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To all whom 1t may CONcermn:

Be it known that I, Axxa GUTH, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Seattle, 1n
the county of King and State of Washing-
ton, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements 1n Curtain-Stretchers, of
which the following is a specification.

The object of this invention is to improve
the efficiency of curtain-stretchers by render-
ing the same more convenient to manipulate
for accommodating curtains of various s1zes,
and by affording improved means for secur-
ing a curtain to the stretcher-frame.

With these ends in view the invention con-
«1ste in the novel construction and combina-

tion of parts as will appear in the follow- |

ing description and be particularly pointed
out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view
of a curtain-stretcher embodying my inven-
tion, with a portion thereof shown in section.
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the same with
the fabric omitted and the pins housed.
Fig. 8 is a perspective view illustrating one
corner of my improved stretcher and show-
ing the comstruction of various parts there-
at. Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are detail views 1llus-
trating parts hereinaiter specifically de-
scribed.

The stretcher frame is comprised of end
hars 10 and side bars 11 whereof the latter
re each constructed of two lengths which
~re comnected at their meeting ends by
hinges 12 so that the frame may be folded to
occupy less space when not in use. These
hinges may be located upon the upper faces
of the respective bars and, to secure the
frame in its extended condition, a fastening,
such as bolt 18, Fig. 2, is provided upon the
<ides of the bars opposite to that whereon
the hinges are applied. '

The several side and end bars have fixedly
secured, as by screws 14, to one end of each
an arm plate 15 (see Figs. 1 and 4) of
oreater length than the width of a bar so as
fo afford a portion 15" to protrude from the
inner face of the bar. A slidable pin plate
16 is provided for each of the plates 15 and
- connected therewith from one end by hav-
ing a laterally directed reduced end, or stud,
167 which sockets in a hole 17 provided in
the plate 15, and from 1its other end by a
clamp screw 18 extending through a hole
17’ in the plate part 15" to engage in &
hreaded hole 16”7 in the plate 16. Fixedly

secured to each of said bars and to the end

R

serve as jaws between which

thereof opposite to that to which the plate 15
"« conmected is a fixed end plate 19 having a
limb 197 extending for a distance longitudi-
nally along the inner face of a bar. Said
plate-limbs are severally provided with a
<lot 19’7 wherethrough the respective studs
16’ and screws 18 extend to couple the plate
15 which is located outside of the plate 19
with the plate 16 upon the 1nner side of the
same. The plates 15 and 16 _are of greater
widths than the respective slots and to ac-
commodate the plate 16 a recess 20 for each
is provided to the rear of the plate limb 197,
As thus assembled the plates 15 and 16
the plate-limb
197 is clamped by manipulating the appro-
priate screw 18. .

As illustrated in Fig. 1, the plates 15 are
juxtaposed with the plate-parts 19”7 and con-
sequently the frame may be adjusted by mov-
ing the bar ends which are equipped with
the clamping-jaws 1n or out with respect to
‘e ends which are provided with the
plates 19.

Rach bar of the frame is formed as shown
in Fig. 3, with a longitudinal groove 21 n
its top face and 2 correspondingly arranged
oroove 22 at the bottom. These grooves are
connected by a series of spaced apertures
each comprised of a chamber 23 opening 1nto
the groove 22 and a relatively small hole 24
opening into both said chamber and the
oroove 21. The holes 24 are disposed to be
in the plane of the inner edge 91’ of the re-
spective grooves.

An advantageous manner of forming the
frame-bars is by making grooves 21 of an
initial depth to extend down to the cham-
bers 23 below and then inserting a strip 26
within the groove and which 1s provided
with notches along cne edge to furnish the
o forementioned holes 24. As shown, the
tock at each side of the grooves 21 1s Te-
cessed, as at 21’, to receive the edge portions
of the respective strips. These strips may
be provided with oraduated marks 25, Fig.
3, to facilitate the adjustment of the frame
and also in setting out selected pins of the
stretcher devices.

The abovementioned pin devices, see Figs.
3 and 6, are each comprised of a single piece
of spring wire formed with two arms 27
and 27 of unequal lengths which extend
rom an intermediate coiled part 23. The
pins are inserted through the bar grooves 22
{0 have both of the pin arms extend into
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the respective chambers 23, while the longer
arms extend through the holes 24 into the
groove 21 beyond, whereat they are bent out-

wardly with respect to the frame to furuish

impaling hooks 29 whereby curtain fabrics
are directly engaged, as indicated in I'ig. 1.
Lo employ the stretcher, it is first ad-

Justed to a size suitable for a curtain and is

thus secured by the clamp screws 18. Se-
lected pins are next protruded from the
various bars to occupy positions correspond-
ing to that indicated by datted lines « in
Fig. 8. The curtain is then engaged about
its margin upon such protruded pins and so
maintained until the drying of the fabric is
completed. After the curtain is removed,
the pins are thrust back into the positions
represented by full lines in Fig. 8, and
whereat, the entire pin will, as shown, be
housed within the bars.

It 1s to be noted that in use the pin arms
27 will bear against the groove edges 217 to
serve as a bracket support in proximity to
the hooks and enable the same to withsfand
a. considerable strain without becoming dis-
torted. Furthermore, by forming the pin-
arms with a normal spread greater than the
width of the chambers 23 the resiliency of
the pin arms, supplemented by the pin coils,
acting against the walls of such chambers
will effect the maintenance of the pins in set
positions, viz—in their housed or protruding
positions. |

What I claim as my invention, is—

L. In a curtain-stretcher, a frame com-
prising end-bars and side-bars adjustably
connected together, said bars being each

993,519

formed with a groove in its front face, a
groove 1n 1ts rear face and a series of open-
Ings between the respective Qrooves, in Com-
bination with a plurality of pins extending
through said openings” into both of the
grooves of the respective bars, said pins each
provided with an impaling hook which is
adapted to be lodged in the respective face-
groove when unemployed or protruded
therefrom for use. o

2. In a curtain stretcher, the stretcher-
frame comprising side bars and end bars,
one end of each of said side bars having rig-
1dly secured thereto a slidable pin plate, an
arm plate, a slotted end plate secured to the
opposite end of each’ of said bars and inter-
posed between the respective first named
plates, and clamp screws extending through
the slots of the said end plate and engaging

| the other plates for securing the frame bars

in adjusted positions.

3. In a curtain stretcher, the stretcher
frame comprising two part foldable side
bars and integral end bars, one end of each
of said bars having rigidly secured thereto
a slidable pin plate, an arm plate connected
with the first named plate, a slotted end
' plate secured to the opposite end of each of

first named plates, and clamp screws ex-
tending through the slots of the said end
plate and engaging the other plates for se-

| . . ) .
- curing the frame bars in adjusted positions.

ANNA GUTH.

Witnesses
Pierre BarNgs,

| H. BaArxNEs.
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