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Lo all whom ¢ may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Jacos A. FranNtz,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Scranton, in the county of Lackawanna and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Index-Cards,
of which the following is a specification.

This 1mmvention relates to improvements
in index cards, and the primary object of
the 1nvention i1s to provide a card of this
class which 15 adapted to receive entries or
other matter on one side only, the opposite
or reverse side of the card being blank
whereby correct copies or reproductions of
the entiies or other matter may be made by
the ordinary blue printing process, the labor

and expense of making manuscript copies,

the necessity of checking, and the liability
of costly errors, being avoided. '

The invention consists essentially of a
sheet of paper through which the usual blue
print paper may be exposed and which,
for convenience, will be termed a card, the
card being scored and cut at an intermediate
point in its length whereby it may readily
fold at the center, thus bringing the ends of

- the card together and providing, at the line
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of fold, index tabs which are similar in

function to those ordinarily used in card

index systems.

When folded and filed the double or
folded card provides the same amount of
space for entries as the usual single card
adapted to receive entries on both sides,
the card being filed with the folded edge
uppermost, thereby avoiding the filing of
one card within another. The card may be
readily removed at any time from a file
box or other receptacle containing it for
the purpose of making an exact copy of it,
by the usual blue printing process, the card
being opened or unfolded if a copy is to be
macle of the whole card or the card may be
left folded if only half of the card is to
be copied, the blue print paper in the latter
instance being placed between the two fold-
ed parts of the card. Any portion of the
card may be omitted from the reproduced
copy by placing opaque paper between that
portion of the index card which is to be
excluded and the sensitized paper. The

- writing or other record matter on the origi-

O

nal card may be reproduced by the usual
blue printing process on a card of the same
grade of stock which 1s suitably sensitized

fTor blue printing, and in this manner a

duplicate set of cards may be accurately
made. Another advantage of the device
embodying the features of the invention is,
that an unlimited number of copies of a
single card may be made at a minimum cost.

In the accompanying drawing: Figure 1
1s a face view of the improved index card,
unfolded. TFig. 2 is a view of the reverse
side of the card. Tigs. 8 and 4 are detai]
perspective views of the card, the former
showing it completely folded and inverted,
and the latter showing the card partially
tolded and in upright position. o

The body 5 of the card may be of any
suitable dimensions and of any suitable stoclk
which will adapt it for use in ecard index
files and will enable photographic material
to be exposed therethrough. A plurality of
lines as 7 and 8 are preferably printed or
otherwise applied to the face 6 of the card,
thereby forming spaces or divisions adapt-
ed to receive entries in writing, the lines as
shown being arranged, for example, to re-
ceive the entries of an account and a suit-
able space 9 is left at one end of the card for
a title or heading. The exact arrangement
of the face of the card isnot, however, essen-
tial as any suitable matter may be applied
thereto and the lines 7 and 8 are illustrated
as examples and for the purpose of demon-
strating one practical use of the card. The
card 1s scored at an intermediate point 10
to permit ready folding of the same, and
index tabs 11 are cut from one portion of
the card and remain integral with the op-
posed portion of the card adjacent to the
line of fold, it being understood that the
index tabs are unscored in order that they
may project rigidly above the upper or
tolded edge of the card. When the card is
unfolded or laid out in flat condition the
tabs 11 return to and fill the openings 12
from which the tabs are cut so that the card
presents a flat continuous surface. When
the card is folded as shown by Figs. 3 and 4,
the tabs 11 project rigidly beyond the fold-
ed portions of the cards and they bear in-
dex marks 12 which enable the different
cards to be located and removed from the
filing box or other receptacle containing
a number of the cards. The rear face of the
card, as shown by Fig. 2, will be blank so
as to enable reproductions to be made by
the usual blue printing process. '
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In use the card 1s Supphed with wr 1tten

-prmted or other matter on its face 6 and 1 is

" then tolded and stored in a filing drawer,

box or other receptacle. When it 1s desir ed

to make a copy of the matter on the card, the |
Jatter is removed from its filing 1eceptftcle
it is opened, and a blue print or other pho-

tographic reproductlon is made by the usual

10

methods.

the card may be made as found necessary or
desirable, and after the copies are completed

the card 1s returned to 1its filing receptacle.
It will be understood that when the print

 copies are made of the card, the latter is
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laid out flat, as shown by I‘lgs 1 and 2, both

‘sides of the card presenting smooth con-

tinuous surfaces and this msures the produe-
tion of an even print.

The improved card will be found excep-
tionally advantageous for the purpose for

which it has been devised, and a lar ge num- |

As many of these print copies of |

990,721

| ber of exact copies of any matter contained
‘on the card may be produced in a compara-
| tively short time and at a minimum expense.

I claim as my invention:—

An index card composed of a sheet folded
at a point intermediate its length, the outer
tfaces of the folded sheet plOVldmfr Spaces
to receive entries and the inner faces of the
sheet being blank, and index tabs cut from

~one of the folded portions of the sheet and

projecting rigidly upwardly from the folded
edge of the sheet, said tabs lying flush with
and forming unbroken continuations ot the
face of the sheet when the latter is unfolded.
In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing

witnesses. |
| JACOB A. FRANTZ.
Witnesses: | |

R. W. E1DER,
C. F. VVEICHEL.

| o GOIJIE:S of thls pa.tent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘“ Commissioner of Pateuts

| Wa,shmgton, D, C.”
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