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- Ta all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Rarvem D. S’IACKPOLE
a cltlzen of the Umted States, residing at
Canton, in the county of Stark and State of

5 Ohlo have invented a new and useful F old-
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ing Cerd Table, of Whlch the follewmﬂ 1S
a spemﬁeetmn

" The invention relates to 1n1prevements 1n
folding tables.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of folding tables,
and to provide a simple and inexpensive
Tolding card table, adapted to be easily and
compeetl tolded, and eapable of being read-
ily unfolded a,nd arranged for use without

. stooping or opening the_ legs by hand.
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Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a table of this character, equipped with
a spring adapted to hold the legs in their
separated position, while the table is in use,
and capable also of retaining the parts in
their folded position. |
- With these and other objects 1n view, the

Invention consists in the construction and

novel combination of parts hereinafter fully
described, 111ustreted in the accompanying

dra,wmﬂ's and poilnted out 1n the claims

hereto appended 1t being understood that
various changes in the form, proportion, size

and minor details of construction, within

the scope of the claims, may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the inven-
tion.

In the drawings:—Iigure 1 1s a reverse
plan view of a folding card table, construct-
ed in accordance with this invention. Fig. 2
15 a similar view, the legs being folded to-
gether preparatory to turmng up the top
into a vertical position. Kig. 3 1s a plan
view of the table, 111L18trat1n0' the arrange-
ment of the parts when the same are com-
pletely folded. Fig. 4 1is a vertical sectional
view, taken Substftntmlly on the line 4-—4
of I‘lo' 1. Fig. 5 1s a detail sectional view
on the line 5—5 of Kig. 4 e

Like numerals of reference deswnate cor-
responding parts in all the ﬁgures of the
drawings,

The table comprises in its construction a
cloth covered table 1,composed of a plurality
of boards 2, 3 and 4 and provided onits lower
face with marginal cleats 5, which reinforce
the top of the table and connect the boards
orleaves2,8 and 4. The top of the table, how-

ever, may be constructed in any other pre-

| ferled manner, and may have a smooth pol-
1shed upper sur face if desired. Hinged to the
lower face of the top of the table 1s a sup-
porting bar 6, arranged transversely with 60
relation to the boards or leaves 2, 8 and 4,
and connected at one of its side edﬂes with
each of the said boards or leaves 2, "3 and 4
by hinges 7, whereby the hinged leg support-
ng bar or member serves to assist in secur- 65
ing the parts of the top of the table together.

A Toldable leg supporting bar or member 8

1s centrally connected with the hinged bar or
member 6 by a pivot 9, and 1t 1s deapted to

be arranged either in a p051t1011 substantially 70
at right angles to the bar 6, as illustrated in
Ifig. 1 of the dr AWINgSs, Or to be turned longi-
tudumlly of the said bELI as shown in Ifig. 9,
Legs 10 and 11 are connected to the bars or
members 6 and 8 at the ends thereof. The 75
hinged bar 6 1s equipped at opposite sides of

its center with longitudinally disposed in-
wardly tapered members 12, consisting of
bars or pieces suitably secured to the bar 6
and having their inner side edges arranged 80
in spaced planes to permit the pivoted bar 8

to fold beneat 1 the bar 6. The inner ends of
the members 12 form stops for limiting the
swing ol the pweted bar 8, and the side faces

of the said members 12 also form stops for 85
limiting the swing of the bar 8 in the closing
movement thereof. The to p of the table i
provided on its lower face Wlth reversely ar-
ranged stops 13, consisting of strips or
pleces, enlarged at one encl to form shoulders 90
14, which are arranged in the path of the

_pivoted bar 8. The top of the table 1s also
preferably provided beyond the stops 14

w1th blocks 15 against which the terminals

of the bar 8 bear. These blocks 15 form 95

spacing pieces and solidly support the top of

the table at the ends of the bar 8. _
The legs of the table are maintained sepa-

rated by a coiled spring 16 when the table

is in use. Omne end of the spring 16 is con- 100

nected with the bar 8 by an eye 17, or other

1 suitable- means located eecentrieelly of the

bar 8 at one side of the pivot point, and the
spring extends to the opposite end of the
hinged bar 6, being connected with the outer 105
end of the ad]ecent fixed member 12 by eyes

