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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Cuarues W. Crarx, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident

of the city of New York, borough of Brook-

lyn, Kings county, State of New York, have
invented certain- new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Dancing Toys, of which the follow-
ing 1s a full, clear, and exact specification,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which 1t appertains to make and use the
sate.

This invention relates to certain mmprove-
ments In dancing toys and more particularly
to that type in which a figure having jointed
arms and legs 1s resiliently supported above

- a platform which may be made to vibrate.

The main object of my invention is to
simplify the construction and reduce the
cost of manufacture so as to be able to
manufacture a very efficient toy of this
character at a minimum expense.

One of the main features of my invention
1s the simple method which I employ for
supporting the figure and the platform from
the base. To do this I employ two springs,
one which has one end directly secured to the
platform to constitute the sole support of
the latter and the other has one end secured
to the body of the figure so as to constitute
the sole support for said figure. The two
springs have their opposite ends secured to
the platform and furthermore secured by the
use of a single securing member so that the
platform and the figure may be secured to

‘the base by a single operation.

A further important feature of my inven-
tion 1s the means which I employ for secur-

1ng the arms to the body so that each arm

will swing with a rolling movement throueh
a curved plane as the figure dances. In

~ other words, the arms as they swing either
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forwardly or rearwardly from the inter-
mediate or normal position approach each
other.

Othgr important features will be referred
to more fully hereinafter.

Reference 1s to be had to the accompany-

ing drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication, in which similar reference numerals

represent corresponding parts in both of the
Views.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a dancing
toy constructed in accordance with my in-

raway; and If1g. 2 1s a front view, a portion

of the clothing of the toy being broken away.

In the specific form illustrated, I employ
a base 10, which may be of wood or other
suitable material, but which 1s of such size
and such weight as to prevent the toy from
being easily tipped over. The ficure form-
ing a part of the toy may be carved, cut or
pressed 1n any desired manner either comic,
orotesque, or otherwise. The ficure might
even pe the ficure of an animal rather than
a person. Ifor the purpose of economy in
manutacture and also to produce the desired
sound, I preferably form parts of the figure of
blocks of wood connected together by suitable
staples. The figure includes a body portion
11, two upper leg sections 12 and 13, two
lower leg sections 14 and 15 and two arms
16 and 17. The lower leg sections prefer-
ably have the feet formed rigid therewith
and the body of the figure may be covered
by suitable garments which will not inter-
rere with the proper movement of the arms
and legs. As shown, there is a vest or coat
18, which covers the body and extends down
a sullicient distance to cover the hip joints
and a cape 19, which covers the shouider
joints. The upper leg sections are connectec
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to the body by inter-engaging staples 20 of

metal. These staples are driven into the
ends of the wooden sections and sufficient
freedom of movement is permitted to enable
the leg sections 12 and 18 to be raised bodilv
a short distance to bring each staple into en-

oagement with the other wooden block.

The lower leg sections are connected to the
upper leg sections by similar staples 21,
which permit a free movement and the lower
leg sections to be raised vertically to bring
each staple into engagement with the wood
of the opposite leg section. The arms are
connected to the body by similar staples 22,
but these are arranged so that the arms will
have a particular swing. The body 1s
rounded ofl at the shoulders and each staple
which goes into the body to secure an arm
in place is driven into the upper side of the
shoulder so that the upper end of the arm
engaoes with the shoulder and each arm ex-
tends outwardly at an angle. The staples
are driven into the body slightly in advance
of the center so that as the arms swing for-
wardly they 'may approach each other.

vention, a portion of the base being broken ' Furthermore, each arm in swinging forward
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~to approach each other as they swing for-
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will have a rolling engagement with the |
body so that the arms apparently rotate
upon their own axes as they swing forward.

