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To all whom ?,t may concern:

- Be it known that I, Caaries A. WHELAN,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Buena Vista, in the county of Chaffee and
State of Colorado, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Buckles:

~and I do declare the following to be a full,
- clear, and exact description of the invention,

10

15

end of the strap thus securely held by the:
clamping engagement of “the tongue there-
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such as will enable others skilled in the art

to which 1t appertains to make and use the
- same. | ]

This invention relates to improvements in

buckles.

~ One object of the inventiciﬁ_is tol.prciﬁde-

a buckle having an improved construction
and arrangement of tongue, and means

. whereby the strap may be quickly and easily

engaged with the buckle and tongue, and the

with. -

- Another object is to provide‘_.a :'buckle. by |

~means of which the end of a strap may be

~ view, the invention consists of certain novel
Teatures of construction, combination and

30
- the appended claims., - R
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

1S & perspective view of a package fastened

by a strap having my improved buckle ap-
39

- which the strap is engaged with and secured

by the buckle; Fig. 2 is a plan view of the:
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) *-'secured without the necessity of providing

perforations in the strap. B
With the foregoing and other objects in

arrangement oi parts as will be more fully
described and particularly _po_inted“out n

plied thereto, and showing the manner in

buckle; Fig. 8 is a bottom plan view of the

. buckle ; Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional
view thereof; Fig. 5 is a similar view show-

ings, 1 denotes the body portion of the

buckle, said body portion being formed from
a flat metal plate which may be of any suit-

- able shape and which is here shown as be-
ing of oblong or rectangular form. The plate
~ or body portion of the buckle is bent into
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~a strap

- H5

the form of a compound curve and in the
inner end of the plate is formed a trans-

verse slot 2, in which is secured one end of
3. The slot 2 1s enlarged on one

sidde midway between its ends to form a

notch 4, which is adapted to be engaged with
a nail or similar device for hanging up the

buckle and strap.

: Application ﬁled'h’l.'ar‘ch 3,"19.10. -' -'_Seriaz,l _No.- 547;044.
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~In the plate or body 1, a suitable distance

1rom the slot 2, is formed a second notch or
slot 5, which opens through one edge of the
buckle, as shown. Loosely connected to-the _
‘plate or body of the buckle between the slot
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2 and notch 5 is a strap engaging tongue 6, -
‘which is preferably in the form of a flat

metal plate on the inner end of which are

tormed downwardly and rearwardly bent
‘hook -shaped fastening lugs 7, which are
. | adapted to be engaged with slots 8 formed

1n the plate 1, whereby the tongue is loosely
held in position. On the rear edge of the
tongue are also formed rearwardly project-
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ing stop lugs 9, which engage the upper side
of the plate or body portion and serve to
limit the upward swinging or rocking move-

connected with the plate or body 1 of the

‘ment of the tongue. When the tongue is
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buckle, as shown and described, the forward

‘edge of the tongue will lap over the slot or

notch 5 a sufficient distance to bring the for-

- In order to faSteli the'f end (I)f“the?._siiraﬁp";,'

engagement of the strap with the space 10,
the outer corner of the forward edge of the

tongue 1s shghtly rounded, as is also the ad-
jacent corner of the forward edge of the
‘slot or notch 5. By thus rounding the cor-

‘ners of the tongue and edge of the slot, the -

outer end of the space 10 is made flaring as
shown at 11, which, when the edge of the
oguide the

strap is engaged therewith, will

‘ward edge of the tongue adjacent to the for-
‘ward edge of the notch or slot 5, thus form-
| Ing between the forward edge of the tongue

‘and the adjacent edge of the notch a space -
10 preterably about one-sixteenth of an inch
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atter the same has been passed around the

| package or articles to be fastened thereby,
‘the free end of the strap is slipped into the

| space 10 between the edge of the tongue and
‘the adjacent edge of the slot 5, whereby the
strap will be securely clamped by the tongue
against the adjacent edge of the slot 5 which
will prevent any backward movement of the
strap through the buckle. By thus securing

‘the strap, any backward pull thereon will
- | simply cause the tongue to more tightly grip
- 1ing the end of a strap secured by the buckle. | or bind the strap. In order to facilitate the
- Referring more particularly to the draw-
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strap anto the space 10. The inner forward

~corner of the tongue is also slightly rounded
as shown at 12 whereby, when the strap is
drawn into engagement with the edge of the 1
‘buckle, the inner edge of the strap will tend
- "to curl or bind around the cormer of the
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' tongue and will thus aid in holding the
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strap from slipping laterally out of the
space 10. | | -

In the forward end of the plate or body
1 of the buckle is formed a third notch or

slot 18, which opens through the opposite
edge of the buckle from the mnotch or slot
5. The notch or slot 13 is provided to re-

ceive the end of the strap after being fas-
tened by the tongue, thus preventing the
casual disengagement or releasing of the

strap from its fastening between the tongue
and the adjacent edge of the notch .

A buckle constructed as herein shown and

described will be simple, strong, durable and
inexpensive in construction, efficient and re-
liable in operation, and is adapted to receive
and secure the end of a strap much more

quickly than the common or ordinary form of
buckle. '

- From the foregoing description taken in

connection with the accompanying draw-

ings, the construction and operation of the

invention will be readily understood with-
out requiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion
and the minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the

principle or sacrificing any of the advan-

tages of this invention as defined 1n the ap-
pended claims. - _
Having thus described my invention, what

T claim 1s:— |

1. The combination of a strap, a buckle
attached to one end of the strap and pro-
vided with an S-shaped portion forming
parallel transverse slots which open on op-
posite sides of the buckle and which are

adapted to receive the free end of the strap, |

and a gripping tongue loosely mounted on
the buckle to co-act with the inner slot and

engage the strap, the other slot serving to |

retain the strap in the inner one.
9. A buckle of the character described
comprising a plate having formed in one

end a strap receiving slot and in 1ts opposite
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end a strap fastening notch and a holding
notch, a tongue comprising a flat plate ar-
ranged on one side of the buckle and adapt-
ed to overlap said strap fastening notch and
to coact therewith to grip the end of the
strap when engaged therewith, hook-shaped
fastening lugs formed on said tongue plate
and adapted to be engaged with the buckle
plate to loosely attach the tongue thereto
whereby the latter is adapted to have a
slight swinging movement, and stop lugs
formed on said tongue plate and adapted to
engage the buckle plate to limit said swing-
ing movement of the tongue.

3. A buckle comprising a plate bent in
the form of a compound curve, said plate
having formed therein adjacent to one end
a strap receiving slot having an eniargement
adapted to be engaged with a nail or other
support and in its opposite end having
formed fastening and holding notches, said
notches opening inwardly from opposite
edges of the buckle plate, a tongue compris-
ing a plate loosely connected to the buckle
plate and adapted to lap over the buckle
fastening notch whereby the forward edge
of said tongue plate coacts with the rear

edge of the notch to grip or bind the strap
‘when engaged therewith, said tongue and

edge of the slot having rounded outer cor-

‘ners to facilitate the engagement ot the strap

between said edges of the tongue and
notch, said tongue also having its inner cor-
ner rounded off, whereby the inner edge of
the strap is caused to curl or bind around
said corner, thus preventing lateral slip-
ping movement of the strap from between
the edge of the tongue and slot.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

CHARLES A. WHELAN.

Witnesses :
IF'rank HARRISON,

C. W. Harrocx.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
| - 'Washington, D. C.” |
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