18 and 19. The terminal portion 20 of the
colled spring is extended laterally and 1s
connected with the top of the table at a
point beyond the hinged edge of the bar 6 110
by an eye 21. By this armnoement the
spring 16 operates to maintain the pivoted
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leg carrying bar 8 in engagement with the

stops of the top of the table, as clearly 1llus-
trated in Fig. 1 of the drawings, and when
the legs of the table are folded and the top
turned up to the position illustrated in Kig.
3 of the drawings, the terminal portion of
the spring will maintain the parts in their
folded position. For convenience of 1llustra-

tion the legs are shown in substantially a

horizontal 130811;1011 in Fig. 3 of the draw-
1ngs, but in practice the leOS will Torm a sup-
port for the table, when the same is either
folded or unfolded. Instead of extending
the outer terminal of the spring latemlly
of the table for securing the parts in their
folded position, a latch, or other suitable
fastening means may be employed for this

. purpose.
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~ The lower portions of the legs 10 and 11
of the table are preferably connected by bars
or braces 22 and 23, pivoted together at the
center by a bolt 24, or other suitable fasten-
Ing means. The top of the table is also pro-
vided at its lower face with a cleat 25, ar-

rangec transversely with relation to the

boards 2, 3 and 4, and located at the free

- side edge of the supporting bar 6 when the
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table 1s ‘11r‘1nﬂ'ed for use.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s:—

1. A folding table compmsmo a top, a
hinged to the top, a foldable bar pivoted
to the hinged bar,legs connected with the
said bars, and a spring connected with the
bars and arranged to hold the legs in their
separated position, said spring being pro-

- vided with an extension connected with the

4()

top of the table and arranged to hold the
parts 1n their folded position.

2. A folding table comprising a top, a bar
hinged at one edcre to the top and support-

g the same fmd ftdapted to permit the top
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to be arranged either i a vertical or hori-
zontal 130811;1011 a pivoted bar carried by the
hinged bar and adapted to be arranged either

longitudinally of the same or at an angle
~ thereto, legs carried

by the said bars, and a
continuous coiled spring connected with the

bar and arranged to hold the legs separated

Copies of this a*ent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the Gommlssmner of Patents,

nected with the top

094,612

[ and havmo* one end extended be rond the

hinged edO'e of the supporting bar and con-
of the table and ar-
ranged to maintain the parts in thelr folded
posmon

3. A folding table comprising a top, a
bar hinged to the top, a foldable bar pwoted
to the 111110*ed bar, legs connected with the
said bars, and a spring connected with the
bar and having portions arranged to hold
the legs in thelr separated position and also
in their folded position.

4. A foldable table comprising a top a bar
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60

hinged at one edge to the top, a foldable bar

"jwoted centrally to the hinged bar at a
point intermediate of the ends thereof, legs

connected with both of said bars, and means

6o

for holding the legs in their folded and -

separated 13031‘510115, “said means including a
spring connection extending from one end
of the hinged bar along the same to the piv-
oted bar and connected with the latter at one
side of 1ts pivot and also extending across

70

the end of the hinged bar and connected to

the table top beyond the hmO’ed edge of the
sald hinged bar.

5. A foldable table comprising a top, a
bar hinged at one edge to the top, a foldable

bar pwoted centrally to the hmoed bar at a -

point intermediate of the ends thereof, legs
connected with both of said bars, and a

single continuous coiled spring connected at

an intermediate point with the hinged bar
at one end thereof and having one portlo_n
extending along the same to and connected
with the pivoted bar at one side of its pivot
for holding the legs in their open or sepa-
rated positions, the other portion of the
spring being extended across and bearing
against the end of the hinged bar and con-
nected to the table top at a point beyond
the hinged edge of the said hinged bar. -
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In testimony, that I claim the foregoing

as my own, I have hereto afiixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

RALPH DOW STACIxPOLE

Witnesses:
‘D. K. Buss,
JoHN NOONAN.

Washington, D. ¢.”
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