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tion taken about on the:line 8—8 of iFig: 25 o
Fig. 9 is a view of the movable lid-or:cover;
Fig. 10 is'a detail sectien taken: through-omes-
of the guideways on each side:of the:desk.).60

The desk illustrated in.the. drawings com-:.
prises a body 1 mounted on suitable legs 2. @4

“and having a drawer 8 such as customarily .
used in desks of this class, said drawer; how-.
ever being of peculiar construction; as will:65
be nointed out more clearly hereinafter: The:
deski is provided with a superstructure sup-: G
ported by the body 1, said-superstructure.
comprising a top 4, sides:5, a movable lid.or.:
cover 6, and suitzble pigeon holes T, should 7
it be desired to employ. the latfer foricdn-:
venient filing ol papers not of a particularly .
private nature. S R SR

The drawer 3 is provided with a partition .

To all whom 1t may coneeras |
Be it known that I, Lpon I NASTER, &

citizen of the United States; residing at

West Hoboken, in the county of Hudson and -
& State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Secret
Cabinets, of which the folle ving is a speclfi-
cation. T o

~ The purpose of the present invention 1s to
provide a novel form of swerel cabinet de-
signed particularly for use in the home, out
susceptible for use in offices, or any other
nlace. S o

It is very irequent {..at persoms are €n-
oaged in breiness, assoclated with organiza-
tions, or otuerwise situated, as to place in
their charge papers or articles of & private
nature, and oftentimes exceedingly valuable.
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A secret-cabinet constructed In accordance

with- the. present invention is preferably

builtdn the form of a writing desk adapted

8 intermediate its outer and inner ends, said:
partition forming a false inner:end:or Jback:
for the drawer and providing a secret com::

e

partmert 9 just in rear of the partition..: -
The drawer 3 is operably, connected with.
| ihe lid or cover 6 by means of the provision. 80
of arms 10 projecting rearwardly: from:the -
drawer, said arms having . flexible:;connec::
tions 11 extending from the rear ends.ofthe:
arms and being attached:at their: opposite::
ends to the front and rear-ends of the.cover,;85
6. The cover 6 is preferably of:curved:form::
and may be of rigid or flexible .construction -
as desired, its side edges operating inyguide-
ways 12 formed in the opposite sides 5tof.
the superstructure of the desk.: The :cover:30
6 is provided primarily to-prevent dust from::
entering the space adjacent tesand.In.the:
pigeon holes 7 and if desired, any-locking::
means may be provided. -for  holding the
cover in its closed position, shown in Kig.2: 99
The fexible connections. 11:consist: pret-.
erably of suitable metallic tape; and:said. --
connections operate over, rollers 13-located.;
in rear of the pigeon holes: ‘and;at inter-
vals beneath and throughout the length. ot 100
the guideways 12. - Said conhections 11l passi;
upwardly through openings; 14 in.thetbody;, <~
1 of the desk to their:points of-attachment.!
to the eover 6. ity Dol G R
Tt will be ebvious from the:foregoing that, (10
+henever the drawer 3-ig;pulied.out;.a cor-:
wesponding movement ~will be impazted .to . ¢
the rear ends of the connections Llaéex@£~tiﬂ§ |

for ms¢in the home for practical and orna-
menta}. purposes, and containing secret com-
partrents adapted to recelve papers or other
artielss, and only accessible oy manipulation
“of parts according to-a predetermined plan,
of operation known only to one properly -
formed. v ... L
. While the invention is embodied in the
20 form of a desk, as hereinafter described, 1t
+ is to be understood, of course, that the cab-
inet might be otherwise constructed to pro-
duce an.article of furniture of entirely dif-
ferent form from that illustrated in the ac-
35 companying drawings, in which— o
.+ Figure 11s a perspective view of a writing
desk embodying the invention, the drawer |
thereof being shown open and the movable
panelprovided on the false nartition of the
drawer, being moved into a position eXDOSING
the key-hole normally carried thereby; Hig.
9. ¥ A transverse vertical sectional view oi
the desk or calinet; Fig. 3 is a longitudinal
section taken about on the line 3—3 or Kig.
9: Fig. 4 is a fragmentary nerspective view,
partly in section, showing one of the spring
aotuated catches carried by the slidable top
and which normally. holds sald -top locked:
against removal; Hig. 5 1s a detall frag-
mentary view bringing out more clearly ther
arrangement of the stop lever carried: Dy
the. drawer:; Fig. 6 is a fragmeniary plan
view of the rear portion of the drawer and |
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o pill on the rear end.of the cover;6ian
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agsocinted parts; #ig. T 18 a-detall perspec- simultaneously -opening the cover. . dn. like 1110

1

tive view of the falss partition carrying the
stop lever arranged thereonj if1g. .18 2 S€C-

manner, when. the idrawer 3 is! closed, the..

55 L
outer of front;ends of the:connectionst1d;i =




' pull. down the outer end of the cover 6 and

~ Torming another secret compartment 18 be-

10

2.

draw the latter into
shown 1n Fig. 2. |

In rear of the pigeon holes 7, and hidden
from view from the outside of the desk by a
curved partition 15, is a secret compartment
16, above whith is a removable shelf 17

closed positions, as

tween the back 19 of the superstructure and
the top 4 and said shelf.

