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To all whom it may concern:

Be -1t known that I, Epwin F. CranNk, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Buif-
falo, in the county of Erie and State of New

-York, have invented certain new:and use-

ful Improvements in Book - Holders, of

~ which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in

' book-holders, and it has for its object the

production of a simple, Inexpensive and
durable device of this character which is ad-

justable to hold books of different sizes and

- also adjustable to light. A book-holder of

- this kind 1s very desirable for use on desks
- 156

in school-rooms, as it assures proper place-
ment with reference to the eyes and conse-

- quently prevents eye strain. When fastened
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to a desk, its use permits pupils to sit in

“natural position, thus assisting in their

proper development by reason of its pre-

- venting round shoulders, curvature of the

- spine, and unequal development of the chest

.30

‘and shoulders, all of which would tend to
~ check the proper action of the circulating,
. 25 respiratory and digestive organs of the body.

- Moreover, it promotes cleanliness, saves the

binding of books and prevents soiling and

wearing the leaves by continual handling.

- The invention consists in the construction,

arrangement, and combination of parts to be

hereinafter described and particularly point-

ed out 1n the appended claims. '
In the drawings,—Figure 1 is a perspec-

t1ve view of my improved book-holder, show-
ing 1n dotted lines the manner of holding a

book therein. TFig. 2 is a central vertical

~ section of the same. Fig. 3 is a detached

perspective view of the lower end of the

.~ brace-arm. Iig. 4 1s a horizontal section
C .40
' ~ tion taken on line z—a, Fig. 2.

taken on line w—w, I'ig. 2. TFig. 5 is a sec-
' 2., INg. 6 1s
an enlarged section taken on line y—y, Fig,
1. Kig. 7 1s a section taken on line z—=z,
Fig. 2. '

Referring now to the drawings in detail,

- like numerals of reference refer to like parts
- 1n the several figures.

~ 7 retalning
 desired place.

“T'he holder comprises essentially a base 8,

L a support 9 held to said base, a brace-mem-
50

ber 10 bracing said support from said base,
and a retaining-member 11 on said base for
the book in open condition at any

The base 8 1s préfembly stamped from a

piece of sheet-metal and given a rectangular

[ Olltliﬂe.

It 1s raised between its marginal
portions to provide an elevated center 12
surrounded by a marginal base-flange 18.
At one point, preferably one of the corners
of the base, a securing-screw 14 is passed

the desk the holder is to be fastened to, thus
permitting the base to be swung about with
sald screw as its pivot. Pivotally mounted
on sald base 1s the book-support 9 which is

preferably formed of stiff-wire curved rear-

ward midlength, as at 15, thence npward at

opposite ends of said rearwardly-curved por-
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through said flange to take into the top of
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tion, as at 16, thence laterally in opposite

directions, as at 17, thence recurved at the

outer ends of said laterally-directed portions,
as at 18, thence downward from said re-

curved portions to the base, as at 19, and

finally immward to form pivots 20 which are
held in loops 21 formed by cutting a pair of

slits near each side of the base and bulging

the metal between each pair of slits upward,
as clearly shown in Fig. 1. The rearwardly-

curved portion 15, the upwardly-directed

portion 16 and the laterally-directed portion

17 constitute the cross or top member of the

support, which I will designate 22, and the
downwardly-directed portions 19 act as the
sides of said support. _ - |

The brace-member 10 is preferably formed
of a bar of metal having a reduced inverted
T-shaped lower end 23, and a longitudinal
slot 24. Said T-shaped lower end serves to

pivotally and removably hold said brace-

member to the base, and for this purpose,

| sa1d base has a T-shaped opening 25 through
which the lateral arms 26 of said T-shaped

lower end are passed, which arms bear

against the under side of the base to prevent -

accidental detachment of the brace-member
therefrom. The stem-portion 27 of said
T-shaped opening is longer than the trans-
verse bar formed by said lateral-arms and
sald transverse-bar is longer than the dis-
tance between the outer ends of the laterally-
extended
ing. It is necessary, therefore, in applying

sald brace-member to the base, to pass the

T-shaped end thereof lengthwise through

the stem-portion 27 of the T-shaped open-

ing to bring the lateral-arms of said brace-

portions 28 of said T-shaped open-

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

106

member 1nto a plane beneath the underside

of the base; to then draw the brace-member
rearward against the rear end of said stem-
portion; and finally, to give the brace-mem-

