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To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be it known that we, Jorx D. I3RADFORD

and Bensmraw R. Moorg, citizens oi the
Tnited States, residing at Sacramento, 1
the county of Sacramento and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented certaln new and use-
ful Improvements in Circuit-Brealkers, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to circuit breakers
for electrical conductors, such as power, tele-
oraph and like lines, and the principal ob-
ject of the same is to provide a circuit
breaker in which the power line is retained
in engagement therewith by the tension of
the line, but which may be automatically
released therefrom in the event of said line
becoming broken, so that the said line will
drop and the circuit therethrough be
brolen,

In carryine out the objects of the inven-

tion generally stated above it will be under-
stood, of course, that the essential Teatures
thereof are necessarily susceptible of changes
in details and structural arrangements, one
preferred and practical embodiment of
which is shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein :—

Figure I is a view in side elevation of the
improved circuit breaker. Tig. Il is a simi- |

lar view shown partly in section to show
the wire connections therewith. ¥Fig. 111 1s
a bottom view.

Referring to said drawings by numerals,
I designates the body of the 1mproved cir-
cuit breaker that is hollow and has a closed
flat top 2 which is equipped with a knob 3
by means of which the circuit breaker may
be suspended from a telegraph pole or other
conductor supports. At one end, said body
merges into an elongated tapering extension
4 through which a longitudinal opening 5
is formed that communicates with the hol-
low body. A wire 6 extends through said
opening 5 and has its inner end hooked or
otherwise suitably fastened to the end wall
of the hollow body 1 adjacent the said open-
ing, as is indicated at 7. The bottom of
the hollow body 1 is open and preferably
merges into the end extension 4 on an easy
incline. The forward end of body 1 1s
partly closed by an end wall 8, the lower

portion of which is beveled as 1ndicated at
9 and is provided with a central longitudi-
nal slot 10 that communicates with the open
bottom portion of body 1. A plug 11 1s fit-
tedl loosely within the body 1 and 1s pro-
vided with a beveled lower forward portion
12 that normally rests on the beveled pou-
tion 9 at the forward end of body 1. The
line wire 13 extends through slot 10 of the
beveled portion 9 of body 1 and 1s suitably
fastened to plug 11. Plug 11 is of a size
to permit it being freely passed through the
open bettom of body 1 and 1s normally held
to its seat on the beveled portion 9 or body
1 by the tension of wire 13. It will there-
fore be apparent that should wire 13 become
broken, the temsion on plug 11 will be re-
moved, whereupon said plug will drop {rom
body 1 so that the circuit will be broken and
the portion of wire 13 that falls with the
plug will be dead.

What we claim as our invention 1s:—

1. A circuit breaker comprising a hollow
body portion, said body portion terminating
in a solid tapered end provided with a longi-
tudinal opening, the bottom portion of said
body being open, the end wall of said body
being provided with a slot, a wire extend-
ing through said longitudiunal opening and
secured therein, a plug fitting within said
hollow body portion and provided with an
opening registering with said slot, and a
second wire passing through said slot and
opening, and secured to said plug.

2. A circuit breaker comprising a hollow
body portion, said body portion terminating
in a solid tapered end provided with a long1-
tudinal opening, the bottom portion of said
bodyv being open, the end wall of said body
being provided with a slot, and a plug fit-
ting within said hollow body portion and
provided with an opening registering with
said slot. '

In testimony whereof we affix our signa-
tures in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN D. BRADFORD.
BENJIMAN R. MOORE.

Witnesses:
Louise CorBy,
H. H. Mou1.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. €.”
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