This movement 1s very realistic and sim-
ulates a clapping of the hands. Unless the

fioure is agitated violently the hands will
not be br ougrht together, but they are caused

wardly as previously stated.
Below the figure 1s a thin platform 23,
upon which the figure stands.

supporting the ficoure embodies an important
feature of my invention as it enables the
toy to be made very cheaply and at the same
time operates very efliciently. The figure
itself 1s supported by the spring 24 which
1s preferably of steel wire. The upper end

of the spring 1s bent at an angle and driven

into the back of the figure and adjacent this
end 1s a staple 25 for more eﬂ:'ectlvely hold-
ing the spring to the body and preventing
it from working loose. The spring at 1ts
lower ends is also bent substantially at right-

angles and driven into the rear side of the

base 10 and a staple 26 1s driven into the

base just above this lower end to rigidly

~ hold the spring and prevent it from rotat-

30

- working loose.
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ing about 1ts lower end portion. The plat-
form is supported by a sprmo 27 1n place
and prevents this spring from turning or
The spring 27 at its upper
end 1s connected to the lower surface of the

platform by a block 28 which is glued,
tqeked or otherwise secured to the platform

The spring 1s received between the block

and the platform and preferably lies with-

in a shallow groove within the block as
- clearly 1llustrated i1n the drawing, thus no

special securing means need be empleyed for
fastening the spring to the platform. The

- main ob]eet of the block 28 1s to give the

45
50

09

sound and the leg

platform the proper mass so that When the.

platform is pressed down by the finger and
then released it will fly upwardly and strike

the feet of the figure with the proper mo-

The

mentum and waill eoutiuue to vibrate.

spect to each other that the weight of the
lower leg sections will be supported by the
platform instead of by the staples 21. Thus
when the
leg sections will fall and the staples 21 will

be brought together to produce a metallic
sound. As the

platform swings upwardly
it will strike the feet to produce a second
sections will be bodily
raised to strike each staple against the op-

The means
employed for supporting this platform and

ficure and platform are so supported in re-

platform is depressed the lower |
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posite upper leg Seetlon and produce 2 thud '

sound. This eembmatmu of sounds 1s found
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to imitate very closely the sounds produced

by the clog dancer with wooden shoes, al-

though, of course, the seuud is by no means
| as loud.

Having thus described my invention what

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is:

1. A dancing toy having a suppmt, a
fioure 1ueludmﬁ' 2] plurehty of moving sec-
tmus a member for directly connecting said
ﬁe"uxe to said base, a platform beneath said

ﬁoule and movable into and out of engage-
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ment therewith, a weight secured to the un-

der surface of said platform and a spring
having one end Seeured to said base and hav-

ing the opposite end secured between sald

Wewht and sald platform.

A dancing toy having a base, a ﬁcrure
1ue111d1no' a bedyj leo sections connected
thereto and movable in respect thereto, arm

sections and connections between smd arm

sections and said body, said connections in-
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clading interengaging staples disposed above

the ehouldels Qf the bodV whereby the arms

may have a swinging and rolling movement,
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a vibratory platferm below said leo seetlens .
a spring connecting said platform to said

base and a
sald base.

3. A dancing toy having a wooden base_

a sSpring ceuuectmg sald body to
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provided Wlth an aperture in the rear side

thereof, a

having the upper end thereof secured to
sald ﬁﬂ*ure and having the lower end por-

tion md]eeeut to the rear side of sald base
and the terminal portion bent at right angles

and extending into said eperture a second
spring having the upper end secured to said
pletferm and having the lower end portion
adjacent to the lewer end portion of the
ﬁrst mentioned spring and 1n engagement
with the rear side of said base and enter-
ing said aperture, and a single fastening
member for securing both of said lower end
portions to said base above said aperture
and retaining said termmal portions within
seld aperture. |

In testimony whereof I have sioned my
name to this specification 1n the preseuee of
twe subscribing witnesses.

CHAS. W CLARK
Witnesses:

C. W. FAIRBANK |
W. C CAM[PB_,LL

- Copies of th1s patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the Gemmlssmner of I’etents, L

Washmgten, D, C.”

igure including a plurality of
_rehtwely movable parts, a platform above
said base and beneath said figure, a spring
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