowned in convex form.

Considering the foundation structure as
upright, which is the position it occupies 1n
the ground,:the head portion 2 has a down-
ward extension 3 and extending through the
head portion and into the extension 3 1S a
central passage 4 open at the upper end
and closed’at the lower end, except for drain-
age passages 5 leading from the interior
of the passage# to the exterior of the ex-
tension 3 v

The passage 4 1s preferably though not

necessarily circular in cross section and on

one side has a radial extension or groove 6 | ate manner to form a

i co-extensive in length with the
and opening through. the head 2. At the:

pa:s:s age 4

lower end of the passage 4 the extension 3
is formed with a recess 7 concentric with the
passage 4 and leading from the passage .
The passage 4 is designed to recelve a post
8 formed at the lower end with a radial
tongue 9 adapted to the passage 6 and when
the post 8 is seated in the passage or socket
4, a turn of the post 8 on 1its longitudinal
axis will carry the tongue 9 into the con-
centric or segmental passage 7 thus lock-
ing the post against withdrawal from the

foundation member 1. The post may be

formed with a series of perforations 10 or
may carry suitable fastenming means for
strands 11, see TFig. 1, designed to be used

q fence.

Forn:‘l_ed on the "extension 3 below the head.

9 are radial ribs 12 continued beyond the ex-
tension 8 and tapering in the direction of
their length until they terminate in com-
paratively sharp edges at the bottom of the
foundation structure 1. These ribs or webs

~12 on diametrically opposite sides of the ex-

tension 3 may have their edges parallel so

that the foundation structure is of substan-

tially the same diameter throughout 1ts
length, this being indicated in Fig. 1. Or
the ribs or webs 12 may taper both in thick-
ness and in direction of their length as in-

dicated in Figs. 2 and 6. The post founda-

tion may be readily introduced into the
ground by the use of a suitable tool. The
head 2 has a lateral extent as great as that
of the ribs 12 and its lower surface defines a
plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
of the post so as to engage the surface of the
oround and prevent too great insertion of
the foundation into the ground.

The ribs or webs 12 which may either be
four in number as shown or three in number
in equidistant relation, or of any other suit-
able number, resist effectively any lateral
strains put upon the post 8 no matter in
what direction such lateral strain may be
applied. The taper form of the ribs or
19 whether this taper be considered
with relation to the thickness of the web or
the length of the web is' not sufficient to
cause any tendency of the foundation struc-
ture to rise out of the ground on the appli-
cation of lateral pressure to the post 8. The
strands 11 may be arranged in any appropri-

fence in conjunction
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with the posts 8, and bracing strands 15 are
employed as needed. _
Where a post foundation 1 with a post

seated therein is located at a lower level than
adjacent

tion to an approach to the level

of the adja-
cent higher post foundations.

"T'o overcome

this lifting tendency stay rods or strands 16 °

may extend from the bases of the posts at

] lower level, and to fur-
her brace the structure the post located at

fgst {ocated at the

the lower level may be longer, as indicated
at 8” and other stay rods or strands 17 may
connect the upper ends of the posts together
as illustrated in Fig, 1. ' |

The foundation member 1 for the post
mafr be east in one piece from suitable mate-
rial capahle of being reduced to a flowable
condition, the passage or
k@yw.ﬂg gme 2 ]
formed at the same time. Since it is not de-
signed fo necessarily lock the

removal at will, the keyway & need pot be

filled with sealing material and any water
which may find its way 1nto the socket 4

through the passage or keyway 6 will have
ready escape through the passages or perfo- .
rations 5 which act as dralllﬂgﬂ passages for |

the socket 4.
Noti

SrQQve

— g

post foundations there will be a .

tendency to lifé the lowepmeost post founda-

. or socket 4 with the |
b and segmental Jocking portion 7

g Fig. 3 it will be seen that the ;
§ is alined radially with one of the |

L
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webs 12. By reason of this construction one

weh serves to reinforce the foundation mem-
ber 1 along the line in which the groove 6 is

fopmed. Neting Figs. 2, 8 and 6, it will be
seen that none of the passages 5 which enter
the recess 7, is directly alined, vertically,
with the groove 6. By reason of this con-
struction, when the tongue 9 moves trans-
versely of the foundation member, in the re-
cess {, any material which may hawve acel-
dentally lodged in the reecess 7 will be swept
along, In front
one of the passages 5, thus preventing a
clogging of the vecess 7.

Vhat is clgimed ig— ,_ -
A foundation for posts, COMPrising a mem-
ber provided wi!:E upright, outstanding
webs, and having a post-receiving passage
provided in its side wall with an upright,
outstanding groove, alined, radially of said
member, with one of the webs: there being a
{ransverse recess in the inner wall of the

| passage, leading laterally from the oroove,
Eost 8 against :
| located to

the recess communicating with an opening
one side of the groowve, and ex-
tended through said member. .

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto afixed my signa-
ture in the presemce of two witnesses.

" MARSHAL J. GREGORY.

Witnesses:

Joun W. Turwsow,
E. L. Becgwrra,

* Commissioner of Patents,

Waghington, B. (.
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