~Under ordinary conditions of use of the
cabinet or desk hereinbefore described, the

- drawer 3 will be limited in its outward

15
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movement by means of a stop lever 20 piv-
oted to the inner side of the partition 8, one
end of the stop lever projecting slightly

~above the partition so as to engage with a

cleat or projection 21 secured to the under
side of the top portion of the body 1. The

normal limit of movement of the drawer 3

1s 1llustrated by the innermost dotted line

- position of the drawer shown in Fig. 2, and

29

30

of ‘course, under ordinary conditions, the
fact that there is a secret compartment 9 in

rear of the partition 8 would not be known
to any one using the cabinet because said

compartment 9 is not exposed until the
drawer moves outwardly to the outermost
dotted line position shown in Fig. 2. In
other words, the drawer 3 has two limits of
outward movement, the inner limit of out-

- ward movement being fixed by engagement

39

40

45

00

of the stop lever 20 with the part 21. In a
simllar manner, by reason of the connections

11, the cover 6 has two limits of movement
rearwardly in the guideways 12, the first

limit of rearward movement positioning the
cover so that 1t projects at its end slightly
beyond the spring catches 22 mounted on the

sides 5 at points intermediate the ends of the

guideways 12. Springs ‘28 coact with the
catches 22 and normally tend to force said
catches ontwardly, such movement being re-
sisted, however, by the cover 6 when the lat-
ter 1s closed and when it is opened to its first

limit of rearward movement. _
- A person possessing a . knowledge of the

operation of the cabinet for the purpose of
obtaining access to the compartments 9, 16
and 18, will first pull the drawer 8 outward

 to its limit of movement until it stops by
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engagement of the stop lever' 20 with the
projection 21, said person then moving
downwardly a pivoted panel 24 on the outer

’ side of the partition 8, thereby exposing a

key-hole 25 normally hidden by said panel
24. A key is then infroduced into the key-
hole 25 and turned to engage the lever 20

until the upper -end of said lever is disen-

gaged from the projection 21, whereupon
the operator pulls the drawer to its outer-
most lingit of movement, said drawer having
been rel8ased by the above operation. The
cover 6 which, when the drawer is pulled to
its first limit of outward movement, pro-

~ornamental portion of the

!

994,000

jected over the catches 29 holding said

catches 1n engagement with the opénings 26

in flanges 27 projecting downwardly from
the top 4, is caused by the movement of the
drawer to its outermost limit, to move suffi-
ctently far in the rearward direction to be

disengaged from the catches 22, releasin.

said catches and permitting their springs ¢+
to force them out of engagement with the
openings 26. The top 4 1s adapted for hori-
zontal sliding movement upon the sides 5,

sald sides having at their uppermost por-
tions grooves to receive the flanges or tongues

27 of the top 4, as shown clearly in Fig. 3.
Therefore, when the top 4 is released by dis-

engagement from the catches 22, the op-
erator can readily pull outwardly upon the -

top 4, moving it into the dotted line position

shown in Fig. 2,-thereby exposing the com-

partment 18, which latter may comprise a
number of small compartments, should it be
desired. The compartment 16 will not be

accessible until the shelf 17, which  forms a

side of the compartment 18, is removed,
whereupon any papers or articles located in
the compartment 16 will be found accessible.
The parts of the invention, having been op-
erated in the manner described, and the se-
cret compartments exposed, the operator
closes said compartments by forcing the
shelt 17 downwardly over the upper end of
the compartment 16, after which the top 4
1s slid rearwardly over the shelf 17 to hold
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the latter in place. The drawer 3 may now

be forced inwardly, care being taken that

the stop-lever 20 is prevented from engage--
ment with the projection 21 in such move-
ment. As soon as the partition 8 is locked
at the inner side of the projection 21. the

key by which the stop lever 20 is manipu-
lated may be removed permitting said lever
to gravitate into its operative position with

100
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respect to the part 21. The panel 24 is then |

raised to cover and hide from view the key 10

hole 25, whereupon these parts of the inven-

tion which might create a suspicion that the

cabinet s possessed of secret compartments,
are rendered practically invisible, because in
the closing movement of the drawer 3, the
cover 6 has been pulled outwardly a sufficient
distance to engage over the catches 22, hid-

ing these parts also from view and throwing
said catches into locking engagement with
the parts 27 on the top 4, preventing dis- |

placement of the latter.

115
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 The panel 24 is hinged, but the hinges are

practically invisible and said panel is asso-
clated with other panels 24’ forming an

being rigid, however. -
- The - front side of the ~~mpartment 16
consists of the partition 28, and the shelf 17

slides in grooves 17’ in the opposite sides

5 of -the superstructure on the body 1.
It will of course be understood that cabi-

drawer, the latter

195
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nets constructed in accordance with this in- |

vention wiil have different keys actuating
their levers 20 in order to prevent opening

of the drawer to its outermost limit of move-
‘ment except by a person having the proper

kej?. _'
Having thus described the invention, what

is claimed as new is:

1. In a secret cabinet, the combination of

a body having a secret compartment, a mov-.

