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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Crinton W. RusseLz,

a citizen of the United States of America,

residing at Detroit, in the county of Wayne

and State of Michigan, have invented cer-:

tain new and wuseful Improvements in
Snatch-Blocks, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings.

The invention relates to snatch blocks
more particularly designed for use in log-
omg, and it is the object of the invention
to facilitate the engagement or disengage-

‘ment of the lines from the block.

It 1s the usual practice in logging to secure
the blocks for the various lines to any suit-
ably located support—such, for instance, as
a tree. The block must first be securely at-
tached to this support and then the line en-
gaged therewith, which is frequently a diffi-
cult operation to perform. Heretofore
snatch blocks have been constructed having
a hinged frame portion permitting of open-
Ing for the insertion of the line laterally
above the sheave, but with such construec-
tions it 1s often a difficult task to close the
frame after the line is inserted. This is
tor the reason that the weight of the block

- 18 considerable, and when the frame is open,
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the point of the support being at one side
of the central plane of the block, the latter
will hang in a position where considerable
force 1s necessary to close the frame. Fur-
thermore, the weight of the line adds to the
torce required to close the frame.

With the present construction, the frame
may be opened to permit the lateral inser-
tion of the rope, but is not permitted to
change the relative positions of the sections
on opposite sides of the opening. Thus the
closing may be performed without exertion.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a front ele-
vation of the block; Fig. 2 is a vertical cross
section thereotf.

My improved block comprises a frame
having a rear plate A and a front plate B

journaled upon the pin D. The front and
rear plates B and A are preferably formed

of separate sections abutting against each

other in the central plane of the sheave and
secured by the bolts E and nuts F upon
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threaded ends of the pins D. The front

plate above the sheave is divided into two

sections, which are spaced from each other
at sufiicient distances to provide clearance
for the insertion of the rope. These spaced
sectlons are connected together by a bridge

section (+ which has a vertical portion G’
extending between separated lugs H upon

the front plate and secured thereto. The
section & also has the laterally-projecting
filler block portions G2, which close the

opening between the plate sections. The

member ” 1s preferably hinged to the lower
lugs H by the hinge bolt I and at its upper
end 18 detachably secured to the lugs H” on
the upper portion B’ of the plate by a de-
tachable pin J. - o

The support for the block is formed by
an eye K, which has a shank L. swiveled

between bearings M on the front and rear

plates at the upper ends thereof and having
a head N beneath these bearings. This eye
K being arranged in the central plane of
hang 1n vertical position. -
With the construction as described in use
the block is first attached to the support,
after which the pin J is removed, and the
section ( turned downward to open the slot
between the sections B B’. As soon as the

rope strand 1s 1nserted through this slot, the

section (+ is agaln turned up and the pin
J replaced, thereby effectually clamping the
sections B’ and B, and relieving stress from
the rear section A.

What I claim as my invention is:

A snatch block, comprising a sheave, a
frame 1n which said sheave is journaled hav-
ing a iront plate formed of two spaced sec-
tions, a rear plate to which said front plate
sections are detachably secured, the upper

between which is arranged the sheave C ! portion of said rear plate and one of the sec-
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the block will permit the latter to always
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tions of sald flont plate hwmﬂ* recesses | section, and a filler block carried by said

formed therein, comprising a bearing, a sup-.

port for said block having a swiveled en-

gagement with said bemmg, spaced lugs
up{m each of the two sections of the front
plate, a bridge member pivoted in the lugs
of one of the sections and having a detach-
able engagement with the lugs of the other

bridge ‘member. 10

n testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
n presence of two witnesses.
CLIVTON W. RUSSELL.
Witnesses:
NErLme KINSELLA,
B. J. BELENAP.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, _.
Washington, B, C.”
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