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To all whom 1t may concern: .

Be it known that I, AxerLus Zicarp, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Leechburg, in the county of Armstrong and

State of Penunsylvania, have invented new

and useful Improvements in Match-Boxes,
of which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to a match box, and
more particularly to the class of match boxes
having means for ejecting a single match
therefrom on the opening thereof.

The primary object of the invention is the
provision of a match box in which a single
match may be ejected therefrom upon the
opening of the lid or cover thereof.

Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a match box in which is arranged
an ejecting device, whereby matches may be
ejected singly therefrom in successive order

~upon the opening of the lid or cover thereof.

A further object of the invention is the

provision of a match box for receiving a plu--

rality of matches, one of which is positioned
within the box, whereby it may be partially
ejected therefrom, so that the same may be
conveniently removed from the box for ig-
nition, said box being provided with a

hinged cover or lid adapted to automatically

eject the said match on the opening thereof.

A still further object of the invention is
the provision of a match box of this charac-
ter which is simple in construction, inex-
pensive, compact, and of a character from

one at a time, as the occasion may require.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction, combi-
nation and arrangement of parts, as will be
hereinafter more fully described, illustrated

in the dccompanying drawings, and pointed

out in the claims appended hereto.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a match box constructed in accord-
ance with the invention and being partly
broken away at one side. Fig. 2 is a vertical
longitudinal sectional view through the
match box, showing the lid raised. TFig. 3 is
a horizontal transverse sectional view on the

line 3—3 of Fig. 2. TFig. 4 is a vertical

transverse sectional view on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 1. Fig. 5 1s a perspective view of the
plunger and ejector arm removed from the
match box. '

Similar reference characters indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 5
designates generally a match box, compris-
ing a body which may be of any suitable
shape, size and construction, and also which
may be of any suitable material, and is pro-
vided with an inner compartment 6 for the

reception of matches, a tubular chamber 7

being formed between the contiguous side
walls of the body and the compartment, and
one side wall of the said body being pro-
vided with a recess 8 intermediate the length
thereof and communicating with the said
chamber 7, for a purpose as will be herein-
after more fully described.

A cover or lid 9 is suitably hinged to the
body of the box 5, so that the same may be
swung to open or closed positions, the body
of the box being provided with a spring
catch 10 adapted to engage the lid or cover
9 when closed for holding it in such position,
and this catch 10 is provided with a finger
button 11 protruding through a suitable
aperture exteriorly of the body, so that the
spring catch 10 may be displaced or un-
locked for opening the cover or lid when it
1s desired to remove a match from the match
box.

Within the chamber 7 is loosely disposed
a plunger rod or stem 12, the inner end of
which 1s engaged with one end of a coiled
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expansion spring 13, the same being also

held within the chamber 7 and has its oppo-
site end bearing against the lower end of
the said chamber, so that upon the raising
of the lid or cover 9, the upper end of the

plunger rod or stem 12 will be projected ex-

teriorly of the body of the match box. This
projected end of the plunger rod or stem 12
1s engaged with a rearwardly inclined strap
14, the same being secured at its ends to
the flanged portion of the cover or lid 9,
so as to lie within the same, the function of
the strap 14 being to depress the plunger
rod or stem 12 when the Iid or cover 9 is
brought to closed position on the body of the
match box.

Suitably fixed to the plunger rod 12 me-
dially of its length is one end of an ejector

finger or arm 15, the free end of which be-

ing curved to form a rounded gripping ex-
tremity 16, the same being provided with a
sharpened edge 17, so as to bite into the stick
or stem of a match when pressed against
the said extremity 16, thus when the Iid or
cover 9 1s raised and on the movement of
the plunger rod or stem 12, the said arm 15
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- the match box, whereby the said match ma
~be removed for the igniting thereof in the
usual well-known manner. This arm 15 is |

15 vers
~ end of a

o

will partia,lly' éjééfthe said match throﬁgh

the mouth from the interior of the body of

movable within the recess 8, so that its outer

Tace will be flush with the inner face of the |
- side walls of the body of the box in which
. the said recess 8 is formed, thereby not inter-
10
~ body rearwardly
. by the said arm. . o
- Kixed 1n the body of the box 5 beneath
~ the inner end of the chamber 7 is a trans-
verse pivot pin 18 about which is. bent one
_ 1 a flat follower spring 19 which has
~1ts dree end working against the row of

fering with matches confined within the

~ matches held within the body, so as to ad-

- vance the said matches within the case or

box, and thereby bring a single match 1nto
contact with- the gripping extremity 16 of

._ “the ejector arm 15, whereby upon the releas-

ing of the plunger rod 12 on the raising of

 the 1id 9, the match will be partially ejected |
25 _ '
~ drawn therefrom by the user. This follower

from the box, so that it can be freely with-

spring 19 at the end bent about the pivot

- - 18 18 engaged with the wall of the chamber

-7, so that when the same is retreated with-
30 1n the body of the box 5, the spring will be

of the msit_ch"'be*ing ejected | | .
| | ' 1 chamber, a lid hinged to the body,
releasable catch normally

990,693

helld_- under tension for positively effecting
advancement singly of the matches into the

rod 1s released, the match engaged by the

ejector arm may be ejected partially from

the box.. | | '- .
What i1s claimed is:

- A match box comprising a body having a

chamber between its side walls, and a recess
in one side wall communicating with said
a finger
~ holding the hd
closed, a plunger rod slidably fitted in the
chamber, a spring fitted within the chamber
and acting upon the plunger rod to auto-
matically displace the latter on the opening

~of the lid, an ejector arm fixed to the plunger
‘rod and having a curved biting extremity
tor engagement with a match, and spring

means adapted to act upon a match to move
the same 1nto engagement with said ex-

tremity, whereby on the opening of the lid

such match will be

partially ejected from
the body. o - o o
- ANGELUS ZICARD.

Witnesses: _ |
AnTONY DBross,
- I'raxnkx BoNELLo.

.'Gopies of th'if.s paﬁt’ent-may be _obtained'fﬂr five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
| - - - Washington, D, C.” |

y | path of movement of the gripping end 16
of the ejector arm, so that when the plunger
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