“able top normally closing said secret com-

1o

partment, a drawer mounted on the body,
locking means normally preventing move-
ment of the top, and mechanism operable by
the drawer and coacting with said locking
means for releasing and preventing move-

-~ ment of the top.
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9. In a secret cabinet, the combination of

a body having a secret compartment, a mov-
able top normally closing said compartment,

o drawer mounted in the body, locking

means normally preventing movement of the
top, a device for actuating said locking
means to release or lock the top, and means
connecting said device for operation by the
drawer. .

3. In a secret cabinet, the combination of
a - body having a secret compartment, a
drawer mounted on the body, 2 top normally
closing ‘said secret compartment, a cover

cooperating with the top, means operable |
by the cover for locking and releasing the

top, and connections between the drawer and
the cover, whereby the position of the drawer
controls the position of the cover and co-
operation of the latter with the locking
means. | -

4. Tn a secret cabinet, the combination of
a, body having a secret compartment, 2 mov-
able top normally closing said compartment,
a drawer, a movable covér associated with
the top, catches preventing displacement ot
the top and normally prevented from opera-
tion by the ‘cover, and connections between
the cover and drawer for actuating the cover
to permit the operation of the catches to re-

lease the top.

o0
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- 5, In a secret cabinet, the combination of
2 body having a secret compartment, a mov-
able top normally closing said compartment,

catches normally preventing movement of

‘the top, and a cover associated with the top

and movable into positions-rendering the

catches operative and inoperative with re- , ret
' | normally closing said compartment and ren-
dering the same inaccessible, a locking de-.

spect to the top.

6. In a secret cabinet, the combination of

a body having a secret compartment, 2 mov-

~ able top normally closing said compartment,

60

iy

catches normally preventing

catches to throw the same into and out .c.

operative position with respect to the top.
7 In a secret cabinet, the combination of

3 body having a secret compartment, a mov-

able top normally closing said compartment,

movement of
the top, and a cover coacting with said !

l":._i: .ir:: ?:‘

Fod

a drawer, catches normally preventing moye:.
‘ment of the top, a cover

A
- ‘operable by saxd,
drawer and coacting with said. catches. 10,

%ﬁd:ﬂ .I
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throw the same into and out of operative., .

and means

R
gl

position with respect to the top;,
to,

limiting the movement of the dgawe‘r

. .o .

prevent the cover from rendering the catches,

-
" i .

. a g S e RN e 7 R
inoperative with respect to the top _under,

' »

. '

v '
—

normal conditions of service. ... *-

8. In a-secret cabinet, the combl
a body having a secret- compartment, ‘2 MoV-
able top normally closing said compartment,
a drawer, catches normally preventing move-
ment of the top, a cover operable by said
drawer and coacting with said catches to
throw the same into and out of operative po-

sition with respect to the top, means limit-

ing the movement of the drawer to prevent

the cover from rendering the catches inop- .

erative with respect to the top under normal
conditions of service, and means for actuat-
ing the last mentioned means to permit the
drawer ‘to move
rendering the catches inoperative with re-
spect to the top. -

9. In a secret cabinet, the combination of
a body having a secret compartment, closing
means for said compartment rendering same
normally inaccessible, locking means for
ciosing means, a drawer coacting with the
locking means to render the latter operative
or inoperative, and means coacting with the

drawer toc mnormally prevent movement

thereof beyond a predetermined position,
whereby the locking means will be normally
maintained inoperative.

10. In a secret cabinet, the combination of

| a body having a secret compartment, closing
means for said compartment rendering same

normally inaccessible, locking means for the
closing means, a drawer coacting with the
locking means to render the latter operative
or inoperative, and means coacting with the

drawer to normally prevent movement there-

of beyond a predetermined position, whereby
the Jocking means will be normally main-
tained inoperative; and means whereby the
last mentioned means may be actuated to
permit movement of the drawer beyond a

predetermined position to render the locking
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the cover into a posifion .

90
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means operative under certain condifions of

service. _ |
11. In a secret cabinet, the'combination of

a body having a secret compartment, means

vice for the closing means, a movable cover
arranged to prevent =ccess to the locking
means, means tor actu«iing said cover, means
for normally _limiting the movement of the

cover, maintaining the inaccessibility of the

locking means, and means for causing ab-
normal movement of the cover to render the
locking means accessible.

19. In a secret cabinet, the combination of

120
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a body having a secret compartment, means

normally closing said compartment and ren-
~dering the same inaccessible, a locking de-

vice for the closing means, a movable cover
arranged to prevent access to the locking
means, a drawer connected with the cover
for actuating the same, means codperating
with the drawer to limit the movement of
the latter to thereby limit the movement of
the cover and normally maintain the inac-

- cessibility of the locking means, and means

whereby the last mentioned limiting means
may be actuated to cause abnormal move-

ments of the drawer and cover, rendering

the locking means accessible.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

LEON KNASTER.

Withesses: .
Aporpr MussoriNo,
AporLrr (GRIMSDER.
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