110



aer

ber a one-quarter turn to bring said lateral-

arms underneath and in contact with the

underside of said base. .
‘Held to the rearwardly-curved interme-

diate portion 15 of the support 9 1s a screw
- 29 whach has an enlarged head 380 provided
~ with an opening 31 to permit of its being

~ passed over one end of the wire forming the

10

15 .
-~ the brace-member 10 and the support 9 are
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- comprises two

 support and along the same to 1ts proper po-
sition and which also permits of 1ts turning
- Sald screw 1s  passed
through the slot 24 in the brace-member and

on the support.

a nut-32 1s applied to its free projecting enc
to securely connect said member and the sup-
port together. It will be noticed that both

pivotally attached to the base, but as they
are attached to different points of the base,
the brace-member holds the support firmly

in any adjusted position after the nut 32 1s

tightened upon 1ts screw.
‘Stamped from the base 8, preferably at

points directly in advance of the pivotal
points of connection of said support 9 to said
“base, are two upstanding lips 83 against
‘which the lower end of an open book placed

against said support 1s adapted to bear, and
said base has centrally therein between said

pivotal points a depression 34 whose bottom

slopes rearward and in which the lower end
of the back of the book is to be placed, as
clearly shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2. "The

base 8 has also an elongated depression or
“groove 385 formed therein which extends
from the depression 34 to the front edge

of the base and in said groove, at a point
between its ends, the metal base 1s pierced
to provide an aperture 36 which 1s threaded
for a purpose to presently appear.

-~ The retaining-member 11 of the device
parts 37, 38; the part 37 be-

 ing a longitudinally movable bar 39 having
‘a pair of upstanding ears 40 at 1ts front end,

~a lip
45

41 rising therefrom in front of and
in contact with the front edges of said ears,
and a longitudinal slot 42 in rear of said

ears; while the part 88 is a vertically swing-

~ ing leaf-holder comprising a lever 43 piv-

- 00

oted at its front end between said ears and
having opposite laterally-extended arms 44.
Passing through the slot 42 and taking into

~ the threaded aperture 36 i1s a thumb screw

- 55

- against the supp

422, which, when loosened, permits the re-
talning-member 11 to be adjusted bodily

toward or from the book support 9, so that

books of various sizes can be held open
ort.

affected, the screw 422 is tightened and the

60

swinging of the part 38 then holds the
open at the desired place. -
The vertically swinging part 38 is preter-

iy

“ably formed of a single piece of sheet metal

6o

of the proper outline doubled upon 1itself to
form the lever 43 and shitted through a por-
tion of its length to permit the two thick-

After adjustment is

ook

-y

with said book. .. | | | |
By arranging the base to swing on the

| desk.

i
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nesses of metal to be bent at right a,_ngles to

the lever portion to form the arms 44. The

| pivoted end of said lever is enlarged as at
45, to form a stop which serves to limit the

downward movement of said lever, and said

end has also an offset portion forming a

shoulder 46 adapted to bear against the up-
per edge of the lip 41 at the front end of
part 37; said shoulder serving to
the upward movement of said lever. While
the shoulder 46 serves to limit the upward
movement of said lever, 1t also acts 1n con-
nection with a slot 47, tormed 1n said lever,

to lock the latter in depressed position. Said
80
on the part 37 so that the shoulder 46 may
be brought into or moved out of engage-
ment with the lip 41. When the lever 43 1s

slot permits the lever to be moved lengthwise

swung down into contact with the leaves of

a book placed against the support and then
moved forward to bring the shoulder 46 of |

prevent
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said lever in contact with the lip 41, the book

1s held open at the desired place and the

user has free use of his hands for writing or
o0

other work. When said lever 1s depressed
and 1n contact with the open book, the pivot-
pin 48 which 1s passed through said lever
and fastened in the upstanding ears 40 is at
the rear end of slot 47 and the shoulder 46

of said lever 1s in engagement with the lip

41. The lever must therefore be drawn

rearward so as to bring said pin to the front

end of said slot and move the shouider 46
on said lever out of contact with the lip 41,
before the lever 1s swung up out of contact

or other article of furniture which 1t
may

be fastened to, the open book may be
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adjusted to face the light, and by adjusting ~"°

the support on the pivoted base-member, the

book may be set at any desired inclination.

- Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim 18— I . -

1. A book-holder comprising a base, a sup-
port pivotally secured to said base, means
for holding said support at any desired in-

clination between two extremes, and a book-

retaining member on said base bodily ad-
justable toward and from said support.
9. A book-holder comprising a base, a

The manner of connecting the retaining-
‘member 11 to.the base, also permits of books
- of different sizes being securely held on the
‘device 1n open position. - '
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wire support pivotally secured to said base,

a screw on sald support, a brace-member ris-

ing from said base and having an opening
through which said screw is passed, a nut
applied to said screw, and means to retain
a book open against said support. '

125

3. A book-holder comprising a base, a :

support formed of wire fashioned to provide
side-members pivotally secured at their
Jower ends to sald base and a cross member



- 40 pair of upstanding ears at its front end, and

a lever pivotally held at its front

' ZCOHﬁeCting the upper ends of said side-mem- |
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bers and having a rearwardly-curved por-

‘tion midlength, a brace-member pivotally

secured to said base and adjustably connect-

ed to said support, and means to retain a

- book open against said support.

4. A book-holder comprising a base, a

wire-support pivotally held to said base, a
screw having a transverse opening through
“which the wire of said support 1s passed, a

pivoted brace-member through which said

screw is passed, a nut applied to said screw,

and means to retain a book open against said

- support. .
15

ing an opening, a support pivotally held to

5. A book—holder comprising a base hav-

- said base, and a brace-arm adjustably con-

920

- 25 Jlever pivotally mounted on said bar and

‘adapted to bear against an open book placed
- against said sup
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nected with said support and having a T-
shaped portion at its lower end extending
through said opening. '

6. A book-holder comprising a base, a

support rising from said base, a book re-
taining-member on said base having a bar

longitudinally-movable on said base and a

ort.

7. A hook-hold%r comprising a sheet-metal
base having a depression stamped therein, a
support rising from said base, a bar in said
depression having a longitudinal slot, a se-
curing-screw passing through said slot and
taking into said base, and a lever pivotally
secured to said bar and adapted to bear

against an open book placed against said

support. | ‘

8. A book-holder comprising a base, a sup-
port on said base, a bar adjustable toward
and from said support and provided with a

enczl be-

tween said ears and having laterally-dis-
posed arms at its rear end.

9. A book-holder comprising a base, a sup-
port on said base, a bar adjustable toward
and from said support and provided with a
pair of upstanding ears at its front end and
with an upstanding lip in front of and in
contact with said ears, a book-retaining lever
having its front end held between said ears
and provided with a slot at its front end and

with a downwardly-facing shoulder at its

front edge, and a pivot-pin passed through
said ears and said slot, said lever being
adapted to be moved lengthwise to bring
said shoulder in contact with said upstand-
g lip. '

10. A book-holder comprising a base, a

support on said base, a bar adjustable toward

and from said support and provided with a

3
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pair of upstanding ears at its front end and

with an upstanding lip in front of and in

contact with sald ears, a book retaining-

lever having a slotted enlarged front end

adapted to bear against salid base and a
<houlder on its front edge adapted to en-
oage said upstanding lip, and a pivot-pin

65

passed through said ears and the slot of said

lever.

11. A book-holder comprising a sheet
metal base having upstanding lips stamped
therefrom, a support in a plane in rear of
said lips, and means to hold a book open
against said support.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto aflix my
sipnature in the presence of two subscribing
wltnesses.

EDWIN F. CRANE.

Witnesses:
Exra C. PLUECKHAHN,
Eymit. NEUHART.

~ Copiles of this.p'a.tent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D, C.”
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